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The  Settlement  of  the  first  Churches  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Account  of  Ministers  who  were  fix- 
ed in  Salem,  Charlestown,  Dorchester,  and 
Boston,  Watertown,  and  Roxbury.  «  Contro- 
versy with  Roger  Williams,  and  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
son.    Synod  in   1637;   and  State  of  Religion  to 

THE    YEAR    1 647. 

THE  wifeft  ftatefmen  have  obferved,  that  a  regular 
miniftry  is  the  great  inftrument  of  civilizing  man- 
kind. It  is  evident,  that  their  bufinefs  is  connected  with 
a  virtuous  education,  and  the  encouragement  of  polite 
literature  ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  moft  focial  order  pre- 
vails, and  moft  knowledge  is  diffufed  in  thofe  towns  and 
ftates,  where  the  people  have  regarded  the  inftitutions  of 
religion,  and  chofen  men  of  liberal  education  for  their 
teachers.  The  fathers  of  New-England,  who  fubdued  the 
wildernefs,  and  turned  its  rougheft  fpots  into  fruitful  fields, 
had  been  well  educated  in  the  old  country  ;  and  were  dif- 
pofed  to  encourage  a  learned  miniftr\r.  They  frequently 
obferved  that  a  country  deftitute  of  minifters,  was  like 
paradife  without  the  tree  of  life.  But  they  extended  their 
views  beyond  this  fublunary  ftate,  and  planted  churches 
not  fo  much  for  focial  improvements,  and  to  blefs  the  pre- 
fent  fcene  of  exiftence,  as  to  brighten  the  profpe&s  of 
future  glory, 
vol.  ix.  B  When 


2  Bcclefiajlical  Hiftory 

When  Mr.  Endicot  came  over  to  Salem,  the  people 
were  few  in  number.  After  the  fecond  embarkation  they 
amounted  to  three  hundred.  Among  them  were  four 
clergymen  ;  Mr.  Ralph  Smith  who  went  to  Plymouth  ; 
Mr.  Bright  who  went  to  Charleftown,  and  foon  after  to 
England.  He  loft  the  efteem  of  the  brethren,  though  a 
very  pious  man,  becaufe  he  could  not  proceed  to  the  fame 
extreme  of  non-conformity  to  the  Church  of  England.* 
Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Skelton  remained  at  Naumkeage. 
They  called  it  Salem,  which  fome  oppofed,  thinking  there 
was  a  puritanick  cant  in  the  appellation,  but  the  majority 
prevailed,  and  it  has  preferved  the  name  even  to  the  pre- 
sent times.  Thefe  gentlemen  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing 
a  church  formed  according  to  their  wifhes  ;  their  wifdom 
and  worth  were  refpected  by  that  generation,  and  their 
characters  have  lately  been  delineated  to  the  honour  of  the 
firft  fettlers  of  MaiTachufetts.f 

Mr. '  Higginfon  had  been  a  minifter  o£  Leicefter,  but 
filenced  for  non-conformity.  Upon  an  addrefs  to  him 
from  Mr.  Humphries,  afterwards  a  magiftrate  of  the  col- 
ony, and  alfo  from  Mr.  White  of  Dorchefter,  he  agreed  to 
leave  his  native  land,  and  here  make  his  abode, 

Mr.  Skelton  was  another  non-conformift  minifter,  who 
had  been  fettled  in  Lincolnfhire.  His  fentiments  and 
manner  of  life  were  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  this  people  ; 
and  he  was  ordained  paftor  of  the  church  in  Salem  at  the 
fame  time  Mr.  Higginfon  was  introduced  as  their  teacher. 
One  of  the  brethren,  Mr.  Houghton,  was  alfo  elected  to 
the  office  of  elder,  which  office  is  now  hardly  known  in 
the  New-England  ftates.J 

The 

*  Our  early  hiftorians  thus  defcribe  him  in  their  quaint  manner  : — 
"  Thus  he  began  to  hew  ftones  in  the  mountains  wherewith  to  build, 
but  when  he  faw  all  forts  of  ftones  would  not  fuit  in  the  building  as  he 
fuppofed,  he,  not  unlike  Jonah,  fled  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
and  went  down  to  Tarjhlfh.     Hubbard's  MSS. 

The  like  character  is  applied  to  Mr.  Elackjlone,  but  it  is  lefs  defcrip- 
tive  than  his  manner  of  defignating  the  Lord  brethren  who  complained 
of  the  Lord  Bijhops. 

f  Hift.  Collect,  vol.  6.  Hiftory  of  Salem. 

X  Mr.  Bentley,  in  his  hiftory  of  Salem,  fays  : — "  In  the  choice  of  an 
elder  to  rule  in  the  church,  care  was  taken  not  to  accept  of  a  civil 

officer." 
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The  firft  planters  who  arrived  with  Endicot  held  fome 
communication  with  their  brethren  at  Plymouth,  and  ex- 
preffed  their  opinion  fully,    that — the  church  in  Plymouth 
Jhould  not  claim  any  jurifdiclion  over  the  church  in  Salem. 

And  that  the  authority  of  ordination  Jhould  not  exi/l  in  the 
clergy,  but  Jhould  defend  upon  the  free  eleclion  of  members  of 
the  church,  a?id  that  there  Jhould  be  a  reprefentation  of  this 
power  preferved  continually. § 

Mr.  Fuller,  a  deacon  of  the  church  of  Plymouth,  as  a 
phyfician,  went  to  Salem,  whilft  a  malignant  difeafe  was 
prevalent  there,  and  was  not  only  active  in  the  line  of  his 
profefion,  but  had  fome  influence  upon  their  religious 
opinions.  Mr.  Endicot  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  him,  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Governor  Bradford  for  fend- 
ing him  to  their  affrftance,  and  alfo  declared  his  approba- 
tion of  the  order  and  difcipline  of  the  Plymouth  church. 

On  the  6th  day  of  Auguft,  A.  D.  1629,  a  covenant  was 
cirawn  by  Mr.  Higginfori,  and  on  that  day,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Plymouth  delegates,  who  arrived  during  the  folem- 
nities,  they  fet  apart  their  officers,  and  admitted  thirty 
members  to  the  church.  None  were  admitted  but  fuch  as 
gave  a  good  account  of  their  life  and  converfation,  or  of- 
fered a  relation  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  the  divine  influ- 
ence upon  the  heart.  This  was  fometimes  written,  and 
fometimes  only  a  verbal  declaration. 

The  inhabitants  foon  experienced  the  want  of  unanim- 
ity in  their  religious  fellowship.  An  oppofition  of  fome 
confequence  arofe  from  feveral  perfons  of  influence,  who 
had  been  active  in  promoting  the  fettlement  of  the  place. 
At  the  head  of  this  were  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  and  Mr. 
John  Brown,  the  one  a  lawyer,  the  other  a  merchant,  who 
were  attached  to  the  form  and  ufage  of  the  Church  of 
England.  The  minifters,  affifted  by  Mr,  Endicot,  endeav- 
oured 

officer."-— The  remark  is  juft  ;  our  fathers  considered  the  church  and 
flate  as  entirely  feparate.  Mr.  Nowel,  the  ruling  elder  of  the  church 
in  Bofton,  was  obliged  to  leave  this  office  in  1632.  The  church  at 
Plymouth  had  great  influence  over  the  people  in  Maffachufetts,  and  it 
was  their  opinion,  that  a  "  ruler  in  the  church  ought  not  to  be  a  ruler 
in  the  ft  ate  at  the  fame  time."  Mr.  Nowel  was  fatisfied,  and  gave  his 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  this  civil  rule,  for 
which  his  talents  were  well  adapted. 
II  Vid.  1  ft.  vol.  Hift.  Coll. 
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I 
oured  to  bring  them  over  t6  the  practice  of  the  Puritans, 
but  without  fuccefs.  Such  contentions  fprang  from  their 
difference  of  opinion,  as  made  a  feparation  neceffary.  The 
writers  on  one  fide  fay,  that  the  minifters  made  ufe  of 
modeft  and  reafonable  arguments  to  convince  them,  before 
they  were  fent  away.  Whether  Mr.  Brown  and  his  adhe- 
rents, who  were  prejudiced  on  a  different  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  thought  them  reafonable  and  modeft,  may  admit 
more  than  a  doubt.  In  religious  controverfies  we  feldom 
find  one  party  more  candid  than  the  other. 

The  bufinefs  is  thus  reprefented  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Thefe  gentlemen,  with  others,  were 
confeientious  churchmen,  and  defired  to  ufe  the  Liturgy  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe  met  at  their  own  houfes.  The  magis- 
trates, or  rather  Mr.  Endicot,  fent  to  demand  a  reafon  for 
their  feparation  ;  they  anfwered,  that,  as  they  were  of  the 
church  eftablifhed  by  law  in  their  native  country,  it  was 
highly  proper  they  mould  worfhip  God  as  the  government 
required,  from  whom  they  had  received  their  charter. 
Surely  they  might  be  allowed  that  liberty  of  confeience^  which 
all  conceived  io  reafonable  when  they  were  on  the  other 
fide  the  waiter.  But  thefe  arguments  were  called  feditious 
and  mutinous  by  the  firft  fettlers  in  general,  who  were 
determined  none  mould  participate  the  bleffings  of  this 
promifed  land,  but  faints  of  levelling  principles  and  puri- 
tanick  feelings.  A  late  epifcopal  writer  expreffes  himfelf 
after  this  manner  :  "  The  holy  brethren  drove  away  the 
two  Mr.  Browns  becaufe  they  would  not  join  with  them  in 
their  prejudices  againft  the  crowned  Church  of  England."  § 

This  fame  writer,  who  is  rather  a  polemick  divine,  than 
a  candid  hiftorian,  declares,  "  that  Mr.  Blackftone  was, 
driven  from  Bofton,  becaufe  he  was  a  parfon  of  the  Epif- 
copal Church." 

The  compilers  of  the  modern  parts  of  the  Univerfal  Hif- 
tory  have  uttered  fimilar  complaints  in  thofe  few  pages,  of 
their  voluminous  work,  which  they  allow  for  New-Eng- 
land ;  but  fome  farther  evidence  is  wanted  to  confirm 
their  account,  as  they  do  not  fupport  their  reflections  by 
any  teftimony  of  perfons  who  could  be  acquainted  with 
the  bufinefs.     Endicot's  party  were  wrong,  becaufe  they 

ufed 

§  Anatomifl  verfus  Centinel,  Philadelphia,  printed    1768. 
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ufed  violent  meafures  ;  but  how  frequently  did  per- 
sons leave  the  country,  and  complain  of  being  driven  from 
the  plantation,  when  their  object  was  to  ihow  refentment 
againft  individuals,  and  gain  an  importance  of  character  ? 
It  is  no  wonder  that  Epifcopalians  have  ftrong  prejudices 
aeainft  the  character  of  the  firft  planters  of  MafTachufetts  -7 
but  we  muft  alfo  conlider  and  allow  for  thefe  prejudices, 
when  they  commit  their  opinions  to  writing.  It  is  cer*- 
tain,  that  whenever  old  con  trover  lies  have  been  revived, 
they  have  ufed  a  ftyle  and  language  which  they  cenfure  in 
their  opponents  as  bordering  on  vulgarity. 

Mr.  Bentley  imputes  the  errors  of  the  minifters  to  the 
temper  ofEndicot,  who  was  determined  to  execute  his  plan 
of  church  government.  Unexperienced  in  the  paffions  of 
men,  and  unaccuftomed  to  confult  even  his  friends,  he  was 
refolved  to  fuffer  no  oppofition  ;  and  as  the  Salem  church 
had  difclaimed  the  authority  of  the  Church  of  England, 
his  feelings  were  hurt,  and  temper  raifed  againft  thofe  who 
preferred  a  Liturgy,  and  whofe  object  might  be,  as  he  conr 
ceived,  to  caufe  a  fchifm  in  the  community. 

I  am  led  to  fpeak  of  another  attempt  to  introduce  the 
worfhip  of  the  Church  of  England,  where  fomething  more 
was  intended  than  a  bare  toleration  ; .  but  which  did  not 
fucceed,  on  account  of  a  very  different  caufe.  Mr.  Wefton 
fent  over  a  number  of  this  perfuafion  to  WaiTaugufTett, 
but  they  were  men  whofe  religious  zeal  was  not  the  moil 
remarkable  trait  in  their  character,  though  he  himfelf  was 
a  man  of  piety,  liberal  in  his  views,  and  friendly  to  the  fet- 
tlement  at  New-Plymouth.  Had  they  followed  the  advice 
which  the  men  of  Plymouth,  thofe  men,  tried  in  the  fchool 
of  adverfity,  gave  them,  they  would  have  enfured  to  them- 
felves  a  fafe  habitation,  with  flattering  profpects  of  a  grow^ 
ing  and  a  flouriihing  plantation.  But  thinking  only  of 
trade,  and  little  fcrupulous  of  making  unjuft  bargains  with 
the  Indians,  when  an  immediate  gain  was  in  view,  they 
oppofed  their  true  intereft,  and  fufferecl  the  confequence§ 
of  their  folly,  in  a  difpute  with  the  natives,  which  would 
have  iffued  in  their  fudden  deftruction,  had  they  received 
no  affiftance  from  their  friends  at  Plymouth.  Soon  after 
which,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  fettlement. 

The  plan  was  again  brought  forward,  through  the  influ- 
ence 
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ence  of  F.  Gorges  ;  and  a  more  ferious  effort  made  to 
perfuade  the  fir  it  fet  tiers  to  join  the  Epifcopal  Church. 
A  clergyman  of  very  refpe&able  abilities  and  character 
was  fent  over,  named  Morel,  who  had  an  ecclefiaftical  com- 
miflion,  which,  in  a  more  flourifhing  plantation,  would 
Jiave  clothed  him  with  fome  authority.  He  is  called  a 
bifhop,  not  in  the  moil  refpeclful  manner,  by  certain  wri- 
ters who  compiled  the  materials  of  our  early  hiftory.  From 
every  account  of  him  he  was  a  man  of  prudence ;  and  he  has 
left  a  fpecimen  of  his  clafTical  tafle  and  erudition,  which  will 
long  be  prefer ved  among  other  curious  documents  which 
defer ibe  the  ftate  and  the  profpect.  of  New~England.  Had 
this  gentleman  been  Simulated  by  religious  zeal  ;  had  he 
been  more  remarkable  for  bigotry  than  for  his  learning  and 
candour,  like  fome  who  are  to  be  found  among  every  de- 
nomination of  chriftians,  he  would  have  excited  contention, 
and  given  trouble  to  the  other  fettlements  ;  but  inftead  of 
blowing  the  coals,  he  was  difpofed  to  extinguifh  the  fire  that 
had  been  kindled,  and  which  a  fmall  matter  would  have 
fpread  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  New-Plymouth  would  never 
have  fubmitted  to  ecclefiaftical  jurifdic~tion.  Having  fuffered 
fo  much  in  the  old  country,  how  could  they  have  yielded 
to  the  fame  authority  in  this  ?  But  no  difficulty  of  the  kind 
enfued  ;  Mr.  Morel  lived  fome  time  among  them,  after 
leaving  WafTaugufTett  ;  and  only  mentioned  his  commif- 
fion  when  he  could  make  no  ufe  of  it.* 

From  this  time  the  worfhip  of  the  Supreme  Being  was 
after  the  manner  of  the  Congregational  churches  ;  nor  did 
any  afTembly  of  Epifcopalians  meet  in  New-England  till  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  fecond.  Between  the  fettlement  of 
Maffachufetts,  and  the  building  of  the  firfl  Epifcopal 
Church  in  Bofton,  many  years  intervene  ;  and  years 
made  famous  by  events  and  revolutions  of  Europe,  as  well 

as 

■    '         '      ' '        '  '       .  "j  i  i  i     i  1 1 

*  Morel's  poem  upon  the  ftate  of  New-England,  is  an  excellent 
poem.  The  tranflation  is  not  of  equal  elegance.  A  judicious  writer  ob- 
serves, that  it  was  compofed  before  Waller  and  Dryden  had  tuned  the 
.Englifh  tongue.  The  fame  writer  allows  Morel  to  be  a  man  of  genius 
and  elegant  tafte,  or  that  his  Latin  is  both  il  elegant  and  defcriptive." 
Will  not  every  perfon,  who  is  without  the  prejudices  of  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather,  give  his  tribute  of  refpecl  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  exhib- 
ited fo  much  literature  and  virtue  ? — and  who  took  fo  much  pains  to 
«cllecl:  fails,  and  accurately  defcribe  the  face  of  the  country  ? 
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as  the  progrefs  of  fociety  in  this  new  and  extenfive  region. 
When  king  Charles  was  dethroned,  and  all  the  power  of 
the  ftate  fell  into  the  hands  of  Prefbyterians,  or  Inde- 
pendents, no  encouragement  was  given  to  the  Church  of 
England.  Even  her  lovers  and  friends,  boiling  with  po- 
litical rage  in  the  phrenfy  of  the  times,  dealt  deceitfully 
with  her.  Cromwell  was  an  artful  hypocrite  ;  he  might 
have  been  fincerely  religious  once  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a  man  of  his  temper  and  con  duel:  was  influenced 
by  religious  opinions,  or  that  he  run  into  all  the  wild  fa- 
naticifm  of  thofe  times.  The  folemn  carriage  of  weaker 
men  was  fincere  ;  but  his  ridiculous  affectation  of  piety 
was  for  political  purpofes  ;  and  he  fucceeded  by  fuch  arti- 
fices beyond  his  own,  and  beyond  all  human  expectations. 
He  was  an  enemy  to  the  hierarchy,  to  the  Prefbyterians, 
and  all  the  various  fects,  according  to  the  power  they  pof- 
fefled  of  thwarting  his  views  ;  or  their  indifpofition  to  his 
ufurped  authority.  When  the  Prefbyterian  minifters 
thought  him  their  friend,  he  at  the  very  time  encouraged 
the  Independents  in  all  their  eagernefs  to  pull  down  gov- 
ernment in  church,  as  well  as  the  ftate.  Afterwards,  when 
his  fchemes  were  carried  into  execution,  and  he  could  make 
no  further  gain  of  his  godlinefs,  he  exppfed,  to  the  fcorn 
and  ribaldry  of  his  acquaintance,  the  levelling  principles 
lof  the  nation  ;  and  the  fanatical  conduct  of  thofe,  who 
had  contributed  to  the  glory  of  his  own  character,  and 
raifed  him  to  his  exalted  ftation. 

There  have  been  many  publications  to  fhow  the  "  world's 
miftake  in  Oliver  Cromwell."  Some  wife  and  good  men 
never  gave  up  the  opinion  they  held  of  the  fincerity  of  his 
difpofition,  his  patriotick  zeal,  or  the  fanctity  of  his  life. 
Others  have  admitted  his  political  errors,  and  called  him  a 
iefpot ;  but  have  thought  favourably  of  his  religious  char- 
acter ;  that  he  was  found  in  the  faith,  and  a  great  def en- 
ter of  the  evangelical  doctrines  taught  in  the  fchool  of 
Geneva  ;  yet  John  Goodwin,  the  Arminian  zealot,  was 
is  particular  friend.  Another  of  his  chaplains  defended 
nd  propagated  the  doctrine  of  Univerfal  Salvation.  Thom- 
is  Goodwin  was  his  fpiritual  monitor,  who  was  a  zealous 
~alvinift  ;  and  he  makes  him  die  a  chriftian.* 


*  John  Goodwin,  author  of  the  celebrated  trait  againft  the  Epifcopal 

Church, 


8  Ecclefiajlical  Hijiory 

Mr.  Howe,  a  man  nearly  connected  with  the  fathers  of 
New-England,  and  whofe  abilities  were  uncommonly  fine, 
fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  Protector,  becaufe  he 
wrote  againft  the  doctrine  of  a  particular  faith.  When 
Dr.  Increafe  Mather  was  in  England,  this  moil  excellent 

man 

Church,  ftyled,  Lord  Bifhops  not  the  Lord's  Bifhops,  1640  $  which  is  a 
direct  attack  on  the  archbifhap  of  Canterbury,  with  thefe  lines,  as  void 
of  poetry,  as  of  candour, 

"  Praslati,  Pilati  < 
"  Non  paftores,  fed  impoftores." 
Such  a  motto  will  fupply  an  opinion  of  Goodwin,  as  well  as  reading 
the  whole  book.  He  was  one  of  the  rudeft  writers  of  that  very  rude 
age.  Tl>is  book  was  fucceeded  by  another  more  celebrated,  A  Defence 
of  the  honourable  fentence  pajfed  upon  the  king  by  the  high  Court  of  Juflice, 
1 649.  Oppofed  chiefly  to  the  Humble  Addrefs  of  Dr.  Hammond  ;  and 
to  the  Serious  and  faithful  reprefentation  of  fome  of  the  minifters  of  London^ 
with  a  motto — 

Fiat  juftitia,  ruat  coelum 

Ad  generum  cereris,  fine  casde  &  fanguine,  pauci 
Defcendunt  Reges,  &  ficea  morte  Tyranni-*- 
And  the  55  th  Plafm,  23  d. 

Both  thefe  books  were  prefented3  or  dedicated  to  the  Commons  oi 
England. 

It  was  a  wonder  that  he  was  not  excepted  from  the  Act  of  Indemnity 
as  well  as  Hugh  Peters.  His  conduct  towards  the  king  was  not  fc 
indecent,  but  his  writings,  far  fuperior  in  ftrength  of  argument,  and 
conuftency  of  manner,  had  a  much  greater  effect  in  confirming  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  againft  the  king  and  his  family.  For  fome  rea- 
fbn,  neither  Milton  nor  Goodwin  was  excepted,  though  it  would  have 
gratified  many  friends  of  the  court,  had  they  fuffered,  and  been  brought 
to  ignominy  and  death. 

Mr.  Goodwin  is  among  the  ejected  minifters  in  Dr.  Calamy's  lift, 
who  fays,  "  He  was  a  man  by  himfelf  ;  was  againft  every  man,  an(J 
had  almoft  every  man's  hand  againft  him.  He  was  warm  and  eagerj 
whatever  he  engaged  in.  He  had  a  clear  head,  a  fluent  tongue,  a  pen- 
etrating fpirit,  and  a  marvellous  faculty  in  defcanting  on  fcripture  ;  anc 
with  all  his  faults  muft  be  owned  to  be  a  very  confiderable  man  by  thof< 
who  will  take  pains  to  perufe  his  writings."  In  the  Doctor's  lifts 
are  only  his  theological  works  ;  but,  he  adds, — "  Other  controverfia 
tracts  and  pamphlets  on  matters  difputed  in  thofe  days."  The  repub 
licans  preferred  them,  but  they  are  very  rare.  In  one  there  is  a  remarl 
by  the  late  T.  H.  of  London,  which  the  writer  of  this  note  has  in  hi 
poftefTion.     "  A  curious  tract" — the  print  of  the  author  mould  be  before  it 

Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  a  pious  man,  lefs  independent  of  fpirit,  wa 
duped  by  Cromwell  ;  he  is  called  by  Ludlow,  and,  after  him,  by  Skin 
ner,  Author  of  ecclejiajlical  hijiory  of  Scotland,  Cromwell' 's  trencher  chaplain 
He  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  a  particular  faith,  and  ufed  this  expreffio: 
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man  told  him,  "  that  if  any  perfon  was  truly  religious,  it 
was  Oliver  Cromwell."  Moft  of  his  domeflick  chaplains 
thought  fo  ;  for  he  chofe  them  from  that  clafs  of  men 
who  are  wrapped  up  in  fpiritual  contemplations,  and  know 
little  of  the  world.  Such  pious  minifters  judged  from  his 
great  profeflions  of  religion,  from  his  attending  fo  many 
fermons,  hearing  and  making  prayers  fo  often  and  fo  long, 
that  he  was  devout  ;  and  if  this  were  the  teft  of  his  fin- 
cerity,  Cromwell  was  certainly  a  faint.     The  great  Dr. 

Owen 

in  his  prayer  during  Cromwell's  laft  ficknefs.  "  Lord,  we  beg  not  for 
his  recovery,  for  that  thou  haft  already  granted  and  affured  us  of,  but 
for  his  fpeedy  recovery."  He  lived  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
fecond,  was  among  the  ejected  minifters  by  the  Bartholomew  acts, 
which  was  the  only  difficulty  he  met  with*  When  he  died,  his  pofthu.- 
rnous  works  were  published  in  five  folio  volumes,  and  more  remaining. 
They  have  not  been  much  read  in  New-England.  A  late  fafhionable 
writer  fays,  "  If  angels  wrote  books,  they  never  would  write  folios." 

Mr.  Howe  was  the  friend  and  favourite  of  the  minifters  in  New-Eng- 
land. The  Protector  difmiffed  him  his  ferviee  ;  and  he  was  among 
the  ejected  minifters  after  the  Uniformity  Act.  Even  Mr.  Wood,  the 
Oxonian,  who  very  rarely  has  a  good  word  for  any  diifenter,  in  his 
laft  edition  of  Athena  Oxonienfis,  fays  of  him,  "  He  was  a  perfon  of 
neat  and  polite  parts,  and  not  of  this  four,  unpleafant  converfe,  as  moil: 
of  his  perfuafion." 

Particular  faith,  as  Thomas  Goodwin  held,  and  as  Mr.  Howe  denied, 
was  different  from  what  the  firft  reformers  believed.  Calvin  faith,  Faith 
is  a  knowledge  of  God's  kindnefs  to  us,  and  an  affured  perfuafion  of  the 
truth  thereof.  Hilderfham  defcribes  the  faith  of  Godys  eleff,  which  ena- 
bles every  man  that  believes  to  apply  Chrift  to  himfelf,  and  to  rely  upon 
him,  and  truft  in  him  for  his  own  falvation.  And  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  books  of  the  fathers  of  Maflachufetts,  "  that  faith  is  not  performed 
by  any  affection  of  the  will,  but  by  the  certain  and  particular  perfuafion, 
whereby  the  man  is  refolved  that  the  promifes  of  falvation  belong  to 
him,  which  perfuafion  is  wrought  in  the  mind  by  the  Holy  Ghoft." 

But  the  faith  of  Cromwell  was  more  particular  than  all  this*  He 
would  not  only  be  perfuaded  that  he  was  a  child  of  God,  but  that  God 
anfwered  him  in  prayer  ;  fo  that  he  knew  when  his  defires  would  be 
gratified.  He  confulted  the  Deity  in  tfvery  important  tranfaction  of  his 
life,  and  received  a  particular  intimation  what  fliould  take  place.  Dr, 
Cotton  Mather  was  of  the  fame  opinion  once  ;  he  lived  to  fee  how  un- 
certain fuch  a  faith  is  ;  for  having  written  in  his  Diary  that  certain  mat- 
ters were  to  take  place  ;  having  kept  days  of  fafting  that  he  might  not 
be  deceived,  yet  nothing  of  the  kind  happened.  It  was  enough  to  con- 
vince him  how  much  better  it  is  to  keep  the  judgment  in  exercife,  than 
to  follow  the  delufions  of  fancy. 

vol.  ix;.  C 
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Owen  was  riot  fo  eafily  wrought  upon  ;  he  beheld  him  in 
various  attitudes,  and  by  furveying  the  lineaments  of  his 
political  character,  as  thefe  were  difplayed  in  the  fcenes  of 
his  publick  conduct,  judged  more  correctly,  and  united 
with  thofe  who  faid,  let  no  fuch  man  be  trujled.  He  faw 
through  the  deceitful  manner  of  his  refufing  the  crown, 
and  difcovered  equal  virtue  and  wifdom  by  advifing  him 
never  to  accept  it.*  The  Protector  correfponded  with 
Mr.  Cotton,  and  flattered  him  ;  by  his  letters  he  feems 
to  poffefs  a  molt  pure  and  fpiritual  mind  :  hence  the  clergy 
of  New-England  were  among  his  friends.  Molt  of  them 
looked  up  to  this  worldly  politician  as  to  a  Jlar  of  the 
churches,  or  a  conftellation  of  the  new  heavens  ;  but 
afterwards  their  good  opinion  was  fomewhat  fhaken  when 
he  made  a  proportion  to  fettle  Jamaica  from  this  new 
earth.  He  would  have  perfuaded  them  to  leave  this  vir- 
gin foil  which  they  had  embraced  as  their  home,  and  to 
which  they  were  peculiarly  attached,  from  many  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  arrival  here,  as  well  as  the  prevail- 
ing fentiment,  that  it  was  to  be  Immanuel  _  land.f 

The  fathers  of  MalTachuletts,  Winthrop,  Dudley,  John- 
fon,  and  others,  who  came  over  in  the  Arabella,  will  not  be 
denominated  very  rigid  puritans  by  thofe  who  read  their 
addrefs  upon  leaving  their  native  country.  In  this,  they 
fhow  their  affection  and  efteem  for  the  Church  of  England. 
We  mult  fuppofe  they  were  upright ;  and  that  they  did  not 
contemplate  making  fuch  a  feparation,  as  took  place  when 
they  reached  thefe  fhores,  and  joined  their  brethren  who  had 
been  laying  out  the  fettlement.  The  words  of  their  letter 
evidently  mark  their  refolution  never  more  to  be  under  the 
galling  yoke  of  Epifcopacy  \  ftill  they  had  a  great  refpect 
for  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  nor  did  they  make  partic- 
ular exceptions  to  their  manner  of  worfhip.  A  like  obfer- 
vation  may  extend  to  the  puritans  of  queen  Elizabeth's 
reign.  They  did  not  join  with  the  Separatifts,  but  difown- 
ed  many  of  their  writings,  efpecially  where  they  call  the 
Church  of  England,  Antichriftya  name  fixed  on  the  Church 
of  Rome.  Such  opinions  were  publickly  condemned  by 
the  learned  conformifts  of  that  age,  and  as  much  difclaimed 



*  Ludlow's  Memoirs. 

t  Vid.  O.  Cromwell's  letter  to  J.  Cotton. 
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by  thofe  who  fought  a  reformation  and  could  not  conform 
to  the  rites  and  ceremonies.  Of  the  various  dhTenters 
from  the  church,  during  times  which  agitated  the  minds, 
and  interefted  the  paffions  of  people,  (in  general)  we  may 
well  think  fome  would  be  more  extravagant  in  their  con- 
duel  than  others.  They  may  be  divided  into  two  forts  ; 
the  one  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  the  corruptions  which 
had  crept  into  the  Church  either  before,  or  after  its  re- 
formed ftate  ;  the  other,  not  content  herewith,  maintain- 
ed with  the  greateft  obflinacy  the  neceffity  of  abrogating 
and  difannulling  their  former  Church,  and  creating  all 
anew.  "  Thofe  who  infilled  upon  further  reformation  (fays 
the  celebrated  Daniel  Defoe)  were  called  puritans,  becaufe 
they  fet  up  for  greater  purity.  They  did  not  feparate 
from  the  eftablifhment  till  the  time  of  Charles.  They  al- 
ways declined  the  ceremonies,  but  did  not  break  from  the 
church  in  communion."  If  this  author  fpeaks  juftly,  the 
early  puritans  were  very  different  from  the  Brownifts,* 
nor  did  they  underfland  the  principles  of  the  Congrega- 
tional 

*  The  Brovuni/ls,  according  to  Mr.  Neal,  rofe  as  a  feci,  1580.  In 
1582,  Robert  Brown  publifhed  his  book,  The  life  and  manners  of  true  chrtf- 
tians.  According  to  the  Broivnifts,  every  church  is  a  body  corporate, 
having  full  power  within  itfelf  to  exclude  members,  to  choofe  and  or- 
dain officers  ;  and  when  the  good  of  the  fociety  requires  it,  to  depofe 
them,  without  being  accountable  to  clafTes,  convocations,  fynods,  coun- 
cils, or  any  jurifdiction  whatever. 

The  feci:  have  an  earlier  origin,  according  to  a  fragment  picked  up 
by  Dyer  in  his  life  of  Robinfon. 

"  G.  Gilford,  minifter  of  God's  word  at  Maiden,  who  publifhed  his 
plain  declaration,  that  our  bijhops  be  full  Donatt/ls,  hath  thefe  words  :  Now 
there  is  a  feci  in  England,  called  Browmfls,  becaufe  Brown,  as  they  fay, 
was  the  originator  of  them.  But  for  all  this,  he  hath  written  or  pub- 
lifhed in  maintenance  and  enlargement  thereof,  and  more  fkill  and  learn- 
ing than  either  have  followed  or  gone  before  him.  Many  men  think 
they  have  fprung  up  of  late  ;  but  whereas  indeed  it  is  well  known  that 
there  was  a  church  of  them  in  London  twenty  years  paft,  and  one  Botten 
was  a  principal  doer  therein,  whofe  fearful  end  is  not  forgotten.  John 
Smyth  faid  in  1609,  Popery  had  the  profcription  againft  Calvin  of  1000 
years,  but  Calvin  had  not  100  years  againft  the  Separation  ;  nay,  I  fup- 
pofe  not  above  50  years." 

From  this  we  fee  the  Brownifls  did  not  know  the  date  of  their  own 
rife,  and  according  to  the  date  in  GifFord  they  were  a  church  in  1570. 
Their  obfeurity  might  have  protected  them  till  Robert  Brown,  a  man 
more  noify,  wild,  and  fanatical,  brought  them  into  publicity,  and  expofed 
them  to  perfecution  and  baniihment. 


12  Ecjdefiaftical  Hijiory 

tional  churches,  as  they  have  fince  propagated,  defended 
and  confirmed  in  various  parts  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
New-England. 

Our  fathers  were  the  offspring  of  the  old  non-conform- 
ifts,  fuch  as  did  not  deny  the  Church  of  England  to  be  the 
true  church  ;  but  that  they  retained  the  effentials  of  faith 
and  order  ;  ye]t  they  could  not  content  themfelves  to  live 
under  the  wing  of  the  Epifcopal  government.  When  they 
came  to  America  they  only  complained  of  the  ceremonies  ; 
but  very  foon  after  they  cherifhed  prejudices  againft  the 
difcipline  and  government  thereof ;  and  attempted  to 
form  churches  according  to  their  ideas  of  the  primitive 
method,  or  the  pattern  defcribed  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  pra&ifed  by  the  apoftles,  evangelifts,  paftors,  and 
teachers,  mentioned  in  the  facred  hiftory.  Their  inten- 
tions were  good,  though  they  might  be  miftaken  in  fome 
points.  • c  We  of  the  congregation  kept  a  faft,*  (fays  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop,)  and  chofe  Mr.  Wilfon  teacher,  Mr. 
Nowel  elder,,  Mr.  Gager  and  Mr.  Afpinwall  deacons.  We 
nfed  impofition  of  hands,  but  with  this  proteftation  by  all, 
that  it  was  only  as  a  fign  of  election  and  confirmation,  not 
of  any  intent  that  Mr.  Wilfon  fhould  renounce  his  miniftry 
he  received  in  England/'  Mr.  Neal  of  London,  who  is 
another  of  our  hiftorians,  fays,  that  Mr.  White  preached 
the  fermon  at  Mr,  Wilfon's  ordination  ;  that  Mr.  Wilfon 
was  then  chofen  paftor,  who,  though  ordained  minifter  of 
the  Church  of  England,  fubmitted  to  a  re-ordination  by  the 
impofition  of  hands,  fuch  as  the  church  invited  to  pray 
for  a  blefling  on  his  labours. 

There  is  fome  difference  of  opinion  ;  but  undoubtedly 
Mr.  Neal  is  miftaken,  whofe  information,  many  years 
after  this  period,  could  not  be  fo  correct  as  Mr.  Win- 
throp's,  an  eye-witnefs  to  the  fcene,  and  who  hearing  the 
teachers  make  the  declaration,  wrote  the  account  of  it  at 
the  very  time  it  took  placet 
They 

*  Auguft  27,  1630. 

f  This  is  undoubtedly  a  miftake  of  Neal.  Who  was  the  Mr.  White 
that  preached  ?  They  had  no  fermon  preached  upon  fuch  occafions. 
Afterwards  when  this  part  of  the  fervice  was  introduced,  we  find  that 
the  minifter  preached  his  own  ordination  fermon.  Mr.  Higginfon  did 
this  in  Salem,  1660.     But  many  after  this  were  feparated  to  the  work 

of 
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They  who  have  looked  into  the  early  (late  of  the  New- 
England  churches,  will  find  alterations  made  very  fre* 
quently  in  their  manner  and  forms,  although  they  adhe- 
red ftri&ly  to  the  fame  general  principles,  It  was  a  dif- 
ferent church  model  when  Mr.  Wilfon  fettled,  from  that 
which  was  adopted  when  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Hdoker 
came  over  ;  each  of  them  loved  the  truth,  and  liked  to 
have  the  pre-eminence.  By  fome  kind  of  covenant  they  had 
moulded  themfelves  into  a  church,  wherever  they  made  a 
plantation  ;  but  we  muft  give  much  credit  to  their  per- 
formances, They  wrote  like  men  of  thought  and  learning 
upon  moft  theological  fubje&s  ;  cleared  up  the  order  of 
church  government  fo  as  to  pleafe  the  majority  of  the 
planters  ;  and  moft  of  their  rules  were  adppted  into  the 
advice  of  the  fynods,  which  they  gave  upon  feveral  import- 
ant occafions  to  the  pepple  of  New-England. 

Mr.  Higginfpn  differed  from  the  church  of  Blymouth 
in  fome  particulars.  He  was  advifed  by  certain  perfons  in 
England,  as  Hubbard  relates,  to  agree  upon  their  form  of 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline  and  government,  before  the  people 
left  the  old  country  ;  and  had  this  advice  been  regarded, 
many  inconveniences  would  have  been  prevented,  to  which 
they'  were  fubjecl:  by  the  neglect.     At  leaft,  they  would 

have 

of  the  miniftry  without  preaching,  and  the  fermon  was  faid  to  be  an  in- 
novation upon  the  practice  of  the  firft  fettiers.  Dr.  Colman  preached 
at  Mr.  Fifk's  ordination  in  Salem,  17 18  ;  he  was  a  minifter  of  a  church 
in  Bofton  formed  in  oppofition  to  the  platform.  It  was  a  proper  Con- 
gregational church  according  tp  the  model  of  the  churches  in  the  old 
country  ;  the  form  of  worihip,  the  difcipline,  and  the  method  of  choof- 
ing  their  pallor  differed  very  much  from  the  practice  of  our  anceftors. 
In  a  MS.  penefme,  the  opinion  of  a  literary  friend  is  thus  expreffed  : 

"  Let  us  inquire  where  the  primitive  planters  could  get  this  practice  I 
The  puritans  had  no  fuch  practice  in  the  times  of  Charles  the  firft  ;  the 
canons  of  the  Church  of  England,  1603,  require  no  preaching  ;  there 
is  nothing  mentioned  of  it  in  the  Scotch  form,  1645  ;  the  Broavnifts 
affigned  the  ordination  to  the  elders  and  people,  without  any  appearance 
of  the  facerdotal  functions  :  our  fathers  had  no  connection  with  them, 
did  not  confult  them,  nor  alked  their  opinion  as  witneffes.  It  was  as 
much  defigned  to  feparate  the  fervices  as  it  was  at  funerals  and  mar- 
riages, private  baptifms,  or  any  fpecial  exercifes  of  religion.  But  as 
ordination  fermons  did  obtain,  it  i$  prpper  to  fix  their  origin  ;  I  have 
attributed  them  to  the  innovating  genius  of  the  great  Cotton,  fovereign 
m  his  dogmas,  and  abfolute  in  power.  Cotton's  lectures  attached  them- 
felves  to  every  thing*" 

\  ■  ' 
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have  faved  the  fucceeding  minifters  the  imputation  of  de- 
parting from  their  firft  principles.  But  they  had  not  yet 
waded  fo  far  into  the  controverfy  of  trie  difcipline  of  the 
churches,  as  to  be  very  pofitive  upon  thofe  points,  on 
which  the  main  hinge  turned  upon  themfelves,  and  others  ; 
yet  aiming  to  come  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  apoftolick 
method,  and  apprehending  that  they  who  joined  to- 
gether in  facred  feltowfhip  were  followers  of  their  exam- 
ple, they  agreed  upon  a  form  which  fliould  exprefs  their 
covenant  relation  ;  and  alfo  a  method  of  ordaining  min- 
ifters,  placing  them  in  the  office  to  which  they  were  defig- 
nated  by  the  voice  of  the  people. 

Certain  Englifh  hiftorians,  and  indeed  moft  writers  upon 
our  ecclefiaftical  affairs  abroad,  except  Mr.  Neal,  fay  that 
the  New-England  diffenters  took  their  plan  of  church  gov- 
ernment from  Geneva  ;  but  in  this  they  are  miftaken,  as 
they  will  find,  if  they  only  attend  to  what  is  written  in 
the  books  of  our  fathers,  or  the  correfpondence  by  letters 
between  fome  minifters  of  Bofton,  and  their  literary  cor- 
refpondents  of  the  parent  country.  Independents,  Pref- 
byterians,  and  other  denominations,  are  not  to  be  con- 
founded. Our  fathers  were  fo  far  independent  that .  they 
had  no  canons  nor  conftitutions  for  the  whole  ;  but  they 
had  a  connection  with  each  other  for  the  fake  of  ftrength- 
ening  and  confoling  by  mutual  advice  and  counfeL  They 
had  not  Calvin's  model  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  nor  did 
they  refer  to  it,  in  the  declarations  of  our  early  fynods*  The 
firft  affembly  which  bore  this  name  of  fynod  was  in  1637. 
It  was  called  to  oppofe  the  enthuiiaftick  fpirit  which  then 
raged,  which  banimed  all  moral  principles  from  their  re- 
ligion, and  obfcured  the  facred  light  of  chriftianity  as  much 
as  the  thickeft  darknefs  of  fuperftition  in  the  catholick 
countries  of  Europe.  Their  proper  fcheme  of  church 
government  was  not  digefted,  recommended,  nor  received, 
till  the  year  1648. 

Thefe  were  therefore  the  feveral  changes  in  the  Congre- 
gational churches  of  New-England. 

The  church  of  Salem  and  Plymouth  coalefced,  but  fome 
difference  remained. 

The  churches  of  Maflachufetts  followed  Mr.  Higginfon's 

method. 
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method,  with  fentiments  more  liberal  towards  Epifcopacy, 
till  Cotton  and  Hooker  arrived. 

The  Congregational  platform  is  faid  to  be  a  middle  way 
between  Prefbyterianifm  and  Brownifts. 

The  latter  takes  all  power  from  the  elderfhip.  The 
people,  in  this  cafe,  fays  Mr.  Hubbard,  "  hold  the  bridle, 
and  then  are  content  that  the  elders  mould  fit  on  the 
faddle." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Prefbyterians  veft  all  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  prefbytery  ;  thus  fwallowing  up  the  in- 
ter eft  of  the  people,  in  every  lingle  congregation,  in  the 
major  part  of  the  claffes,  or  combination. 

The  MafTachufetts  churches  kept  between  thefe  ex- 
tremes ;  and  placed  the  church  power,  in  a  due  propor- 
tion of  authority,  in  divers  hands,  according  to  the  con- 
cern which  each  one  has  from  his  authority  in  the  church. 
No  truft  is  committed  to  one  man,  however  able,  nor  to 
any  body  of  men  or  officers,  although  diverfified  into 
many  fubordinations  under  one  another.  This  middle 
way,  delineated  chiefly  by  Mr.  Cotton,  is  that  wherein 
the  churches  have  walked.* 

The  principal  things,  in  which  they  differ  from  other 
churches,  are  thefe  : 
.    Firft.  "  The  fubjecT:  matter  of  the  invifible  church*" 

"  Saints  by  calling,"  i.  e.  fuch  as  have  attained  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  religion,  and  are  free  from 
grofs  vices  ;  and  are  willing  to  walk  together  with  a  con- 
feffion  of  their  faith  and  repentance,  declaring  their  fub- 
jection  to  Chrift  in  his  ordinances. 

2dly.  "  The  conftitution  and  form  of  the  vifible 
church  :."  which  they  account  to  be  a  re-ftipulation,  or 
mutual  covenanting  to  walk  together,  in  their  chriftian 
communion,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gofpel.  This 
had  better  be  explicit,  they  fay,  though  they  do  not  deny 
that  an  implicit  covenant  may  fuffice  to  the  being  of  a 
true  church.        , 

3dly.  The  "  quantity  and  extenfivenefs  of  a  particular 
church."  Concerning  which,  they  hold  that  no  church, 
or  fociety  of  people,  ought  to  be  of  greater  number,  or 
larger  extent,  than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  in  one 

place, 

*  Hubbard,  Mather,  Wife,  &c. 
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place,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  fame  numerical  ordinances 
and  celebrating  all  divine  worfliip  ;  nor  fewer,  than  can 
carry  on,  conveniently,  the  bufinefs  that  comes  before 
them. 

4thly.  The  "  denial  of  any  particular  jurifdiclion  to 
which  churches  are,  or  ought  to  be  fubjecV  i.  e.  By 
way  of  authoritative  cenfure,  placed  in  claffes  or  fynods  ; 
or  any  church  power  extrinfical  to  the  churches  where 
each  fociety  meet. 

After  this  manner  the  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  from  the  year  1633, 

In  1647,  a  fyn°d  was  called,  and  the  platform  or  difci- 
pline  was  fixed  by  the  elders  and  meffengers  of  the 
churches  aflembled  at  Cambridge.* 

Towards 

*  The  difcipline  and  mode  of  the  New-England  churches  gave  much 
offence  to  their  brethren  in  England.  The  Congregational  churches 
there  had  more  liberal  ideas,  and  were  furprifed  that  iuch  as  left  them 
to  come  over  to  America  fhould  leave  their  practice,  and  approach  fo 
near  to  thofe  of  the  Separation,  as  they  called  the  Brownifls,  or  the 
churches  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  Ainfworth,  &c. 

A  treatife  was  written  upon  this  fubject  by  Mr.  Bernard,  minifter  of 
Batrombe,  addrejfed  to  his  much  ejleemed  and  reverend  brethren,  the  paflors  and 
teachers,  and  his  beloved  the  chrijlian  believers  as  well  without  as  within  the 
congregations  of  Chrijl  jfefus  in  New -England.  The  object,  of  this  is  to 
cenfure  the  conduct  of  the  churches  in  this  country,  becaufe  they  requir- 
ed perfons  to  join  in  a  particular  covenant  and  to  declare  the  foundation 
of  their  hopes  before  they  could  be  admitted  to  church  privileges. 
Whether  this  book  was  ever  printed  or  not,  I  cannot  learn.  In  the 
fame  MSS.  there  is  a  letter  addrefled  to  an  eminent  divine  of  New- 
England,  written  foon  after  the  fettlement  of  MaiTachufetts,  which  alfo 
cenfures  the  conduct  of  the  firft  planters  for  their  contracted  notions 
concerning  baptifm,  and  the  admiffion  of  chriilians  to  their  communion  : 
this  could  not  be  done,  except  a  written  tejlimony  was  brought  of  their  be- 
longing  to  a  particular  church.  Some  perfon  has  marked,  by  his  own  hand- 
writing, that  he  was  credibly  informed  that  this  letter  was  written  by  Mr. 
Cotton.  This  can  hardly  be.  It  is  more  probable  that  it  was  written 
by  Richard  Bernard  ;  it  was  certainly  written  by  a  Congregational 
mini  Iter  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  thofe  gentlemen  who  came 
over  in  the  Arabella. 

An  extract  is  as  follows.  "  It  has  not  a  little  troubled  me  that  you 
have  denied  the  Lord's  fupper  to  fuch  faithful  and  godly  fervants  of 
Chrift,  as  Mr.  Governour,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr.  Coddington, 
whereof  the  three  latter  were  known  to  you  to  be  men  of  upright  heart 
and  unblameable  life,  and  the  firfl  might  have  been  evidenced  to  you  to 
be  no  lefs  by  their  approved  teftimony.     My  grief  increafed  upon  me 

when 
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Towards  the  clofe  of  the  century,  an  innovation  was 
made  upon  the  order  of  the  churches  as  fettled  by  the 
fathers  of  Maffachufetts.  The  church  in  Brattle-ftreet, 
Bofton,  was  ere&ed,  different  in  its  conftitution  and  mode 
of  worfhip,  a  more  particular  account  of  which  will  oc- 
cur in  the  pages  of  this  narrative. 

In 

when  I  heard  you  denied  baptifm  unto  Mr.  Coddington's  child,  and 
that  upon  a  reafon  worfe  than  the  fact,  beeaufe  he  was  not  a  member 
of  any  particular  reformed  church,  though  of  the  Catholick.  And  that 
which  added  more  to  my  grief  was,  that  you  admitted  one  of  Mr.  Lath- 
rop's  congregation  not  only  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  but  his  child  to  bap- 
tifm upon  fight  of  his  teftimony  from  his  church,  whereas  Mr.  Codding- 
ton  bringing  the  fame  from  the  chief  of  our  congregation,  was  not 
accepted. 

"  The  love  I  bear  towards  you  with  the  defire  of  peace  and  truth  may 
dwell  among  you  have  conflrained  me  to  bear  witnefs  againft  your  judg- 
ment and  practice  in  a  word  or  two. 

"  Firft,  that  you  think  no  man  may  be  admitted  to  the  facrament, 
though  a  member  of  the  Catholick  church,  unlefs  he  be  a  member  of 
fome  particular  reformed  church. 

"  Secondly,  that  none  of  the  congregations  in  England  are  particular 
reformed  churches,  except  Mr.  Lathrop's,  and  fuch  as  his.  For  the 
firft,  we  do  not  find,  neither  is  it  credible,  that  the  eunuch,  Acts  8,  was 
a  member  of  any  particular  congregation,  yet  Philip  baptized  him,"  &c. 

After  other  examples  and  fimilar  obfervations,  he  fays,  "  Your  other 
errors  would  require  a  book  to  anfwer  it,  rather  than  a  letter.  You 
went  hence  of  another  judgment,  and  I  am  afraid  that  your  change 
fprung  from  Neiv-Plymouth  men,  whom  though  I  much  efteem  as  good 
loving  chriftians,  yet  their  grounds  which  they  receive  for  this  tenet 
from  Mr.  Robinfon,  do  not  fatisfy  me.  Th&  man  I  reverence  as  godly 
and  learned. 

"  The  grounds  of  his  dif-churching  all  our  congregations  are  three. 

"  Firft,  he  fays,  we  want  the  matter  of  a  viable  church,  which  are  faints 
by  calling.  But,  I  inquire,  where  had  he,  or  all  they  that  deny  the 
right  hand  of  fellowfhip  to  us,  their  calling,  but  in  our  Englifh  congre- 
gations. Say  not  all  the  godly  that  are  begotten  here  are  begotten  of 
adultery,  for  God  is  not  wont  to  blefs  the/ bed  of  adultery  with  a  greater 
encreafe  than  the  bed  of  wives. 

"  The  fecond  ground  is  taken  from  our  want  of  the  eflential  form  of  a 
true  church,  which,  as  he  coneeiveth,  is  a  right  conftitution  by  mutual 
covenant  between  the  paftor  and  people,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  The  third  is  taken  from  the  ftate  of  our  church  government,  which 
he  reporteth  to  put  a  heavy  yoke  on  God's  people.  What  is  amifs  in 
any  of  them  or  their  ways,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  juftify,  but  to 
omit  other  queftions  too  large  to  be  put  upon  this  paper,  and  to  join 
sflue  with  him  upon  his  own  principles.     It  is  not  a  falfe  nor  tyrannical 

VOL,  XX.  D  one 
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In  the  progrcfs  of  our  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  it  is  proper 
to  mention  the  fettlement  of  Dorchefter,  which  was  next 
to  Bofton  ,  which  always  has  been  a  flourifhing  place,  and 
fupported  the  character  of  a  people  remarkable  for  their 
attention  to  religious  duties.  The  Indian  name  was  Ma* 
tapen.  The  firft  fettlers  were  Ludlow,  Roffeter,  Glover, 
Clap,  &c.  who  formed  a  church  and  invited  Mr.  John 
Wareham  and  Mr.  John  Maverick  to  be  their  minifters, 
and  called  the  town,  Dorchefter,  in  honour  of  Mr*  White, 
heretofore  mentioned  as  minifter  of  Dorchefter  in  Eng- 
land. The  worthy  gentlemen  who  took  charge  of  the 
church  in  this  place  did  not  long  continue  among  them. 
Mr.  Maverick  died  a  ihort  time  after,  being  nearly  fixty 
years  of  age  ;  and  Mr.  Wareham  removed  to  a  fettlement, 
on  the  eaft  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  which  had  the 
name  of  Eaft-Windfor  given  to  if.* 

"  Mr.  Maverick  was  a  man  of  a  very  humble  fpirit,  and 
faithful  in  furthering  the  work  of,  the  Lord  both  in  the 
churches  and  their  civil  ftate."     [Winthrop. J 

Dorchefter  was  the  Jirft  fettled  church  and  town  in  Maf- 
fachufetts,  according  to  Mr.  Prince  ;  and  we  are  told,  that 
on  all  public  occafions,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  took 
the  precedence  of  other  towns.  It  feems,  that  the  fathers 
of  this  place  arrived  rather  earlier  than  the  company  in 
the  Arabella,  who  joined  Mr.  Grove's. fettlement  at  Mifha- 
wum,  or  Charleftown-neck. 

During  the  fummer  of  the  year  1630,  the  minifters 
preached  to  the  fever al  congregations  at  Charleftown,  Dor- 
chefter, and  Watertown.  For,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Wilfon 
at  Charleftown,  and  the  paftors  of  the  Dorchefter  church, 

♦  there 

one  (as  he  calleth  it)  of  the  prelates  of  the  church  that  can  difannul  the 
being  of  a  church,"  &c. 

The  conclufion  is  in  thefe  expreffions  :  "  1  fay  no  more.  Reject,  not 
the  womb  that  bare  you,  nor  the  paps  that  gave  you  fuck  ;  till  Chrift 
give  us  a  bill  of  divorcement,  do  not  you  divorce  yourfelves  from  us. 
The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  Ihow  you  as  much  mercy  as  he  hath  done  to  us, 
and  ftill  doth,  and  fo  may  he  do  for  you,  and  more  and  more  forever. 
*  "  Have  pity  alfo  upon  thofe  poor  creatures  that  die  amongft  you,  and» 
as  it  is  faid,  fome  for  lack  of  necefTaries.  Call  upon  the  richer  fort  for 
a  companionate  heart  and  hand.  We  do  the  like  heie  for  yours  and 
ours,  as  we  may." 

*  Vid.  M'Clure's  Account  of  Eaft-Windfor,  Hift.  Collections,  vol.  5. 


of  Maffachufetts.  ig 

there  was  Mr,  George  Phillips,  whole  voice  alfo  cried  in 
the  wildernefs  ;  who,  with  Sir  R.  Saltonllall  and  others, 
laid  the  foundation  of  Watertown,  a  village  which  foon 
became  refpectable  among  the  plantations  of  Maifachufetts, 
and  continues  to  flourilh  unto  the  prefent  times. 

The  church  of  Charleilown  divided  the  latter  part  of 
this  year,  and  a  part  fettled  Shawmut.  Particularly  Mr* 
Jfaac  Johnfon,  who  built  a  houfe  on  a  fpot  which  is  now 
confidered  as  a  moil  eligible  fituation,  and  then  was  called 
Tremontane,  from  three  hills  approximating  each  other. 
It  retains  the  name  of  Tremont-ftreet,  and  is  an  elevation 
which  commands  very  beautiful  furrounding  profpects. 
Mr.  Johnfon  -was  the  hufband  of  the  lady  Arabella,  who 
clied  at  Salem,  and  was  doubtlefs  one  of  the  moil  amiable 
of  women.  He  was  a  very  popular  character,  of  a  gen- 
erous, noble  fpirit,  much  intereiled  in  the  fettlement  of  the 
country,  and,  on  his  death-bed,  rejoiced  that  his  eyes  had 
feen  the  promifed  land.  He  was  buried  in  the  ground, 
iince  called  the  Chapel  burial-place  \  and  as  others  died, 
they  defired  their  bodies  might  be  laid  near  him.  It  is 
natural  to  wifh  that  the  kindred  dull  may  mingle,  though 
many  think  it  a  weaknefsj  who  are  very  rational  and  cold 
in  their  conceptions  ;  but  it  is  fomething*like  a  fentiment 
of  the  heart,  and  muil  certainly  influence  where  there  is 
a  glow  of  the  focial  affections. 

The  Fir  ft  Church  in  Boflon  was  built  onx  a  fpot  more 
fouth-eafterly  than  the  place  where  it  is  fituated  at  prefent. 
Jt  became  diftincl:  very  foon  from  the  church  at  Charlef- 
town, who  fettled  Mr.  James,  while  Mr.  Wilfon  kept  his 
relation  with  the  other  part  of  the  brethren.  This  wor- 
thy man  went  to  England  the  enfuing  fpring,  and  left  his 
congregation  on  each  fide  the  river  to  the  care  of  thofe 
who  could  prophefy  ;  though  they  were  not  qualified  to 
preach.  A  particular  defcription  of  their  parting  is  writ- 
ten by  Governor  Winthrop.  "  On  the  29th  of  March, 
1 63 1,  Mr.  Coddington,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  divers  of  the 
congregation,  met  at  the  Governor's,  and  there  Mr.  Wil- 
fon, praying  and  exhorting  to  love,  &c.  commended  to 
them  the  exercife  of  prophecy  in  his  abfence,  and  defigned 
thofe  whom  he  thought  moil  fit  for  it,  viz.  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Dudley,  and  Mr.  Nowel,  the  elder  ;    then  he  defired 

the 
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the  Governor  to  commit  himfelf  and  the  reft  to  God  by 
prayer,  which  being  done,  they  accompanied  him  to  the 
boat,  and  fo  they  went  over  to  Charleftown  to  go  by  land 
unto  the  fhip.,?  This  fhip  failed  April  lft,  from  the  town 
of  Salem,  and  arrived  at  London  in  twenty^nine  days. 

About  this  time,  the  church  in  Salem,  having  called 
Mr.  Roger  Williams  to  be  their  teaching  elder,  received 
a  letter  from  the  Court  holden  in  Bofton  to  this  effect  : 
"  That  their  teacher  would  not  commune  with  the 
churches  in  Bofton,  becaufe  they  would  not  make  a  pub- 
lick  declaration  of  their  repentance  for  having  communion 
with  the  churches  of  England  while  they  tarried  there." 
Another  peculiarity  qf  this  divine  was,  "  that  the  magif- 
trate  might  not  punifh  the  breach  of  the  fabbath,  nor  any 
other  offence  that  was  a  breach  of  the  firft  table."  It  was 
matter  of  furprife  to  all  who  knew  thefe  things,  that  the 
good  people  of  Salem  ffiould  be  fo  precipitate  in  their 
choice,  and  proceed  fq  far  without  confulting  their  brethren 
in  other  parts  of  the  plantation.  He  had  only  been  in  the 
country  a  few  weeks  when  his  invitation  came  to  fettle 
with  the  people  of  Salem.  In  February,  the  Jhip  Lyon 
brought  a  number  of  paffengers,  among  them  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, "■  a  godly  man,"  fays  Governor  Winthrop  ;  and 
who  doubtlefs  poffeffed  many  excellent  gifts  amidft  the 
excentricities  of  his  opinion,  and  certain  irregularities  of 
conduct. 

Many  things  are  related  of  this  diftinguifhed  character 
in  the  annals  of  Maffachufetts  ;  he  afterwards  made  a 
greater  figure  in  the  fettlement  of  the  Providence  planta- 
tions. Upon  the  remonftrance  of  the  General  Court,  he 
went  to  Plymouth,  where  he  a|Iifted  Ralph  Smith  until  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1632,  when  he  returned  to  Salem,  and 
preached  tp  a  people  who  certainly  admired  his  pulpit  tal- 
ents. He  gave  fatisfaction  to  thofe  who  were  prejudiced 
againft  him,  on  account  of  the  contracted  fpirit  he  had 
difcovered  ;  and  offered  to  burn  the  book  with  his  own 
hand,  if  this  mould  be  required.  For  fome  time  the 
churches  had  reft,  except  fome  trifling  differences  in  par- 
ticular churches,  which  caHed  for  a  conference,  in  which 
the  magiftrates,  Winthrop,  Dudley,  and  Nowel,  gave  their 
opinion  as  men  gifted  and  learned  in  theological  contro- 

verfy. 
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verfy.  Very  particular  mention  is  made  of  an  elder  in  the 
church  at  Watertown,  much  to  his  honour  in  an  age 
of  bigotry,  though  cenfured  by  worthy  men  who  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  fpirit  of  the  age.  "  The  congregation 
being  much  divided  about  their  elder,  Mr.  Brown,  both 
parties  repaired  to  the  Governor  for  affiftance,  whereupon 
he  went  to  Watertown  with  the  Deputy-Governor,  &c. 
and  the  congregation  being  affemb^ed,  the  Governor  told 
them,  that  being  come  to  fettle  peace,  they  might  proceed 
in  three  diftind  refpecls.  1.  As  magiftrates,  their  affiftance 
being  defired.  2.  As  members  of  a  neighbouring  congre? 
gation.  3.  Upon  the  anfwer  we  received  of  our  letter, 
which  did  no  way  fatisfy  us.  But  Mr.  Phillips,  the  pak 
tor,  denied  we  fhould  fit  as  members  of  a  neighbouring 
congregation,  whereunto  we  confented."  [Winthrop's 
Jour.  Dec.  8,  163 1.]  [y 

The  queftion  was,  whether  the  churches  pf  Rome  could 
be  true  churches  ?  The  elder  had  faid,  they  might  be,  not? 
withftanding  their  degeneracy  and  corruptions  ;  but  the 
fentiment  was  declared  to  be  erroneous,  $  this  was  a  deT 
claration  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  though  fome  dif- 
fented. 

The  little  flock  fcattered  in  this  wilder nefs  were  not  left 
as  fheep  without  a  fhepherd,  having  fuch  a  man  as  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  to  lead  and  guide  them  ;  but  they  were 
glad  to  have  paftors  fet  over  them,  and  rejoiced  when  fuch 
came  to  America,  who  would  abide  with  particular 
churches,  That  excellent  man,  Mr.  John  Eliot,  arrived 
at  Bofton,  1631  ;  joined  the  church  there,  and  was  invited 
to  be  their  teacher,  but  preferred  a  fpot  a  few  miles  dis- 
tance, which  was  named  Roxbury,  where  he  became  a  ufe*> 
ful  minifter  ;  his  works  ftill  praife  him.  Hooker,  Cotton, 
and  Welde,  were  foorjL  added  to  the  worthies  of  the  plantat 
tion,  and  fed  the  people  with  knowledge,  guiding  their 
particular  flocks  where  the  defert  land  exhibited  the  face 
of  cultivated  fociety,  and  the  thorny  wilds  had  become 
green  pq/lures.  The  great  and  good  men  in  the  parent 
country,  who  could  not  enjoy  reft  on  account  of  their  be^ 
lief,  however  they  conducted  ;  whofe  good  names  could 
not  fecure  them  from  reproach,  nor  their  innocence  and 
probity  defend  them  from  the  rods  of  ecclefiaftick  tyrants, 
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with  which  they  were  fometimes  fcourged,  and  which  were 
continually  fhaken  over  their  heads,  turned  their  views 
towards  this  new  world  ;  and  here  many  of  them  found 
a  fhelter  from  the  florm,  and  a  fhadow  from  the  heat. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1633,  the  famous  John 
Cotton  arrived  at  Bofton,  and  was  immediately  connected 
with  the  Firft  Church,  When  he  joined  the  church,  he  of- 
fered his  fon  for  baptifm,  who  had  the  name  Sea-born  given 
him  becaufe  he  was  born  on  the  water  :  it  is  worthy  of 
notice,  [in  this  place]  becaufe  this  adminifh  ation  of  bap* 
tifm  affords  us  a  view  of  his  opinion  of  the  ordinance.  He 
did  not  baptife  the  child  on  the  ocean,  becaufe  there  was 
not  a  regular  congregation  there.  But  another  reafon  was, 
that  a  minifter  had  no  power  to  give  the  feals  but  in  his 
own  congregation.  He  would  not  confent  that  his  wife 
fhould  make  an  open  confeffion  of  her  faith,  when  fhe  was 
admitted  to  the  church,  becaufe,  he  faid,  it  was  againft  the 
apoflle's  order,  and  not  fit  for  a  woman's  modefty  ;  but 
he  gave  his  teftimony  of  her  qualifications,  and  contented 
that  the  elders  ihould  examine  her.  When  they  were 
admitted,  and  their  child  baptifed,  the  father  prefented  it  5 
« — the  child xs  baptifm  being,  as  he  affirmed  on  other  occa-  . 
fions,  the  father's  inftruclion  for  the  help  of  his  faith. 

In  fuch  high  efteem  was  Mr.  Cotton  held,  that  his  word 
became,  as  it  were,  a  law  to  the  people.  From  the  refpect 
the  magiftrates  paid  to  his  opinion,  we  mould  fuppofe 
oracles  of  wifdom  dropped  from  his  lips.  But  there  was 
a  time  when  he  difcovered  a  want  of  judgment  in  his 
preaching,  and  of  difcretion  in  his  conduct ;  when  he  en- 
dangered his  own  reputation,  and  appeared  one  of  thofe 
who  threw  all  things,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  into  confufion. 
We  muft  impute  this  to  the  nature  of  enthufiafm.  There 
is  frequently  a  romantick  ardour,  which  religious  people 
have  in  propagating  their  opinions,  and  which  they  mif- 
take  for  evangelical  zeal  :  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the 
fruits  of  it,  there  w  nothing  like  the  beauties  of  holinefs, 
or  law  of  love.  Whoever  reads  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Hutch- 
infon  muft  be  convinced  of  this,  whether  he  reflects  upon 
the  co  *ducc  of  her  friends  and  adherents  ;  or  the  oppofi- 
tion  that  was  made  to  her  by  the  magiftrates,  and  by  all 
the  minifters.     We  may  except  Cotton  and  Wheelwright 
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The  one  was  her  brother,  and  as  complete  an  Antinomian 
in  his  principles,  with  a  temper  fimilar  to  herfelf.  Mr.  Cofc- 
ton  was  alfo  her  paftor,  and  had  uttered  fentiments  fo 
much  like  thofe  which  fhe  propagated,  that  he  was  accufed 
of  being  of  the  fame  party.  It  was  this  controverfy  which 
caufed  the  fynod  to  be  called  in  1637.  Many  errors  were 
pointed  out  and  condemned.  Before  we  give  a  partic- 
ular account  of  this,  however,  we  are  to  confider  the  rife 
and  confequences  of  another  difpute  between  the  people  of 
Salem  and  the  government,  and  which  ended  in  the  ban- 
ifhment  of  Roger  Williams. 

Mr.  Skelton  died  in  1634.  Mr.  Williams  was  chofen 
his  fuccelfor.  It  has  been  related,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
lingular  opinions,  fome  of  which  he  gave  up  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  or  from  conviction.  He  was  again  accufed  of 
oppofing  the  government,  equally,  with  the  prevailing- 
opinions  of  the  churches.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  cafe, 
from  the  papers  which  have  come  down  to  us,  he  defend- 
ed himfelf  againft  the  paftors  of  the  other  churches,  and 
the  magiftrates,  with  much  acumen,  and  a  candid  fpirit. 
Polemick  theologians  difcover  too  often  an  acerbity  of 
fpirit  and  farcaftick  humour  in  their  contentions  for  the 
truth,  although  their  cry  is,  they  are  all  for  peace*  His 
writings,  if  they  be  a  fair  copy  of  his  mind,  fhow  him  to 
be  a  better  man,  than  he  is  defcribed  in  the  early  hiftory 
of  this  country. 

By  fome  writers  he  is  held  up  as  an  enemy  to  the  peace 
and  order  of  fociety  ;  a  man  opinionated  and  turbulent  ; 
a  religious  bigot,  whofe  aim  was  to  make  confuftons  in  the 
churches,  or  to  be  marked  for  his  piety,  or  Angularity. 
That  very  liberality  of  fentiment  is  cenmred  by  the  author 
of  the  Magnalia,  which  would  caft  a  lufire  around  him  in 
the  prefent  age. 

By  other  hiftorians,  he  is  reprefented  to  be  a  man  of 
good  temper,  with  a  zeal  for  the  truth. 

"  Mr.  Williams  appeared/'  fays  Mr.  Callender  in  his  Ac- 
count of  Rhode-Ifland,  "  through  the  whole  tenor  and 
courfe  of  his  life  and  conduct,  to  be  one  of  the  moft  difin- 
tereiled  men  that  ever  lived,  a  moft  pious  and  heavenly- 
minded  foul." 

He 
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He  certainly  fupported  a  mod:  excellent  character  after 
he  went  to  Providence  plantations,  and  the  next  genera* 
tion  ought  to  have  forgotten  his  errors.  Much  allowance 
Ihould  be  made  for  him,  when  we  confider  that  Mr. 
Cotton  and  Governor  Winthrop  were  his  oppofers,  and 
that  they  were  enthufiaftically  fond  of  that  conftitution  of 
church  government  which  he  difliked.  He  was  for  in- 
dulging unlimited  toleration  of  religious  Opinions.  But 
they  thought  otherwife  ;  that  it  was  not  only  an  error 
but  a  crime  to  admit  fuch  a  latitude  of  thinking  ;  that  it 
was  neceffary  rather  to  ufe  a  whip  of  cords,  and  drive 
men  in,  as  well  as  out  of  the  temple.  We  muft  recur  to 
facts  when  we  pretend  to  decide  concerning  his  conduct. 
Thefe  certainly  fhow  how  far  he  was  involved  in  theolog- 
ical herefy,  and  guilty  of  political  tranfgreffion.  The 
Governor  and  Aftiftants  met  in  Bofton,  27th  December, 
1634,  and  took  into  confideration  a  treatife  Mr.  Williams 
(then  of  Salem)  had  fent  unto  them  5  and  which  he  had 
formerly  written  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Plym- 
outh ;  wherein  among  other  things  he  difputed  their  right 
to  the  lands  they  poffefTed  there,  and  concluded  that  claim- 
ing by  the  King's  grant  they  could  have  no  title,  nor 
otherwife,  except  they  compounded  with  the  natives. 

For  this,  taking  advice  with  fome  of  the  moft  judicious 
minifters,  who  much  condemned  Mr.  Williams's  error  and 
prefumption,  they  gave  order  that  he  fhould  be  convened 
to  the  next  Court,  to  be  cenfured,  &c. 

There  were  three  paffages  in  which  they  were  offended. 
1  ft.  For  that  he  charges  King  James  with  telling  a  folemn 
lie  in  publick,  becaufe  in  the  Patent  he  blefles  God  that  he 
was  the  firft  Chriftian  Prince  that  had  difcovered  the  land, 
adly.  For  that  he  charges  him  and  others  with  blafphemy, 
for  calling  Europe  Chriftendom  or  the  Church  world. 
3dly.  For  that  he  did  apply  to  King  Charles  thofe  three 
places  in  the  Revelations,  &c. 

Mr.  Endicot  being  abfent,  the  Governor  wrote  to  him, 
"  letting  him  know  what  was  done,  and  withal  adding  fev- 
eral  arguments  to  confute  the  faid  errors,  wifhing  him  to 
deal  with  Mr.  Williams  to  retracl  the  fame,  and  whereunto 
he  returned  a  very  modeft  and  difcreet  anfwer.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams alfo  wrote  to  the  Governor  (and  alfo  to  him)  and 
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the  reft  of  the  Council  very  fubmiflively,  profeffing  his 
intent  to  have  been  only  to  have  written  for  the  private 
fatisfaction  of  the  gentlemen,  &c.  of  Plymouth,  without 
any  further  purpofe,  if  the  Governor  had  not  required  a 
copy  of  hirn.  At  the  next  Court,  he  gave  fatisf action, 
and  the  matter  ended." 

This  narrative  of  what  Mr.  Williams  faid,  and  did, 
might  come  with  more  propriety  into  the  political  hiftory 
of  Maffachufetts  ;  but  it  has  fome  relation  to  the  account 
of  the  religious  controverfy  which  fucceeded  ;  and  it  cer- 
tainly puts  the  character  of  the  man  in  a  more  favourable 
view  than  many  have  confidered  it.  From  an  excentricity 
of  genius  he  might  be  led  into  ftrange  miftakes';  but  he 
was  not  difpofed  to  maintain  his  opinion,  in  oppofition  to 
the  general  fentiment  of  the  people.  It  would  have  been 
happy  for  him,  and  his  friends,  had  he  been  as  ready  to 
retract  his  errors  in  certain  doctrines  of  religion  ;  and 
much  for  the  credit  of  New-England  if  he  had  experienced 
lefs  feverity  from  the  magiftrates,  and  more  candid  treat- 
ment from  his  clerical  brethren.  Mr.  Roger  Williams, 
like  other  partizans  0$  religious  controverfy,  was  more 
zealous  to  maintain,  to  defend,  and  propagate  fcholaftick 
notions,  or  fentiments  of  little  confequence  to  good  morals, 
than  he  had  been  when  he  firft  wrote  in  oppofition  to  pub- 
lick  fentiment  and  the  laws.  Then  he  declared  opinions 
more  alarming  to  the  ftate  of  fociety,  in  this  new  world  ; 
though  much  more  confident  with  the  energies  of  a  great 
mind.  Here  he  difcovered  the  fruits  of  an  obftinacy  and 
inflexible  perfeverance,  which  hitherto  had  not  been  cha- 
racteriftick  of  the  man.  His  adverfaries  were  alfo  ftrong 
in  their  prejudices.  Their  zeal  was  more  like  the  fire  that 
burneth,  than  the  godly  jealoufy  of  the  meek  apoftles  of 
the  Chriftian  faith.  All  perfecution  for  religious  opinions 
is  wrong.  Our  fathers  indulged  the  fpirit  of  it  more  than 
became  men,  who  had  complained  of  the  bigotry  of  other 
churches,  and  openly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  freedom  and 
toleration,  in  the  parent  iiate.  They  were  moil:  excellent 
men  ;  but  where  do  we  find  men  fo  excellent,  that  fome- 
thing  does  not  intervene  which  fhows  that  no  characters 
on  earth  Ihine  with  a  pure  and  perfect  lufire  ? 

E  The 
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The  obfervation  is  not  to  be  confined  to  the  controversy 
with  Roger  Williams,  but  appears  to  be  be  juft,  upon 
fucceeding  views  of  their  conduct  towards  Mrs.  Hutcnin- 
fon,  the  various  feels  of  Antinomians,  whofe  doctrines 
were  contrary  to  theirs  ;  or  to  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  per- 
fuafion,  the  Baptifts,  and  Quakers,  who  made  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  form  and  difcipline  of  the  churches. 

The  doctrines,  for  which  Roger  Williams  was  banifhed, 
were  : — "  That  a  magistrate  ought  not  to  tender  an  oath 
to  an  unregenerate  man,  for  that  we  thereby  have  commu- 
nion with  a  wicked  man  in  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  caufe 
him  to  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain." 

"  That  it  is  not  lawful  for   an  unregenerate  man  td 
pray,  nor  for  good  men  to  join  in  family  prayer  with  thofe  " 
they  judge  unregenerate." 

"  That  the  civil  magiitrate  ought  not  to  puniih  breaches 
of  the  firft  table,  except  the  peace  of  the  community  was 
difturbed." 

Another  peculiar  fentiment  was,  that  after  meat  we 
ought  not  to  return  thanks. 

Other  charges  were  made  againfl:  him  ;  but  even  whea 
aggravated  with  acrimony  of  temper  by  his  adverfaries, 
they  amount  only  to  extravagant  conduct  ;  or  an  extraor- 
dinary zeal  for  his  lingular  opinions,  which  would  not  be 
lingular  to  many  of  the  prefent  generation  ;  yet  were  then 
cenfured  by  the  magiftrates  and  minifters,  and  iffued  in 
his  removal  to  a  place  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
province. 

The  next  religious  controverfy  was  lefs  important  in  its 
nature  ;  but  involved  fomething  more  remarkable  in  its 
confequences.  This  was  a  mere  queftion  of  Antinomi- 
anifm,  which  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  a  woman  of  fenfe,  fpirit, 
and  party  zeal,  brought  forward  to  the  confideration  of 
the  publick. 

The  late  Gov.  Hutchinfon  has  printed  an  account  of 
her  trial,  which  is  a  curious  document  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  country,  where  every  queftion,  with  her  reply,  is 
marked  down  ; — every  perfon's  name  is  mentioned,  who 
put  the  queftions  to  the  lady  ;  and  fhe  appears  to  gain 
fuch  an  advantage  of  the  Court,  that  we  cannot  but  per- 
ceive it  was  the  hand  of  a  friend  who  took  minutes  of 
the  trial.  The 
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The  obfervation  of  a  writer  already  quoted,*  a  writer 
againfl  the  New-England  churches,  is,  that  a  ferious  quar- 
rel took  place  in  this  country.  They  fet  up  two  parties. 
One  for  the  covenant  of  works  ;  and  the  other  for  the  cov- 
enant of  grate  ;  and  they  quarrelled  till  they  who  were  for 
the  covenant  of  grace  banifhed  their  oppofers  to  the  plan- 
tations now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Rhode-Ifland  gov- 
ernment." Contrary  to  this  reprefentation,  they  who 
went  to  Rhode-Ifland  were  the  Antinomians.  It  is  true 
that  many  things  might  have  been  fettled  by  the  exercife 
of  candour  and  prudence,  which  caufed  a  difference  between 
the  church  in  Bofton,  and  the  neighbouring  churches  ;  it  is 
likewife  true  that  Mr.  Coddington  and  others,  principal 
members  of  the  Firft  Church,  either  from  ferious  motives, 
or  difpleafure  at  the  influence  of  Winthrop  and  Dudley,  left 
the  town,  and  fixed  at  RhodeJfland,  where  they  became  a 
diftintt  government.  Mr.  Williams  had  gone  before  to 
Providence,  and  did  more  than  any  other  man  in  this  wilder- 
nefs  to  calm  the  fpirits  of  the  favages,  and  to  prevent  the 
whites  in  the  neighbouring  plantations  from  becoming  a  prey 
to  their  cruel  flratagems.  Both  Williams  and  Coddington 
were  friendly  to  the  people  of  MafTachufetts,  and  after- 
wards maintained  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  their  old 
friends,  and  fome  principal  characters,  being  efteemed  and 
valued  by  them,.  It  is  very  difficult  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  influence  of  political  and  religious  opinions,  when  the 
parties  are  zealous  in  the  community.  Religion  entered 
into  every  thing  which  arretted  the  attention  of  the  fathers 
qf  MafTachufetts,  and  the  magiflrates  were  elefted  and  dif- 
miffed,  according  to  the  principles  or  notions  which  were 
moft  prevalent.  The  difpute  with  Wheelwright  and  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon  was,  properly  fpeaking,  an  Antinomian  contro- 
verfy,  but  it  had  its  influence  upon  all  the  civil  affairs  of 
the  plantation.  In  the  year  1636,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the 
governor,  was  on  one  fide  ;  and  the  deputy-governor,  on 
another  ;  both  were  learned  in  theology  ;  none  of  the 
miniflers  underftood  the  fubjecl  better.  Winthrop  had, 
more  prudence  and  learning  ;  and  the  people  of  the  inland 
towns  were  more  acquainted  with  his  worth.  They  had 
made  every  exertion  to  get  him  into  the  chair  ;    but  the 
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people  of  Bofton  were  fond  of  this  ftranger.  Struck  with 
the  gravity  of  the  man,  and  being  influenced  by  Cotton, 
who  believed  Vane  to  be  a  faint  becaufe  he  was  an  enthu- 
fiaft,  they  fupported  his  intereft  in  the  Hate,  and  his  relig- 
ious fentiments  in  the  churches.  They  filled  the  air  with 
their  plaudits,  and  the  ftorm  of  their  wrath  burft  upon  the 
head  of  his  enemies,  efpecially  on  Winthrop,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
fon  their  own  paftor,  whofe  firmnefs  on  the  occafion  was 
remarkable,  confidering  the  mild  tenor  of  his  deportment 
at  other  times.  For  he  was  a  perfon  of  condefcending 
manners  and  loved  every  thing  which  makes  peace.  But 
he  joined  his  influence  with  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns, 
and  warmly  fupported  their  caufe,  fo  as  to  have  the  election 
proceed  in  May,  1637,  when  Bofton  made  every  attempt 
to  flop  it,  and  the  afTembly  did  not  proceed  till  they  were 
moved  by  his  fpeech.  That  year,  however,  Mr.  Winthrop 
was  chofen  governor,  and  Vane,  with  his  particular  ad- 
herents, left  out  of  the  magiftracy.  Had  not  this  altera- 
tion been  made,  there  would  have  been  the  greateft  dan- 
ger tp  the  good  New-England  principles,  which  the  firft 
fettlers  profefTed  ;  and  a  probability  that  their  faith  being 
wrecked,  the  veflel  of  ftate  would  alfo  fink  in  the  waves. 

Mr.  Coddington,  Mr.  Vane,  and  moft  of  the  members 
of  Bofton  church,  with  their  teacher,  Mr.  Cotton,  were 
reckoned  friends  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon.  Some  joined  fully 
in  her  opinion  of  j unification  ;  others  wiflied  to  make  ufe 
of  her  influence  and  party,  to  eftablifh  their  own  fpiritual 
dominion  over  the  people  in  the  land.  She  was  brought 
into  court,  November,  1637.  The  account  of  her  trial 
has  been  mentioned,  but  it  feems  proper  we  fhould  know 
the  opinion  of  our  early  hiftorians  concerning  this  extra- 
ordinary woman.  One  of  them  fays,  "  this  gentlewoman 
was  of  a  nimble  wit,  voluble  tongue,  and  great  charity, 
efpecially  when  the  children  of  the  houfehold  of  faith  flood 
in  need  of  the  afliftance  of  each  other  ;  which  was  the  op- 
portunity ufually  taken  to  inlinuate  into  the  fpiritual  ftate 
of  thofe  fhe  came  among,  telling  them  of  the  danger  of 
being  under  a  covenant  of  works  ;  by  which  means  the 
affections  of  thofe,  labouring  under  bodily  infirmities,  be- 
came fufceptible  of  any  novel  impreflions,  efpecially  fuch  as 
tended  to  exalt  free  grace,  deprefs  the  creature,  and  leave 

all 
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-all  for  Chrift  to  do.  And  as  the  devil  attempted  to  ruin 
mankind  by  the  infinuation  of  a  new  divinity,  began  with 
Eve,  and,  by  her,  furprifed  her  hufband  ;  the  fame  courfe 
is  ftill  found  the  moft  fuccefsful,  and  was  to  admira^ 
tion  verified  with  the  good  ladies  in  and  about  Bofton." 
Hubbard, 

When  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  was  brought  into  court,  and 
lhe  was  charged  with  her  errors,  Ihe  was  told  to  reform 
her  manners,  or  me  muft  fuffer  the  penalty  of  the  law* 
She  folicited  to  fpeak  upon  the  occafion,  and  it  being  granU 
ed9  me  declared  the  manner .  of  God's  dealing  with  her, 
applying  certain  texts  of  fcripture  to  herfelf,  like  other 
fanaticksj  who  flatter  themfelves  with  the  imaginary  ex- 
cellencies of  their  character,  or  the  peculiar  interpofitions 
of  heaven  in  their  favour,  and  thus  claim  a  diftin&ion 
among  their  fellow-creatures,  which  their  good  works 
would  never  give  them.*  In  the  plenitude  of  her  fpirit- 
ual  affurance  fhe  threw  fuch  an  infult  upon  the  court, 
as  to  quote  the  paiTage  in  Daniel,  where  the  princes  and 
prefidents  fought  fomething  againft  him  ;  faying, "  See,  this 
4ay,  this  fcripture  fulfilled  in  mine  eyes  !  Take  heed  what 
ye  do  unto  me  ;  I  am  in  the  hands  of  God  my  faviour." 
One  text  of  fcripture  fhe  fpake  with  peculiar  emphafis. 
Jeremiah  46.  "  Though  I  make  a  full  end  of  all  the  nations, 
yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee."  Mr.  Hubbard  fays 
this  "  is  very  remarkable  as  to  the  end  that  befel  her/* 
It  feems  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  went  from  this  province  to 
Rhode-Ifland,  thence  to  New- York,  and  was  killed  by  the 
Indians.  Had  Governor  Winthrop,  from  whom  Hubbard 
takes  his  remarks,  omitted  fome  obfervations  and  certain 
matters  related  as  facts,  his  journal  would  now  be  held  in 
greater  credit.  But  whatever  he  wrote,  he  believed  fully ; 
and  fome,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion  refpecling 
her  principles,  were  perfuaded  that  the  divine  judgments 
followed  that  unhappy  woman.  It  was  an  age  of  credu- 
lity. This  gentleman,  and  the  hiftorian  aforementioned, 
were  among  the  beft  men,  and  the  moft  judicious,  this 
country  ever  produced.  But  no  man  is  wife  at  all  times  ; 
and  thofe  who  are  judicious  in  moft  things,  often  fhow  a 
weaknefs  of  mind  in  certain  opinions  which  have  fome- 
thing 
f  See  Winthrop,  Mather,  &c* 
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thing  marvellous  in  the  relation,  or  are  combined  with 
their  prejudices.  Many  of  the  prefent  generation  with 
juftice  fmile  at  the  abfurd  account  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon, 
related  in  Winthrop's  Journal ;  but  the  report  at  the  time 
obtained  general  credit.  It  came  from  a  diftance,  and 
there  were  none  to  contradict  it.  The  prodigies  and 
ftrange  events,  mentioned  by  ancient  hiftorians  of  the  firft 
name,  do  not  deftroy  the  general  belief  of  their  writings. 
In  the  pages  of  Livy  and  Plutarch,  the  groffeft  abfurdities 
are  mingled  with  that  luminous  narration  of  truths  which 
conftitute  the  excellency  of  their  hiftory.  Is  it  any  won- 
der that  grave  and  pious  men,  in  this  fecluded  part  of  the 
world,  mould  mention  as  facts  in  their  narrative,  what 
men  of  a  wifer  age  cannot  receive,  and  know  to  be  ab? 
furd  ?  But  it  does  not  deprive  them  of  their  reputation 
even  for  judgment,  when  we  make  proper  allowance  for 
the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  the  prejudices  of  peo- 
ple in  the  early  ftate  of  fociety.  We  may  confider  like- 
wife  what  paffed  in  the  old  countries  of  Europe,  at  this 
very  period.  There  were  men  in  England,  and  other 
places  in  that  civilized  part  of  the  globe,  as  much  the 
Haves  of  a  credulous  imagination,  as  the  people  who  fetr 
tied  thefe  plantations.  No  exception  is  made  to  the  abil? 
ities  and  character  of  chief  juftice  Hale,  who  lived  years 
after  Mr.  Winthrop,  yet,  in  certain  parts  of  his  writings, 
he  difcovers  as  much  imbecility  of  mind,  as  we  fee  in  the 
pages  of  the  New-England  Journal. 

This  epifode  is  defigned  to  chafe  away  wrong  impref- 
fions,  where  perfons  are  difpofed  to  make  ludicrous  or  fe- 
vere  obfervations  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  and 
to  tread  hardly  upon  the  afhes  of  our  fathers,  who  not 
only  baniihed  her  from  the  jurifdiction,  but  continued  to 
load  her  memory  with  reproaches,  and  make  the  divine 
vengeance  purfue  her.  Much  of  the  blame  falls  upon  the 
minifters,  who  were  zealous  men  ;  but  their  enemies  had 
become  the  prevailing  party,  and  might  have  kept  their  in- 
fluence had  they  not  been  more  fanatical  than  wife.  Had 
they  not  gone  to  an  extreme,  when  Vane  was  governor, 
which  excited  the  fpirit  of  moderate  men,  who  were  not 
much  difpofed  to  favour  one  ruler  more  than  another,  and 
fome  of  whom  difliked  the  power  given  to  the  clergy  in 
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the  affairs  of  the  province,  the  people  who  fettled  Rhode- 
Ifland  might  have  been  the  firft  characters  in  Maffachufetts* 
The  great  Cotton  would  have  not  wavered,  but  have  been 
a  partizan,  moft  likely,  in  their  caufe.  Wheelwright 
would  certainly  have  been  his  colleague,  and  even  their 
ciders  and  deacons  have  appeared  as  Jlars  in  the  churches. 
There  was  this  difference  between  Cotton  and  Wheel- 
wright. The  former  was  more  of  a  peacemaker ;  his 
zeal  was  qualified  ;  though  at  times  this  was  rather  like 
the  fire  of  emulation,  than  a  coal  taken  from  the  divine 
altar.  But  the  latter  was  opinionated,  decifive,  and  re- 
gardlefs  of  confequences.  He  cared  neither  for  men  nor 
meafures,  and  carried  his  feditious  language  even  to  the 
pulpit.  This  man  feemed  defirous  of  increaiing  the  un- 
happy divifions  which  then  difturbed  the  churches,  and 
were  combined  with  all  civil  bufinefs.  During  the  con- 
tention, Mr.  Cotton  preached  from  Ifaiah  lviii.  4.  ".Then: 
fhall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and  thy  health 
fpring  forth  fpeedily,"  &c. 

This  was  confidered  as  a  fermon  calculated  to  heal  the 
divifions,  and  make  men  judge  with  candour  ;  fuch  kind 
of  fermons  tend  to  do  good  at  any  period  ;  but  Wheel- 
wright preached  the  other  part  of  the  day,  and  was  fierce 
in  his  manner  of  fpeaking,  and  his  matter  was  more  un- 
becoming than  any  difcourfe  ever  preached  in  the  country. 
He  attacked  magiftrates  and  minifters,  calling  them  Jewsf 
Herods,  and  Philiftines,  and  faid  that  they  walked  in  fuch 
a  way  of  falvation  as  none  ever  did,  but  thofe  who  were 
under  a  covenant  of  works*,  For  this,  he  was  called  to  ac- 
count, and  though  a  number  of  his  refpectable  friends 
figned  a  proteft  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  he 
was  banifhed  for  fedition.  He  was  obftinate  for  fome 
time,  thinking  he  could  appeal  to  a  fuperiour  tribunal  in 
England  \  but  being  convinced  of  the  contrary,  he  fub- 
mitted,  and  left  the  province.  After  remaining  a  number 
of  years  in  exile,  he  made  an  open  confeffion  of  his  errors, 
and  was  reftored  to  the  communion  and  good  will  of  the 
people.  Winthrop  and  Dudley  exerted  themfelves  ftren- 
uoufly  to  crufh  the  influence  of  the  Antinomian  party,  ai*d 


*  T.  Welz's  Narrative, 


the 


3  2  Ecciefiajiical  Hiflory 

the  fynod  which  met  at  Newtown  this  year,  i  6jj,  gave  no 
fmall  ftrength  to  the  principles  which  they  approved. 

A  fynod  of  our  Congregational  churches  is  a  religious 
affembly,  called  on  fpecial  occafions,  for  giving  advice  and 
counfel  in  cafe  of  difficulty.  It  coniifts  of  the  minifters 
and  lay  meffengers,  fuch  as  each  religious  fociety  choofes 
to  fend,  who  debate  upon  the  fubject  before  them,  and 
prefent  the  refult  for  the  approbation  of  the  brethren  of 
the  feveral  churches.  No  fynod  is  allowed  to  pafs  cen- 
fures,  or  to  exert  authority,  jurifdiction,  or  difcipline  ;  but 
the  weight  of  their  opinion  is  very  confiderable,  and  had 
no  fmall  influence  in  the  early  fettlement  of  Maifachufetts. 
An  independent  fynod,  fays  Mr.  Neal,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
council  to  the  feveral  churches,  called  together  upon  pro- 
per occafions,  not  to  make  laws  and  decrees  which  fhall 
bind  men  upon  pain  of  excommunication  and  deprivation, 
but  to  advife  them  how  to  act  under  their  prefent  difficul- 
ties ;  and  if  a  church  or  private  perfon  refufes  to  hearken 
to  their  advice,  the  laft  remedy  is,  to  declare  they  will  no 
longer  hold  communion  with  them.  Magiftrates  have 
power  to  call  a  fynod,  when  the  publick  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try requires  it ;  and  may  fend  to  the  churches,  to  commif- 
fion  elders  and  meffengers  to  meet  together,  and  affift  them 
with  their  advice  ;  but  if  the  magiftrates  neglect  to  do 
this,  any  particular  church  may  fend  to  the  reft,  and  feek 
their  advice  in  the  fame  way. 

In  this  fynod,  the  firft  of  the  kind  affembled  in  New- 
England,  were  prefent,  the  meffengers  of  the  feveral 
churches  ;  the  magiftrates  of  the  province,  who  not  only 
added  to  the  dignity  of  the  fynod,  but  preferved  order 
and  kept  the  peace.  Such  as  gloried  in  their  Antinomian 
fentiments  were  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  debate.  Much  i 
fubtilty  and  theological  refinement  muft  have  been  dis- 
played ;  for  of  the  various  queftions  which  became  objects 
of  difcuffion,  no  lefs  than  eighty-two  errors  were  pointed 
out  in  their  refult.  The  moderators  of  the  fynod  were  the 
celebrated  Thomas  Hooker,  and  Peter  Buckley,  paftor  of 
the  church  in  Concord;  All  joined  in  the  condemnation] 
6f  the  new  opinions,  except  Mr.  Cotton,  who  openly  de-| 
clared  his  abhorrence  of  moft  of  the  errors,  which  indeed  I 
had  been  propagated  by  his  particular  friends,  who  were  j 
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very  fevere  in  their  animadverfions  on  his  conduct  ;  but 
in  the  article  of  j unification,  he  diffented  from  his  brethren 
of  the  fynod.  It  is  faid  the  Antinomians  were  very  inde- 
cent and  clamorous  ;  this  we  learn  from  Mr.  Welde,  who 
was  prefent,  and  afterwards  wrote  an  Account  of  the  rife, 
progrefs  and  ruin  of  Antinomianifm  in  Majfachufetis.  He  was 
a  bitter  enemy  to  the  feci,  but  does  not  give  a  worfe  ac- 
count of  their  conduct  than  others  who  were  lefs  engaged 
in  the  difpute.  Indeed  the  force  of  prejudice  operated 
upon  the  minds  of  every  clafs  in  the  community.  All 
the  accounts  agree  in  Hating  the  number  of  the  queftions 
difcuffed.  The  errors  were  firft  pointed  out  by  a  com- 
mittee 1  then  the  fubject  was  debated*  One  day  was 
given  for  the  defendants  ;  another  for  the  opponents  : 
after  which*  the  alfembly  made  up  their  judgment. 

One  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  left  the  province,  and 
went  to  Rhode-Ulan dj  has  given  a  narrative  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  fays,  that  notwithstanding  fo  many  errors 
were  brought  forward,  the  chief  points  of  difference  were 
<thefe. 

"  Touching  the  covenants  ;  and  in  the  points  of  a 
man's  evidencing  his  good  eftate." 

"  Some,"  he  "  obferves,  preffed  hard  for  a  covenant  of 
works,  and  for  fanclification  to  be  the  firft  and  chief  ev- 
idence. Others  preffed  as  hard  for  the  covenant  of  grace, 
that  was  eftablifhed  on  better  prornifes,  and  for  the  ev- 
idence of  the  Spirit,  as  that  which  is  a  more  fure,  con- 
ftant,  and  fatisfaciory  witnefs." 

Dr.  Mather  calls  thefe  men,  who  differed  from  the  fy- 
nod, opinioniftSi,  and  will  not  allow  that  his  anceftor,  Mr. 
Cotton,  was  one  of  them  ;  but  each  fide  claims  him  as  of 
their  way  of  thinking.  The  points  in  debate,  according 
to  him,  were  five. 

The  order  of  things  in  our  union  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  influence  of  our  faith  in  the  application  of  his 
righteoufnefs. 

The  ufe  of  our  fanclification  in  evidence  of  our  jufti- 
fication* 

The  confideration  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  by  men  yet 
under  a  covenant  of  works. 
vol.  ix.  F  v  The 
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The  grounds  of  our  afTurance  of  bleffednefs  in  a  future 
world. 

Thefe  points  were  debated  in  the  fynod  between  Mr. 
Cotton  and  the  fynod,  and  he  remained  unfatisfied  with 
all  their  arguments  and  perfuaiions.  The  Antinomians 
drew  all  their  confcquences  from  his  opinions,  and  there- 
fore accufed  him  of  inconfiftency,  dereliction  of  the  good 
caufe,  and  faid  he  might  be  compared  to  a  light  in  a 
dark  lantern. 

Mr.  Callender,  a  judicious  writer  of  the  Baptift  perfua- 
fion,  and  minifter  of  Rhode-Ifland,  tells  us,  that  each  fide 
afcribed  to  the  other  confequences  they  would  not  own. 
The  firft  of  the  eighty-two  errors,  difcuiled  in  the  fynod, 
charges,  as  a  confequence  of  the  opinion,  the  denial  of  the 
immortality  of  the  foul.  "  If  the  faculties  are  really  qui- 
efcent  and  paflive,  in  the  work  of  converfion,  or  regenera- 
tion, then  it  mull  die  with  the  body"  ;  and  yet  thefe  di- 
vines, without  one  exception,  believed  fully  the  doctrine 
of  election  and  irreiiftible  grace. 

The  main  queftion  in  the  difpute  was,  whether  any  man 
could  receive  the  comforts  of  his  juftification,  if  he  were 
fanctified  ;  or  by  what  evidence  a  man  could  know  his 
juftification  ?  u  The  bigger  part  of  the  country  made  the 
firft  main  ftrefs  upon  fanctification."  The  other  part 
thought  this  an  Arminian  fentiment,  inconftftent  with  the 
doctrines  of  grace,  and  "  made  the  application  of  the  Di- 
vine Spirit  as  a  promife  to  the  regenerate,  begetting  in 
them,  or  revealing  to  them  a  powerful  afTurance,"  the  only 
evidence  of  juftification. 

Thefe  doctrines  have  always  divided  the  Proteftants,  and 
ought  not  to  kindle  the  fire  of  contention  among  the  dif- 
ciples  of  the  Prince  of  peace.  Nothing  need  be  more  in- 
conftftent than  to  fuppofe  chriftians  to  be  of  one  opinion, 
where  freedom  of  thought  is  allowed,  and  the  Bible  is  in 
every  man's  hands,  for  each  one  to  form  his  judgment. 
The  fame  theological  opinions  are  as  much  in  difpute  now  ; 
but  we  can  bear  with  the  ebullition  of  religious  zeal  and 
feel  no  neceftity  of  calling  a  fynod,  and  of  having  the 
"voice  of  magiftrates  in  things  of  a  purely  fpiritual  nature. 
This  was  the  fault  of  an  age  lefs  diitinguiftied  by  its  can- 
dour, 


of  Maffachufdls.  35 

dour,  though,  as  many  think,  not  lefs  illuminated  with  the 
beams  of  evangelical  truth. 

After  this  controverfy,  new  fects  fprang  up  in  New- 
England,  whofe  giddy  reveries  led  to  a  very  fanatical  be- 
haviour.    They  were  generally  ftyled  Familifts  ;  and  were 
not  more  fudden  in  exprefllng  their  unfubftantial  notions, 
than  obflinate  in  defending  them.     Samuel  Gorton  was 
fuppofed  to  be   their   leader  ;    and   this   man   is  handed 
down  as  a  moil:  unprincipled  being,  by  Morton,  Mather, 
and  others,  who  have  imputed  every  thing  bad  to  him  ; 
but  we  ought  to  confider  the  force  of  their  prejudices 
which  prevented  them  from  being  impartial,  although  they 
were  fincere.      It  is  common  to  disfigure  opinions  that 
differ  from  ours,  especially  if  our  adverfaries  have  repre- 
sented us  to  be  deficient^  talents  and  honefty  ;    and  we 
certainly  exhibit  our  owrt  opinion  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage, when  nothing  guides  us  but  an  attachment  to.  our* 
way  of  thinking.     Gorton  wanted  a  clear  head  and  a  found 
judgment  ;  but  there  is  nothing  proved  which  makes  him 
appear  deftitute  of  religion,  which  is  fo  declared  in  our 
hiftories.     It  is  faid,  he  even  denied   a  future  exigence, 
and  was  an  enemy  to  the  moral  and  focial  virtues.     He, 
on  the  other  hand,  oppofes  them  who  had  thus  delineated 
his  character,  and  imputes  to  them   equal  weaknefs   of 
mind.     Gorton  came   to   Rhode-Mand  in   June,    1638  ^ 
two  years  afterwards  he  went  to  Providence.      A  com- 
plaint of  him  was  made  to  the  Maffachufetts  government, 
which  he  difregafded.     They  fummoned  him  to  appear 
at  Boflon  ;    he  refufed,  denying  their  jurifdiclion.     They 
fent  and  took  him,  kept  him  a  prifoner,  tried,  and  con- 
demned him.     He  was  bammed.     Then  he  fixed  his  reli- 
de-nce  at  Warwick,  one  of  the  towns  of  the  Providence  plan- 
tation.    He  lived  to  a  great  age,  officiated  as  a  minifter, 
became  learned  in  the  languages,  though  he  had  pretended 
to  defpife  human  learning  and  a  liberal  education.     His 
enmity  to  the  Quakers  has  been  alfo  a  fubjecl  of  remark, 
and  no  wonder  :    for  they  are  upon  the  extreme  oppofitb 
to  Antinomianifm,  and  all  the  errors  termed  Familiftick. 
Concerning  his  principles  and  his  life,  we  can  in  fome  mea- 
fure  judge  from  his  own  letter  to  Mr.  Morton,  wherein 
he  blames  him  for  his  manner  of  writing  his  memorial.* 

*  Vid.  Appendix  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory.  "  Yoil 
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"  You  fay  that  I  have  fpoken  words  that  there  is  no  ftate 
and  condition  of  men  after  this  life.  I  do  verily  believe 
there  is  not  a  man,  woman  or  child  upon  fhe  earth,  that 
will  come  forth  and  fay,  they  ever  heard  fuch  words  come 
out  of  my  mouth.  And  I  appeal  to  God,  the  judge  of  all 
fecrets,  that  there  never  was  fuch  a  thought  entertained 
in  my  heart." 

He  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  and  that 
he  preached  to  no  fmall  acceptance  in  London,  where  the 
congregations  heard  him  without  thofe  prejudices  which 
the  people  of  Plymouth  and  MafTachufetts  had  againft  him. 

"  The  minifters  of  London  were  among  his  hearers,  and 
they  appointed  lectures  there  and  in  other  places  for  him.** 

He  fays,  *1  You  know  that  I  hold  my  call  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  not  inferiour  to  any^minifter  in  the  country, 
though  I  was  not  bred  up  at  the  fchools  of  human  learn- 
ing ;  and  I  blefs  God  that  I  never  was  ;  left  I  had  been 
drowned  in  pride  and  ignorance,  through  Ariftotle's  prin- 
ciples, and  other  heathen  philofophers,  as  millions  are,  and 
have  been,  who  ground  their  preaching  of  the  gofpel  upon 
human  principles,  to  the  falfifying  the  word  of  God,  in 
the  ruin  of  men's  fouls.  Yet  this  I  doubt  not  of,  there 
has  been  as  much  true  ufe  made  of  the  languages,  within 
thefe  twenty  years  pail:,  in  the  place  where  I  live,  as  has 
been  in  any  church  in  New-England  :  I  know  the  man- 
ner of  your  preaching  very  well." 

This  letter,  the  whole  of  it  curious,  is  dated  Warwick^ 
June  30,  1669. 

From  comparing  all  accounts  we  can  obtain  of  Samuel 
Gorton,  he  was  an  excentrick  man,  a  great  enthuiiaft,  a 
rigid  Antinomian,  an  enemy  to  the  clergy  ;  he  defpifed 
their  mode  of  preaching.  He  was  at  times  a  difturber 
of  the  peace,  and  therefore  not  a  good  member  of  the 
community  ;  but  he  was  a  religious  man  in  his  profef- 
fions,  and  died  in  the  belief  of  what  he  fuppofed  to 
be  the  truths  of  the  Bible.  Some,  who  were  called  Gor- 
tonifts,  might  run  to  extremes,  and  to  greater  abfurdities 
.than  himfelf  ;  but  could  not  be  more  obnoxious  to  the 
magiftrates  and  minifters  of  Maflachufetts. 

Such  wild  notions  as  the  Familifts  and  other  fanaticks 
hold  and  believe,  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  caufe  of 
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virture  and  morality.  But  they  who  believe  them,  do 
not  admit  the  confequences.  Each  fectary  pretends  to  the 
fame  regard  for  the  Bible,  and  every  fyftem,  in  the  view 
of  its  mpporters,  will  make  men  wifer  and  better.  We 
often  fee  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  animating  the  lives  and 
converfation  of  perfons,  whofe  particular  fentiments  and 
circumftances  may  be  thought  very  unfavourable  to  its 
growth  ;  and  we  often,  alas  (  find  it  wanting,  where  it 
might  be  expecled  to  mine  in  its  greateft  ftrength  and 
luftre.  Let  the  opinions  of  the  Gortonifts  be  ever  fo  bad, 
they  denied  the  confequences  which  their  opponents  drew 
from  them,  and  even  Governor  Winthrop  faid,  at  the  trial 
of  their  leader,  he  could  agree  with  them  in  their  anfwers, 
though  he  could  not  in  their  writings. 

The  charge  was  exhibited  in  the  following  words  : 
Upon  much  examination  and  ferious  confideration  of 
your  writings,  with  your  anfwers  about  them,  we  do 
charge  you  with  being  a  blafphemous  enemy  of  the  true 
religion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  holy  ordinances,  and  alfo 
f6  of  civil  authority  among  the  people  of  God,  and  par- 
s' ticularly  in  this  jurifdiclion. M  The  Court  afked  Gorton 
what  he  underftood  by  the  faith  of  the  gofpel  ?  He  faid, 
"  It  was  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  ev- 
idence of  things  not  feen."  When  they  brought  forth 
his  writings,  he  explained  them  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no 
evidence  of  blafphemy  appeared,  and  he  was  condemned, 
againft  his  own  confeffion  of  his  principles,  by  that  opin- 
ion they  had  previoufly  taken  up  concerning  his  writing, 
which  was  a  hard  fentence,  and  contrary  to  our  ideas  of 
toleration  as  members  of  civil  fociety,  and  certainly  againft 
every  fentiment  clipped  in  the  dew  of  that  heavenly  char- 
ity which  is  not  confined  to,  or  excluded  from,  any  one 
party,  or  defcription  of  prqfeffing  difciples.* 

About 

*  Hutchinfon  fays,  the  fentence  of  the  Court  was  cruel,  Gorton  was 
ordered  to  be  confined  to  the  town  of  Charleftown,  there  to  be  kept  at 
work,  and  to  wear  fuch  bolts  and  irons  as  might  hinder  his  efcape  ;  and 
if  he  broke  his  confinement,  or  by  fpeech  or  writing  publifhed  or  main- 
tained any  of  the  blafphemous  abominable  herefies  wherewith  he  had 
been  charged  by  the  General  Court,  or  ihould  reproach  or  reprove  the 
churches  of  our  Lord' Jefus  Chrift  in  thefe.  United  Colonies,  upon  con^ 
•priori  thereof  he  fhould  fufFer  deatli. 

Gorton 


3$  Ecclefiqftkal  Hi/lory 

About  this  time,  feveral  minifters  came  over  to  Amer- 
ica^ fome  with  high  raifed  expectations  that  the  country, 
was  better  cultivated .  than  they  found  it,  and  that  they 
could  live  here  in  as  eafy  circumftances,  as  among  the 
European  fcttlements.  They  foon  found  themfelves  der 
ceived  ;  and  their  expectations  being  completely  fruftrat- 
ed,  every  defire  was  chilled  which  once  warmed  their 
breads  at  the  thought  of  palling  their  days  in  the  new 

world. 

Gorton  lays  that  they  call  a  lot  for  their  lives,  putting  it  to  the  ma- 

f"  )r  vote  of  the  Court  whether  they  ihould  live  or  die  ;  and  that  God  in 
is  providence  ordered  it  fo,  that  a  majority  of  two  votes  were  in  favour 
of  them.  But  feveral  things  which  he  averted,  were  abfolutely  denied, 
and  his  writings  fhow  a  man  opinionated,  with  ftrong  paffions,  and  a 
deep  fenfe  of  the  injury  done  him. 

After  being  confined  one  winter,  he  was  banifhed  from  MafTachufetts, 
and  from  the  land  purchafed  by  him  of  the  Indians.  But  he  went  to 
^England,  and  obtained  liberty  to  enjoy  thefe  lands  in  Norraganfet  bay. 

Gorton  came  to  Bolton  in  1648.  The  Court  upon  his  arrival  order- 
ed him  to  be  apprehended,  but  producing  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  defiring  that  he  might  have  liberty  to  return  home,  the  Court 
recalled  the  order,  and  gave  him  a  week's  liberty  to  provide  for  his 
departure. 

The  writer  of  this  ecclefiaftical  narrative  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing fomething  fimilar  to  Gorton's  expreflions,  conduct,  and  trial,  in  the 
town  of  Bofton.  A  man  from  the  State  of  Rhode-Iiland  was  acevjfed 
of  blafphemy,  and  brought  before  a  Court  of  Jufiices.  He  was  faid  to 
i>e  a  d/ift,  an  athelft,  blaiphemer  of  the  Bible,  &c.  He  denied  it  all. 
WitneiTes  were  produced  who  had  heard  him  fay,  That  the  Bible  was 
not  the  war  J  of  God.  He  acknowledged  that  he  faid  it,  and  that 
every  Chriftian  would  fay  the  fame  ;  that  he  was  no  atheift,  or  deift, 
but  loved  his  Redeemer  and  venerated  his  Bible.  Being  afked,  how  he 
could  be  confident  ?.  he  anfweied,  "  That  his  Bible  told  him  that  Chrifi 
was  the  word  of  God,  and  the  Bible  a  record  of  the  divine  will.  This 
was  all  he  meant  by  faying  the  Bible  was  not  the  word  of  God."  He 
was  difmiifed,  and  he  laughed  heartily  at  his  accufers.  This  man  had 
been  a  Quaker  preacher  ;  became  a  preacher  of  the  Univerfalifts,  and 
had  a  fmall  congregation  in  the  County  of  Berlflire,  in  1794  ;  but  has 
never  been  permitted  to  preach  in  the  other  churches  of  Univerialifts, 
his  notions  being  very  peculiar,  and  fuch  his  manner  of  expiefling  himfelf 
us  people  of  all  perfuafions  muit  dislike. 

Yet  he  pofferles  that  acutenefs  of  reafoning,  and  rccolleclive  memory 
for  quoting  fcripture,  which  would  have  been  fully  equal  to  Gorton, 
had  he  met  with  the  fame  opposition  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  has 
Sown  from  this  State,  to  the  mortification  of  many  who  wifh  to  be  of 
confequence,  and  would  fain  raife  its  ghoft,  for  the  fake  of  complaining 
of  the  prdent  magiilrates  and  clergy,  but  cannot  find  even  the  fhadow 
jqq  t&e  wall. 
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world.  Thofe  men  are  only  calculated  to  fettle  a  new 
place  who  can  endure  hardlhip  ;  and  thofe  miniflers  were 
only  fit  for  New-England  who  could  conform  themfelves 
to  the  habits  of  the  people,  or  yield  to  fome  of  their  pecu* 
liarities.  Thofe  who  could  not  do  this,  did  not  fucceed, 
efpecially  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth,  where  the  peo- 
ple were  more  rigid  in  their  puritanick  notions,  and  had 
been  lefs  favoured  with  a  variety  of  miniflers  and  other 
learned  men,  to  enlarge  their  views,  and  diveft  them  of 
their  prejudices.  Mr.  Blinman,  a  gentleman  of  Wales5 
and  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  was  one,  who  expected  to 
find  a  welcome  reception.  Being  invited  to  Green's  har- 
bour near  Plymouth,  he  and  his  friends  meant  there  to 
fettle,  but  the  influence  of  a  few  gifted  brethren  made 
learning  or  prudence  of  little  avail.  They  compared  him 
m  to  a  piece  of  new  cloth  in  an  old  garment,"  and  thought 
they  could  do  better  without  patching.  The  old  and  new- 
planters,  to  fpeak  a  more  modern  flyle,  could  not  agree, 
and  parted.  Mr.  Blinman  and  his  company  came  to  Ma£- 
fachufetts  and  fettled  at  Cape  Ann,  which  the  General 
Court  eihblifhed  the  fame  year  as  a  plantation,  and  called 
\t  Gloucefter. 

This  year,  1642,  Woburn  was  made  a  town,  from  being 
a  part  of  Charleftown,  and  Mr.  Carter  was  ordained  pal- 
tor  of  their  church.  Having  no  officers,  nor  any  inem- 
bers  of  the  church,  who  thought  themfelves  capable  of 
bearing  a  part  of  the  folemnity,  they  were  advifed  by 
fome  to  defire  the  elders  of  other  churches  to  perform  It  ;  \ 
but  others  fuppofing  it  might  introduce  the  dependency 
of  churches,  &c.  according  to  the  form  of  a  Prefbytery, 
objected,  and  therefore  it  was  performed  by  one  of  their 
own  members,  though  not  to  the  fatisfaction  of  fome  of 
the  minifters  and  magiftrates  then  prefent.  Since  that 
time,  Mr.  Hubbard  obferves,  it  has  been  more  frequent 
for  the  neighbouring  churches  to  fend  minifters  and  del- 
egates to  act,  or  join  in  the  fervice  ;  which  implies  a  com- 
munion of  churches,  or  a  kind  of  fellowflrip,-  quite  con- 
fident with  the  Congregational  plan*  but  different  from 
the  manner  of  the  Prefbyterians. 

In  the  fame  year,  three  very  eminent  divines  of  this 
country  were  invited  to  the  famous  affembly  of  Weftmin- 

fter. 
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ften  The  letter  which  was  fent  to  them  is  preferved  in 
Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  figned  by  feveral  of  the  nobility  and 
members  of  the  lower  houfe,  as  well  as  the  minifters  who 
then  made  a  figure  in  England,  and  had  influence  among 
the  members  of  that  ecclefiaftical  body.  Mr.  Cotton, 
minifter  of  Bofton,  was  the  firft  of  the  three,  to  whom 
probably  the  letter  was  directed,  and  who  thought  it  a 
call  of  God  which  he  ought  to  obey.  Mr.  Hooker  and 
Mr.  Davenport,  both  of  Connecticut,  were  joined  with 
him  ;  but  did  not  receive  the  invitation  with  the  fame 
lively  and  impreflive  force.  One  fuppofed  it  unneceflary 
to  go  fo  far  upon  a  bufinefs  of  this  nature,  and  the  other 
could  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  leave  his  church,  where  he 
certainly  was  very  ufeful.  Thefe  gentlemen  had  all  writ- 
ten upon  church  government  ;  they  differed  in  fame  opin- 
ions of  difcipline,  but  were  all  found  in  the  faith  of  what 
were   then   called  the    doctrines   of    the    Reformation.* 

Thefe 

*  Thefe  three  men,  fuch  luminaries  in  this  obfcure  part  of  the  world* 
and  whofe  light  fhone  upon  diftant  places,  have  been  fubjects  of  the 
biographical  part  of  the  Magnalia  Americana. 

They  were  men  of  name  in  their  own  country,  and  the  application 
now  made  for  their  afliftance  is  an  evidence  how  worthy  they  were  of 
efleem  ;  and  defer  ve  more  than  (ketches  of  a  character  in  the  pages  of 
every  ecclefiaftical  hiftory.  Their  biography  may  be  collected  from 
books  publiified  in  Europe,  from  Winthrop's  Journal,  Cotton  Mather's 
X*ives,  and  fcattered  fragments  in  other  narratives. 

Thomas  Hooker  was  a  rival  of  Mr.  Cotton,  and  was  fuppofed  by 
many  to  be  his  equal,  if  not  his  fuperior  ;  but  the  influence  of  Mr.  Cotton 
was  greater  in  Maffachufetts.  "  The  rivalihip  between  Mr.  Cotton  and 
Mr.  Hooker,  two  favourite  minifters  in  the  fettlement  of  MaiTachufetts 
bay,  difpofed  the  latter,  who  was  lefs  fuccefsful  in  the  conteft  of  fame 
and  power,  to  wifli  for  fome  fettlement  at  a  diftance  from  a  competitor  i 
by  whom  his  reputation  was  eclipfed." 

Thus  fpeaks  Dr.  Robertfon  ;    and  adds,  "  A  good  number  of  thofe 
who  had  imbibed  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's  notions,  and  were  offended  at  fuch j 
as  combated  them,  offered  to  accompany  him."     This  is  a  very  wrong ; 
reprefentation.     Mr.  Hooker  moved  away  before   any  contrcverfy  tookl 
place  of  the  kind  mentioned.     His  church,  as  well  as  their  rhiniftef, 
were  more  oppofite  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  and  all  the  Antinomians,  than: 
any  church  in  MaiTachufetts.     The  great  Dr.  Robertfon  paid  more  ref-j 
peel:  to  f)ouglas,  than  to  all  the   American  hiftorians.     But  Douglas 
wrote  carelefsly,  and  when  he  had  given  his  opinion  would  not  alter  it,  \ 
though  facts  appeared  to  contradict  his  afTertion.     This  Scotfman,  with 
the  pride  of  a  foreigner,  defpifed  the  people  who  gave  him  his  fubfift- 1 
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Thefe  doclrines  have  been  as  firmly  held,  and  as  ftren- 
uoufly  defended  in  New-England  as  any  part  of  Chriften- 
dom.  Had  every  minifter  of  Maffachufetts  been  aclive 
in  forming  the  Weftminfter  Confeffion  of  Faith,  it  would 

not 

ence,  and  knew  not  enough  of  New-England,  or  any  of  the  States,  to 
write  fummaries  about  them. 

Mr.  Cotton  had  been  expected  in  New-England  before  Hooker  ;  and 
therefore  had  fome  claim  to  the  firft  attentions  of  the  people.  Many  of 
them  had  been  connected  with  him  in  England;  and  another  thing  which 
contributed  to  give  him  fo  much  influence  was,  that  fo  many  of  the 
magistrates  refided  in  Bo  (Ion.  After  all  which  can  be  faid,  it  certainly 
was  not  this  rivalfhip  which  ftimulated  to  the  fettlement  of  Connecticut. 
Nor  is  any  thing  but  conjecture  offered  for  Mr.  Hooker's  being  jealous 
of  Cotton.  The  people  wanted  room  ;  there  was  a  general  defire  to 
fpread  over  the  country,  which  operated  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
who  came  over  with  Mr.  Hooker,  and  led  them  to  feek  another  fettle- 
ment. This  we  learn  from  Winthrop's  Journal,  the  bell  fource  of  in- 
telligence we  have.  Without  mentioning  particulars  of  Mr.  Hooker 
and  Mr.  Davenport,  who  were  minifters  of  Connecticut,  I  mall  give  the 
biography  of  Mr.  Cotton,  as  a  matter  combined  with  the  prefent  hiftory. 

John  Cotton  was  born  at  Derby,  A.  D.  1684.  His  parents  were  per- 
fons  of  confiderable  quality  and  good  reputation.  Their  condition,  as 
to  the  good  things  of  this  life,  competent.  They  were  wife  enough  to 
employ  their  means  to  good  purpofes  ; — -and  educated  their  fon  fo  as  to 
make  him  eminent  and  ufeful.  Their  folicitude  for  this  tender  plant 
was  well  rewarded  when  they  faw  him,  like  a  tree  of  life,  feeding  thou- 
fands  with  the  doctrines  of  chriitianity  ;  and  to  them  alfo  the  fruit  of 
his  lips  was  fweet. 

After  leaving  the  Grammar-School  at  Derby,  he  was  admitted  to 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  His  induftry  was  great,  and  his  proficien- 
cy uncommon.  From  Trinity  he  was  admitted  to  Emanuel,  where  he 
was  foon  made  a  Fellow.  When  he  was  elected,  he  was  ftrictly  exam- 
ined. The  portion  of  fcripture,  chofen  to  prove  his  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  contains  more  hard  words  than  any  other  in  the  Bi- 
ble—Ifaiah  iii. — Wherein  the  prophet  declaims  againft  the  pride  and 
haughtinefs  of  the  daughter  of  Zion.  But  fo  good  an  Hebrewician 
could  not  be  at  a  iland  ;  it  rather  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  mow  his 
ability  and  attention  to  that  language.  Being  thus  advanced,  he  was 
in  a  place  for  improvement  ;  he  was  furrounded  with  characters,  who 
were  proper  objects  of  emulation  ;  the  glow  of  genius  appeared  in  his 
manner  of  giving  and  receiving  inftruction,  and  all  his  powers  and 
faculties  were  quickened  to  attempt  a  refemblance  of  thofe  who  had  the 
higheft  reputations  for  erudition.  He  foon  rendered  himfelf  famous  by 
his  funeral  oration  for  Dr.  Some,  Mafter  of  Peter-Houfe,  Cambridge. 
In  this,  he  difcovered  a  purity  of  ftyle  with  the  ornaments  of  rheto- 
rick.  The  fame  of  his  learning  increafed  from  his  next  publick  per- 
formance, which  was  a  UniverGty  fermon,  and  he  was  often  invited  to 
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not  have  been  more  generally  received.  Almofi  a  century 
after,  it  was  neceffary  for  every  candidate  to  declare  his 
belief  in  the  doctrines  of  chriftianity  as  here  explained,  be- 
fore any  church  would  accept   him  for    their   miuiRer  ; 

their 

preach  in  the  fame  place.  When  I've  had  been  at  Bolton  in  Lincolnfhire 
ibme  months,  he  proceeded  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  preached  a  Canclo 
ad  Clerum,  in  Latin,  which  was  greatly  admired.  His  text  was  Mat.  v. 
13.  He  appeared  alfo  to  great  advantage  in  anfwering  a  very  acute 
opponent,  Mr.  William  Chappel,  who  difputed  with  him. 

For  feveral  years  he  preached  to  his  people  without  any  oppofition, 
buuwhen  he  urged  his  diflike  of  the  ceremonies,  he  was  brought  before 
the  Court  of  the  biihop  of  Lincoln  for  his  non-conformity  ;  from  which 
he  was  advifed  to  appeal  to  a  higher  Court,  and  employing  Mr.  Leverett 
(who  was  afterwards  one  of  the  ruling  elders  in  the  church  of  Boilon,. 
New-England)  Ire  was,  through  his  means,  reltored  to  his  church,  who* 
had  much  occafion  to  rejoice  in  his  labours.  He  was  fo  much  in  fa- 
vour with  Dr.  Williams,  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  that  when  he  was  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  great  feal,>  he  went  to  King  James,  and  begged  that  a  maw 
of  i'o  much  worth  and  learning  might  have  liberty  of  preaching  without 
interruption,  though  he  was  a  non-conformift. 

The  earl  of  Dorchefter,  alfo,  being  at  old  Bolton,  was  much  affected 
when  he  heard  him  deliver  a  difeourfe  upon  civil  government,  and  flood 
his  friend  in  times  of  great  oppofition,  Thefe  are  the  times  to  try  and 
prove  friendihip.  From  men  of  urbanity  and  good  nature  the  civilities 
ot  focial  life  are  readily  granted  ;  but  how  few  among  the  rich  men  of 
the  city,  and  nobles  of  a  kingdom,  think  of  virtue  in  diftrefs  !  There 
were  fome,  however,  among  the  gentlemen  and  noblemen  in  England* 
who  exerted  themfelves  to  ferve  worthy  Puritan  minifiers,  and  kept 
them  from  prifon  and  from  penury,  while  bigots  ruled  the  nation,  and 
the  vilefl  afperfions  were  call  upon  all  who  wers  fufpe&ed  of  non- 
conformity. 

Mr.  Cotton  was  not  able  to  flem  the  tide  of  party.  He  was  ordered 
before  the  High  Commiiilon  Court,  who  were  difpofed  to  pour  out  the 
bitternefs  of  their  wrath  upon  his  head  ;  but  they  were  difappointed  of 
their  aim,  and,  through  the  influence  of  thofe  who  were  well  difpofed, ., 
lie  efcaped,  and  came  to  New-England.  It  was  obferved,  that  he  did 
not  fly  from  the  profeffion  of  the  truth,  but  unto  a  more  opportune 
place  for  the  profeffion  of  it. 

When  Mr.  Cotton  came  over  to  this  country,  they  were  bufy  in  fet- 
tling the  affairs  of  the  churches  and  commonwealth.  In  both  of  which 
he  took  an  active  part.  Being  requefled  to  preach  before  the  General 
Court,  his  text  was  Haggai  ii.  4.  "  Yet  now  be  flrong,  O  Zerubbabel, 
faith  the  Lord  ;  and  be  flrong,  O  Jofliua,  fon  of  Jofedech  the  high 
^  pried  ;  and  be  ilrong,  all  ye  people  of  the  land,  faith  the  Lord,  and 
work  ;  for  I  am  with  you,  faith  the  Lord  of  holts." 

It  was  a  ufual  thing  for  the  magiftrates  to  confult  with  the  minifiers, 
and  Mr.  Cotton  was  appointed  with  Gov.  Winthrop  to  draw  an  abjlraft 
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their  fhorter  catechifm  is  now  taught  in  moft  of  our  fam- 
ilies, and  is  combined  with  the  education  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  our  youth  in  publick  fchools  and  academies.  It 
is  faid,  that' thefe  divines  received  afterwards  a  different 

kind 

of  the  judicial  laws  of  the  Mofaick  fyftem,  fo  far  as  they  are  moral.  It 
was  his  advice  to  eftabliih  a  Theocracy. 

Mr.  Cotton  began  the  iabbath  on  Saturday  evening.  He  gave  relig- 
ious inftrue*tions  and  read  the  fcriptures,  and  then  retired  into  his  fludy. 
He  fpent  the  fabbath  day  either  in  his  ftudy  or  in  the  pulpit.  He  was 
3.  very  accomplished  preacher  ;  his  voice  had  melody  in  it,  and  was 
fonorous  ;  his  fermons  pathetick,  and  his  critical  acumen  uncommon. 
This  was  difcovered  in  his  frequent  expositions,  and  differ tations,  upon 
paiTages  and  whole  books  of  the  fcripture.  He  was  cdnfidered  as  a 
great  polemick  divine  ;  yet  Upon  two  occafions,  when  his  talents  were 
exerted  this  way,  he  was  under  no  fmall  difadvantage.  In  his  contro- 
verfy  with  Roger  Williams,  he  had  an  opponent  who  not  only  poiTelTed 
talents  which  would  have  made  him  great  in  any  fchool,  but  had  bent 
the  force  of  his  ftrong  mind  to  the  very  fubject  which  then  employed 
their  attention.  In  England,  Mr.  Cotton  had  written  in  favour  of  toler- 
ation, and  againft  the  power  of  the  magifirate  in  matters  of  religion. 
Here,  he  had  to  oppofe  the  fentiment  he  had  formerly  defended,  and 
to  write  againft  the  principles  which  the  diiTenting  minifters  in  England 
then  thought  evangelical,  and  have,  ever  fmce,  Supported  ;  and  which 
are  neceiTary  to  vindicate  their  feparation. 

He  was  accufed  of  holding  a  bloody  tenet  by  Williams,  and  the  title 
of  his  anfwer  was,  The  Bloedy  Tenet  nvajhed  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb. 

In  the  general  commotion  of  the  country  concerning  the  Antinomian 
fentiments,  our  celebrated  divine  loft  much  of  the  dignity  of  his  char- 
acter, and  his  influence  in  the  churches.  He  did  not  go  to  the  extreme 
which  would  pleafe  his  friends,  and  fome  of  them  compared  him  to  a 
light  in  a  dark  lantern.  The  other  fide  were  bitter  in  their  animadver- 
fions  upon  his  conduct.  At  the  fynod  in  1637,  he  had  to  oppofe  the 
whole  body  of  minifters,  and  fome  of  them  were  difpofed  to  vex  him. 
Once  he  became  fo  unhappy  as  to  threaten  to  leave  the  plantation.  The 
latter  part  of  his  miniftry  was  lefs  ir^fome.  He  enjoyed  fome  years  of 
reft  after  being  toiled  on  the  troubled  fea.  His  labours  were  edifying 
to  the  people  ;  his  abilities  and  character  were  equally  refpected  by  the 
magiftrates  and  his  clerical  brethren,  who  all  lamented  his  death  when 
he  was  fixty-eight  years  old,  and  mourned  for  the  lofs  which  the 
country  as  well  as  his  people  had  fuftained.  He  died  December  23, 
1652.  His  diforder  was  of  a  pulmonary  nature,  owing  to  his  pafiing 
a  ferry  and  getting  wet,  and  then  preaching  in  a  neighbouring  church. 
He  was  feized  while  he  was  delivering  the  fermon,  and  was  never  after- 
wards free  from  the  complaint  ;  yet  he  continued  to  labour,  and  a  few 
weeks  before  his  death  he  took  for  his  fubject  the  four  laft  verfes  in  2d 
epiftle  to  Timothy  :  giving  as  a  reafon  why  he  chofe  feveral  verfes,  that 
be  fhould  not  live  to  nnifh  them  if  he  were  more  particular.     He  dwelt 
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kind  of  letter  ;  or  fucji  intimations  as  would  have  dif- 
couraged  them,  had  they  been  ready  to  purfue  their 
voyage. 

From 

chiefly  upon  thefe  words,  Grace  be  with  you  all.  When  he  could  preach 
no  longer,  he  was  vifitecj  by  his  pious  friends,  to  whom  he  adminiftred 
confolation  and  good  inftruction.  He  died  in  peace,  and  the  laft  words 
which  he  uttered  were  pious  and  benevolent  wifhes  to  a  friend  who  was 
endeavouring  to  foften  the  pillow  of  death  ;  and  which  caufed  others 
to  fay  of  him,  that  he  was  a  good  many  and  full  of  the  Holy   Ghojl. 

Mr.  Cotton  married  twice,  and  left  a  number  of  children.  His  de- 
fcendants  have  fpread  over  the  country,  and  though  no  one  has  appear- 
ed equal  to  him  in  a  rich  variety  of  learning  and  popular  talents,  yet 
feveral  of  them  have  been  eminent  as  preachers,  and  among  the 
civilians  of  our  country.  He  publiflied  many  works  ;  fome  in  Latin. 
Thefe  were  printed  in  London,  and  they  have  fmce  been  re-printed  in 
New-England.  Among  them  we  find  Milk  for  Babes — and  Meat  for 
Jlrong  Men,  according  to  their  power  of  digefting  the  fpiritual  food. 

Some  difference  has  appeared  in  the  opinions  expreffed  of  this  cele- 
brated man.  It  has  been  fuggefted,  that  his  character  was  blazoned 
beyond  its  merit  ;  for  his  biographers  were  Mr.  Norton,  his 
friend,  who  fucceeded  him  as  teacher  of  the  Old  Church,  and  Cot- 
ton Mather,  his  grandfon.  But  his  character  was  high  before  he 
came  into  this  country.  \Ve  have  taken  our  account  from  books  which 
were  not  publifhed  by  any  near  i  elation,  nor  by  men  who  were  much 
prejudiced  in  his  favour.  His  learning  was  allowed  by  all  his  cotem- 
poraries  ;  his  piety  and  zeal  none  could  doubt,  for  he  facrificed  his  eafe, 
His  intereft,  and  his  country,  to  enjoy  the  ordinances  of  religion.  His 
candid  fpirit  was  not  always  in  exercife.  In  the  phrenzy  of  his  imagin- 
ation he  blamed  worthy  men,  and  cenfured  thofe  who  had  great  claim 
to  his  refpect  and  affection  ;  yet  Governor  Wirithrop,  one  oppofite  in 
fentiment  upon  politicks  and  religion,  fays  of  him,  that  he  delivered 
himfelf  in  a  gentle  manner  upon  a  fubject  which  interefted  his  feelings, 
and  though  he  cenfures  his  opinions  fpeaks  with  refpect  of  the  man. 
Others,  as  ftrong  in  their  own  fentiments,  allow  him  candour  and  for- 
bearance. 

In  thofe  inftances  where  he  difcovered  intolerance  and  the  fpirit  of 
bigotry,  a  zeal  for  ecclefiaftical  power,  he  only  manifelted  the  inconfif- 
tency  of  human  nature.  It  is  a  true  obfervation,  that  when  men  begin 
to  tafte  of  chriftian  liberty  themfelyes,  they  forget  that  other  men  have 
an  equal  title  to  enjoy  it. 

Such  flagrant  inftances  of  inconfiftency  are  fo  evident  among  chris- 
tians, of  all  denominations,  that  it  cannot  be  imputed  as  a  reproach  pe- 
culiar to  any  feet.  Inftead  of  difturbing  the  afnes  of  our  anceftors,  by 
'  repeating  that  the  "  very  men  who  had  fled  from  perfecution  became 
perfecutors,"  we  had  better  imitate  their  virtues,  throw  a  mantle  over 
their  failings,  let  inftruction  fpring  from  their  graves,  and  hope  to  meet 
them  in  that  better  world  where  juft  men  are  made  perfect. 
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From  what  we  learn  concerning  this  convocation,  or  fyv 
nod,  or  mixt  affembly,  it  was  rather  difficult  to  get  them 
together  ;  and  many,  who  were  chofen  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  the  Proteftant  States  on  the  Continent,  never  at- 
tended. It  was  fo  connected  with  the  politicks  of  the 
day,  that  had  all  attended,  who  were  elected  members,  the 
affairs  of  religion  would  have  been  only  of  fecondary  con- 
fideration.  *  Out  of  thirty  *lay  aifeiTors,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  divines,  only  hxty-feven  appeared  in  Henry 
the  Seventh's  chapel,  and  drew  the  forms  and  orders  of 
the  affembly.  Of  thefe,  fome  were  Epifcopal  minifters,  all 
of  whom  withdrew.  The  affembly  was  opened  July  1; 
1643,  b°tn  houfes  of  Parliament  being  prefent.  Thofe 
wtio  continued  to  be  members  of  this  affembly  were  learn- 
ed, pious  men  ;  among:  them,  Mr.  White  of  Dorchefter, 
fo  often  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  Maffachufetts, 
and  the  great  Selden^  whofe  name  alone  ought  to  refcue 
them  from  the  reproaches  of  their  enemies,  fome  of  whom 
are  adverfe  to  their  puritanifm,  and  others  to  their  rigid 
notions  of  theology,  though  themfelves  minifters  of  the 
Independent  churches.  Nothing  need  be  more  abfurd 
than  the  fuggeftion  of  the  bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  that  this 
affembly  was  made  up  of  Brownifts  and  Independents  from 
New-England ;  whereas  only  three  New-England  minifters 
were  fent  to  ;  none  appeared  ;  and,  according  to  Mr.  Neal, 
whofe  narrative  I  follow,  there  were  but  fix  Independents 
in  this  whole  affembly. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  year,  Mr,  Bennet,  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  arrived  at  Bofton,  and  reprefented  the 
ftate  of  the  churches  in  that  colony  to  be  truly  deplorable. 
His  object  was  to  obtain  a  number  of  minifters  from  Maf- 
fachufetts, where  the  churches  were  fo  well  fupplied,  to 
fettle  and  cultivate  thofe  wafte  and  defolate  places  of  our 
Lord's  vineyard.  The  words  of  the  Pfalmift  were  then 
literally  fulfilled  ;  "  The  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  wafte 
it,  and  the  wild  beaft  of  the  field  doth  devour  it."  Vir- 
ginia had  been  longer  fettled,  but  the  planters  had  little 
or  no  religion.  They  cared  for  none  of  thofe  things 
which  occupied  the  fole  attention  of  the  more  northern 
fettlers,  who  had  come  over  to  America  to  enjoy  the  priv- 
ileges  of   the   gofpel,    and  who   had    planted    churches 

wherever 
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wherever  they  had  felled  the  trees,  or  by  hard  labour  ob- 
tained fubfiftence  from  the  foil. 

The  letters,  written  by  fome  well  difpofed  perfons  in 
that  province,  were  read  at  the  Bofton  Thurfday  lecture, 
and  the  people  aflembled  were  fo  much  affected  with  the 
contents,  that  they  fet  apart  a  day  of  prayer  to  feek  the 
bleffing  of  heaven  upon  their  proceedings,  and  then  chofe 
three  worthy  divines,  who  could  be  better  fpared  on  ac- 
count of  the  churches  being  fupplied  with  two  minifters. 
Mr.  Phillips  of  Watertown,  Mr.  Thompfon  of  Braintree, 
and  Mr.  Miller  of  Rowley,  were  agreed  upon,  approved 
by  the  General  Court,  and  recommended  by  the  Governor 
of  this  Province  to  the  authority  in  Virginia.  Mr.  Phil- 
lips not  being  willing  to  go,  Mr.  Knowles,  his  fellow  la- 
bourer, and  Mr.  Thompfon,  went  to  Narrhaganfet,  where 
they  found  the  veffel  which  was  to  tranfport  them.  Mr. 
Miller  did  not  depart  with  them  on  account  of  bodily  in- 
difpoiition,  but  they  had  Mr.  James,  formerly  minifter  of 
Charleftown.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  received  in  a  kind 
and  hofpi table  manner,  and  met  with  every  encourage- 
ment from  the  fuccefs  of  their  labours  ;  but  while  they 
were  the  inftruments  of  doing  much  good  to  the  people, 
they  met  with  oppofition  from  the  magiftrates.  The  civil 
rulers  of  Virginia  forbid  their  preaching,  while  the  people 
flocked  to  them  in  private  houfes. 

At  their  return,  which  was  the  next  fummer,  they  were 
able  to  tell,  and  the  letters  from  Virginia  confirmed  it, 
that  God  had  given  abundant  fuccefs  and  a  luftre  to  their 
miniftry.  The  time  was  not  long  they  were  in  that 
country.  "  The  rulers  did  in  a  fenfe  drive  them  out,  hav- 
ing made  an  Order,  that  all  fuch  as  did  not  conform  to  the 
drfcipline  of  the  Englifh  Church  fliould  depart  that  country  by 
fuch  a  day." 

Within  this  period,  there  was  fomething  like  a  ftruggle 
between  the  magiftrates  and  minifters  for  power  and  in- 
fluence ;  and  fome  who  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  re- 
ligion, and  loved  their  minifters,  were  difpofed  to  make 
them  fenfiblc  that  they  were  too  officious  for  their  meek 
*  and  humble  calling.  Mr.  Cotton  endeavoured  to  prove, 
from  Numbers  xxvii.  21*  and  other  texts  of  holy  writ,  that 
the  pricfthood  ought  to  be  confulted  by  the  magiftrates, 

v   not 
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not  only  before  they  went  to  war,  but  in  every  tiling  apper- 
taining to  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth.    Mr.  Ezekiel  Rog-* 
ers  told  the  people,  that  no  governor  ought  to  be  continued 
more  than  one  year.     By  fuch  means,  they  roufed  the  in- 
dignation of  Dudley,  and  provoked  the  milder  fpirit  of 
Winthrop  to  fpeak  a  contrary  opinion.     But  in  another 
matter,  both  magiftrates  and  clergy  had  the  fame  ideas  o£ 
fpiritual  domination,  and  difcovered  a  more  intolerant  fpi- 
rit than  they  had  known  in  the  parent  country.     No  .man 
in  the  plantation  was  allowed  to  hold  an  eftate,  or  vote  as 
a  freeman,  except  he  were  a  member  of  a  Congregational 
church,  fuch  as  the  New-England  fettlers  had  declared  to 
be  according  to  the  model  of  primitive  chriftianity.     Mr. 
Maverick,  who  had  fixed  his  tent  on  Noddle's  ifland,  and 
|  poffefled  fome  confiderable  property  when  the.  banks  of 
|j  Charles  river  were  fettled  by  our  fathers,  had  been  de- 
clared a  freeman,  though  an  Epifcopalian  ^   which  Ihows 
they  were  lefs  rigid  when  they  firft  came  over,  than  they 
were  afterwards.     As  foon  as  they  felt  their  confequence, 
i|  they  realized  certain  powers  which  they  never  would  have 
j  dared   to   exereife,  had    it    not   been  for   the  confufions 
j  in  England-     There  the  Independents  had  the  moft  influ- 
1  ence,  but  they  did  not  deprive  other  nre%  or  feels,  of  the; 
!  privileges  of  thinking  for  themfelves,  or  enjoying,  with 
1  their  pofieflions,  the  privilege  of  fociety.     Here  was  a  kind 
j!  of  theocracy  ;  and  the  power  given  te  members  of  church- 
f  es,  or  rather  taken  by  them,  enabled  them  to  build  par- 
I  tition,  walls.     The  petitions  of  Robert  Child,  Maverick, 
5  ii  and  others,  mark  the  character  of  men  and  of  the  times. 
p      Hutchinfon  gives  the  moft  particular  and  juft  account  of 
\  this  matter,  with  fome  good  reflections  ,    and  he  is  the 
j  only  MafTaehufetts  hiftorian  who  has  ftepped  forth  in  the 
l  caufe  of  toleration,  before  the  revolution  of  America.     No 
t  wonder  a  learned  civilian  fhould  fpeak  in  favour  of  men 
I  who  fullered  fuch  unrighteous  judgment.     The  petitioners 
j,"  prayed  that  civil  liberty  and  freedom  might  be  granted 
'  to  all  truly  Englifh  ;  and  that  the  members  of  the  Church 
J  of  England  and  Scotland  might  be  admitted  to  the  privi- 
\  |  leges  of  the  New-England  churches  ;  or  if  thefe  civil  and 
I  religious  liberties  were  refufed,  that  they  might  be  freed 
!  from  heavy  taxes  impofed  upon  therrj*  and  the  impreffes 
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made  upon  their  children  and  fervants  into  the  war  ;  and 
if  they  failed  of  redrefs  here,  they  fhould  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  making  application  to  England  to  the  honour- 
able houfes  of  Parliament,  who  they  hoped  would  take 
their  fad  cafe  into  confideration,  provide  able  minifters  for 
them,  New-England  having  none  fuch  to  fpare,  or  elfe 
tranfport  them  to  fome  other  place,  their  eftates  being 
wafted,  where  they  might  live  as  Chriftians,  &c.  But  if 
their  prayer  fhould  be  granted,  they  hoped  to  fee  the  then 
contemned  ordinances  of  God  highly  prized  ;  the  gofpel, 
then  dark,  break  forth  as  the  fun  ;  chriftian  charity,  then 
cold,  wax  warm  ;  jealoufy  of  arbitrary  government  ban- 
ifhed  ;  ftrife  and  contention  abated  ;  and  all  buflnefs,  in 
church  and  ftate,  which  for  many  years  had  gone  back, 
fuccefsfully  thriving,"  &c. 

Thefe  petitioners  were  treated  with  feverity,  pointed  at 
in  the  pulpits,  and  could  obtain  no  redrefs  during  the 
times  of  the  Commonwealth  in  England,  or  the  Protecto- 
rate of  Cromwell  ;  but  when  Charles  the  Second  came  to 
the  throne,  they  obtained  fome  triumph,  and  were  able,  in 
their  turn,  to  mow  a  fpirit  more  like  the  wifdom  of  this 
world,  than  chriftian  forbearance  and  forgivenefs. 

Before  the  platform  of  church  difcipline  had  been  agreed 
upon,  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  Prefbyterian 
government  and  difcipline  in  one  of  the  churches  ;  this 
was  almoft  as  oppofite  to  the  principles  of  our  fathers  as 
the  Church  of  England.  The  church  at  Newbury  was 
under  the  paftoralcare  of  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Noyes, 
both  of  whom  were  inclined  to  Prefbyterianifm,  which 
caufed  an  affembly  of  minifters  to  lit  at  Cambridge.  Cot- 
ton and  Hooker  were  chofen  moderators.  "  The  affem- 
bly concluded  againft  fome  part  of  the  Prefbyterian  way,  , 
and  the  Newbury  minifters  took  time  to  confider  the  ar- 
guments," &c. 

The  churches  had  reft  for  fome  years  after  ;  having 
been  much  difturbed  by  the  religious  controverfies  which 
divided  the  Old  Church  in  Bofton,  and  made  fo  many 
minifters  in  the  Bay  at  variance  with  each  other.  Mr. 
Wheelwright  wrote  a  letter  which  contained  an  acknowl- 
edgment  of  his  offence,  and  the  Court  defired  the  Gover- 
nor 
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nor  to  write  to  him,  that  he  was  releafed  from  his  banifh- 
ment,  and  was  permitted  to  come  to  Bofton. 

In  this  early  age  of  New-England,  we  have  feen  differ- 
ent feels  arife  ;  each  found  adherents,  and  gave  no  fmall 
difturbance  to  the  plantation.  In  a  book  called  the 
Wonder-working  Providences,  they  are  thus  fummed  : 

1.  Gortonijis  ;  who  denied  the  humanity  of  Chrift. 

2.  Papijis. 

3.  Familijis  ;  who  depend  upon  rare  revelations, 

4.  Seekers  ;  who  deny  the  word  and  ordinances. 

5.  Antinomians  ;  who  deny  the  moral  law  to  be  the  rule 
of  Chrift. 

6.  Anabaptijls  ;  who  deny  civil  government  to  be  pro- 
ved of  Chrift. 

7.  The  Prelacy, 

In  the  year  1646  Was  the  fecond  fynod  at  Cambridge. 
This  year  alfo  was  a  body  of  laws  compofed  ;  and  that 
they  might  be  agreeable  to  the  fcriptures,  there  were  ap- 
pointed in  every  county  two  magiftrates,  two  minifters, 
and  two  able  perfons  among  the  people  ;  thefe  v/ere  con- 
firmed by  the  General  Court  in  1648. 

1      '     ■       ■         '        '  '  ■       >— 

Memoir  of  Parmenius. 

STEPHEN  PARMENIUS,  the  author  of  the  following 
Poem,  was  born,  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth. 
century,  at  Buda,  the  capital  of  Hungary,  at  that  time  in 
pofleffion  of  the  Turks.  His  genius  probably  procured 
him  patronage  ;  for  fome  literary  men  in  Hungary  affifted 
him  to  a  liberal  education.  For  its  completion,  he  vifited 
the  European  univerfities.  During  his  refidence  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  Angularly  pleafed  with  the  people,  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  country  ;  the  flattering  attentions  of 
the  literati  of  London  contributing,  doubtlefs,  to  this  par- 
tiality. Here  he  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Richard 
Hakluyt,  the  celebrated  author  Of  Voyages  and  Difcov- 
eries  of  the  Englifh  nation,  who  introduced  him  to  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  pre- 
paring to  embark  with  a  colony  for  America.  Delighted 
with  this  gentleman,  and  with  his  enterprife,  he  celebrated 
both  in  this  poem.  At  the  time  of  compofing  it,  ia 
vou  ix*        H  "March? 
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March,  1583,  he  had  no  intention,  it  feems,*  of  coming  to 
America.  He,  however,  did  actually  embark  with  Sir  H. 
Gilbert  and  the  Engiiih  adventurers,  on  the  nth  of  June, 
the  fame  year.  Expecting  that  great  difcoveries  would  be 
made,  or  great  actions  performed,  by  this  colony,  he  in- 
tended to  compofe  a  hifcory  of  them  in  the  Latin  language, 
which  he  wrote  with  great  elegance.  The  admiral,  how- 
ever, made  but  a  very  fhort  ftay  in  America  ;  and  did 
nothing  more,  than  take  poffeffion  of  Newfoundland  for 
queen  Elizabeth.  Returning  to  England,  he  was  loft  in 
a  violent  ftorm,  on  the  9th  of  September,  and  with  him 
the  learned  Hungarian.  This  cataftroohe  is  thus  related 
by  Mr.  Edward  Haies,  a  gentleman,  who  was  "  principal 
aclior  in  the  fame  vova^e"  and  "  who  alone  continued 

Jo7  / 

unto  the  end,  and  by  God's  fpeciall  afliftance,  returned 
home  with  his  retinue  fafe  and  entire"  :— "  This  was  a 
heavy  and  grievous  event,  to  lofe  at  one  blow  our  chiefe 
fhippe  fraighted  with  great  provifion,.  gathered  together 
with  much  travel!,  care,  long  time,  and  clifficultie.  But 
more  was  the  loiie  of  our  men,  which  perifhed  to  the 
number  almoft  of  a  hundreth  ibules.  Amongft  whom  was 
drowned  a  learned  man,  an  Hungarian,  borne  in  the  citie 
of  Buda,  called  thereof  Budsdus,  who  of  pietie  and  zeale  to 
good  attempts,  adventured  in  this  a&ion,  minding  to  re- 
cord in  the  Latine  tongue,  the  geftsf  and  things  worthy 
of  remembrance,  happening  in  this  difcoverie,  to  the  hon- 
our of  our  nation,  the  fame  being  adorned  with  the  elo- 
quent ftile  of  this  Orator,  and  rare  Poet  of  our  time."j — 
Befide  this  poem,  I  find  no  composition  of  Parmenius, 
excepting  a  letter  in  Latin,  to  Mr.  Richard  Hakluyt,  dated 
at  St.  John's  port,  Newfoundland,  Auguft  6,  1583  ;  which 
gives  a  brief  account  of  the  voyage  from  England,  and  of 

taking 

•  O  mihi  fcelicem  fi  fas  confcendere  puppim  ! 

See  the  Poem,  from  line  1 5  7  to  1 64. 

f  G/fts,  from  tli*  Latin  gefla  [exploits'].  The  fame  word  is  ufed  in 
another  part  of  this  writer's  account  of  the  fame  voyage  : — "  as  if  God 
had  prescribed  limits  unto  the  Spanifh  nation  which  they  might  not  ex- 
ceed ;  as  by  their  owne  gefts  recorded  may  be  aptly  gathered."  Hak* 
luyt's  Voyages,  I.  680  ;   &  III.  144. 

%  Ibid.  I.  692  ;  &  III.  156. 
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taking  poffeffion  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  a  defcription  of 
this  iiland.§" 

To  the  Poem  is  prefixed  a  Preface,  and  both  are  here 
translated.  In  the  tranilation.,  no  freedom  has  been  inten- 
tionally ufed  with  the  original,  excepting  to  deprive  queen 
Elizabeth  of  her  poetical  divinity.*  Poets  and  painters 
have  great  licence  by  prefcription  $  but  it  had  a  pagan  ori- 
gin, and  Chriftians  ought  to  contribute  nothing  toward 
perpetuating  their  idolatry.  The  claffical  reader  of  this 
poem  will  be  too  much  entertained  with  the  elegant  orig- 
inal, to  difquiet  himfelf  about  any  imperfection  in  the 
tranilation. 

It  feems  but  juft,  to  fay  one  word  concerning  the  illuf- 
trious  perfon,  to  whom  the  poem  is  addreffed.  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Gilbert  having  procured  an  ample  patent  of  queen 

Elizabeth, 

§  111  fated  Poet  !  the  country  furniilied  thee  but  a  barren 
theme.  The  moft  fertile  one  was  the  cod  fifhery.  "  Nunc,  narrandi 
erant  mores,  regiones,  et  populi.  Cseterdm  quid  narrem,  mi  Hakluyte, 
quando  praster  folitudinem  nihil  video.  Pifcium  inexhaufta  copia  : 
inde  hue  commeantibus  magnus  quaeftus.  Vix  hamus  fundum  attigit, 
illico  infigni  aliquo  onellus  eft." — In  the  account  of  the  climate,  the 
facts  of  the  hiftorian  form  a  very  fober  contrail  to  the  defcription  of  the 
poet.  j|  "Caelum  hoc  anni  tempore  ita  fervidum  eft,  ut  nifi  pifces,  qui 
areiiunt  ad  folem,  affidui  invertantur,  ab  aduftione  defendi  non  poffmt. 
Hyeme  quam  frigidum  fit,  magnae  moles  glaciei  in  medio  mari  nos 
docuere."  Letter  to  Mr.  Hahluyt.  It  is  inferted  entire  in  Hakluyt's 
Voyages,  I.  697—699  ;  &  III.  161 — 163. 

*  See  lines  179th  and  225th.     Such  impious  compliments  were  fre- 
quent in    the  Auguftan  age.     [See   Virg.   Georg.  I.   24 — 42.     Hor. 
Carm.  Lib.  IV.  ode  V.     Lucan,  Lib.  I.]      The  claffical  writer  is  in 
great  danger  of  the  fin  of  deification. — JEternum  cupiunt    [line  204th.] 
are   fuffered  to  pafs.        The  thought    was,  perhaps,    borrowed    from 
the  Thebaid  of  Statius  [Lib.  I.  31 — 33],  where  Caefar  is  thus  addreffed  : 
"  Tuque  ....... 

JEternum  fibi  Roma  cupit." 
"  Oh  !    blefs  thy  Rome  with  an  eternal  reign, 
Nor  let  defiring  worlds  entreat  in  vain."     Pope's  tranjlation. 
Budaeius  was  not  alone.     Buchanan,  one  of  the  pureft  and  fineft  of 
modern  writers,  who  was  his  contemporary,  concludes  a  poem, addreffed 
to  Henry  VIII. — -which  afcribes  to  that  king  all  the  virtues  that  he 
ever  had,  and  fome   which  he'  had  not— with  thefe  lines  : 
"  Haec  tua  te  virtus  dis  immortalibus  sequum 
Efficit,  atque  hominum  fupra  faftigia  tollit." 

II  See  the  Poem}  line  299  to  303. 
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Elizabeth,  in  1578,  with  full  powers  to  undertake  the  dis- 
covery of  the  northern  parts  of  America,  and  to  inhabit 
and  poffefs  any  lands,  which  were  at  that  time  unfettled 
by  any  Chriftian  princes,  or  their  fubjects,  he  failed,  not 
long  after,  to  Newfoundland.  After  continuing  here  a 
fhort  time,  he  was  compelled,  by  adverfe  occurrences,  to 
return  to  England.  Not  difcouraged,  however,  by  this 
difappointment,  he  profecuted  the  delign  with  fteady  and 
refolute  perfeverance.  The  queen  was.  fo  well  pleafed  with 
his  conduct,  that  ihe  gave  him,  as  a  mark  of  her  peculiar 
favour,  an  emblematical  jewel,  being  a  fmall  anchor  of 
beaten  gold,  with  a  large  pearl  at  the  peak,  which  he  wore 
ever  after  at  his  breaft.  He  and  his  brother  Sir  Walter 
Haleigh*  were  the  parents  of  the  Englifh  plantations  i$i 
America,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  trade  and  naval 
power  of  Great-Britain.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  a  joint 
adventurer  with  his  brother,  and,  the  very  year  in  which 
Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  perished,  took  out  a  new  patent  for 
the  fame  purpofes,  and  of  the  like  tenure  with  that  of  Sir 
Humphrey  ;  upon  which  he  immediately  proceeded,  and 
fent  a  colony  at  his  own  expence,  to  fettle" on  the  Amer- 
ican continent.  This  opened  the  way  to  the  fettlement  of 
Virginia.—"  As  to  the  perfon  of  ttiis  brave  and  wife  man 
[Gilbert],  it  was  fuch  as  recommended  him  to  efteem  and 
veneration  at  firft  fight  ;  his  ftature  was  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary fize  ;  his  complexion  fanguine  ;  and  his  conftitution 
very  robuft."  In  the  Ijritifb  Biography,  he  is  highly  cel- 
ebrated for  courage  and  prudence  ;  for  genius  and  learn- 
ing ;  for  eloquence  and  patriotifm  ;  and  for  the  eftimable 
virtues  of  private  life.  (C  His  life  and  death  were  a  con- 
tinual commentary  on  his  own  generous  maxim,  That  h$ 
is  not  worthy  to  live  at  all,  who  for  fear  or  danger  of  death 
Jhunneth  his  country's  fervice,  or  his  own  honour  /  Jince  death 
is  inevitable,  and  the  fame  of  virtue  immortal."  f 
A.  H. 

*  After  the  death  of  Sir  H.  Gilbert's  father,  his  mother  married  - 
Walter  Raleigh  of  Fardel,  Efquire  ;  and  by  him  was  the  mother  of  the 
"famous  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

f  See  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  III.   135 — 162.     Biographia  Britannica, 
Art.  Gilbert  ;  and  Belknap's  American  Biography,  I.  196 — 205. 


Illufirative  Notes. 


Notes  illustrative  of  the  Poem. 


53 


Line  75 — 82.  Dads— inhabitants  of  Tranfylvania,  &c? 
K  Dacia,  regio  Scythiae  Europaeae  quae  ad  Septentrionem 
Carpato  monte  e  Sarmatia  dividitur.  Dacia  hodie  divifa 
eft  in  TranfTylvaniam,"  &c. 

JEmathiis — JEmathia  was  the  ancient  name  of  Mace- 
donia. 

Hebrus,  &c.-— Thrace* 

Pannonice — Pannonia  was  a  part  of  Hungary.  "  Hunga- 
ria — Danubius  medium  interfluit,  atque  in  partes  nempe 
in  citeriorem  &  ulteriorem  fcindit.  Citerior  eft  ea  ubi  olim 
Pannonia  fuerunf.  Hujus  citerioris  Hungariae  caput  eft 
Buda  regni  fedes." 

Liburnis — Liburnia  is  now  called  Sclavonia.  "  Libur^ 
nia — quam  hodie  Sclavoniam  apellant." 

Sarmaticas  gentes — Inhabitants  of  Poland,  Ruflia,  and 
Tartary.  "  Sarmatia — quern  tra&um  hodie  tenent3  quos 
Bolqnos,  Ruthenos,  &  Tartaros  appellamus." 

Vide  Caroli  Stephani  Diclionarium  Hiftoricum,  Geograph- 
icum9  &c. ;  alfo  the  Vllth.  Map  in  Blair9 s  Chronology, 
which  gives  tie  ancient  navies  of  thefe  countries. 

Line  1 1.3- — 115.  Belga^Hibernia*'-rFor  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  Irifh  rebellion,  Gilbert  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  which  feems  to  have  been,  at  that  time,  a  title  of 
fupreme  command  5  for  his  troops  confifted  of  1 00  horfe, 
400  regular  foot,  and  a  certain  number  of  that  kind  of 
Irifti  militia,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Kerns.  When 
he  was  fent  over  to  Holland,  to  the  aftiftance  of  the  Dutch, 
he  had  the  fame  title,  and  is  reported  to  have  been  the 
firft  Englifhman,  who  bore  it  in  that  fervice. 

Biog.  Britan,  Art.  Gilbert* 

Line  120.  Sequana  was  the  ancient  name  of  the  river 
Seine  in  France.  "  Sequana — Lutetiam  Parifiorum  medi- 
an! interiecans,  unaque  cum  Matrona  Belgas  a  Celtis  divi- 
dens,"  See  Stephan.  Diclion.  £jf  Blair ,  ut  fupra. 

Lim 
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Line  127.  Aucheriam — The  wife  of  Sir  H.  Gilbert.  He 
married,  from  the  court  of  queen  Elizabeth,  a  lady  of  dif- 
tinguiflied  birth  and  fortune,  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Anthony  Ager  of  Kent,*  who,  with  his  ion,  behaved  in 
the  noble  manner,  defcribed  by  the  poet,  at  the  reduction 
of  Calais  by  the  French,  in  1558. 

Line  163.  I/lri,  &c. — The  wars  of  Germany.  Ifter 
was  formerly  the  name  of  the  Danube. 

Lines  237,  238.  New  Albion  Was  difcovered  by  Sir 
Francis  Drake  in  1578  ;  and  the  principal  king  of  the 
country  invented  him  with  his  principality. 

Line  272.  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  on  a  voyage  for  the 
difcovery  of  a  paffage  to  India  by  the  North  Weft,  having 
proceeded  to  72 °.  north  latitude,  perimed,  with  all  his 
mariners,  in  1554* 

Line  276.  Sir  Martin  Frobiiher  made  three  voyages  to 
the  north,  for  the  fame  difcovery,  in  1576,  1577,  and 
1578.  In  translating  the  277th.  and  278th.  lines,  regard 
was  had  to  Forfter's  account  of  thefe  voyages.  In  a  part 
of  Greenland,  difcovered  by  Frobiiher,  **  in  hard  winters, 
mafles  of  ice,  of  an  aftonifhing  fize,  are  generated  by  the 
mountains  of  mow,  which  are  blown  down  from  off  the 
high  rocks,  and  in  the  fpring,  in  confcquence  of  the 
thaws,  of  neavy  rains,  and  of  the  fea  water  dafhing  upon 
them,  are  converted  into  ice/9 

See  Former's  Voyages.  277,  278. 

Line  281.  Sir  Anthony  jenkinfon  made  his  laft  voyage 
to  Ruffia  in  1 57 1.  For  a  proof  and  illuftration  of  his 
wonderful  enterprifes  in  the  Eaft,  fee  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  I. 
426 — 436.  Set  alfo  Camdeni  Rerum  Anglic,  et  Hib.  Annates, 
regn.  E/iz.  126,  155. 

Line  284.  Sir  Francis  Drake  commenced  his  voyage 
v round- the  world  in  1577,  and  completed  it  in  1580. 

Line  297.  John  and  Sebaftian  Cabot  difcovefed  the 
continent  of  North- America  in  1497.     More  than  fixty 

*  Biog.  Brit.  Art.  Gilbert.  years 
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years  elapfed,  however,  before  the  Englifh  availed  them- 
felves  of  this  difcovery.  This  remarkable  neglect  hiftori- 
ans  afcribe  to  the  frugal  maxims  of  Henry  VII.  and  the 
unpropitious  circumftances  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  of 
Edward  VI.  and  of  the  bigoted  Mary  ;  reigns  peculiarly 
adverfe  to  the  exteniion  of  induftry,  trade,  and  naviga- 
tion. The  honour  of  commencing  the  colonization  of 
North- America  was  f  eferved  for  the  vigorous  and  fplendid 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 


De  Navigations   Illustris   &    Magnanimi   Eojjrriat 

AURATI  HlJMFREDI  GlLBERTI,  AD  DEDUCBNDAM  IN  NO- 
VUM ORBEM  COLONIAM,  SUSCEPTA,  CARMEN  E%l&£tTim% 
STEPHANI    PaRM-ENII    BuDiEII. 

Ad  eundem  illujlrem.  equhem  autoris  prafatio. 

REDDENDA  eft,  quam  fieri  poteft  breviiHme,  in  hoc 
veftibulo,  ratio  facti  mei,  &  cur  ita  homo  novus  &  exterus, 
in  tanta  literatiilimorurn  hominum  copia,  quibus  Anglia 
beata  eft,  verfandum  in  hoc  argumento  mini"  putaverim  : 
ita  enim  tu,  fortifiime  Gilberte,  fcetum  hunc  noftrum  ia 
lucem  exire  voluifti.  In  fervitute  &  barbarie  'Turcica., 
Chriftianis  tamen,  magno  immortalis  Bei -benefkio,  parent- 
ibus  natus,  aliquam  etiam  aetatis  partem  educatus  ;  poft- 
quam  dodiffimorum  hominum  opera,  quibus  turn  Pan-' 
noniae  noftrae,  turn  imprimis  falvae  adhuc  earum  reliquiae 
florefcunt,  in  Uteris  adoleviffem,  more  noftrorum  hom- 
inum, ad  invifendas  Chriftiani  orbis  Academias  ablegatus 
fui.  Qua  in  peregrinatione,  non  folum  complura  Mufarum 
hofpitia,  fed  multas  etiam  fapienter  inftitutas  refpublicas5 
multarum  Eccleiiarum  probatiffimas  adminiftrationes  in- 
trofpeximus,  jam  ferine  triennio  ea  in  re  pofito.  Fuerat 
haec  noftra  profecTio  ita  a  nobis  comparata,  ut  non  tan  turn 
mores  &  urbes  gentium  videndum,  fed  in  familiaritatem, 
aut  faltem  notitiam  Uluftriorum  hominum  introendum 
nobis  putaremus.  Caeterum,  ut  hoc  a  nobis  fine  invidia 
dici  poffit,  (certe  enim  taceri  abfque  malicia  nullo  modo 
poteft)  non  locus,  non  natio,  non  refpublica  ulla  nobis 
«que  ac  tua  Britannia  complacuit,  quamcumque  in  partem 

eventum 
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eventum  confilii  mei  cdnfiderem.  Accedit,  quod  praster 
omnem  expectationem  meam  ab  omnibus  tuis  civibus, 
quibufcum  aliqua  confuetudo  milii  contigit,  tanta  pafsim 
humanitate  acceptus  eiTem  ;  ut  jam  (fit  hoc  falva  pietate 
a  me  dictum)  fuaviffimae  Anglorum  amicitiae  ferme  abol- 
everint  defiderium  &  Pannoniarum  &  Budae  meae,  quibus 
patriae  nomen  debeo.  Quas  ob  caufas  cum  faepenumero 
animus  fuuTet  fignificationem  aliquam  noftrae  hujus  vol- 
untatis &  exiftimationis  edendi  ;  accidit  utique  fecundum 
fententiam,  ut  dum  falutandis  &  cognofcendis  excellehtibusr 
viris  Londini  operam  do,  ornatiffimus  ac  do&iffimus  am- 
icus metis  Richardus  Hakluytus  ad  te  me  deduxdrit,  expli- 
Cato  mihi  praeclariffimo  tuo  de  ducenda  propediem  colonia 
in  novum  orbem  inftituto.  Quae  dum  aguntur,  agnof- 
cere  potui  ego  illud  corpus  &  animum  tuum  fempiterna 
pofteritatis  commemoratione  dignum,  &  agnovi  profecto, 
eaque  tali  ac  tanta  obfervantia  profequi  caepi  ;  ut  cum 
paulo  poft  plura  de  tuis  virtutibus,  &  rebus  geftis  pafsim 
audiffem,  tempus  longe  accdmmodatiflimum  exiftimarem 
efle,  quo  aliqua  parte  officii  ftudiique  noftri,  erga  te  & 
tuam  gehtem  perfungerer.  Hoc  eft  primum  ovum,  unde 
noftrum  e7ritarmov  originem  ducit.  Reliquum  eft,  ut  eas 
&  redeas  quim  profperrime,  vir  nobiliffime,  &  benevolentia 
tua,  autoritate,  ac  nomine,  tueare  ftudium  noftrum. 
Vale  pridie  Kalen.     Aprilis,  1583. 


A   Poem    of   Stephen   Parmenius  of   Buda,  in  cel- 
ebration of  the  Voyage  of  the  illustrious  and 

VALIANT  KNIGHT,  SlR  HUMPHREY  GILBERT,  UNDER* 
TAKEN  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONDUCTING  A  COLONY 
TO    THE    NEW    WORLD. 

The  Preface  of  the  Author  to  that  illujirious  knight. 

HERE,  at  the  threfhold,  the  reafon  of  my  attempt  muft 
be  given  as  briefly  as  poftible  ;  and  I  muft  tell  wherefore 
I,  fo  great  a  ftranger  and  a  foreigner,  in  fuch  a  throng  of 
literary  characters,  as  that  with  which  England  is  bleft, 
fliould  think  of  meddling  with  this  fubjecl  ;  for  it  was 
you,  moil  noble  Gilbert,  who^chofe  that  this  my  imperfect 

production 
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production  fliould  fee  the  light.  Born  in  Turkifh  fervi- 
tude  and  barbarifin,  yet,  through  the  great  goodnefs  of 
God,  of  Chriftian  parents,  and  by  them  partly  educated* 
afterward,  by  the  aid  of  learned  men,  with  whom  Hun- 
gary then  abounded,  and  even  yet  abounds  fo  far  as  its 
reliques  are  preferved,  having  grown  up  in  letters,  I  was 
fent,  after  the  manner  of  my  countrymen,  to  vifit  the 
uhiverfkies  in  Chriftendom.  In  my  travels,  I  not  only 
beheld  many  feats  of  the  mufes,  but  alfo  many  wifely  con- 
flicted republics,  and  admirably  conducted  churches  j 
nearly  three  years  being  devoted  to  that  object.  This 
journey  I  fo  contrived,  that  I  took  care  not  merely  to 
obferve  the"  manners  and  cities  of  different  nations,  but  to 
obtain  the  familiar  acquaintance,  or  at  leaft,  the  knowl- 
edge of  eminent  men.  But,  to  fpeak  without  envy  (for 
it  cannot  be  fuppreffed  without  malice),  no  place,  no  na- 
tion, no  republic,  pleafed  me  equally  in  every  refpect,  with 
your  Britain.  It  fo  happened,  that,  beyond  all  my  ex- 
pectation, I  was  received  every  where  by  all  your  citizens, 
with  whom  I  had  the  leaft  familiarity,  with  fuch  polite- 
nefs,  that  already  (let  me  fay  it  without  the  violation  of 
patriotifm)  the  very  delightful  friendfhips  of  Englifhmen. 
have  almoft  obliterated  the  love  both  of  the  Hungarians 
and  of  my  Buda,  to  which  I  owe  the  name  of  country. 
When,  for  thefe  reafons,  I  had  often  wiihed  to  give  fome 
expreilion  of  this  my  affection,  it  happened,  according  to 
my  wifh,  that*  while  I  was  taking  pains  to  pay  my  refpecls 
to  the  excellent  men  in  London,  and  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  them,  my  very  accomplifhed  and  learned  friend 
Richard  Hakluyt  introduced  me  to  you,  explaining  to  me, 
at  the  fame  time,  your  mod  noble  defign  of  fhortly  con- 
duelling  a  colony  into  the  new  world.  In  the  mean  time 
I  could  perceive,  that  that  body  and  fpirit  of  your's  were 
worthy  of  the  perpetual  remembrance  of  posterity,  and 
hence  began,  to  attend  to  them  with  fuch  refpecl,  thai 
when,  foon  after,  I  every  where  heard  more  concerning 
your  virtues  and  exploits,  I  thought  it  the  molt  favour- 
able time  poflible,  to  difcharge  fome  part  of  my  duty,  and 
to  exprefs  fome  what  of  my  regard,  toward  you  and  your 
nation.  This  is  the  primary  origin  of  my  poem.  For 
vox,,  ix.  I  the 
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the  reft,  may  you  profperoufly  go  and  return,  moft  noble 
fir,  and  fecure  my  regard  by  your  benevolence,  authority, 
and  renown.     Farewell.     March  31,  1583. 


Ad  Thamesin, 

AMNIS,  inoffenfa  qui  tarn  requiete  beatus 
Antipodum  quarts  jam  tibi  in  orbe  locum  : 

Nunc  tibi  principium  merits,  pro  tempore  ^  laudis 
Fecimus,  et  rauccs  carmina  prima  tuba. 

Turn  cum  reddiderisy  modo  quam  dimittimus$  Argo, 
Qrnatu  perages  gaudia  fejia  novo* 


To  the  Thames-. 

RIVER,  who,  happy  in  thy  harmlefs  courfe$ 
Seek'Jl  thy  antipodes  in  yon  new  world  ; 
Thy  meed  of  praife  I  now  have  fcarce  begun? 
And  fimply  founded  the  firfi  trump  of  fame* 
When  Argo  thou  re/lor'Jl9  whom  now  we  loofef. 
Thy  feftal  joys  jhall  claim  a  nobler  fong. 


QVJE  nova  tarn  fubito  mutati  gratia  cseli  ?' 
Unde  graves  nimbi  vitreas  tenuantur  in  auras  ? 
DifFugiunt  nebulae,  puroque  nitentior  ortu 
Illuftrat  terras,  clementiaque  aequora  Titan  ? 
Nimirum  pofuere  Noti,  meliorque  refurgit 
Eurus,  et  in  ventbs  folvuntur  vela  fecundos, 
Vela  quibus  gentis  decus  immortale  Britann^e 

WHAT  wondrous  favour  this  of  alter'd  heaven  ? 
Whence  do  big  ftorms  diffolve  to  gentleft  gales  ? 
The  clouds  difperfe,  a  brighter  orient  fun 
^Illuminate  the  earth,  and  feas  affuag'd  ? 
The  South  w!nds,  fure,  are  laid  ;   the  better  East 
Rifes  ;    to  profperous  winds  are  loos'd  the  fails, 
Sails,  borne  by  which,  Gilbert,  Brittannia's  pride, 


Poem  of  S.  Parmenlus  Budaius.  5f 

Tendit  ad  ignotum  noftris  majoribus  orbem 
Vix  notis  Gilbertus  aquis.     Ecquando  licebit 
Ordiri  heroas  laudes,  et  facta  nepotum  10 

Attonitis  memoranda  animis  ?    Si  caspta  filendum  eft 
"  Ilia,  quibus  noftrj  prifcis  aetatibus  audent 
Conferri,  et  certare  dies  :    quibus  obvia  piano 
Jamdudum  Fortuna  folo,  quibus  omne  per  undas 
Nereidum  genus  exultat,  fauftoque  tridenti  15 

Ipfe  pater  Nereus  placabile  temperat  aequor. 
Et  paffim  Oceano  curvi  Delphines  ab  imo 
Jn  fummos  faliunt  fluctus,  quafi  terga  pararent 
In  quibus  evecfoe  fulcent  freta  profpera  puppes. 
Et  quafi  diluvium,  tempeftatefque  minatur  20 

Follibus  inflatis  inimica  in  vela  phyfeter. 
Et  favet  .ZEgjEon,  et  qui  Neptunia  Proteus 
Armenta,  ac  turpes  alit  imo  in  gurgite  phocas. 
Atque  idem  modo  ab  antiqua  virtute  celebrat 
gceptra  Chaledonidum  :   feclis  modo  fata  futuris      25 
Pandit,  et  ad  feros  canit  eventura  miuores. 


Goes  to  a  new  world,  to  our  fires  unknown, 

On  waters  fcaree  explor'd.     When  fhall  we  care 

To  fing  heroic  praifes,  and  the  deeds  10 

To  aftonifh  future  ages  ?    If  defigns, 

That,  by  our  age  achieved,  with  former  times 

Dare  bold  comparifon,  muft  not  be  fung  : 

Deeds  now  by  Fortune  favoured,  deeds  which  all 

The  race  of  Nereids,  on  the  Ocean's  waves,  15 

Exults  to  fofter,  while  great  Nereus*  felf 

With  kindly  trident  fmooths  the  yielding  fea. 

From  Ocean's  depths  e'en  the  curved  dolphins  leap 

On  higheft  waves,  as  though  with  backs  upreared 

To  bear  the  mips  far  o'er  the  profperous  feas  ;< 

And  the  dread  whale  a  flood  and  tempefts  threats      23 

With  windy  t>lafts  againft  unfriendly  fails. 

Propitious  is  Mgjeow,  Proteus  too, 

Who  Neptune's  herds  feeds  in  the  deeps  below  : 

And  he,  who  lately  praifed  for  ancient  worth 

The  Caledonian  fceptre,  now  unfolds  s£ 

To  future  ages  fate's  great  deftinies, 

iuid  fings  to  late  defendants  things  to  come,, 
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Ut  pads  bellique  bonis  notiflima  vafto 
Infula  Oceano,  magni  decus  Angjlia  mundi  ; 
Poftquam  opibus  dives,  populo  numerofa  frequenti, 
Tot  Celebris  factis,  toto  caput  extulit  orbe  ;  '   3® 

Non  incauta  fui,  ne  quando  immenfa  poteftas 
Pondere  fit  ruitura  fuo,  nova  maenia  natis 
Quserat,  et  in  longum  extendat  fua  regna  receflum  : 
JNon  aliter,  quam  cum  ventis  fubliinibus  aptas 
In  nidis  crevere  grues,  proficifcitur  ingens  3$ 

De  noftra  ad  tepidum  tellure  cojonia  Nilum. 

Euge,  facrum  pectus,  tibi,  per  tot  fecula  foli 
Servata  eft  regio  nullis  regnata  Monarchis. 
J)t  triplici  quondam  mundi  natura  notata 
Margine,  et  audacem  quarto  dignata  Columbum  ;       4© 
Jam  quinta  luftranda  plaga  tibi,  jamque  regenda 
Imperio  fupereft.     Europam  Asiamque  relinque, 
Et  fortunatam  nimium,  nifi  fole  propinquo 
Arderet,  Lyeyen  :    illis  fua  facta  viafque 
Terminet  Alcides  ;    abs  te  illuftranda  quiefcit  45 

Parte  alia  telius,  quam  non  Babylonia  fceptra, 


In  the  vaft  Ocean  lifts  her  head  ereel: 
JVbove  the  fpacious  earth  a  well  known  Ifle, 
In  peace  and  war  far  famed,  pride  of  the  world, 
England,  for  wealth,  for  numbers,  deeds,  renown'd.    3* 
Aware  that  time  may  come,  when  power  immenfe 
By  its  own  weight  may  fall,  new  walls  fhe  leeks, 
And  ftretches  far,  for  her  own  fons,  her  realms  : 
So  when  in  nefts  florks  firmly  fledged  have  grown 
Fit  for  the  lofty  winds,  in  flocks  they  move  35 

Forth  from  our  climate  to  the  tepid  Nile. 

Hail,  noble  foul,  thus  long  for  thee  alone 
A  land  is  kept  by  tyrants  never  ruled, 
The  earth,  erft  bounded  by  #  triple  line, 
And  honouring  bold  Columbus  with  a  fourth  ;  40 

Referves  her  fifth  for  thee,  and  for  thy  fway, 
Europe  and  Asia  leave,  and  Afric's  clime 
Too  happy,  but  for  burning  funs  ;    Alcides 
Their  deeds  and  bounds  may  fix  :    far  hence  remains 
For  thy  furvey  a  land,  which  not  the  rod  45 

Of  Babylon,  nor  Macedonian  might. 
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Non  Macedum  inviclae  vires,  non  Persic  a  virtus 

Attigit,  aut  unquam  Lati^e  feriere  fecures. 

Non  illo  fobolesMAHOMETi  mugiit  orbe  : 

Non'  vafer  Hispanus,  ccelo,  fuperifque  reliclis,  50 

Sacra  Pap^e  humano  crudelia  fanguine  fecit. 

Illic  mortales  hominumque  ignota  propago  ; 

Sive  illi  noftrae  veniant  ab  origine  gentis, 

Seu  tandem  a  prifca  Faunorum  ftirpe  fuperiint 

Antiqua  geniti  terra,  fine  legibus  urbes  55 

Sylvafque  et  pingues  habitant  civilibus  agros  : 

Et  prifcos  referunt  mores,  vitarnque  fequuntur 

Italije  antique,  et  primi  rude  temporis  sevurn  1 

Cum  genkor  nati  fugiens  Saturn  us  ob  iram 

In  Latio  pofuit  fedem,  rudibufque  regendos  6a 

In  tenues  vicos  homines  collegit  ab  agris. 

Aurea  in  hoc  primum  populo  csepifTe  feruntur 

Secula,  iicque  homines  vitam  duxhTe  beati  ; 

Ut  fimul  argenti  percurrens  tempora,  et  aeris, 

JDegener  in  durum  chalybem  vilefceret  aetas  ;  6$ 

Rurfus  in  antiquum,  de  quo  defcenderat,  aurum 


Nor  Persic  bravery  ever  yet  has  reached, 

Nor  L ati an  axes  yet  have  ever  ruled. 

Not  there  the  feci:  of  Mahomet  hath  roared  ; 

Nor  fubtil  Spaniard,  firft  his  God  renouncing,  5© 

Offered  the  Holy  Father  human  blood. 

There  mortals,  and  a  race  of  men  unknown, 

Whether  from  our  own  lineage  firft  they  fprung, 

Or  of  the  flock  of  Faunus  yet  remain, 

Derived  from  mother  earth,  cities  poffefs,  55 

Though  lawlefs,  and  the  woods  and  fertile  fields. 

Old  manners  they  revive,  the  life  purfue 

Of  ancient  Italy,  and  earlieft  time  ; 

When  father  Saturn,  fleeing  Jove's  dread  ire, 

In  Latium  fixed  his  feat,  and  into  towns  6m 

Brought  from  rude  fields  the  fubjecls  of  his  fway. 

Here  firft,  'tis  faid,  commenced  the  golden  age, 

And  men  thus  learned  to  live  a  happy  life  ; 

Yet  ftill  this  age,  at  length  to  filver  fallen, 

^nd  next  to  brafs,  to  iron  hard  at  laft  ;  65 

Again  to  ancient  gold,  from  which  it  funk. 
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(Sic  perhibent  vates)  aevo  vcrtente  rediret. 
Fallor,  an  eft  tempus,  revolutoque  orbe  videntur 
Aurea  pacifioe  tranfmittere  fecula  gentes  ? 
Fall  or  enim,  ft  quafTatas  tot  cladibus  urbes  70 

Refpicio,  et  paftim  lacerantes  regna  tyrannos  : 
Si  Mahometigenis  Asiam  Lyeiamque  cruento 
Marte  premi,  domitaque  jugum  cervice  fubire  : 
Jamque  per  Europe  fines  immane  tribunal 
Barbari  adorari  domini,  Dacisque,   Pelasgisque     75 
^Emathiisque,  omnique  folo  quod  dividit  Hebrus, 
Et  quondam  bello  invi&is,  nunc  Marte  finiftro 
Anguftos  fines,  parvamque  tuentibus  oram 
PannonijE  populis,  et  prifca  in  gente  Liburnis. 
Turn  vero  in  fuperos  pugnas  fine  fine  cieri  80 

Patribus  Ausqniis  :    ardere  in  bella,  necefque 
Sarmaticas  gentes  :    et  adhuc  a  caede  recenti 
Hispanum  fanclo  Gallumque  rnadere  cruore. 
Non  funt  haec  auri,  non  funt  documenta,  fed  atrox 
Ingenio  referunt  ferrum,  et  fi  dicere  ferrq  85 

Deteriora  mihi  licet,  intra&abile  faxum. 


(So  prophets  tell)  would  finally  revert, 

Miftake  I,  or  is  this  the  eventful  time, 

When  peaceful  nations  form  this  golden  age  ? 

Yes,  I  miftake,  if  cities  I  behold,  7a 

Shattered  by  force,  and  realms  by  tyrants  torn  ; 

If  Asia,  Afric,  preft  in  bloody  war 

By  Saracens,  bend  to  the  fervile  yoke  ; 

And  through  all  Europe  a  barbarian  power 

Is  tremblingly  ador'd,  by  Dacians,  Greeks,  j$ 

jEmathians,  and  the  realm  that  Hebrus  parts, 

Pannonians,  once  in  war  invincible, 

Now,  fad  reverfe  !    guarding  their  fmall  domains, 

And  the  Libit rnians,  anciently  renowned. 

Then  too  againft  high  powers  perpetual  wars,  80 

Caus'd  by  Ausonian  priefts  :    Sarmatian  tribes 

Ardent  for  battle  ;    and  yet  warm  with  flaughter, 

The  Gaul  and  Spaniard  drenched  in  holy  blood. 

Thefe,  thefe,  no  proofs  of  gold,  they  rather  prove 

Atrocious  iron,  and,  if  worfe  than  this  8£ 

Aught  may  be  named,  the  ftone  intraftable. 
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At  vero  ad  niveos  alia  fl  parte  Britannos 
Verto  oculos  animumque,  quot,  6  pulcherrima  tellus, 
Teftibus  antiquo  vitam  traducis  in  auro  ? 
Namque  quod  hoc  fummum  colitur  tibi  numen  honore  93 
Quo  fuperi,  atque  omnis  geniorum  cafta  juventus 
Illius  ad  facra  juffa  vices  obit,  arguit  aurum. 
Quod  tarn  chara  Deo  tua  fceptra  gubernet  Amazon, 
Quam  DeA,  cum  hondum  ccelis  Astr^a  petitis 
Inter  mortales  regina  erat,  arguit  aurum.  95 

Quod  colit  haud  ullis  inclufas  msenibus  urbes- 
Aurea  libertas,  et  nefcia  ferre  tyrannum 
Securam  aetatem  tellus  agit,  arguit  aurufn^ 
Quod  regio  nullis  injuria  gentibus,  arma 
Arma  licet  ferruginea  rubicunda  quiete,  ioa 

Finitimis  metuenda  gerit  tamen,  arguit  aurum* 
Quod  gladii,  quod  mucrones,  quod  pila,  quod  hafbe 
-  In  raflros  abiere,  et  bello  affueta  juventus 
Pacem  et  amicitias  dukes  colit,  arguit  aurum. 
Denique  11  fas  eft  auro  conne&ere  laudes  X03 

iEris,  et  in  pads  venerari  tempore  fortes  ; 


But  if  the  eye  and  thought  I  hence  advert 
To  fnow-white  Britons  ;    O  thou  lovelier!  land, 
What  proofs  refiftlefs  of  thy  life  of  gold  ! 
For,  that  the  fovereign  Deity  by  thee  90 

Is  worfhipp'd  as  divine,  and  thy  chafte  youth 
Regard  his  facred  mandates,  argues  gold. 
That,  dear  to  God,  a  queen  thy  fceptre  fways, 
As  if  the  goddefs,  yet  not  fled  to  heaven, 
Astr^a  ruled  o'er  mortals,  argues  gold.  95 

That  golden  freedom  unwall'd  cities  rears, 
And  that  the  land,  which  tyrant  never  bore* 
Is  ever  fafe,  and  tranquil,  argues  gold. 
That,  to  no  nation's  harm,  a  region  here 
Bears  arms,  all  reddened  with  the  ruft  of  peace,        100 
But  arms  to  neighbours  dreadful,  argues  gold. 
That  fwords,  and  darts,  that  javelins  too,  and  fpears, 
To  ploughfhares  turn,  and  youths  inured  to  war 
Seek  peace  and  joys  domeftic,  argues  gold. 
In  fine,  if  meet  the  praife  of  brafs  to  blend  105 

With  gold,  and  in  mid  peace  to  extol  the  brave? 
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Quot  natos  bello  heroas,  quot  ahaenea  nutris 

Pe&ora  ?    fint  teftes  procerum  tot  rnillia,  teftes 

Mille  duces,  interque  duces  notiilima  mille 

Ilia  cui  affurgunt  Mus.£,  quam  confcia  Pallas  no.   » 

Laetior  exaudit,  Gilberti  gloria  noftrL 

Ulius  auxilium,  et  focialia  praelia  amici 

Mirantur  Belg^e,  et  quam  vis  injuftus  Ibee.u<J 

Commemorat  juftas  acies,  domitafque  per  oras 

Martia  victrices  formidat  Hibernia  turmas.  n^ 

Ilium  oppugnatae  quaflatis  turribus  arces, 

Ilium  expugnatae  perruptis  maenibus  urbes, 

Fluminaque  et  portus  capti^  hoftilique  notatum 

Sanguine  fubmerfas  meminere  fub  aeq.uore  chiles. 

Hie  ubi  per  medios.projechis  Sequana  Celtas         12-0 

Labitur,  et  nomen  mox  amifiurusj  et  undas. 

Omnia  fi  deftnt,  quantum  eft  ingentibus  aufts 

Humani  generis  pro  pace  bonoque  pacifci 

Tarn  varios  cams,  freta  tanta,  pericula  tanta  ? 

Linquere  adhuc  teneram  prolem,  h  dulciffima  facri    125 

Ofcula  conjugii,  numerantemque  ordine  longo 


What  heroes  born  for  war,  what  brazen  hearts 

Thou  reared  ?    Let  the  thoufand  chiefs  atteft, 

The  thoufand  veterans,  and  mid  them  moft  famed 

Our  Gilbert's  glory,  which  the  Muses  greet,  110 

And  confcious  Pallas  gladly  deigns  to  hear. 

His  aid,  and  federate  battles,  Belgic  friends 

Admire,  and  the  Iberian,  though  unjuft, 

Praifes  his  arms  ;    and,  through  her  fubjecl;  coafts. 

Martial  Hibernia  dreads  his  conquering  bands.  115 

Him  battered  caftles,  with  their  fhaken  towers, 

Him  cities,  gained  by  florm,  with  broken  walls* 

And  ftreams,  and  captured  ports,  full  well  have  known, 

And  fleets  fubmerg'd  beneath  the  briny  deep  : 

Here,  where  Sequana,  pouring  through  the  Celts,  120. 

Glides,  foon  to  lofe  at  once  his  name,  and  waves. 

Were  all  things  wanting,  yet  how  great  the  emprife 

To  brave,  for  human  peace  and  weal  alone, 

Chances  fo  great,  fuch  feas,  fuch  perils  dire  ? 

To  leave  a  tender  offspring,  and  the  fwcets  12;  w 

Of  wedlock,  and  Aucheria  numbering  o'er 
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Aucheriam  digitis  in  mollibus,  sequora  mille 

Formidanda  modis,  atque  inter  pauca  relatos 

Aucherios  exempla  fuos,  fratremque  patremque  ; 

Qui  dum  pro  patria  laudem  et  virtute  fequuntur,     130 

Obfeffi  in  maris  foli  portifque  Caleti, 

Praepofuere  mori,  quam  cum  pfodentibus  urbem, 

Et  decus  ALbionUm,  turpi  fupereiTe  falute. 

Quod  h*  parva  loquor,  nee  adhuc  fortaffe  fatenda  eft 
Aurea  in  hoc  iterunl  noftro  gens  vivere  mundo,        135 
Quid  vetat  ignotis  ut  poffit  furgere  terris  ? 
Auguror,  et  fivZit  diclis  Deus,  auguror  annos, 
In  quibus  hand  illo  fecus  olim  principe  in  urbes 
Barbara  plebs  coeat  quam  cum  nova  faxa  vOcaret 
Amphion  Thebas,  TrOjana  ad  masnia  Phoebus.     140 
Atque  ubi  fie  ultro  junclas  fociaverit  sedes, 
Deinde  dabit  leges  cufldditurus  eafdein  ; 
In  quibus  ignari  cives  fraudiimque,  dolique, 
A  folida  aftuefcant  potius  virtute'  beari  ; 
Quam  genio  et  molli  liquentia  corpora  vita  145 

In  Venerem  ignavam,  pinguemque  immergere  luxum  : 


In  long  array,  the  dangers  of  the  feas, 

And,  midft  a  few  examples,  her  own  kin 

Auc he ri an,  both  her  brother  and  her  lire, 

Who,  in  their  country's  caufe,  for  virtuous  praife,    130 

Alone  befieg'd  in  Calais'  walls  and  gates, 

Would  rather  die,  than  bafeiy  live  with  thofe, 

Who,  with  the  city,  Albion's  fame  betrayed. 

But,  if  fmall  things  I  tell,  nor  yet  confeft 
A  golden  race  within  our  world  revives*  135 

What  hinders  it  to  rife  in  lands  unknown  ? 
I  augur,  Heaven  fulfil  !    I  augur  years, 
When,  under  this  their  chief,  the  barbarous  throng 
Shall  into  cities  crowd,  as  when  of  old 
Amphion  call'd  to  Thebes  the  rugged  Hones  ;  140 

Or  Phoebus,  to  the  lofty  walls  of  Troy. 
When  he  mall  thus  the  focial  compact  form, 
Laws  he  (hall  give,  laws  which  himfelf 'fhall  guard  j 
By  thefe  the  citizens,  in  frauds  unikilled, 
May  learn  from  virtue  to  derive  their  blifs, 
Rather  than  feek  it  in  voluptuous  cafe,  145 

*vol.  ix*  K 


66  Poem  of  S,  Parmenius  Budaius* 

Quam  nummos,  quam  lucra  fequi,  quam  propter  honored 

Vivere  ad  arbitrium  ftolidae  mutabile  plebis. 

Non  illic  generi  virtus,  opibufque  premetur 

Libertas  populi,  non  contra  hi  defide  vulgo  150 

Oppugnabit  opes  civis  fob  nomine  pauper  : 

Quifque  fuo  partem  fbelix  in  jure  capeftet. 

Turn  fua  magna  parens  ingenti  fasnore  tellus 

Exiguo  fudore  dabit  bona  :    cura  juventam 

Nulla  adiget  fenio,  nee  lie  labor  ocia  toilet,  155; 

Quo  minus  e  virtute  petant  fua  commoda  cives. 

O  mihi  fselicem  fi  fas  confeendere  puppim  : 

Et  tecum  patria  (pietas  ignofce)  relicla 

Longinquum  penetrare  fretum,  penetrare  forores 

Mecum  una  Aonias,  illk  exordia  gentis  16a 

Prima  novae  ad  feros  tranfmittere  poffe  nepotes  I 

Sed  me  fata  vetant,  memoraturumque   canota 

Inclyta  facia  tuba,  ad  clades  miferabilis  Istri 

Invitum  retrahunt*    His  his  me  fata  refervent  1 


And  riot  in  the  luxuries  of  life  ; 

Rather  than  gain  purfue,  and  for  renown 

Live  at  the  will  of  a  capricious  mob. 

There  virtue  ne'er  fhall  be  by  birth  opprefsrd, 

Nor  by  enormous  wealth  the  people's  freedom  ;         15a 

Nor  yet  in  vulgar  floth,  affeclmg  rights, 

The  wretch  invade  by  force  his  neighbour's  wealth  j 

Each  happy  fhall  his  own  by  right  enjoy. 

Then  parent  earth  with  rich  increafe  ihall  yield 

Her  products  without  pains  :    no  care  Ihall  drive       155 

Youth  to  old  age  ;    nor  toil  fo  banifh  eafe, 

But  that  from  virtue  men  Ihall  feek  their  boon-* 

O  might  I  in  the  happy  fhip  embark, 

And  (Piety  forgive  !),  my  country  left, 

The  diftant  fea  explore,  and  in  my  train 

The  Aonian  fitters,  there  the  earlieft  rife  160 

Of  a  new  nation  might  I  but  convey 

In  fong  heroic  down  to  lateft  time  ! 

But  me  the  fates  forbid,  and,  tuned  to  iing 

Great  deeds  in  verfe  fonorous,  back  recall, 

Reluctant,  to  the  wretched  Istri  an  wars. 

For  thefe,  for  thefe,  me  deftiny  referves  : 
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i 

Non  deerit  vates,  illo  qui  cantet  in  orbe  165 

Aut  veteres  populos,  aut  noftra  incognita  coelo 
Munera  naturae  ;    dum  fpreto  Helicone  manebit 
Ilia  Aganippje'is  facrata  Oxonia  Mufis. 

Dum  loquor  in  viridi  feftinant  gramine  Nymphs, 
Impediuntque  comas~lauro,  et  florentis  olivae  170 

Frondibus  armantur,  dominatricemque  frequentes 
Oceani  immenii  longe  venerantur  El  is  am. 
Ilia  autem  ad  gelidum  celfis  de  turribus  amnem 
Profpicit,  et  jamjam  Tamesino  in  patre  tuetur 
Paulatim  obliquis  Gilebertum  albefcere  velis.  175 

Sic  dea  Peliaco  fpedalfe  c  vertice  Pallas 
Fertur  Iafonios  comites,  ad  Phasidos  undas 
Vix  bene  dum  notis  committere  carbafa  ventis. 
Diva  fave,  nutuque  tuo  fufcepta  parari  ( 

Vela  juva  ;  li  fola  geris  digniffima  totum  18© 

Talibus  aufpiciis  proferri  fceptra  per  orbem. 
Propterea  quia  fola  tuos  ita  pace  beafti 
Tranquilla  populos,  ut  jam  te  principe  poffint 

But  ne'er  fhall  be  a  poet  wanting,  who,  165 

In  that  new  world,  may  ancient  people  fing, 
Or  nature's  bleffings,  to  our  Iky  unknown  ; 
While,  Helicon  difdained,  Oxford  remains 
To  Aganipp^an  Mufes  confecrate. 

While  I  yet  fpeak,  Nymphs  on  the  verdant  grafs 
Hafte,  and  with  laurel  their  fair  locks  entwine,  170 

Their  brows  with  never  fading  olive  deck, 
And  in  thick  bands  extol  Eliza's  name, 
The  mighty  emprefs  of  the  boundlefs  deep. 
She  from  the  lofty  turrets  looks  the  while 
To  the  cold  ftream,  and  in  old  Thames  beholds 
Gilbert  with  fails  flow  whitening  to  the  view.       175 
Thus  erft  the  goddefs  Pallas  viewed  from  heaven 
The  band  of  Jafon  at  farh'd  Colchis'  waves, 
Unfurl  their  canvafs  to  the  untried  winds. 
Great  Queen,  be  thou  propitious,  aid  the  fails 
By   thy   own   patronage   thus  far  prepared  ; 
Since  thou  a  fceptre  doft   alone   fuflain  180 

Worthy,  with   omens   fuch,   to   rule  the  world. 
As  thou   alone  haft  Britons  bleft   with  peace, 
Let  them  beneath  thy  princely  fway  have  power 
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Augere  imperii  fines.     Quia  fola  videris 

Quo  niveae  Charites,  quo  corpore  Delia  virgo  185 

Pingitur,  et  jufto  fi  fit  pro  tefte  vetuftas. 

Talibus  audimus  quondam  de  matribus  ortos 

Semideos  homines  :   tali  eft  de  fanguipe  magnus 

Sive  Hector  genitus,  five  Hectore  major  Achilles  : 

Duntaxat  fine  fraude  ulla,  fine  crimine  poffint  190 

Ulla  titii  veterum  conferri  nomina  matrum, 

Quae  fexum  facfis  fuperas,  quae  patribus  audes, 

Nympha,  diis  dignas  laudes  aequare  Latinis. 

]VIentior  infaelix,  nifi  fie  in  corpore  virtus 

Lucet  forfnofo,  ceu  quae  preciofjor  auro  eft  \  95 

Gemma,  tamen  pariter  placiturp  claudttur  auro. 

Mentior,  et  taceo,  nifi  fola  audiris  ubique 

Induperatorum  timor  aut  amor,  inter  et  omnes 

Securam  requiem  peragis  tutiflima  cafus  : 

X)um  reliqui  reges  duro  quafi  car  cere  claufi  200 

Sollicitis  lethi  dapibus,  plenoque  fruuntur 

Terrificis  mqnftris  furtiya  per  ocia  fomno, 


To  ftretch  the  bounds   of  empire.     Thou   alone 

Seem'ft  like  the  fnow  white  Graces,  or  the  form    185 

In   which,   if  ancient   ftory   claim   belief, 

The   Del ian  virgin   is   exactly  drawn. 

Once,    we  are  told,   from  matrons,   fuch   as  thefe 

Sprung  Demigods  :    from  blood  like  this  great  Hector? 

Or  famed   Achilles,   greater   ftill  than   he. 

Yet  without  fraud,  or   crime,   let   any  names  190 

Of  ancient  matrons   be   compared  with  thee, 

Who   in  great    deeds  thy  fex  furpaffeft,  who, 

0  Nymph,  clareft  rival  even   Latian   fires, 
And  claim  renown,  full  worthy  of  their   gods. 
Haplefs  I   err,  unlefs  in   a  fair   form  195 
Shines   virtue,   as   the  gem,   worth    more   than  gold, 

Is  fet  in  gold,   that  yet  alike  will   pleafe. 

1  err,  and  own  my  fault,  unlefs   alone 
Thou   art  of  potentates   the  fear,  or  love. 
And,  midft   all  hazards,   fafely  haft   repofe  : 

While  other   princes,  as  in  prifon  pent,  200 

partake  their  dainties  charged   with  deadly  fear, 
And  fleep,   at   furtive  moments,   terror   filled. 
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Mentior  et  taceo,  folam  nifi  vivere  cives 

.ZEternum  cupiunt  :  quando  nee  verbere  torvo, 

Nee  caedis  pcenseve  thronum  formidine  firmas  :  205 

ged  tibi  tot  meritis  majeftas  parta,  et  inermis 

Ad  patulos  reiidet  cuftos  dementia  poftes  ; 

Ut  quot  pene  rei  jufluin  meruere  tribunal., 

Tot  veniam  grato  narrent  fermone  clientes. 

Nee  tamen  admittis,  nifi  quod  juftum'que  piumque       210 

Agnofcit  probitas,  et  quae  potes  omnia,  folis 

Legibus  ufurpas  can t as  fancliffima  vires. 

Nee  mala  formidas  :    fi  quidem  quafi  ftne  ligatur 

Confilio  fortuna  tibi  :    Nullum  impia  terret 

In  caftris  Bellona  tuis  :    Quin  pronus  adorat  215 

Gradivus  tua  juffa  pater,  fequiturque  vocantem 

Quacunque  ingrederis  grato  vicloria  plaufu. 

J3umque  fores  aliis,  vitamque  et  regna  tuetur 

Janitor  externus,  eingunt  tua  limina  cives  : 

Dumque  aliis  fordet  fapientia  regibus,  almo  229 

Pegasidum  tu  fonte  fatur,  tot  Apollinis  artes 

I  err,   and  own   rrfy  fault,   unlefs   thy  fubjecls 

Wifh  thou   mayft  live  forever  ;    fince  thy  throne 

Thou  ftrengtheneft   not   by  fanguinary  dread  ;  205 

But  merit   gains  thee   power,  and   Clemency 

Sits  guardian  at  the  open   gates,   unarmed  ;. 

And   numbers  of  the   guilty,  juftly  doomed, 

Their  pardon  grateful  to  the   world  proclaim. 

But   nought,   fave  that  which  probity  approves,         2iq 

As  juft   and   pious,   thy  indulgence   gains  ; 

^Vnd  thou,  who  hall  all  power,   with  facred  heed, 

Draweft  all   thy  vigour  from  the  laws   alone. 

Nor  eyil  fear'ft  thou  :    fortune  to  thy  prudence 

Is   clofe  allied  :    Bel^o^ta   in  thy   camps  215 

Impious  fcares   none  :    Proftrate   her  father  Mars 

Reveres  thy  mandates,  and  where'er  thou  mov'ft? 

"Vidory,   with  glad  applaufe,  thy  fteps  purfues. 

While  foreign,  guards  at  other  palace  doors 

Heedful   their  monarch's  life  and  realm  proteft. 

Thy  threfhold  thy  own   citizens   furround  : 

And  while  to  other  kings  wifdom  imparts  220 

A  nigged  portion,  thou?  at  the  fair  foun£ 
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Aurea  vaticina  fundis  quafi  flumina  lingua. 
Nil  noftri  invenere  dies,  nil  prifca  vetuftas 
Prodidit,  in  linguis  peragunt  commercia  nullis 
Christiadum  gentes,  quas  te,  divina  virago,  225 

Juflius  AoNiiE  poflint  ja&are  forores. 
Audiit  haec  mundus,  cun&ifque  in  finibus  ardet 
Imperio  parere  tuo.  :  et  quae  forte  recufat 
Miratur  vires  regio  tamen.     Hinc  tua  fceptra 
Incurva  Mahometigen^e  cervice  falutant  :  230 

Hinc  tua  pugnaces  properant  ad  fcedera  Galli  : 
Dumque  fibi  metuit   toties  tibi  vichis  Iberus, 
Nefcia  Romano  Germania  Marte  domari 
Quserit  amicitias   Britonum  :    procul  ofcula  mittit 
Virgineis  pedibus  Latium,   longeque  remoti  235 

^.Pannones  in   tutos  optant  coalefcere  fines. 
Quinetiam  quae  fubmhTo  diademate  nuper 
Obtulit  inviclis  fafcefque  fidemque  Britannis9 
Nonne  vides  paffis  ut  crinibus  horrida  dudum 
Porrigit  ingentem  lugubris  America  dextram  ?  240 


Peg asian   fiil'd,  pour'ft  from   prophetic  tongue 
Arts  Ap  pol  lone  an   as   in  golden  ftrearns. 
Nought  have  our  days  difcovered,  nought  paft  time 
Produc'd,  the  Christian  nations  in  no  tongues         225 
Commerce  maintain,  which,  noble  heroine, 
The  Aon ian  band  may   better   boaft  than  thee. 
This  knows  the   world,  and  in  all  regions   longs 
To   obey  thy  empire  ;    and   what   land  perchance 
Denies,  admires,  thy  power.     Thy  fceptre  hence 
With   neck  unbent  the  Saracens   falute  :  230 

Hence  warring  Frenchmen  haften   to  thy  leagues  : 
And   while  the  Spaniard  dreads  thy  oft  felt  force, 
Germania,  loth   to   yield  to   Roman  power 
Seeks  Britain's  friendftiip  :    diftant   Latium   fends 
Kifles   for   virgin  feet  ;    and,  far  remote,  235 

Pannonians   wifh  within  fafe  bounds  to   prefs. 
Yea   more  :     Seeft  thou  not  how,  with  lowly  crown, 
America,   who   late   her  faith  hath   pledged, 
And  fealty,  to  Britons  unfubdued, 
Even  now,   all   horrid  with   difhevelled  hair, 
Mournful  to  thee  her  huge  right  hand  extends  ?     249 
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Et  numquid  lacrymas,  inquit,  foror  Anglia,  noftras 

Refpicis,  et  dura  nobifcum  in  forte  gemifcis  ? 

An  vero  nefciffe  potes,  quae  tempora  quantis 

Cladibu3  egerimus  ?    poftquam  infatiabilis  auri, 

Nam  certe  non  ullus  amor  virtutis  Iberos  245 

In  noftrum  migrare  folum,  pietafve  coegit. 

Ex  illo,  quae  facra  prius  vsefana  litabam 

Manibns  infernis,  fperans  meliora,  tuumque 

Difcere  poffe  Deum,  jubeor  mortalibus  aras 

Erigere,  et  mutas  ftatuas  truncofque  precata  25a 

Nefcio  quod  demens  Romanum  numen  adoro. 

Cur  trahor  in  terras  ?    fi  mens  eft  lucida,  puris 

Cur  Deus  in  coelis  recta  non  quseritur  ?    aut  fi 

A  nobis  ccelum  petitur,  cur  fsepe  videmus 

Igne,  fame,  ferro  fubigi,  quocumque  reatu  25$ 

Oenotrias  fedis  majeftas  laefa  labafcit  ? 

Non  fie  relligio,  non  fie  me  judice  gaudet 

Defendi  fua  regna  Deus,  quod  fi  optimus  ille  eft  5 

Quod  fi  cuncta  poteft,  et  nullis  indiget  armis. 

England,   my  fifter,  doft  thou  nought  regard 
Our   tears,  fhe  cries,   nor  groaneft  at  our  lot  ? 
Canft  thou  a  ftranger   be  to  thofe   drear  times 
Deathful  we   pafs'd  ?    fince  the   infatiate  love 
Of  gold,  for  fure  not   love  of  virtue,   urged,  245 

Or  piety,  the   Spaniards   to   our  foil. 
Since   I   the   magic   rites  have  ceas'd   to   pay 
To  powers   infernal,  hoping  better  things, 
Hoping  thy  GOD   to   learn,  I  am   required 
^Altars   to   raife  to  mortals,   and   entreating 
Dumb  ftocks  and  ftatues  I,  infatuate,  25c? 

Some  Roman   god,   I   know  not  what,   adore. 
Why  am  I  dragg'd  to   earth  ?    If  pure  the  mind, 
Why   is   not  God  directly  fought   in  heaven  ? 
Or  if  heaven   right  we   feek,   why  do   we  fee 
Oppreffions   caufed  by  famine,  fire,  and  fword  j       255 
Whene'er   a  crime  offends   the  Papal  throne  ? 
Not   thus   religion,  not  thus  God   delights, 
If  right  I  judge,  his   kingdom  to  defend, 
If  of  all  beings  he  indeed  is  beft  ; 
Or  if  omnipotent,  be  ueeds  not  arms* 
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Mitto  queri  caedes,  exhauftaque  moenia  bello  :  26a 

Mitto  queri  in  viles  tot  libera  corpora  fervos 

Abjecta,  immanique  jugum  Bufiride  dignum. 

Te  tantum  fortuna  animet  tua,  te  t u a  virtus  : 

Si  tibi  tarn  plenis  habitantur  moenibus  urbes, 

Ut  nifi  in  excelfum  crefcant,  coeloque  minentur  265 

JEdes  aeriae  ;    quanquam  latifiima,   defit 

Terra  tamen  populo  :    Si  tot  tua  fiumina  nigrant 

Turrigeras  arces  imitatse  mole  carinas, 

Qu6t  non  ilia  natant  eadem  tua  fiumina  cygni* 

Si  tibi  jam  fub  fole  jaceris  penetratus  utroque  eft       270 

Mundus,  utroque  jacens  peragrata  eft  terra  fub  axe. 

Ni  fruftra  gelidam  veclus  Wilobeius  ad  arclon 

Ilia  in  gente  jacet,  cui  dum  fol  circinat  umbras, 

Dimidio  totus  vix  forfitan  occidit  anno. 

Ni  fruftra  quaefivit  iter,  duraque  bipenni  275 

Illo  Frobiserus  feditiim  fibi  in  aequore  fecit, 

Horridufn  ubi  femper  pelagus,  glacieque  perenni 

Frigora  nativos  fimulant  immitia  monies. 


I  pafs  by  flaughters,  and  towns  drained  by  war  :      260 

I  pafs  by  numerous  freemen  turned  to  flaves. 

And  a  hard  yoke  worthy  Bufiris  dire. 

Thee  let  thy  fortune,  thee  thy  valour  roufe, 

Since  now  thy  cities  are  fo  clofely  filled, 

That,  if  not  upward  built,  and  airy  feats  265 

Threaten  the  &y  ;    the  earth,   however  broad, 

For  people  would  be  fcant  :    Since   all  thy   ftreams 

By  mips  are  darkened,  fhips,   like  lofty   towers, 

More  numerous  than  the  fwans,  thofe  ftreams  that  fwim. 

Since  in   both  hemifpheres  there  lies  a  world  270 

By  thee  explored,  and  regions  now  remain 

Survey'd  already  underneath  each  pole. 

Unlefs   in   vain,  borne  to  the   frozen  north, 

Willoughby  lies,  where,   meafuring  the   fhades,. 

The  fun   fcarce  fets  entire  for   half  the   year. 

Unlefs  in  vain  hath  Frobisher  his   courfe  275 

Diftant  purfued,  and  with  the   hardy  fteel 

His  paffage  opened   back,  in   yonder   fea, 

Where  is  perpetual   horror,   and   where  fnows 

From  mountains  hardened  by  perennial  ice. 


Poem  of  5-  Parmenius  Budmus,  73 

Ni  fruftra  per  Cimmerios,  fylvifque  propinqua 

Flumina  Rip-h^eis  eoa  profe&us  ad  ufque  eft  280 

Mcenia  Jencisonus,  PERSAsque  et  proxima  Persis 

Bactra,  et  Bactrorum  confines  regibus  Indos. 

Ni  fruftra,  quod  mortali  tot  fecla  negarant, 

Hac  tuus  immenfum  nuper  Dracus  ambiit  orbem, 

Qua  patri  Oceano  claufas  circumdare  tenas  285 

Conceffit  natura  viam,  mediaque  meare 

Tellure,  et  duplici  fecludere  littore  mundos. 

Jam  ft  fortuna,  jam  ft  virtute  fequare 

Digna  tua  ;    funt  monftra  mihi,  funt  vafta  gigantum 

Corpora,  quae  magno  cecidifle  fub  Hercule  non  fit  290 

Dedecus,  Ogigius  non  quae  afpernetur  Iaccus. 

Quae  ft  indigna  putas,  tantaque  in  pace  beata 

Averfare  meos  multo  ut  tibi  fanguine  fines 

Invidiofa  petas  :    eft  nobis  terra  propinqua, 

Et  tantum  bimari  capiens  difcrimen  in  Isthmo.         295 

Hanc  tibi  jamdudum  primi  invenere  Britanni, 


Unlefs  in   vain  hath  Jenkinson  advanced 
Through  the  Cimmerii,  and  the  rivers  near  280 

RiphjEan  forefts,  even  to  eaftern  walls, 
To  Persia,  and  to  Bactria,  Persia  nigh, 
And  India,  bordering  on  the  Bactrian  realms* 
Unlefs  in  vain,  what  numerous  ages  paft 
To  mortal  had  denied,  of  late  thy  Drake 
The  world  immenfe  hath  compafs'd,  where  heaven  gave  285 
A  paflage  to  old  Ocean  to  furround 
The  enclofed  lands,  and  midway  pafs  the  earth, 
And  by  a  double  fliore  to,  part  the  world. 
If  deeds  worthy  thy  fortune  thou  purfue, 
Worthy  thy  valour  ;   know  that  I  have  monfters, 
Vaft  forms  of  giants,  which  *twere  no  difgrace         290 
Even  had  they  fallen  beneath  great  Hercules, 
And  which  Ogyqian  Bacchus  would  not  fpurn. 
But  if  thou  deem'ft  thefe  bafe,  and,  bleft  with  peace, 
Thou  wouldft  not  for  thyfelf  my  borders  feek 
At  price  of  blood  :    near  us  a  region  lies, 
And  by  an  Isthmus  only  feparate.  29? 

This  firft  the  Britons  long  fince  found  for  thee, 
What  time  the  valiant  Cabot  in  our  world, 
¥0L. ix,  L 
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Turn  cum  magnanimus  noftra  in  regione  Cabotus 

Proximus  a  magno  oftendit  fua  vela  Columbo. 

Haec  neque  vicina  nimium  frigefcit  ab  areto, 

Sole  nee   immodico  in  fteriles  torretur  arenas  :  306 

Frigus  et   aeftatem  jufto  modefamine   fervat, 

Sive  leves  auras,  grati  fpiracula  cseli, 

Seu  dise  telluris  opes,   et  numera  curas. 

Pone  age  te  digno   tua  fceptra   in   honor'e,   rrieoque 

Junge  falutarem   propius  cum  littore  dextram.  305 

Sit  mihi  fas   aliquam  per  te  fperare  quietem, 

Vicinoque  bono   ketum  illucefcere  folem. 

Quod  fi  confiliis,   fuperum   fatifque   negatum  eft 

Durare   immenfum  magna   infbrtuilia   tempus  : 

Quod  fi  de  immerita  juftum  eft  cervice  revelli         310 

Ignarum  imperii  dominum,  populique  regendi  ; 

Quod  fi  nulla  unquam  potuit  fupereffe  poteftas,. 

Ni  pia  flexilibus  pareret  dementia  frenis 

Obfequium.     A  miti  qusefita  potentia  Cyro 

Amiffa  eft  fasvae  foboli.     Parcendo  fubegit  315 

Tot  reges  Macedum  virtus,  tot  poftera  feniim 


Next  to  the  great  Columbus  fhew'd  his  fails. 
This  neighbouring  region  neither  chill's  with  cold, 
Nor  yet  by  heat  to  fterile  fands  is  burnt  :  300 

Juft  temperature  it  equably  preferves, 
Whether  the  gentle  airs,  fweet  breath  of  heaven, 
Or  earth's  beft  gifts  and  products  are  thy  choice. 
Come,  ftretch  thy  fceptre  where  its  regal  fway 
Befits  thine  honour,  and  thy  right  hand  join  305 

Kindly  propitious  to  my  diftant  fhore. 
Through  thee  let  me  indulge  fome  hope  of  reft, 
And  a  glad  fun  beam  on  thy  neighbour's  blifs. 
But  the  high  counfels  and  decrees  of  Heaven 
Permit  not  mighty  evils  long  to  laft  : 
And  juft  it  is,  that  from  the  guiltlefs  neck  31& 

Be  torn  the  tyrant  lord  unfkill'd  to  rule  ; 
Nor  ever  could  an  empire  long  endure, 
Where  clemency  paternal  did  not  win 
%To  flexile  reins  obedience.      That  large  power, 
By  the  mild  Cyrus  gained,  was  loft  entire  315 

By  his  fierce  offspring.     Whatfoever  kings 
By  generous  valour  Macedon  fubdued, 
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Abfcidit  a  parto  tandem  inclementia  regno. 
Et  quod  Romuleis  crevit  fub  patribus  olim 
Imperium,  diri  femper  minuere  Nerones.  319 

All  thefe  fucceeding  rigour  gradual 

Cut  off,  at  length,  from  the  acquired  realm. 

That  empire,  too,  reared  by  the  Roman  fires, 

The  barbarous  Neros  rapidly  reduced.  319 


To  the  Committee  of  Publications    for  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Society. 

EVERY  document,  which  elucidates  the  numbers, 
characters,  or  condition,  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes 
of  North-America,  at  whatever  period,  is  doubtlefs  wor- 
thy of  prefervation.  The  entire  extirpation  of  fome 
tribes,  and  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  reft,  furnifhes  a 
fubject  of  affecting  contemplation  to  the  man  of  feeling, 
and  of  curious  inveftigation  to  the  philofopher.  I  offer 
you,  therefore,  for  the  Collections  of  the  Society,  an  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  number  of  the  Moheagan  tribe,  fitua- 
ted  between  Norwich  and  New-London  ;  a  tribe  once 
diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  New^England,  but  now  fo 
reduced,  as  eafily  to  admit  an  enumeration  of  the  individ- 
uals who  compofe  it.  On  the  authenticity  and  correctnefs 
of  this  account  you  may  entirely  rely  ;  for,  in  paffing 
through  Moheagan,  the  laft  September,  I  obtained  it  of 
James  Haughton,  Efquire,  one  of  the  Overfeers  of  this 
tribe,  who  lives  within  its  limits.  To  this  paper,  which 
is  exactly  copied,  I  have  nothing  to  add,  refpecting  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  Moheagans,  but  what  that  gentleman 
related  to  me  :  That  the  land  belonging  to  thefe  Indians, 
confifts  of  about  2700  acres  ;  that  it  was  holden  by  them 
in  common,  till  the  year  1790,  when  it  was  divided  to 
each  family,  by  the  legiflature  of  Connecticut  ;  that  a 
convenient  fchool  houfe  has  been  built  for  the  benefit  of 
their  children,  by  the  legiflature  ;  that  John  Cooper,  the 
richeft  man  in  the  tribe,  poffeffing  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two 
cows,  was  then  their  religious  teacher  ;  that  there  were 
not  more  than  80  perfons  of  this  tribe  remaining  5    and 
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that,  with  all  their  advantages  for  improvement  in  agri- 
culture and  other  ufeful  knowledge,  they  were  ftill  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  characleriftic  indolence,  intemperance,  and 
improvidence  of  Indians.  A.  Holmes. 

Feb.   i,  1804. 

The  Families  of  the  tribe  of  Moheagan,  and  Num- 
ber of  each  Family. 

[Brought  up 


Henry  Qurqurquid's  family         2 
Mofes  Mazzeen  and  Hannah  Maz- 


zeen  2 

Eaekiel  Mazzeen's  family  5 

John  Tantequiggen's  family        3 
Martha  Johnfon  1 

Lucy  Tocomwos  1 

Ifaiah  Hofcoat's  family  2 

Jofiah  Hofcoat  &  Anne  Hofcoat  2 
Robert  Afhpo's*  family  3 

Hannah  Aihpo,  Samuel's  wixlow  1 
Andrew  Afhpo's  family  3 

Jenne  Afhpo's  family  3 

Noah  Uncas's  family  3 

Benoni  Occom'sf  family  3 

Jonathan  Occom  1 

John  Uncas  x 

Hannah  Uncas  1 

Elizabeth  Uncas,  John's  widow    1 
Elizabeth  Uncas,  Samuel's  widow  1 

39 


39 
Eunice  Occom  and  her  mother     2 

Jofeph  Shentup's  family  4 

Jofhua  Shentup's  family  5 

Henry  Shentup's  family  2 

Mofes  Shentup's  family  2 

Hannah  Shentup  &  her  daughter  2 
Martha  Tantequiggen's  family  4 
John  Cooper's  family  4 

Jacob  Cooper's  family  2 

John  Cooper,  jun.'s  family  2 

David  Tantequiggen's  children  2 
Solomon  Cooper's  family  2 

John  George  1 

Eliz.  Cooper,  Sam's  widow  ^™| 
Great  Lucy  Cooper  &  her  daugh- 
ter 2 
Simon  Jorjoy  1 
Jofhua  Cooper's  family  5 
Jofeph  Johnfon  1 
Anne  Robins  1 


Indians   belonging  to  Moheagan,  in  the   year  of   our 


Lord 


799« 


3 

3 
6 

13 

*3 


families  of  5 
of  4 
of  3 
pf  2 

fingle  ones 


each 


*5 
12 
18 

26 

11 

84 


*  One  of  this  name  and  tribe,  Samuel  Afhpo,  accompanied  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kirkland  on  his  fir  ft  million  into  the  Indian  country.  See  Narra- 
tive of  the  Indian  Charity  School  in  Lebanon,  55,  56. 

•f  The  celebrated  minifter,  Mr.  Samfon  Occom,  was  a  Moheagan  of 
this  family. 
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Additional    Memoir   of   the    Moheagans,    and    of 
Uncas,  their  Ancient  Sachem. 

IF  the  number  of  the  Moheagans,  at  the  time  of  the  firft 
fettlement  of  New-England,  has  been  recorded  by  any  of 
the  early  hiftorians,  it  is  not  now  recollected.  Some  judg? 
ment  may  be  formed  of  it  from  a  remark  in  a  State  Paper, 
publifhed  by  the  Commiffioners  for  the  United  Colonies 
in  1 645,  by  which  it  appears,  that  Uncas,  the  Moheagan 
Sagamore,  at  the  time  of  his  great  battle  with  My  auto- 
nomy, in  1643,  had  between  four  and  five  hundred  war- 
riors.* Suppourig  him  to  have  had  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty, and  allowing  the  proportion  of  the  warriors  to  the 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  to  have  been  as  three  to  ten, 
which  was  the  proportion  of  the  warriors  to  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  Powhatan  confederacy,  at 
the  firft  fettlement  of  Virginia  ;f   the  whole  number  of 

Moheagans 

*  "  Myantenomy  without  any  provocacon  from  Uncas  (unlefle  the 
difapoyntment  of  former  plotts  provoaked)  and  fodainely  without  de- 
nouncing warr,  came  upon  the  Mohegans  'with  nine  hundred  or  a  thoufand 
men,  when  Uncas  had  not  half  fo  many  to  defend  himfelf." 

Hazard's  Hiflorical  Collections,  II.  47. 

This  account  has  the  fanction  of  the  commiffioners  ;  for  it  is  extract- 
cd  from  "  A  Declaracon  of  former  paffages  and  proceedings  betwixt 
the  Englilh  and  the  Narrohigganfets,  with  their  confederates,  wherein 
the  grounds  and  juftice  of  the  enfuing  warr  are  opened  and  cleared. " 
Publifhed  by  order  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  United  Colonies  at 
Bofton,  the  xixth  of  the  vith  month,  1645. 

See  alfo  Mather's  Magnalia,  VII.  44,  Calender's  Century  Ser? 
mon,  72. 

A  MS.  quoted  by  "Dr.  Trumbull,  reprefents  Miantonimoh  (fo  the 
word  is  often  fpelt)  as  having  900,  and  Uncas  600  men.  Hiftory  of 
Connecticut,  I.  131.     But  the  Doctor  does  not  infert  this  in  the  text. 

f  JefFerfon's  Notes  on  Virginia,  under  Query  XI.  Dr.  Trumbull 
does  not  allow  fo  great  a  number  of  warriors  to  the  whole  number  of 
Indians  in  Connecticut.  "  The  Pequots,  Moheagans,  and  Nehanticks 
could,  doubtlefs,  mufter  a  thoufand  men.  The  Pequots  only  were 
eftimated  at  feven  hundred  warriors.  Upon  the  loweft  computation 
we  therefore  find,  at  leaft  three  thoufand  warriors  on  the  river  Con*> 
necticut,  and  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  colony.  If  we  reckon  every 
third  perfon  a  bowman,  as  fome  have  imagined,  then  the  whole  number 
of  Indians,  in  the  town  and  tracft  mentioned,  would  be  nine  thoufands  % 
but  if  there  ivere  but  one  to  four  or  five,  as  is  moft  probable,  then  there 
were  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufands."  Hift.  Connect.  I.  29.  This  ratio 
would  make  the  number  of  the  Moheagans  much  larger,  than  I  have 
computed,  in  the  text. 
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Moheagans  under  Uncas  mull  have  been  1 500.  If  we  fup- 
pofe  Uncas  to  have  had  500  warriors  ;  his  tribe,  by  the 
fame  ratio,  muft  have  contained  nearly  1700  people. 

In  an  account  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  given  by 
the  General  AfTembly  of  that  colony  in  1680,  in  anfwer  to 
inquiries  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  colonies,  the 
"  Indian  neighbours  of  Connecticut"  are  eftimated  to  be 
about  500  fighting  men.*  But  what  Indians,  befide  the 
Moheagans,  might  be  included  in  this  account,  cannot  pro- 
bably, at  this  diftance  of  time,  be  afcertained.  In  1705,  the 
Moheagans  are  faid  to  have  "  confuted  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  warriors,  one  hundred  of  whom  had  been  in  the 
actual  fervice  of  the  country  that  very  year."f  It  alfq 
appears,  that  there  was  about  the  fame  number  of  lighting 
men  in  1725,  within  the  memory  of  the  late  fecretary 
Wyllys  of  Connecticut. J 

In  1774,  when  a  cenius  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connec- 
ticut was  taken,  there  were  in  that  colony  1363  Indians. 
Among  the  anfwers  returned,  that  year,  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  company,  to  the  heads  of  inquiry,  relative  to 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  Connecticut,  the  anfwer  to 
^hieftion  XVIL  [What  number  of  Indians  have  you  ; 
and  how  are  they  inclined  ?]  was,  "  There  are  thirteen 
"  hundred  and  fixty-three  ;  many  of  them  dwell  in  En-; 
"  gliih  families  ;  the  reft  in  fmall  tribes  in  various  places  : 
*c  they  are  in  peace,  good  order,  and  inclined  to  idlenefs." 
By  the  "  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,"  taken  in  1774,  and  publifhed  the 
fame  year  by  order  of  the  General  Affembly,  it  appears, 
that  of  the  1363  Indians  in  the  colony*.  842  were  within 
the  county  of  New-London.  The  return  of  Indians  for 
that  county  is  as  follows  \ 


*  Chalmers'  Annals,  I.  307 — 310. 

f  Trumbull's  Hift.  of  Connedicut,  I.  448, 

X  Prefident  Stiles'  MS.  Itinerary. 


Memoir  sf  the  Moheagam* 


79 


w  u 

in      « 

1/5   ^* 

»? 

<L>     t>> 

<L>    >~» 

a 

cfl 

2  ps 

4-> 

d 

1— < 

o 

.2  « 

.2  T3 

In 

1  B 

"c3 

t3  "O 

tj  a 

-a  0 

•X5  X) 

pj    fl 

*s  ^ 

u3  " 

H 

Groton, 

55 

36 

39 

56 

186 

Lyme* 

21 

18 

23 

42 

104 
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Saybrook, 

3 
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Stonington, 

73 

80 

28 

56 

2^7 

249  | 

207 1 

142 

244 
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In  this  enumeration,  Moheagan  was  doubtlefs  included 
in  the  townfhip  of  New-Londori.  If  all  the  Indians  with- 
in this  townfhip  be  fet  to  Moheagan,  the  entire  numbef 
is  but  206.  The  Indians  at  Moheagan,  therefore,  inftead 
of  conftituting  "  the  greater  part,"  as  it  has  been  affirm- 
ed,* were  not  one  fixth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  In- 
dians then  in  the  colony. 

The  Pequot  and  Moheagan  country  lay  to  the  foutfi 
and  eaft  of  the  Nehanticks  [in  Lyme],  from  Connecti- 
cut river  to  the  eaftern  boundary  line  of  the  colony, 
and  north-eaft  or  north  to  its  northern  boundary  line. 
This  tract  was  nearly  thirty  miles  fquare,  and  included 
the  counties  of  New  London,  Windham,  and  the  principal 
part  or  the  county  of  Tolland.  \  Hiftorians  have  treated 
of  the  Pequots  and  Moheagans  as  two  diftincl:  tribes  ;  and 
have  defcribed  the  Pequot  country  as  lying  principally 
within  the  three  towns  of  New-London,  Groton,  and 
Stonington.  All  the  tract,  above  this,  as  far  north  and 
eaft  as  has  been  defcribed,  they  have  reprefented  as  the 
I  Moheagan  country.  Moft,  if  not  all,  of  the  towns  in  this 
tract  hold  their  lands  by  virtue  of  deeds  from  Uncas,  or 
his  fucceffors,  the  Moheagan    fachems.      Dr.   Trumbull, 

however, 


*  Coll.  of  Hilt.  Soe.  I.  210. 

f  Trumbull's  Hift.  Conned.   I.  28.     His  authorities  are  Prefident 
Clap's  MSS.  and  Chandler's  map  of  the  Moheagan  counuy. 
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however,  the  accurate  and  judicious  hiftorian  of  Connec- 
ticut, thinks  it  very  doubtful  whether  the  Moheagans 
were  a  diftincfc  nation  from  the  Pequots.  "  They  ap-  , 
pear  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  fame  nation,  named  from  I 
the  place  of  their  fituation."f  On  the  conqueft  of  the  I 
Pequots  by  the  Englifh,  the  Moheagans  claimed  moft  of  | 
the  Pequot  country  as  their  hereditary  right  ;  either  on  j 
account  of  this  affinity,  or  becaufe  that  territory,  which 
they  claimed,  had  been  wrefted  from  them  by  the  Pe-  | 
quots  ;  or,  becaufe  Uncas  their  new  fovereign,  was  orig- 
inally a  Pequot,  and  affifted  too,  in  the  conqueft  of  the  j 
common  enemy.  When  the  Moheagan  country  was  fur-  I 
veyed  in  1705,  a  map  of  it  was  drawn,  by  which  the  j 
boundaries  Were  as  follow  :  "  From  a  large  rock  in  Con-  ! 
necKcut  river,  near  eight  mile  ifland  in  the  bounds  of  ! 
Lyme,  eaft  ward,  through  Lyme,  New-London,  and  Gro-  \ 
ton,  to  Ah-yo-fup-fuck,  a  pond  in  the  north-eaftern  part  | 
of  Stonington  ;  on  the  eaft,  from  this  pond  northward,  j 
to  Mah-man-fuck,  another  pond  ;  thence  to  Egunk-fanb-  |i 
a-poug,  whetftone  hills  ;  thence  to  Man-hum-fqueeg,  the  |j 
whetftone  country.  From  this  boundary,  the  line  ran  I 
fouthweft,  a  few  miles,  to  Acquiunk,  the  upper  falls  in  I 
Ouinibaug  river.  Thence  the  line  ran  a  little  north  of  j 
weft  through  Pomfret,  Afhford,  Willington,  and  Tolland,  1] 
to  Mo-fhe-nup-fuck,  the  notch  of  the  mountain,  now  ji 
known  to  be  the  notch  in  Bolton  mountain.  From  ij 
thence  the  line  ran  foutherly,  through  Bolton,  Hebron,  I 
and  Eaft  Haddam,  to  the  firft  mentioned  bounds."  This,  j 
it  appears,  was  the  Pequot  country,  "  to  the  whole  of  I 
which,"  fays  Dr.  Trumbull,  "  the  Moheagans  laid  claim,  j 
after  the  conqueft  of  the  Pequot  nation,  except  fome  part] 
of  New-London,  Groton,  and  Stonington,  which  had  1 
been  the  chief  feat  of  that  warlike  tribe.  The  Moheagans  j 
claimed  this  tract  as  their  hereditary  country  ;  and  the; 
WabbequafTet  territory,  which  lay  north  of  it,  they  claim 
ed  by  virtue  of  conqueft."* 

The 

f  Trumbull's  Hill.  Conned*.  I.  28. 

*  Trumbull's  Hill.  Conned*.  I.  443,  444.  The  laft  mentioned  terri- 
tory was  conquered  from,  the  Nipmuck  Indians,  whofe  principal  feat 
was  about  the  great  ponds  in  Oxford,  in  MaiTacliufeUs  ;  but  their  terri- 

tory 
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The  occafion  of  this  furvey  was,  a  claim  brought  for- 
wardj  in  1704,  by  Owaneco,  the  fon  of  Uncas,  to  certain 
lands  in  Connecticut.  The  Mafons  and  others,  on  this 
occafion,  preferred  a  petition  and  complaint  to  queen 
Anne,  in  favour  of  the  Moheagan  Indians.  The  Mafons 
claimed  the  lands,  purchafed  by  their  anceftor  deputy 
governor  John  Mafon,  in  virtue  of  a  deed  given  to  him 
by  Uncas,  in  1659,  while  he  acted  as  agent  of  the  colony  ; 
and  denied  the  legality  of  his  furrender  of  them  to  the  col- 
ony, In  the  General  AiTembly,  the  next  year.  They 
infifted,  that  it  refpected  nothing  more  than  the  jurifdic- 
tion  right,  and  that  the  title  to  the  foil  was  vefted  in  their 
family,  as  guardians  or  overfeers  of  the  Indians.  This 
celebrated  "  Moheagan  Cafe"  was  kept  in  agitation  nearly 
feventy  years.  It  was  always,  on  a  legal  hearing,  determ- 
ined in  favour  of  the  Colony.  The  final  decifion  was  by 
king  George  III.  in  council,  juft  before  the  late  revolution- 
ary war.  J 

The  AiTembly  of  Connecticut,  in  1722,  confirmed  a 
purchafe,  made  fix  or  feven  years  previouily  from  the 
Moheagan  Indians,  upon  the  Moheagan  hills,  part  of  their 
referved  lands,  to  governor  Saltonftall,  major  Livingfton, 
Dennie,  Rogers  and  Bradfhaw.  This  was  conftituted  the 
North  Parifh  of  New*London.# 

Uncas,  whofe  name  is  ftill  retained  in  the  Moheagan 
tribe,  though  without  any  pre-eminence  of  rank  or  power, 
made  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  early  colonial  annals. 
He  was  a  uniform,  and  very  important  friend  of  the  En- 
glim,  at  the  time  of  their  firft .  fettlement  in  Connecticut, 
and  for  many  fubfequent  years.!  He  was  a  Pequot,  by 
birth,    and    of    the  royal  line,   both   by  his  father    and 

mother  ; 

tory  extended  fouthwardly  into  Connecticut  more  than  twenty  miles. 
This  was  called,  The  Wabbequaffet  and  Whetftone  country  ;  and  fome- 
times,  The  Moheagan  conquered  country,  as  Uncas  had  conquered  and 
added  it  to  his  fachemdom.     Trumbull,  ibid.  I.  31.     His  authorities  are 
Prefident  Clap's  MSS.  and  Chandler's  Map  of  the  Moheagan  country. 
J  Trumbull's  Hift.  I.  434 — 449.        *  Douglafs'  Summary,  II.  197, 
\  The  Moheagans,  while  under  Uncas,  were  fometimes  infoknt  to- 
ward the  Englifh  ;    but  never,  as  a  body,  actually  hoftile.   .  In  1 647^ 
thefe  Indians,  as  well  as  the  Narraganfets,  by  new  infolenciesy  obliged  the 
Englifh  to  demand  fatisfaclion,     Mather's  Magnalia,  VII.  45, 
¥01,.  IX,  M 


%l  Memoir  of  the  Moheagans, 

mother  ;  and  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Tatobam,  one 
of  the  Pequot  fachems.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  cap- 
tain, or  petty  fachem,  under  SalTacus  the  great  prince  of 
the  nation.  When  the  Englifh  firft  came  to  Connecticut, 
he  was  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  againft  him,  in  confequence 
of  fome  mifunderftanding  between  them  ;  and  his  power 
and  influence  among  the  Indians  were  inconfiderable. 
Having  revoked  from  hi»  tribe,  he  had  been  expelled  his 
country.  §  In  thefe  circumftanees  of  degradation  and  in- 
famy, it  muft  have  required  no  common  enterprife  and 
talents,  to  obtain  the  fovereignty  of  another  tribe,  and  ta 
fix  the  fupreme  power  in  his  own  family.  Uncas,  how- 
ever, found  means  to  effect  thefe  afpiring  projects.  He 
foon  became  the  fagamore  of  the  Moheagans  ;  and  he 
transmitted  the  fovereignty  of  this  tribe  to  his  own  de- 
fendants. 

On  the  extermination  of  the  Pequots  in  1637,  the  En- 
glifh divided  the  miferable  remnant  of  that  devoted  tribe 
between  the  Moheagans  and  the  Narraganfets  ;  and  thofe 
of  them,  who  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Moheagans,  became 
fubjecl:  to  the  government  of  Uncas.*     He  feems,  howv 

ever* 

§   Trumbull's  Hift.  Conned-  I.  28,  449. 

*  Neal's  New-England,  I.  182.  Chalmers*  Annals,  I.  291.  In* 
creafe  Mather's  Troubles  in  New-England,  by  reafon  of  the  Indians-, 
39.  The  number  of  Pequots,  who  furvived  the  famous  Swamp  Fight,, 
was  about  200,  befide  women  and  children.  Of  this  number  the  Englifh 
gave  80  to  Miantonimoh  ?  to  to  Ninrigret  ;  and  the  other  100  to 
Uncas  ;  to  be  received  and  treated  as  their  men.  This  divifion  was 
made  at  Hartford  in  September  1638  ;  at  which  time,  among  other 
articles,  it  was  covenanted,  That  the  Pequots  fhould  never  more  inhabit 
their  native  country,  nor  be  called  Pequots,  but  Narraganfets,  and  Mo- 
heagans.    TrumbuWs  Hift.   Conneft.  I.  87. 

Ninnegret  was  one  of  the  two  chief  fachems  of  the  Narraganfet 
Indians,  and  was  at  the  head  of  the  Nianticks.  His  principal  feat  was- 
at  Wefterly,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Stonington,  but  is  now  a  town* 
in  Rhode-Ifland.  By  refufing  to  join  the  other  Narraganfet  Indians,  in' 
king  Phillip's  war,  he  preferved  his  lands  for  his  pofterity.  A  few 
Indians  of  his  tribe  were  living  on  thefe  lands,  when  Mr.  Callender 
preached  his  Century  Difcourfe,  in  1738.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  Narra- 
ganfets were  at  that  time  remaining  in  Rhode-Ifland  Colony.  "  They 
do  now,"  fays  this  writer,  "  in  a  manner  ceafe  to  be  a  people."  Callen~ 
derJs  Century  Difcourfe>  78.  TrumbulPs  Hift.  Conn.  I.  360.  I  find, 
in  Prefident  Stiles's  Itinerary,  an  anecdote  about  Ninnegret,  which  is  in- 

ferted 
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ever,  to  have  fwayed  the  fceptre  with  a  heavy  hand  ;  for 
the  Pequots  withdrew  themfelves  from  his  dominion,  and 
the  Commiffioners  found  it  neceffary,  in  one  inftance  to 
fine  him,t  and  repeatedly  to  admonifh  him,  for  his  ty- 
ranny. § 

He  was  a  refolute  and  brave  warrior  ;  and,  if  oppreffive 
to  his  fubjects,  he  was  proportionally  formidable  to  his 
enemies.  On  the  murder  of  one  of  his  principal  Indians, 
by  fome  of  the  men  of  Sequaffen,  a  fachem  on  Connecticut 
river,  he  demanded  fatisfadion  of  that  chief.  It  was  refu- 
£ed.  Uncas  and  SequajTen  fought.  Sequaffen  was  over- 
come,    Uncas  killed  a  number  of  his  men,  and  burned  his 

wigwams. 

Verted  here,becaufe  illuftrative  of  the  Indian  cuftoms.  Ninnegret  married 
a  Pequot,  of  high  blood.  Awaking,  one  night,  after  intoxication,  and 
iinding  his  funck  [queen]  lying  near  another  Indian,  he,  in  a  fit  of  jeal- 
oufy,  took  his  knife,  and  cut  three  ftrokes  on  each  of  her  cheeks,  in  de- 
rifion  for  adultery,  and  fent  her  home  to  the  Pequots.  This  appears  to 
have  been  the  Indian  mark  of  infamy,  for  unfaithfulnefs  to  the  marriage 
|*ed,  if  a  woman  were  of  royal  blood.  This  fligma  on  the  wife  of  Nin- 
negret took  place  about  45  years  before  Dr.  Stiles  was  informed  of  it  in 
1761.  A  lady  told  him  that  fiie  had  often  feen  Jtfinnigret's  fquaw  with 
$hofe  marks  of  her  divoice, 

f  Hazard's  Collect,  II.  93,  The  fine  was  ioq  fathoms  of  wampam, 
§  Ibid.  II.  89^-91.  Obachickquid  one  of  the  chief  men  of  the  Pequots, 
in  1647,  complained  to  the  Commiffioners,  that  Uncas  had  taken  away 
his  wife.  They  generally,  at  that  time,  complained,  that  he  was  unjuft 
and  tyrannical  5  that  he  drew  wampam  from  them  from  time  to  time  on 
new  pretences  5  that,  in  their  play,  if  a  Peqiiot  won  of  a  Moheagan,  he 
could  not  get  payment  if  he  complained  ;  that  "  Uncas  carried  it  par- 
tially to  the  Moheagans,  and  threatened  the  Pequots."  See  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Pequots,  and  the  orders  of  the  Commiflioners  entire,  ibid. — . 
The  Commiflioners  ordered,  that  Uncas  fhould  reftore  Obachickquid 
his  wife,  and  "  that  he  be  duly  reprc  /ed  for  any  paflage  of  tyrannical! 
government  over  the  Pequatts,  foe  far  as  they  may  be  proved,  and  feri- 
pufly  enformed  that  the  Englifh  Colonies  cannot  own  or  protect  him  in 
any  unlawful  much  leffe  treacherous  and  outrageous  courfes,  but  they 
are  not  fo  far  fatisfyed  in  thofe  Pequatt  complaynts  as  to  juftify  their 
diforderly  withdrawinge."  Ibid.  Two  years  afterward  ( 1649)  the  Com- 
plaints of  the  Pequots  being  again  brought  before  the  commiflioners, 
they  required  Foxon,  "  who  wayted  at  their  meeting  on  the  behalfe  of 
Uncas,"  to  fignify,  "  that  it  is  the  mind  of  the  Englifli,  that  hee  carry 
himfelf  towards  them  in  a  loving  way,  and  doe  not  tyrannife  over  them. 
Ibid.  131,  132.  Trumbull's  Hift.  Connect.  I.  186,  187.  In  1654,  it 
was  ordered,  that  all  the  Pequots,  licenfed  in  1647  "  to  fett  downe  at 
Pequatt,  may  yet  continew  there,  under  the  obeidience  of  Uncas."  Ibid* 

$2&« 
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wigwams.  [Trumbull's  Hift.  Con.  I.  129.  Winthrop's 
Journal.]  His  challenge  to  the  Narraganfet  fachem  to  a 
iingle  combat,  fhews  his  bravery  and  patriotifm.  Chriftian 
duellifts  (what  a  folecifm  !)  have  no  juft  pretentions  to 
the  honour,  or  even  to  the  humanity,  of  this  Pagan  chief.* 

Uncas,  with  his  Moheagans,  affifted  the  Englifli  in  their 
grand  expedition  againft  the  Pequots,  in  1637.  So  terri- 
ble was  the  name  of  Saffacus,  the  Pequot  fachem,  and  fo 
defperate  the  valour  of  his  tribe,  that  moft  of  the  Narra- 
ganfets  (who  were  alfo  auxiliaries  to  the  Englifli  in  that 
expedition),  on  approaching  the  Indian  forts,  fled,  and  re- 
turned home.  The  Moheagans  were  intimidated  ;  but 
Uncas  animated  them  to  battle,  and  they  ftaid  to  witnefs, 
and  to  aid,  the  cataftrophe  of  that  eventful  day.f 

Uncas  appears  to  have  puihed  his  conquefts  in  different 
directions,  beyond  the  river  Connecticut.  About  the  year 
1654,  he  had  a  quarrel  with  Arrhamamet,  fachem  of  Muf- 
fauco  [Simfbury],  which  brought  on  a  war.  Uncas  fent 
one  of  his  warriors,  to  take  and  burn  an  out  wigwam  in 

the 

*  "  Uncas  before  the  battaile  [fee  the  firft  note  in  this  Memoir']  tould 
Myantenomy,  that  hee  had  many  waves  fought  his  life  ;  and  for  the 
ipareing  of  blood  offered  by  a  fmgie  combatt  betwixt  themfelves  to  end 
the  quarrell :  but  Myantenomy  prefuming  upon  the  number  of  his  men, 
would  have  nothing  but  a  battell  ;  the  yffue  fell  contrary  to  his  expec- 
tation, his  men  were  routed,  divers  of  his  confiderable  men  flayne,  and 
himfelf  taken  prifoner."  Uncas,  foon  after,  by  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  for  the  colonies,  cut  off  Myantenomy's  head. 

Haz.  Coll.  II.  9,  47,  where  are  the  reafons  of  the  advice.  Win- 
throp's  Journal,  305,  306.  Hubbard's  Narrative  of  the  Indian  Wars, 
45.     Trumbull's  Hift.  Connecl.  I.  132 — 135. 

f  Trumbull's  Hift.  Conned.  I.  71—78. 

"  The  dreadful  found  of  great  Sasacus  name,"  fills  the  Indians  with 
fuch  terror, 

"  That  fuddenly  they  run,  and  feek  to  hide, 
Swifter  than  leaves  in  the  autumnal  tide. 
The  Narraganfetts  quit  the  fervice  clear, 
But  the  Mohegans  followed  in  the  rear.'' 

Gov.  Wolcotfs  Poem,  in  Coll.  of  H'Jl.  Soc.  IV.  281. 
The  Narraganfets  faid,  "  Saffacus  is  all  one  God  ;  no  man  can  kill 
him."     TrumbulVs  Hift.  I.  31. 

When  the  Engliih  firft  arrived,  Saffacus  had  under  him  26  fachems, 
or  principal  war  captains.  The  Pequots,  at  that  time,  were  eftimated 
at  700  warriors.  Their  chief  places  of  refidence  were  New-London  and 
Groton.     New-London  was  called  Pequot.     Trumbull,  ibid.  28,  25.. 
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the  night,  kill  and  burn,  and  leave  the  marks  of  Mo- 
hawks. His  orders  were  executed.  Arrhamamet  afcribed 
the  mifchief  to  the  Mohawks,  and  went  in  fearch  of  them 
to  the.  north-weft.  Uncas  gained  time  to  equip  his  men  ; 
and  afterward  fubjugated  Arrhamamet.  Podunk,  ever 
after,  was  tributary  to  Uncas.*  We  ihall  prefently  find 
that  he,  thirteen  years  before  this  period,  granted  lands 
to  the  Engliih  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  State?  far  ber 
yond  the  river. 

The  name  of  Uncas  often  occurs,  in  the  conveyance  of 
lands  in  Connecticut,  and  in  various  compacts  between  the 
Indians  and  the  Engliih.  In  1638,  articles  of  agreement 
were  made  at  Hartford  between  Uncas  and  the  Engliih 
people  of  Connecticut.f  In  1640,  Uncas,  on  receiving 
prefents  to  his  fatisfa&ion,  "by 'his  certain  writing," 
granted  to  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Engliih  on 
Connecticut  river  all  his  lands,  called  by  whatever  name, 
to  difpofe  of  as  their  own,  referring  only  the  ground  then 
planted  by  him  for  himfelf  and  the  Moheagans.J  In, 
1 64 1,  he  granted  to  Henry  "Whitfield,  William  Leet  and 
others,  certain  lands  "  earl  of  the  Eaft  River"  [fomewhere 
near  Guilford],  "  in  coniideration  of  4  coats,  2  kettles, 
4  fathoms  of  wampum,  4  hatchets,  and  3  hoes."§  In 
1659,  "  Uncas  and  Wawequay,  fachems  of  Moheagan," 
granted  all  their  lands,  with  all  their  corn,  &c.  to  major 
John  Mafon,  who,  the  next  year,  furrendered  it  to  the 
colony  of  Connecticut.  || 

Uncas  was  very  inimical  to  the  Chriftian  religion. 
Gookin,  the  Indian  hiftorian,  informs  us,  that  when  he 
was  at  WabquhTet,  with  Mr.  Eliot  the  Indian  apoftle,  in 
1674,  Uncas,  by  an  agent,  claimed  this  place,  and  remon- 
flrated  againft  their  attempts  to  chriftianize  its  inhabi- 
tants. 

*  Prefident  Stiles's  Itinerary.  Podunk  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hartford.     See  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  V.  167—170  ;  &  Trumbull,  I.  27. 

f  Gov.  TrumbulPs  MS.  "  State  and  Origin  of  Connecticut,"  in  the 
Historical  Society.     TrumbulPs  Hift.  Conned.  I.  424. 

%  Gov.  TrumbulPs  MS.  and  TrumbulPs  Hift.  I.  115.  Colchefter 
was  conveyed  by  this  deed.      Ibid.  424.  §  Pref.  Stiles's  Itinerary. 

||  Gov.  TrumbulPs  MSS.  Trumbull's  Hift.  I.  424.  A  repetition  of 
grants  was  not  unufual  with  Indians.  "  The  colony  not  only  bought 
the  Moheagan  country  of  Uncas,  but  afterwards  all  the  particular  towns 
were  pm chafed  again,  either  of  him  or  his  fucceftbrs,  when  the  fettk- 
Bients  in  them  commenced."    Trumbull)  I.  114. 
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tants.*  The  Commiffioners  for  the  Colonies  endeavoured 
to  reclaim  him.  In  1672,  they  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  "  to 
incurrage  him  to  attend  on  the  Minneftry."t  Whatever 
effect  this  letter  may  have  had  on  his  exterior  deportment, 
it  feems  not  to  have  reached  his  heart,  Two  years  after* 
ward  (1674)  Mr,  Fitch,  the  minifter  of  Norwich,  men* 
tions  him,  as  manifefting  fome  appearances  of  refpect  to 
the  Christian  miniftry,  but  with  an  entire  diftruft  of  his 
fincerity.J  About  two  years  afterward,  however,  when 
_ all 

*  "  We  being  at  Wabquiffit,  at  the  fagamore's  wigwam,  divers  of 
the  principal  people  that  were  at  home  came  to  us,  with  whom  we  fpent 
a  good  part  of  the  night  in  prayer,  finging  pfalms,  and  exhortations. 
There  was  a  perfon  among  them,  who  fitting  mute  a  great  fpace,  at  lali 
fpake  to  this  elFect  :  That  he  was  agent  for  Unkas,  fachem  of  Mo- 
hegan,  who  challenged  right  to,  and  dominion  over,  this  people  of 
Wabquiffit.  And,  faid  he,  Unkas  is  not  well  pleafed,  that  the  Englifti 
fiiould  pafs  over  Morgan  river,  to  call  his  Indians  to  pray  to  God." 

CoIIeSlions  of Hijl.  Soc.  I.  190,  191, 

Wabquiffit  is  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  Woodftock,  now  in  Connecticut, 
and  is,  to  this  day,  called  WabbequafTet.  This  is  the  territory,  whicjj 
the  Moheagans  claimed  by  virtue  of  conouefi. 

+  Haz.  Coll,  II,  528, 

X  "  Since  God  hath  called  me  to  labour  in  this  work  among  the  In>? 
dians  nearer  to  me,  where  indeed  are  the  moft  confiderable  number  of 
any  in  this  colony,  the  firft  of  myvtime  was  fpent  upon  the  Indians  at 
Moheek,  where  Unkas,  and  his  fon,  and  Wanuho,  are  fachems.  Thefe 
at  firft  carried  it  teachably  and  tractably  :  until  at  length  the  fachems 
did  difcern,  that  religion  would  not  confift  with  a  mere  receiving  of  the 
word  ;  and  that  practical  religion  will  throw  down  their  heathenifh, 
idols,  and  the  fachems*  tyrannical  monarchy  :  and  then  the  fachems, 
difcerning  this,  did  not  only  go  away,  but  drew  off  their  people,  fome 
by  flatteries,  and  others  by  threatenings  :  and  they  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  give  fo  much  as  an  outward  attendance  to  the  miniftry  of  the 
word  of  God.  But  at  this  time,  fome  few  did  fhew  a  willingnefs  to  at- 
tend.    Thefe  few  I  began  meetings  with  about  one  year   and  a  half 

fmce. The  number  of  thefe  Indians  is  now  increafed  to  above 

thirty  grown  perfons,  men  and  women,  befides  children    and  young 

ones. For  the  fettlement  and  encouragement  of  thefe  Indians,  I  have 

given  them  of  mine  own  lands,  and  fome  that  I  have  procured  of  our 
town,  above  300  acres  of  good  improveable  lands,  and  made  it  fure  to, 
them  and  theirs,  fo  long  as  they  go  on  in  the  ways  of  God.  And  at 
this  time  Unkas  and  his  fons  feem  as  if  they  would  come  on  again  to, 
-attend  upon  the  miniftry  of  the  word  of  God.  But  ft  is  no  other  but  in 
envy  againft  thefe,  and  to  promoter  fome  prefent  felf  defign."— - Mr. 
Fitch's  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Gookin,  Coll.  of  Hijl.  Soc.  I.  208,  209. 

Mr.  Gookin  calls  Unkas  "  an  old  and  wicked,  wilful  man,  a  drunk-*, 
ard,  and  otherwife  very  vitious  ;  who  hath  always  been  an  oppQfer  a&d 
Hftderminer  of  praying  to  God."    Ibid* 
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all  other  means  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  a  providential  event 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the  ftubborn  mind  of  the  Pa- 
gan chief,  as  gave  this  pious  minifier  good  hope  of  his 
converfion,  or  at  leaft  of  his  fincere  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity.  Mr.  Hubbard,  who  publiflied  his 
Narrative  of  the  Indian  Wars  in  1677,  fpeaking  of  Uncas* 
and  of  his  fidelity  to  the  intereft  of  the  Englifti,  obferves  1 
"  It  is  fufpe&ed  by  them  who  knew  him  beft,  that  in  his 
heart  he  is  no  better  affected  to  the  Englifh  of  their  relig- 
ion, than  the  reft  "of  his  countrymen,  and  that  it  hath  beea 
his  own  advantage  that  hath  led  him  to  be  thus  true  m 
them  who  have  upheld  him,  as  formerly  againft  the  Pe~ 
quods,  fo  of  late  againft  the  Narrhaganfets  5  yet  hath  he 
not  long  fince  been  convinced  of  the  truth  of  our  religion, 
and  vanity  of  his  own,  as  himfelf  hath  folemnly  con- 
feffed."  In  proof  of  what  he  alleges,  he  adduces  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Fitch,  who  had  lately  given 
fo  difcouraging  an  account  of  Uncas  to  General  Gookin, 
of  Cambridge.  In  the  preceding  fummer  (1676)  there 
was  a  great  drought  in  New-England,  which  was  extreme- 
ly fever e  at  Moheagan,  and  in  the  neighbouring  country. 
In  Auguft,  the  corn  was  dried  up  ;  the  fruit  and  leaves 
fell  off,  as  in  autumn  ;  and  fome  trees  appeared  to  be 
dead.  The  Indians  came  from  Moheagan  into  Norwich, 
and  lamented  that  they  had  not  rain  ;  and  that  their 
powawes  could  get  none  in  their  way  of  worfhip  ;  defin- 
ing Mr.  Fitch,  that  he  would  feek  to  God  for  rain.  He 
appointed  a  faft  day  for  that  purpofe.  The  day  proved  to 
be  clear  ;  but  at  fun  fet,  at  the  elofe  of  the  fervice,  fome 
clouds  arofe.  The  next  day  was  cloudy.  Uncas  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Fitch,  with  many  Indians,  and  lamented 
the  great  want  of  rain.  If  God  mall  fend  you  rain,  faid 
Mr.  Fitch,  will  you  not  attribute  it  to  your  powawes  I 
He  anfwered,  Np  5  for  we  have  done  our  utmoft  ;  but  all 
in  vain.  If  you  will  declare  it  before  all  thefe  Indians,  re- 
plied the  minifter,  you  fiiall  fee  what  God  will  do  for 
us  ;  remarking,  at  the  fame  time,  their  repeated  and  un- 
failing reception  of  the  bleffing  of  rain,  in  anfwer  to  falling 
and  prayer.  Uncas  then  **  made  a  great  fpeech"  to  the 
Indians,  confeffing,  that  if  God  fliould  then  fend  rain,  it 
xould  not  be  afcribed  to  their  powawing,  but  muft  be 

acknowledged 
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acknowledged  to  be  an  anfwer  to  the  Engliflimen's  pray- 
ers. On  that  very  day,  the  clouds  became  more  extend- 
ed ;  and,  the  day  following,  there  was  fuch  a  copious 
rain,  that  their  river  rofe  more  than  two  feet  in  height. § 

Whether  Uncas  died  in  faith,  or  not,  I  am  unable  to 
fay.  It  is  agreeable,  however,  to  find  him  at  laft  acknowl- 
edging the  God  who  is  above,  and  paying  homage  to  the. 
religion  of  his  Son.  He  muft  now  have  been  an  old  man  ; 
and  I  do  not  recollect  any  fubfequent  notice  of  him  in  hif- 
tory.  The  fame  year  (1676)  Oneco,  a  fon  of  Uncas,  com- 
manded a  party  of  Moheagans,  in  an  expedition  with  cap- 
tains Denifon  and  Avery,  againft  the  Narraganfets.* 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  of  Bofton,  informs  me,  that  the 
laft  fachem  of  the  Moheagan  tribe,!  Ifaiah  Uncas,  was  his 
pupil  in  Dr.  Wheelock's  fchool,  at  Lebanon.  He  was  a  fat 
fellow,  of  dull  intelle&ual  parts,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  whom  alfo  the  Doctor  well  remembers.  The  race  of 
Uncas,  if  we  may  truft  the  following  Epitaph,  was  pe- 
culiarly obnoxious  in  Colonial  Hiftory. 

Epitaph  on  a  Stone  at  Moheag. 

cc  Here  lies  the  body  of  Sunseeto 

"  Own  fon  to  Uncas  grandfon  to  Oneko 

cc  Who  were  the  famous  fachems  of  Mohegan 

"  But  now  they  are  all  dead  I  think  it  is  Werheegen."J 

Although  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,  in  the  colonies  of 
Plymouth  and  MalTachufetts,  had  attended  to  the  gofpel, 
and  a  number  of  churches  had  been  gathered  and  main- 
tained among  them,  for  nearly  a  century  ;  yet  very  fmall 
impreffion  was  made  on  the  Moheagans,  till  about  the  year 
1 744  ;  "  though  much  pains  had  before  been  taken  to  win 

them 

§  Hubbard's  Indian  Wars,  274 — 276,  Worcefler  edition.  See  the 
exxellent  character  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch  in  Trumbull's  Hift.  I.  502. 

*  Hubbard,  ibid.  182.     Trumbull's  Hift.  Conned*.  I.  360. 

f  Among  the  Connecticut  Indians,  and  among  all  the  Indians  in 
New-England,  the  crown  was  hereditary,  always  defcending  to  the 
eldefl:  fon.     Trumbull,  ibid.  I.  40. 

t  Ind.  "  All  is  well,"  or  "  Good  News."  Prefident  Stiles's 
Itinerary. 
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them  to  embrace  the  gofpel."  The  zealous,  but  erratic, 
Mr.  Davenport,  at  that  time  directed  his  zeal  toward  their 
converfion  ;  and  the  pains  which  he  took,  "  to  incline 
them  to  receive  inftru&ion,"  are  faid  to  have  been  emi- 
nently bleffed.*  To  the  converts,  gained  at  this  time,  Dr. 
Trumbull  probably  refers,  when  he  fays,  "  Some  few  of 
the  Moheagans  have  profeffed  Chriftianity,  and  been, 
many  years  fince,  admitted  to  full  communion  in  the 
north  church  in  New-London. "t 

About  the  year  1786,  a  few  Indians  went  from  Moheagart 
with  Mr.  Samfon  Occom§  the  celebrated  minifter,  to  the 
country  of  the  Oneidas*  A  confiderable  number  of  their 
brethren  emigrated  to  that  country,  at  the  fame  time, 

from 

*  Prince's  Chriftian  Hiftory,  ii,  154. 
f  Hift.  Conned.  I.  495. 

§  Mr.  Samfon  Occora  was  the  firft  Indian  pupil  educated  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock,  and  the  firft  Indian  preacher  of  the  gofpel  ever  in 
Great-Britain*  Soon  after  he  emerged  from  Pagan  darknefs  he  went 
to  live  at  Lebanon,  with  Mr.  Wheelock,  afterwards  Prefident  of  Dart- 
mouth College  ;  in  whofe  family,  and  under  whofe  inftrUctions,  he  con- 
tinued for  feveral  years.  He  afterwards  kept  a  fchool  on  Long  Ifland, 
during  fome  years,  and  at  the  fame  time  officiated  as  public  teacher  of  the 
Indian  tribe  at  Montauk  on  that  ifland,  till  he  received  ordination  by 
the  hands  of  the  Suffolk  Prefbytery.  He  was  afterwards  employed  on 
feveral  mifHons  to  various  tribes  of  Indians,  and  his  fervices  were  well 
received  and  approved.  At  his  firft  entrance  on  the  miniftry,  and  for  a. 
confiderable  time  after,  he  was  efteemed  and  refpe&ed  in  his  Chriftian 
and  minifterial  character.  He  was  judged  to  be  "  well  accomplifhed 
and  peculiarly  turned  to  teach  and  edify  his  favage  brethren/'  Nor 
was  he  neglected  by  the  polifhed  inhabitants  of  the  capital  towns. 
Though  for  many  years  he  was  without  polite  converfation  and  defti- 
tute  of  a  library,  yet  he  preached  to  good  acceptance  in  New-York, 
Bofton,  and  other  populous  places. 

By  the  beft  judges  he  was  faid  to  be  an  excellent  preacher  in  his  own 
language,  and  his  influence  among  the  Indians  was  for  a  long  time 
great.  In  1765  or  1766,  he  accompanied  Rev.  Mr.  Whitaker  to  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpofe  of  foliciting  benefactions  for  the  fupport  of  Mr. 
Wheelock's  fchool,  inftituted  at  Lebanon  for  the  education  of  Indian 
youth  to  be  miflionaries  and  fchoolmafters  for  the  natives  of  I^ortli- 
America.*  For  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Occom  refided  with  the 
Indians  at  New-Stockbridge,  State  of  New-York,  and  died  in  July, 
1792.  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  Miflionary  to  the  Oneidas,  preached  his  fu- 
neral fer  mon. 

*  A  Brief  Narrative  of  the  Indian  Charity  School  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut* 
Print.  Lond.  1766. 
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from  Farmington,  Stonington,  Groton,  and  Nehantick,£. 
in  Connecticut  ;  from  Long-Hland  ;  and  from  Charlef- 
town  in  Rhode-Ifland.||  The  inducement  to  this  removal 
was  a  trad  of  excellent  wild  land,  given  to  them  by  the 
Oneidas.  Thefe  emigrants,  being  moft  of  the  fcanty  rem- 
nant of  the  Muhhekaneok  Indians,  called  formerly, 
"  The  Seven  Tribes  on  the  Sea  coaft,"  conftitute  what  are 
now  called,  "  The  Brother  ton  Indians  ;"  whofe  entire 
number,  in  179-1,  was  250,  and,  in  1796,  150  only.§  On 
their  firft  emigration,  they  were  under  the  paftoral  care  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Occom.  ^[ 

Overtaking,  at  Moheagan,  an  Indian  belonging  to  the 
place,  I  made  inquiry  of  him  concerning  his  tribe.  From 
an  account  which  I  had  feen  in  the  Hiftorical  Collec- 
tions^ I  was  kd  to  aik  him,  Whether  a  great  part  of  the 
tribe  did  not  go  to  Oneida  with  Mr.  Occom.  "  No,"  he 
replied  ;  "  there  didn't  hardly  any  go — Mr.  Occom  and  a 
few  more."  Why  did  not  you  accept  the  offer  of  the 
Oneidas  ?  "  O,  live  well  enough  here-— land  enough — 
and  good  filhing  !'*'  This  fame  Indian,  however,  I  found 
was  on  his  way  to  New-London,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
pafiage  to  Albany,  meaning  to  proceed  thence  to  Oneida* 
His  fiddle  was  flung  on  his  back  y  and,  if  one  might  judge 
of  his  difpofition,  from  his  eafy  and  fauntering  air,  he  had 
no  real  attachment  to  any  one  fpot  of  earth,  in  preference 
to  another. 


THE  preceding  Memoir  relates  peculiarly  to  that  partf 
of  the  Moheagan  tribe,  which  dwelt  at  Moheagan.*  The 
branches  of  this  tribe  appear  to  have  been  numerous  and 
extenfive  ;  but,  at  what  periods  they  were  feparated  from 
the  original  ftock,  cannot  now  be  afcertained.  If  we  may 
judge  of  the  numbers  and  extent  of  this  tribe,  from  the 

extent 

J  The  eaftern  part  of  Lyme.     Trumbull's  Connect.  I.  332. 

|j   The  four  laft  of  thefe  places  were   affirmed  by  the  Indian,  hereaf- 

*  ter  mentioned,  to  be  parts,  from  which  the  emigration  proceeded.     He. 

faid  it  with  fuch  promptitude  and  confidence,  that  I  venture  to  affert  it- 

§  Collect,  of  Hill.  Soc.  IV.  68  ;  &  V.  13. 

5[   Ibid.  f  Vol.  I.  210. 

*  This  Indian  town  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road  from  Norwich  t+ 
New-London,  nearly  four  miles  from  Norwich  Landing. 
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extent  of  its  latiguage,  it  was  one  of  the  largeft,  if  not  the 
very  largeft,  in  North- America.  On  this  language  a  few 
remarks  mail  be  fubjoined.  To  thefe  the  juft  obfervations 
of  two  refpectable  writers  may  properly  be  prefixed.  "  It 
is  much  to  be  lamented,"  fays  the  one,f  "  that  w£  have 
buffered  fo  many  of  the  Pridian  tribes  already  to  exunguilh, 
without  our  having  previoufly  collected  and  depoiited  in 
the  records  of  literature  the  general  rudiments  at  leaft  of 
the  languages  they  fpoke.  Were  vocabularies  formed  of 
all  the  languages  fpoken  in  North  and  South  America, 
preferving  their  appellations  of  the  moil  common  objects 
in  nature,  of  thofe  which  mull  be  prefent  to  every  nation 
barbarous  or  civilized,  with  the  inflections  of  their  nouns 
and  verbs,  their  principles  of  regimen  and  concord,  and 
thefe  depofited  in  all  the  public  libraries,  it  would  furnifli 
opportunities  to  thofe  fkilled  in  the  languages  of  the  old 
world  to  compare  them  with  thefe,  now,  or  at  any  future 
time,  and  hence  to  conflruc~l  the  beft  evidence  of  the  deri- 
vation of  this  part  of  the  human  race." 

"  It  is  to  be  defired,"  the  other  writer]]  obferves,  "  that 
thofe  who  are  informed,  would  communicate  to  the  pub- 
lic what  information  they  may  poffefs,  relating  to  this 
matter.  Perhaps  by  fuch  communication  and  by  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  languages  of  Alia,  it  may  appear,  not  only 
from  what  quarter  of  the  world,  but  from  what  particular 
nation,  thefe  Indians  are  derived." — The  Historical  So- 
ciety, it  is  refpectfully  fuggefted,  is  a  very  fuitable  depot 
itory  for  fuch  communications. 

Dr.  Edwarcls  remarks,  That  the  Muhhekaneew  or  Stock- 
bridge  Indians, J  as  well  as  the  tribe  at  New-London,  are, 
; by 

f  Jefferfon's  Notes  on  Virginia.     Query  XI. 

||  The  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  late  Prefident  of  Union  College, 
at  Schenectady,  in  his  "  Obfervations  on  the  Language  of  the  Muhhe- 
kaneew Indians  ;"  communicated  to  The  Connecticut  Society  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  and  publiihed  at  the  requeft  of  the  Society  in 
1788.  This  tracl:  was  republifhed  at  New-York  in  1801  ;  and  is  very 
refpeclMly  noticed,  together  with  its  Author  (who  died  that  year),  in 
The  American  Review  and  Literary  Journal,  Article  XII.  Vol.  I. 

%  Thefe  Indians  migrated  from  Hudfon's  river,  about  the  year  1734* 
and  fettled  at  Stockbridge  in  Maflachufetts.  Between  the  years  1785 
;*nd  1787,  they  removed  to  Oneida,     Before  their  removal,  they  wafted 

away. 
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by  the  Anglo-Americans  called  Mohegans,  which  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  Mubhekaneew,  in  the  fingular,  or  Muhhekaneok 
in  the  plural.  This  language  is  fpoken  by  all  the  In- 
dians throughout  New-England.  Every  tribe,  as  that  of 
Stockbridge,  that  of  Farmington,  that  of  New-London, 
&c.  has  a  different  dialect  ;  but  the  language  is  radically 
the  fame.  Mr.  Eliot's  tranflation  of  the  Bible  is  in  a  par- 
ticular dialect  of  this  language.*  The  languages  of  the 
Delawares,t  in  Pennfylvania,  of  the  Penobfcots  bordering 
on  Nova-Scotia,  of  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis  in  Canada, 
of  the  Shawanefe  on  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Chippewaus  at 
the  weft  ward  of  lake  Huron,  are  all  radically  the  fame 
with  the  Mohegan.J  The  fame  is  faid  concerning  the  lan- 
guages of  the  Ottowaus,  Nanticooks,  Munfees,  Minomo- 
nees,  Meffifaugas,  Saukies,  Ottagaumies,  Killiftinoes,  Nipe- 
gons,  Algonkins,  Winnebagoes,  &c.  That  the  languages 
of  the  feveYal  tribes  in  New-England,  of  the  Delawares, 
and  of  Mr.  Eliot's  Bible,  are  radically  the  fame,  Dr.  Ed- 
wards allerts  froni  his  own  knowledge.      He   had  good 

authorities 

away,  like  other  Indians.  Fifty  years  ago,  there  were  about  15©  fam- 
ilies. In  1 791*  they  were  reduced  to  28©  perfons,  and  about  40  war- 
riors. Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  I.  195  ;  IV.  67  ;  and  Pre/,  to  Dr.  Edward? 
Obfervations, 

*  See  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  this  dialed!,  Hift.  Goll.  VII.  24. 

f  "  The  Delaware  tribe  is  called  Poh-he-gan,  or  Mo-hee-gan  by 
themfelves  ;  and  Auquitfaukon.  It  is  difperfed  into  three  divifions. 
O-he-yewh,  or  Oheo  [French  Ohio'],  is  the  largeft."  Prefident  Stiles' 
Itinerary.  •     - 

X  Carver  divides  the  principal  languages  of  North-America  into  four 
clalfes,  "  as  they  confift  of fuch  as  are  made  ufe  of  by  the  nations  of 
the  Iroquois  towards  the  eaftern  parts  of  it,  the  Chipeways  or  Algon- 
Jtins  to  the  north -we  ft,  the  Nawdoweflies  to  the  weft,  and  the  Cherokees, 
Chickafaws,  &c.  to  the  fouth."- — -<<  But  of  all  thefe,"  he  adds,  "  the 
Chipeway  tongue  appears  to  be  the  moft  prevailing  ;  it  being  held  in 
fuch  efteem,  that  the  chiefs  of  every  tribe,  dwelling  about  the  great  lakes, 
or  to  the  weftward  of  thefe  on  the  b^nks of  the  iVfiflifippi,  with  thofe  as 
far  fouth  as  the  Ohio,  and  as  far  north  as  Hudfon's  Bay,  confuting  of 
more  than  30  different  tribes,  fpeak  this  language  alone  in  their  councils, 
jiotwithftanding  each  has  a  peculiar  one  of  their  own."  Carver's 
Travels,  Chap.  XVII. 

If  the  Chipeway  and  Moheagan  languages  are  radically  the  fame, 
Carver's  obfervation  does  not  contradict,  but  confirm,  the  fentiment  of 
Dr.  F^wards,  refpecting  the  extent  of  the  Moheagan  language. 
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authorities  for  what  he  fays  of  the  reft.  He  proceeds  to 
illuftrate  the  affinity  between  the  Mohegan,  the  Shawanee, 
and  the  Chippewau  languages,  by  exhibiting  a  fliort  lift  of 
words  feleeted  from  each  of  them.  The  affinity  is  obvi- 
oufly  clofe  ;  and  whoever  wifhes  for  the  proof,  is  referred 
to  the  pamphlet  itfelf. 

The  Mohawk  language,  which  is  the  language  of  the 
gix  Nations,  Dr.  Edwards  remarks,  is  entirely  different 
from  that  of  the  Moheagans.  Between  thefe  two  lan- 
guages he  alfo  fnftitutes  a  comparifon,  by  giving  a  lift  of 
words  from  each  ;  but  they  have  not  the  fmalleft  refem- 
blance  to  each  other.  Hutehinfon  adds  confirmation  to 
this  account.  "  The  language  of  the  Indians,  from  Pif- 
cataqua  to  Connecticut,"  he  remarks,  "  was  fo  nearly  the 
fame,  that  they  could  tolerably  well  converfe  together. 
Labials  they  ufed  with  freedom.  It  is  obferved  of  the 
weftern  Indians,  particularly  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  they 
have  no  labials  in  all  their  language,  and  they  and  the 
Nipnets,  who  lived  little  more  than  one  hundred  miles 
from  them,  could  not  better  underftand  one  another  than 
the  Englifh  and  Chinefe."* 

In  the  year  1788,  Dr.  Edwards,  who  was  then  pros- 
ecuting his  inquiries  on  this  fubjecl,  communicated  to  me 
(at  that  time  Jiving  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia)  a  number  of 
queftions,  for  the  purppfe  of  instituting  a  comparifon  be- 
tween the  Moheagan  language  and  the  languages  of  the 
Sputhern  Indians.  The  Creek  Indians  being  then  at  war 
with  Georgia,  no  knowledge  of  their  language  could  be 
obtained.  From  an  intelligent  Negro,  however,  who 
lived  feveral  years,  while  a  boy,  among  1  the  pha£taws,t  I 

obtained 


*  Hift.  of  MafTachufetts,  I.  479. 

f  Du  Pratz  fays,  their  own  pronunciation  is  Chat-kas  :- — "  la  grand 
nation  des  Chat-kas,  fuivant  la  prononciation  des  ces  Peuples,  que  les 
Francois  nomment  Chaclas  ou  Tetes  plates."  Hift.  Louifiane,  II. 
216. — This  author,  from  the  refemblance  of  names,  thinks  it  probable, 
that  they  came  from  Kamfchatka,  in  Ana.  "  II  paroit  tres-vraifem- 
blable  que  les  Chatkas  de  la  Louifiane,  ne  font  autres  que  ce  peuple 
qui  eft  a  l'extremite  de  l'Afie  pres  l'Ifthme  dont  j'ai  parle,  &  qui  fe 
rioKime  Kam-Chat-kas,  ce  qui  fignifie  Royaume  de  Chat-kas."  Ibid.  III. 
132. — That  the  Indians  of  America  are  of  Afiatic  origin,  is  an  opinion 
which  feems  every  day  to  gain,  new  confirmation.  See-  American  Review^ 
ut  fugra. 
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obtained  fome  fcanty  information  concerning  the  Chactaw 
language,  which  I  communicated  to  my  much  refpecfed 
correfpondent.  Of  the  queftions,  which  were  nine  in 
number,  I  find  no  copy  ;  but  they  may  be  inferred  from 
the  anfwers  which  were  as  follow  : 

*'  i.     Specimens  of  the  Cha&aw  language. 
Earth  Yaukanah 

Water  Auquawh 

Hatchet  Schefauh 

Brother  Baubfaleeh 

Fellow  Yaukook 

**  2,     Their  pronouns  are 

I,  or  we  Aunuh 

Thou,  or  you,  he        Chifnooh 

"  The  fecond  perfon  fingular,  of  the  pronoun,  is  not 
diftinguifhed  from  the  third.* 

"  3.  Their  pronouns  are  neither  prefixed,  nor  fuffixedj 
to  their  nouns  \  but 

Aunu  fchefauh  is,  my  -hatchet. 
Chifnooh  fchefauh,  your  or  his  hatchet, 

*<  4.    Verbs,         Eat  Impah 

Give  Cuahpetah 

Fight  Manhoh 

Love  Saupoolah 

*<  Their  pronouns  are  not  affixed  to  their  verbs  \  but 
Aunuh  impah,  is         I  eat. 

Chifnooh  impah,  You  eat,  or,  he  eats. 

Chifnooh  faupoolah,  You  I  love  ;    or,  him  I 

love  ;  or,  him  you  love, , 

**  5.  I  cannot  find  that  this  language  has  any  variety  of 
fenfes.  The  verb  retains  the  &me  form,  where  there  is  a 
difference  of  time. 

Aunuh     nenauch      manhoh 
We  yeflerday    fought. 

"There 

*  Adair,  I  now  find  [1804],  confirms  the  correctnefs  of  this  account. 
V  A-m-wah  [is]  the  firft  perfon,  and  IJh-na,  the  fecond  perfon  fingular  ; 
hut  they  have  not  a  particular  pronoun  for  the  third."  Bj/iory  of  tk* 
American  Indians,  69,  70. 
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**  There  is  a  word,  I  think,  to  denote  to-morrow,  but  the 
Word  manhoh  is  not  varied. 

"  64     I  cannot  find  a  diftinftion  of  moods. 

"  7.     They  exprefs  the  qualities  of  tilings  by  adje&ives, 

Nuquauh  He  [is]  vexed. 

Yankooh  nequauli  That  fellow  is  vexed. 

Chifnooh  coopahfaW  He  is  (or,  you  are)  cold. 

Chifnooh  iftooh  He  is  (or,  you  are)  hot. 

"  8.  I  cannot  find  that  this  language  has  any  pafliv© 
Toice.     Inftead  of,  /  am  loved,  they  fay, 

I  and  you  [are]  brothers 
Aunuh  menuh    baubfaleeli 
I  (or  we)  tired. 
Aunuh     toopauh. 

*  9.     They  have  no  verb  fubftantive* 

"  The  Chaclaw  language,  I  am  informed,  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  the  Chickafaw.  The  Chactaws  and  Chickafaws  are 
thought  to  have  been  formerly  one  tribe." * 

Dr.  Edwards,  in  his  anfwer  to  my  letter,  made  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  :  u  By  the  fpecimen  you  have  fent  me, 
it  feems  the  Chaclaw  language  is  totally  different  from 
the  Mohegan,  the  moft  general  language  of  North  Amer- 
ica, and  from  that  of  the  Six  Nations.  In  all  North 
America,  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  Wiondots  ;  and 
from  Nova-Scotia^  to  Lake  Superior,  I  am  perfuaded  there 

are 

*  Adair,  I  find,  confirms  alfo  the  truth  of  this  account.  Speaking 
of  the  Chikkafah  (fo  he  fpells  the  word),  he  obferves  :  "  Their  tradi-^ 
tion  fays,  they  had  10,000  men  fit  for  war,  when  they  firft  carfte  from  the 
weft  ;  and  this  account  feems  very  probable,  as  they  and  the  Choktah 
(fo  he  fpells  it),  and  alfo  the  Chokchooma,  who  in  procefs  of  time  were 
forced  by  war  to  fettle  between  the  two  former  nations,  came  together 
from  tfo  tvejl  as  one  family"  Hift.  of  American  Indians*  352. 

"  The  moft  fouthern  old  town,  which  the  Chikkafah  firft  fettled,  after 
the  Chokchoomah,  Cholttah,  and  they,  fepafated,  on  our  fide  of  the  Mifc 
fiftpph  into  three  different  tribes,  they  called  Taneka."  Ibid.  66. 

The  Chikkafah  are  now  fettled  between  the  heads  of  two  of  the  moft 
weftern  branches  of  Mobille  river.  The  Choktah  country  lies  in  about 
33  and  34  deg.  north  lat.  Their  weftern  lower  towns,  according  to  the 
eourfe  of  the  Indian  path,  are  fituated  200  miles  to  the  northward  of 
New-Qrjeans.  Ibid.  352,  282.  and  the  Map  prefixed. 
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are  but  two  original  languages,  the  Mohegan  and  that 
of  the  Six  Nations.  I  fend  you  a  fmall  publication  on  the 
Indian  language.  Perhaps  this  may  give  you  an  oppor- 
nity  to  compare  the  Mohegan  and  the  Chaclaw  language 
fo  far,  as  to  obtain  full  fatisfa&ion,  that  they  are  radically 
different  languages.     If  fo$  I  mail  be  much  favoured  by 

the  communication  of  the  refult  of  the  comparifom" 

It  Was  not  in  my  power,  however,  to  purfue  the  inquiry  ; 
for  my  Negro  inftruclor,  very  foon  after  (my  interview 
with  him,  was  carried  off  by  a  party  of  Creek  Indians  ; 
and  I  never  afterward  found  means  of  farther  information 
on  the  fubjecl:. 

By  the  affiftance  of  Adair,  I  can  fomewhat  enlarge  my 
vocabulary.  A  few  examples  of  a  comparifon  of  the 
Cha&aw  language  with  the  Moheagan*  may  be  fufficient, 
to  prove  their  entire  diffimilitude. 


Englijh 

Chattaw 

Moheagan 

The  fun 

Neetak-Haffeh* 

Keefogh 

The  moon 

Neennak-Haffe'h 

Nepauhauck 

Spring 

Otoolpha 

Thequan 

Summer 

Tome  pallet 

Nepon 

Autumn 

Afhtora  moonaj 

T'quauquuh 

Winter 

Afhtora 

'Hpoon 

Water? 

Auquawh 

'Nbey 

He 

Chifnooh 

Uwoh 

a  hiu 

Nanne 

Gh'aukoock 

A  mountain 

Unchaba 

W'chu 

The  Chickafaw  and  the  Cha&aw  exactly  agree  in  the 
above  names  of  the  four  feafons  ;  and  in  fome  of  the  oth- 
er examples  here  given.  Both  thefe  nations  count  in  the 
following  manner  : 

ChaBaw 


*  Thefe  Indians  have  no  proper  name  for  the  fun  and  moon.     One 
word,  with  a  note  of  diftinction,  exprefTes  both.     The  Chickafaws  and  ! 
Cha&aws  term  the  one,  "  The  day  moon,  or  fun,"  and  the  other,  "  The 
night  fun,  or  moon."     Neetak  fignifies  a  day  ;    and  Neennak,  a  night. 

■f  Tomeh  fignifies  "  the  folar  light  ;"  zxid.  palk,  "  warm,"  or  "  hot." 

%  Afhtora)  "  winter,"  moona,  "  prefently." 
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Chaclaw 

Englijh 

Chephph'a 

One 

Toogalo 

Two 

Tootchena 

Three 

Oofta 

Four 

Tathlabe 

Five 

Hannahle 

Six 

Untoogalo 

Seven 

Untootchena 

Eight 

Chakkale 

Nine 

Pokoole 

Ten 

Moheagan 

Ngwittoh 

Neefoh 

Noghhoh 

Nauwoh 

Nunon 

Ngwittus 

Tupouwus 

Ghufooh 

Nauneeweh 

Mtannit 


When  the  Chickafaws,  or  Chactaws,  count  beyond  ten, 
they  fay,  Pokoole  Aawa  Chephpha^  "  ten  and  one."  The 
Chickafaws  term  twenty,  Pokoole  toogalo^  "  two  tens." 

For  feveral  of  the  Moheagan  words,  in  the  laft  compar- 
ifon,  I  am  indebted  to  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  William 
Jenks,  who  lately  procured  the  annexed  fpecimen  of  this 
language  from  a  young  and  intelligent  Indian,  of  the 
Stockbridge  tribe.*  Among  other  things,  it  ihews,  that 
the  pronunciation  of  that  tribe  does  not,  at  this  time,  ef- 
fentially  differ  from  what  it  was  fifty  years  ago,  when  Dr. 
Edwards  learned  the  language. 

The  fpelling  is  chiefly  according  to  the  mode  adopted 
by  the  prefent  fecretary  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  tribe 
(who  was  educated  at  Dartmouth  College)  in  their  public 
records  ;  and  the  vocabulary  was  in  fact  mofliy  written 
by  the  young  Indian  himfeif,  in  order  to  preferve  as  much 
accuracy  as  poflible. 

Specimen 


*  "  John  Konkapot,  jun.  Nhu'h  kekit  Ochuch  Anquiquoi  you, 
mactfhenaunetatfeh,  auPtou  Ich  nafkmuch."  Such  are  his  name  and 
titles,  as  lately  given  by  himfeif  at  Cambridge,  in  the  Moheagan 
tongue.  He  is,  by  his  own  account,  a  grandfon  of  the  famous  old 
warrior,  Hendrick,  the  Chief  of  the  Mohawks,  who  was  killed  in  the 
French  war,  1758.  This  young  Indian  fays,  that  his  "grandfather 
Hendrick  was  the  fon  of  a  Moheagan  Chief  (called  the  Wolf),  by  a 
Mohawk  woman  ;  ahd  that  Hendrick  alfo  married  a  Mohawk  woman, 
Hunnis,  a  daughter  of  the  Chief  of  the  Mohawks. 
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Specimen  of    the  Moheagan  language,  taken    at   Cam- 
bridge, February  28,   1804* 

fire,     Uhtouwy 
aiy,     auwon^ 
water,     m'ppeh, 
the  earth,     nooh  keeyh,, 
the  fun,     kefcgh, 
the  moon,     nepauhauck, 
a  ftar.     anauquauth* 
Heat,     9  Kfetauwow, 
light,     ivauthaujouw, 
cold,     t'hauthu, 
wind,     'kfaughoriy 
a  rainbow,     anuquauw, 
thunder,    pautquauhan, 
fmoke,     quufautauwow, 
a  cloud,     m'taucq, 
a  river,     thepow,  th  founded 
as  in  thing, 
the  fea,     yktaunnauppeh,  fee 

water, 
■3l  lake,     'pquaughon, 
ice,     m'quaumeeb, 
mow,     m'Jauneeh, 
rain,     thocknaun, 
an  ifland,     m'nauhdn9  hence 
perhaps  Monahigan,  or  6Ci/I- 
tfjzd  of  the  Moheagans." 
a  hill,     gb*aukoock, 
a  mountain,     w'chu,  hence 
probably  Wachufett, 
a  rock,     thaunaumku. 

Of  man.     N'neemandoo. 
an  infant,     chacqfefeet, 
a  boy,     penaupahthuh,. 
a  girl,    peefqudhthuh, 
a  young  man,     eeowthkenooh, 
a  man,     neemandoo^ 
a  woman,    p'ghainoom, 
an  old  man,     'kchee, 


God     Pautaumouwoth 
created     kecetaun 
the  world     7200/^  £^y£ 
and  all  things    'n'don  mauwy 

kauquoi 
in  time,     kenauwewhioquicq, 
place,    w'keceghtaun,  gh  gut- 
tural, 
order,     kenauweghtaun, 
and  number,     'rfdon  autgh- 
aunnoikack. 
Of  time.     Neenoquicq. 
Time     Kenauwewenoquicq 
is  divided  into     m* ghnaunnoi- 
keeh  fgheghan 
an  hour,      £cwr,   from   the 
Englifh, 
a  day,     waukaumaww* 
a  month,     kefogh, 
a  year,     ketoon. 
In  a  day  are     iV^Z>  waukau- 
mawio  oikeeh 
the  dawrn,    pautaupon, 
the  morning,  'naujaupauwew, 
the  evening,     fpaughefu, 
the  night,     p'quawiaujouh. 
In  a  year  are      j\fo£  ^^o» 

oikeeh 
the  fpring,  thequan,  th  foun- 
ded as  in  /v6/';zg, 
fummer,     nepqn, 
autumn,     fquauquuh, 
winter,     ^00;?. 

Greater  bodies  are    Aunou- 
wew  maumaugh- 
quequicq  oikeeh 
the  heaven,     'thpummuek, 
the  fky,     onauwauk. 


*  Wakkamaw  is  the  name  of  a  river  in  South  Carolina. 
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an  old  woman,  weenauthooth, 

a  hufband,     w'ghdn, 

a  wife,     weewone, 

a  father,     o'ghdn, 

a  mother,     o9kegd?t, 

a  fon,     w'tiyoumdn, 

a  daughter,     o'toofdn, 

a  brother,     o'ghethmdn, 

a  lifter     weetaunpthoodn0 

an  uncle,     oof'ethdn^ 


a  grandmother,     Shmdn, 

an  aunt,     6 h met h an 

a  King,     Kioweenooh^ 

a  Chief,     Wauyauwdghou, 

a  houfe ,  weekwom ,  hen ce  w/g- 

wtfZM,  as  fpelt  by  Wood. 

"  N.  E.  ProfpecV'f 
a  bow,     'thkendghooy 
a  fhield,     authketutk9 
a  book,     Oothoohegdn.\ 


a  grandfather,      mdhghomdn. 

In  this  Ihort  fpecimen  it  is  remarkable  that  we  find 
neither  an  /  nor  an  r,  nor  indeed  the  found  of  f.  This 
remark  was  alfo  made  by  Wood  on  the  language  of 
the  Aberginians,  of  which  he  gives  a  vocabulary  at  the  end 
of  his  "  New-England's  Profpecfc,"  printed  in  London, 
1639.  Wherever  gh  occurs  in  the  above,  the  pronun- 
ciation is  extremely  guttural,  and  appears  to  be  a  ftrong 
chara&eriftic  of  the  language,  hardly  imitable  by  us. 


Extract  from  an  Indian  History. 

•HTTHE  country  formerly  owned  and  poffeffed  by  Muh- 
M      heakunnuk   nation,   now   called  by    white    people 
Stockbridge  Indians,  is  fituated  partly  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  partly  in  Maflachufetts  and  Vermont. 

The  face  of  this  country  is  in  many  places  mountainous, 
fupplied  with  excellent  rivers,  creeks  and  ponds  ;  the  fide 
of  thefe  rivers,  &c.  was  only  known  by  natives  capable  of 
producing  fkommonun  or  Indian  corn,  and  tupohquaun 
or  beans,  and  uhnunnekuthkoatkun  or  Indian  fquafties, 
until  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  white  people,  who  convert 
even  many  fwamps  and  rocky  hills  into  fruitful  fields. 

This  extenfive  country  abounded  with  almoft  ev- 
ery kind  of  wild  game,  fuch  as  moofe,  deer,  bears,  ti- 
gers, wolves,  beavers,  otters,  minks,  mufkrats,  martins, 
foxes,  wild  cats,  fiihes,  ground  hogs,  back  hogs.     Of  the 

feathered 


\  Spelt  JVeekumuhm  by  Dr.   Edwards. 

|  They  have  no  word,  it  is  faid,  to  exprefs  paper. 
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feathered  kind,  turkies,  wild  geefe,  ducks,  partridges, 
pigeons,  quails,  owls,  &c.  and  the  rivers,  &c.  abounded 
with  variety  of  fifli  and  turtles. 

The  inhabitants  chiefly  dwelt  in  little  towns  and 
villages.  Their  chief  feat  was  on  Hudfon's  river,  now  it 
is  called  Albany,  which  was  called  Pempotowwuthut, 
Muhhecanneuw,  or  the  fire  place  of  the  Muhheakunnuk 
nation,  where  their  allies  ufed  to  come  on  any  bufinefs 
whether  relative  of  the  covenants  of  their  friendfliip,  or 
other  matters. 

The  etymology  of  the  word  Muhhaakunnuk,  according 
to  original  fignifying,  is  great  waters  or  fea,  which  are 
conftantly  in  motion,  either  flowing  or  ebbing. 

Our  forefathers  aflerted,  that  their  anceftors  were  emi- 
grated from  weft  by  north  of  another  country  ;  they  pann- 
ed over  the  great  waters,  where  this  and  the  other  country 
is  nearly  connected,  called  Ukhkokpeck  ;  it  fignifies  fnake  wa- 
ter, or  water  where  fnakes  abounded  ;  and  that  they  liv- 
ed by  fide  of  great  water  or  fea,  from  whence  they  derive 
the  name  of  Muhheakunnuk  nation.  Muhheakunneuw 
fignifies  a  man  of  Muhheakunnuk  tribe.  Muhhekun- 
neyuk  is  a  plural  number. 

We  underftand  that  they  were  more  civilized  than  what 
Indians  are  now  in  the  wildernefs  ;  as  it  was  faid  that  they 
lived  in  towns,  and  were  very  numerous,  until  there  arofe 
a  mighty  famine  which  obliged  them  to  difperfe  through- 
out the  regions  of  the  wildernefs  after  fuftenance,  and  at 
length  loft  their  ways  of  former  living,  and  apoftatized. 
As  they  were  coming  from  the  weft,  they  found  many 

freat  waters,  but  none  of  therrf  flowing  and  ebbing  like 
luhheakunnuk  until  they  came  to  Hudfon's  river  ;  then 
they  faid  one  to  another,  this  is  like  Muhheakunnuk 
our  nativity.  And  when  they  found  grain  was  very  plen- 
ty in  that  country,  they  agreed  to  kindle  fire  there  and 
hang  a  kettle,  whereof  they  and  their  children  after  them 
might  dip  out  their  daily  refrefhment. 

As  our  anceftors  had  no  art  of  manufacturing  any  fort 
'  of  metal,  they  had  no  implements  of  hufbandry  ;    there- 
fore were  not  able  to  cultivate  their  lands  but  little,  that 
of  planting  fkommon    or  Indian  corn,  beans,  and  little- 
fquafties,  which  was  chiefly  left  under  the  management  of 

women 
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women  and  old  men,  who  were  incapable  of  hunting,  and 
little  boys.  They  made  ufe  of  bone,  either  moofe,  bears, 
or  deer's  moulder-place,  inftead  of  hoe,  to  hoe  their  corn 
with,  tie  it  fail  to  one  end  of.  a  ftick  or  helve  made  for 
that  purpofe.  This  their  way  of  clearing  lands  was  not  fo 
difficult  as  we  ihould  imagine,  and  that  without  ufing  an 
axe.  When  they  find  that  their  fields  will  fail,  they  are 
to  prepare  another  piece  of  land  ;  in  the  firft  place  they 
do,  they  make  a  fire  round  the  foot  of  every  tree,  as  many 
trees  as  Handing  on  the  ground  they  intended  to  clear, 
until  the  bark  of  the  tree  is  burnt  through,  for  trees  are 
killed  very  eafy  in  this  manner.  They  planted  while  trees 
are  Handing  after  they  are  killed  ;  and  as  foon  as  trees  are 
fell,  they  burnt  it  of  fuch  length  that  they  might  roll  the 
logs  together,  and  burnt  them  up  to  afhes,  thus  they  do 
till  they  get  it  quite  clear.  An  induftrious  woman,  when 
great  many  dry  logs  are  fallen,  could  burn  off  as  many 
logs  in  one  day  as  a  fmart  man  can  chop  in  two  or  three 
days  time  with  an  axe.  They  make  ufe  of  only  a 
tithonnetmuhheakun  or  a  ftone  axe,  fome thing  like 
the  fhape  of  an  axe,  helve  to  it  as  of  the  hoe  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  with  which  they  rub  the  coals  of  the 
burning  logs.  But  the  employment  of  men  confifled 
in  hunting  and  fifhing.  They  ufed  bow  and  arrow  to  kill 
game,  with  which  they  were  expert.  They  ufecl  to  catch 
deer  by  infnaring  them  with  firings.  By  hunting  they 
fupplied  themfelves  with  cloathing  and  diet  ;  they  feldom 
felt  much  want,  and  they  were  very  well  contented  with 
their  ^condition  \  having  food  and  raiment  was  their  only 
aim.  They  were  not  to  kill  more  than  neceffary,  for 
there  was  none  to  barter  with  them  that  would  have 
tempted  them  to  wafte  their  animals,  as  they  did  after  the 
Chuckopek  or  white  people  came  on  this  ifland,  confe- 
quently  game  was  never  diminifhed.  They  hunted  occa- 
fionally  a  whole  year  ;  but  hunting  feafons  are  properly  di- 
vided into  two  parts  of  a  year.  In  fall,  they  hunt  for  deer, 
bear,  beaver,  otter,  rackoon,  fifhes,  martin  for  their  cloath- 
ing, and  drying  meat  for  the  enfuing  feafon  ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  they  ufed  to  go  out  to  hunt  for 
moofe  on  the  green  mountains,  where  thefe  animals  keep 
for  winter  quarters.  From  thence  they  go  again  for  bea- 
ver 
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ver  hunting  as  foon  as  the  rivers,  ponds,  and  creeks  arc 
opened  ;  but  they  ufed  to  take  good  care  not  to  flay  over 
two  months. 

And  as  our  anceftors  were  not  fubject  to  fo  many  difor- 
ders  or  fickneffes,  as  they  were  after  Chuckopek  or  white 
people  fettled  among  them,  they  flourifhed  in  fome  meas- 
ure. That  before  they  begun  to  decay,  our  forefathers 
informed  us,  that  Muhheakunnuk  nation  could  then  raif- 
ed  about  one  thoufand  warriors  who  could  turn  out  at 
any  emergency.  Their  weapons  of  war,  befides  bow  and 
arrows  already  defcribed,  puhwy  made  of  wooden  knot, 
helve  to  it  ;  and  quennehtuhheakun  or  long  cut  ;  and 
tkuttekun  or  fpear  made  of  bone  or  horn  and  fome  of 
flinty  ftone,  with  long  helve  to  it  ;  thus  alfo  were  quivers, 
commonly  made  of  otter  fkin,  which  contain  forty  or  fif- 
ty arrows  ;  and  in  battle  they  ufed  fhields  made  of  green 
hide,  or  breaft  plate. 

Muhheakunnuk  nation  were  formerly  deemed  to  be  beft 
warriors  in  the  field,  truly  formidable  to  any  nation, 
which  is  ftill  acknowledged  by  the  weftern  tribes. 


Journal    of  the  Siege   of  York    in  Virginia   by  a 
Chaplain  of  the  American  Army. 

0  ,  a         0       HGPHIS  day,  Major-General  Lin- 

September  nth,  1781.     J[     coln  J£  ^  fecond  divifion 

of  American  troops  embarked  at  the  head  of  Elk,  and 
proceeded  in  fmall  fchooners  and  flat-bottomed  boats  as 
far  as  Plumb-point. 

13th.  This  day  we  reached  Worten-creek,  which  is 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  head  of  Elk. 

14th.  We  failed  this  day  about  thirty  miles,  and  ar- 
rived at  Annapolis  in  Maryland. 

15th.  Went  on  fhore  at  Annapolis,  and  continued  the 
moil  of  the  day,  and  were  entertained  very  genteelly  by 
fome  of  the  inhabitants. 

1 6th.  This  day  we  left  Annapolis,  and  failed  as  far  as 
Herring-bay  and  came  to  anchor. 

17th.  This  day  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Patuxen  and  anchored.  18th, 
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1 8th.  The  laft  night  was  very  ftormy  and  part  of  this 
day,  fo  that  we  did  not  fail  until  12  o'clock.  After  which 
we  proceeded,  though  not  with  a  fair  wind,  yet,  with  a 
wind  which  permitted  us  to  lay  our  courfe  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day. 

19th.  We  failed  all  laft  night,  and  in  the  evening  of  this 
day  reached  the  mouth  of  James'  river.  In  the  failing 
of  this  day  we  palled  a  number  of  the  French  fhips  of  war, 
and,  at  a  great  diftance,  faw  the  French  fleet  in  Lynnhaven 
bay.  Here  we  met  with  General  Wailiington,  who  was 
on  board  the  Charlotte  fhip  of  war,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  enemy.  The  General  was  returning  from  a  con- 
ference which  had  been  held  between  him  and  the  Count1 
De  Graffe. 

20th.  We  proceeded  up  James'  river  with  a  fair 
wind,  until  our  veffel  ran  on  ground,  where  we  continued 
till  8  o'clock  this  morning,  when  we  left  that  veffel,  and 
went  on  board  of  a  fmaller  one.  The  wind  was  againft 
us  this  day,  and  very  violent  ;  neverthelefs,  by  tacking 
frequently  and  contending  with  the  wind,  we  arrived  at 
this  place,  which  is  called  the  landing  of  Archer's  Hope. 
This  day  no  fmall  difficulty  nor  danger  attended  us. 
Our  veffel  ran  on  ground  repeatedly  this  day. 

2 1  ft.  This  day  General  Lincoln  again  embarked  and 
went  down  James'  river  with  proviiion  for  the  troops, 
who  had  been  detained  by  contrary  winds,  or  bad  failing 
veffels.  The  General,  anxious  for  the  fafety  and  comfort 
of  the  troops,  would  truft  none  but  himfelf  to  relieve 
them  from  their  prefent  difficulties. 

2  2d.  This  day  fome  of  the  troops  arrived.  General 
Wafhington  arrived  this  day  from  the  French  fleet..  The 
veffel  he  came  in  ran  on  ground. 

Sunday,  23d.  This  day  General  Lincoln  returned  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  having  been  down  to  fupply  the 
troops  with  provifions.  His  veffel  ran  on  ground,  and 
he  was  in  great  danger  ;  but  happy  is  the  man  who  has 
learned  to  view  the  raging  of  winds  and  waters  with  the 
fweeteft  compofure  ;  and  can  fmile  amidft  the  thunder 
of  cannon,  and  all  the  winged  inftruments  of  death  ! — 
This  day  I  went  to  Williamfburgh  and  preached  to  the 
light-infantry,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette. 

24th. 
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24th.  I  remained  the  laft  night  in  Williamfburgh. 
There  are  about  300  houfes  in  this  town,  fome  of  which 
are  very  good,  but  the  greater  number  are  very  mean. 
The  College  is  about  130  feet  in  length  and  40  in  breadth. 
Two  handlome  wings,  about  50  feet  by  30,  have  been  ad- 
ded to  this  building.  This  College  is  three  ftories  high  ; 
and  has  a  very  good  apparatus,  and  a  large  library  of  an- 
cient authors,  but  the  modern  authors  are  few. — The 
capitol,  or  ftate-houfe,  in  which  the  AiTembly  ufed  to 
meet  ;  and  the  palace  in  which  the  Governor  refided,  are 
both  very  grand  buildings.  The  court-houfe  and  the 
church  are  alfo  good  buildings.  Belides  thefe  there  are 
a  few  good  private  houfes.  A  principal  ftreet,  about  one 
mile  in  length,  runs  through  the  whole  town  ;  the  other 
ftreets  are  very  irregular.  All  the  land  which  I  have 
yet  feen  in  Virginia  is  very  poor,  except  where  it  has  been 
very  laborioufly  manured. 

The  troops  arrive  and  difembark  every  day.  The  laft 
night  the  Hat-bottomed  boats  arrived  fafe  without  the  lofs 
of  any  of  the  men,  though  they  had  been  in  a  moil  vio- 
lent ftorm. 

26th.  The  laft  night  the  French  troops  finifhed  their 
difembarkation.  This  day  General  Lincoln  and  the  two 
brigades  of  York  and  Jerfey  troops  moved  from  Archer's 
Hope,  and  encamped  at  the  eaft  end  of  Williamfburgh. 

27th.  Near  Williamfburgh.  The  water  in  this  ftate  is 
very  bad  ;  we  have  not  had  any  which  is  fit  to  drink 
fince  we  came  on  fhore  until  this  day.  We  are  now 
within  12  miles  of  York,  where  the  enemy  are. 

28th.  This  day  we  marched  to  a  place  which  is  about 
two  miles  from  the  town  of  York. 

29th.  Our  troops  lay  on  their  arms  the  laft  night,  and 
expected  an  attack  from  the  enemy  ;  but  they  did  not 
difturb  us.  This  day  the  whole  army  approached  the  en- 
emy's lines.  A  cannonade  from  the  enemy  took  place, 
but  we  received  very  little  injury.  The  American  troops, 
confiding  of  three  divifions,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Lincoln,  encamped  about  one  mile  from  the  enemy's 
works. 

Sunday,  30th.  This  day  i2©o  men  from  the  Amer- 
ican camp  are  ordered  to  make   fafcines,   gabions,  and 

fanfifans. 
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fauciffons.  The  laft  night  the  enemy  retired  from  their 
out  Works,  which  are  in  front  of  our  army.  This  day 
the  French  and  American  troops  took  poneffion  of  them. 
The  enemy  appear  to  have  fortified  the  town  very  ftrange- 
ly,  to  which  they  have  now  retired.  Colonel  Scammel, 
being  officer  of  the  day*  and  reconnoitering  the  fituation 
of  the  enemy,  was  furprized  by  a  party  of  their  horfe,  and 
after-  being  taken  prifoner  was  inhumanly  wounded  by 
them. 

October  ift.  This  day,  t 26®  men  are  on  fatigue  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  fiege  of  York.  This  day 
our  troops  began  a  work  on  the  ground  which  the  enemy 
fo  lately  had  in  their  poffeffion.  The  French  troops  alfcr 
began  a  work  at  the  fame  time.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
has  been  very  constant  this  day,  but  we  have  loft  but 
three  or  four  men  yet. 

2d.  The  firing  of  the  enemy  has  continued  all  this  da#~, 
in  order  to  annoy  our  men  who  are  working  on  a  re- 
doubt* .  No  men  have  been  killed  this  day  in  the  Ameri- 
can camp. 

3d.  This  day  the  firing  from  the  enemy  abated.  Laft 
night  four  men  were  killed  in  our  camp  by  one  cannon 
ball  from  the  enemy.  Military  ftores  and  cannon  are 
cGming  every  day  from  the  landing,,  about  fix  miles  from 
this  place. 

4th.  The  general  orders  of  this  day  mention  an  action 
of  yefterday,  in  which  the  Duke  De  Laufune  defeated 
Colonel  Tarlton,  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  his  of- 
ficers and  men. 

5th.  Preparations  are  making  to  befiege  the  enemy 
with  great  vigour.  Our  troops  vie  with  one  another  in 
the  performance  of  duty  and  the  love  of  danger. 

6th.  VA  gentleman  from  General  Greene's  army  informs 
us,  that  on  the  8th  of  September  the  fouthern  army  de- 
feated the  enemy  at  Eutaw  fprings. 

Sunday,  7th.  Laft  night  the  trenches  were  opened,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  800  yards  from  the  enemy.  The 
American  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Lincoln, 
broke  ground  on  the  right,  and  the  French,  under  the 
command  of  the  Baron  Viaminill,  on  the  left.  The  night 
was  the  moft  favourable  in  the  world.    Providence  feemed 

vol.  ix.  P  very 
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very  evidently  to  have  drawn  the  curtains  of  darknefs 
around  Us  on  purpofe  to  conceal  us  from  our  enemies 
until  the  time  of  the  greateft  danger  had  paffed  by.  Not 
a  man  killed  or  wounded  in  the  American  camp,  and  but 
a  few  in  the  camp  of  the  French.  Let  gratitude  abound 
in  our  hearts  for  this  remarkable  inftance  of  the  divine 
goodnefs.  Colonel  Scammel  died  yefterday  at  Williamf- 
burgh. 

8th.  Our  troops  are  going  on  with  their  works  moll 
vigoroufly,  and  meet  with  very  little  oppofition  from  the 
enemy  ;  only  four  or  five  men  have  been  wounded  this  day* 

9th.  This  day  an  American  battery  of  fix  guns,  18 
and  24  pounders,  and  four  mortars,  began  to  play  on  the 
town. 

10th.  The  laft  night  the  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment did  not  ceafe.  This  day  a  fecond  American  battery 
of  four  18  pounders  is  opened,  and  a  French  battery  of 
twelve  24  pounders  and  eight  mortars  increafes  the  hor- 
rors of  war.  The  Britifh  batteries  are  moftly  filent  this 
day. 

nth.  A  cannonade  and  bombardment  continued 
through  the  moll:  of  the  laft  night,  and  this  day  the  en- 
gines of  war  have  ragged  with  redoubled  fury.  Two  of  the 
enemy's  fhips  were  burned  the  laft  night ;  one  this  day. 
They  were  fired  by  red  hot  fhot  from  a  battery  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marquis  De  St.  Simon.  I  have  heard  of 
110  man  being  killed  this  day. 

1 2th.  The  French  have,  this  day,  played  upon  the  en- 
emy from  feven  batteries,  which  contain  about  forty  pieces 
of  ordnance.  The  horrors  of  war  muft  have  been  very 
evident  to  our  enemies  this  day. 

13th.  The  laft  night  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very 
conftant  and  fevere.  Our  troops  opened  the  trenches  of 
the  fecond  parallel. 

Sunday,  14th.  No  ceffation  of  firing  the  laft  night, 
This  day  Captain  White  and  four  foldiers  were  killed,  and 
ten  wounded  in  our  trenches. 

15th.  The  laft  night  an  attack  was  made  on  two  re- 
doubts of  the  enemy.  The  French  took  the  one,  and  the 
Americans  the  other.  They  were  both  carried  in  the  moft 
gallant  and  enterprizing  manner.     The  American  light 

infantry, 
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infantry,  under  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  in  ftorming  the 
redoubt,  had  about  eight  killed,  and  twenty-five  wounded. 
No  officers  killed,  and  but  four  wounded.  None  of  the 
enemy,  were  put  to  death  after  they  afked  for  mercy  ; 
this  is  an  evidence  of  the  generofity  and  humanity  which 
dwell  in  the  breads  of  the  Americans,  when  they  have  a 
cruel  and  unmerciful  enemy  in  their  ppwer. 

1 6th..  The  laft  night  the  enemy  made  a  fortie  where 
pur  batteries  were  not  completed  on  the  fecond  parallel. 
They  f piked  up  feven  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon  5  but  were 
obliged  to  retreat  fuddenly,  leaving  a  number  of  their 
men  killed  in  the  trenches. 

1 7th.  This  day  we  opened  fome  batteries  on  the  fec- 
ond parallel,  and  are  almoft  prepared  to  cannonade  and 
bombard  the  town  with  feventy  pieces  of  ordnance.  The 
cannonade  of  this  day  has  been  prevented  by  the  arrival 
of  a  flag  from  the  enemy,  requefting  a  ceffation  of  arms 
for  twenty-four  hours,  alfo  defiring  to  know  upon  what 
conditions  the  garrifon  may  expect  to  furrender.  General 
Wafhington  informed  them  what  terms  he  would  give 
them,  and  has  allowed  them  only  two  hours  to  confider 
them,  and  to  give  an  anfwer.  This  day  four  years,  Bur- 
goyne  and  his  whole  army  furrendered  to  the  United 
States  ;  that  lignal  inftance  of  the  fmiles  of  heaven,  and 
what  we  now  have  in  profpecl:,  ihould  make  us  very 
thankful  to  Almighty  God. 

1 8th.  This  day  the  enemy  have  agreed  to  furrender 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war  to  the  combined  arms  of 
France  and  America.     Hallelujah  ! 

1 9th.  This  day  the  enemy  marched  out  of  their  works 
and  laid  down  their  arms.  Some  French  and  American 
troops  have  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town. 

20th.  What  an  alteration  do  we  find  this  day  !  The 
fields  and  plains,  which  fo  lately  were  the  theatres  of  death 
and  carnage  are  now  places  of  fafety,  and  peace  ! 

2 1  ft.  This  day  I  preached  a  fermon,  on  the  account 
of  our  fuccefs,  before  Generals  Lincoln  and  Clinton,  to  the 
York  brigade,  and  one  brigade  of  light  infantry. 

Monday,  2  2d.  I  this  day  went  to  fee  York.  It  con- 
tains about  60  houfes.  Many  of  them  are  very  much 
damaged,  fome  of  them  totally  ruined.     This  town  is  well 

fituated 
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fituated  for  trade.  Gloucefter  has  about  twenty  houfes 
in  it,  where  the  moft  of  the  Britiih  fick  are.  It  is  at 
prefent  a  moft  miferable  and  infectious  place. 


Memoir  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Grant  Marsh,  deceased, 

EXTRACTED  -FROM  Dr.  Dana's  FUNERAL   DISCOURSE. 

MR.  Ebenezer  Grant  Marsh  was  known  to  you 
from  his  childhood.  In  each  of  the  ten  years  laft 
paft,  he  was  a  member  of  my  family  a  great  proportion  of 
the  time.  Called  by  my  efteemed  friend  and  brother  to 
fympathize  with  him  and  his  houfe,  and  to  minifter  to 
you  on  this  mournful  occafion,  fome  iketches  of  the  life 
and  character  of  this  excellent  young  man  will  be  expect- 
ed, as  a  due  tribute  of  refpecr  to  departed  worth. 

The  Father  of /pints  was  pleafed  to  endow  him  with  a 
fuperiour  genius,  and  a  mind  fitted  for  contemplation. 
Formed  by  the  earlieft  education  to  ftudious  and  pious 
habits,  favoured  with  the  beft  advantages  for  the  culture 
of  his  talents,  he  increafed  in  wifdom  and  virtue,  as 
in  age. 

His  fecret  retirement  and  devotion,  beft  known  to  Him 
who  feeth  in  fecret,  were  remarked  by  thofe  who  guided 
his  early  fteps. 

Admitted  a  member  of  College,  in  his  fifteenth  year,  his 
application  to  his  ftudies  was  affiduous  and  uniform  ;  fo 
that  he  always  ranked  with  the  firft  fcholars  in  his  clafs. 
The  general  tenour  of  his  deportment  conciliated  the  efteem 
of  his  fellow  ftudents,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  College. 

He  was  graduated  in  1795  ;  and  continued  to  refide  at 
New-Haven.  In  1798  he  was  chofen  Inftruclor  in  He- 
brew ;  Tutor,  in  1799  ;  and  Profeffor  of  Languages  and 
Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  in  1802.  His  election  to  thefe  vari- 
ous offices  was  a  juft  tribute  to  literary  merit. 

Well  acquainted  with  all  branches  of  academick  inftruc- 
tion,  it  was  his  delightful  employment  to  imbue  the  minds 
.of  his  pupils  with  fcience  and  virtuous  principles.  He  re- 
ceived in  return,  from  each  fucceeding  clafs  under  his  in- 
itrucliion,  conftant  teftimonies  of  gratitude,  affection  and 
£fteem. 

Appreciating 
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Appreciating  his  advantages  to  lay  a  good  foundation 
for  future  ufefulnefs  and  eminence  in  life,  he  feparated 
himfelf  for  the  fearch  of  all  wifdom.  Seldom  is  a  good 
genius  cultivated  by  fo  ardent  a  love  of  fcience. 

He  excelled  in  the  learned  languages,  general  hiftory, 
and  ancient,  efpecially  oriental^  literature.  By  placing  in 
oppofite  columns,  in  his  manufcripts,  the  hiftory  of  man- 
ners and  religious  rites,  in  the  eaft  and  in  the  weft,  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  it  confpicuous,  that  they  had  the  fame 
origin.  His  differ tations  on  the  Mofaick  hiftory  of  crea- 
tion, the  origin  of  language,  and  the  defcent  of  all  nations 
from  one  pair,  evince  his  abilities  and  induftry. 

His  laborious  refearches  embraced  the  antiquities  of  our 
own  country,  in  the  hiftory  of  which  he  was  particularly 
informed. 

He  examined  the  principles  and  manners  of  the  Mod- 
erns as  well  as  the  Ancients,  and  obferved  the  palling  af- 
fairs of  the  world. 

Biography,  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  and  the  evidences  of 
natural  and  revealed  religion,  he  had  much  attended  to. 

On  this  great  variety  of  fubjects,  he  made  judicious 
extracts  from,  and  compendiums  of,  the  ableft  authors. 
Thefe  manufcripts  contain  fifteen  volumes,  about  two 
hundred  pages  in  each. 

He  commenced  his  ftudies,  from  day  to  day,  with  read- 
ing in  his  Hebrew  bible,  and  penning  down  occafionai 
obfervations  on  the  original  text. 

Uniting  good  judgment  with  extenfive  reading  and  a 
retentive  memory  ;  obferving  aifo  ftrict  order  and  method 
in  his  literary  purfuits,  he  had  amaffed,  from  the  beft 
fources,  rare  treafures  of  wifdom  and  fcience.  Not  fond 
of  mere  abftrufe  fpeculations,  he  fearched  for  ufeful  truth, 
and  that  only.  He  was  one  of  thofe  practical  fcholars, 
who  value  the  dictates  of  common  fenfe. 

His  converfation  had  nothing  contracted  or  affuming — 
nothing  of  the  pedant  or  reclufe  ftudent.  It  was  cheerful 
without  levity — -entertaining  and  pleaiing  to  the  wife  and 
unwife. 

Coniidering  himfelf  as  a  fteward — accountable  to  him 
who  maketh  fome  to  differ  from  others,  his  talents  were 
£onfecrated  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  man, 

kind. 
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kind.  The  fpirit  of  vital  piety  added  a  luftre  to  his  other 
accomplifhments.  So  far  as  a  Chriftian  may  be  known 
by  the  uniform  tenour  of  his  converfation— fo  far  as  an 
irreproachable  life  lays  a  foundation  to  prefume  goodnefs 
of  heart— fo  far  as  we  may  know  the  moral  and  religious 
character  of  others,  he  feared  the  Lord  from  his  youth.  Ac- 
cording to  the  fentiments  and  example  in  the  text,  he 
fought  his  happinefs  in  the  approbation  of  God  through 
the  Redeemer,  a  conformity  to  the  divine  moral  perfec- 
tions, and  the  immortality  brought  to  light  by  the  gof- 
pel.  No  traits  in  his  character  could  lead  us  to  number 
him  among  the  men  whofe  portion  is  in  this  life. 

As  a  candidate  for  the  miniftry,  few  come  forward  with 
his  fund  of  fcience,  advantages  to  magnify  the  office,  and 
profpects  of  acceptance.  His  fermons,  full  of  thought, 
written  in  a  pure,  perfpicuous  ftyle,  with  judicious  ar- 
rangement, and  a  proper  degree  of  pathos,  were  applauded 
by  the  belt  judges,  and  edifying  to  all. 

Known  and  efteemed  by  the  firft  characters  in  this 
State,  he  had  many  teftimonies  from  learned  and  excellent 
men  in  neighbouring  States.  The  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical 
Society  lately  elected  him  a  member.  In  the  official  letter, 
informing  him  of  the  choice,  their  fecretary  writes,  "  Be 
C6  afiured,  Sir,  we  have  no  fmall  refpect  for  the  character 
&c  you  maintain  in  the  republick  of  letters."  He  was  re- 
fpected  as  far  as  known,  and  known  far  for  his  years. 

Upon  an  invitation  from  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
refpectable  churches  in  a  neighbouring  State,  he  had  en- 
gaged to  minifter  to  them  in  the  laft  vacation  at  the  Col- 
lege :  but  the  myfterious  providence  of  God  was  pleafed 
to  order  otherwife.  Arretted  by  a  difeafe,  which  was  at- 
tended with  alarming  iymptoms  at  firft,  he  languifhed 
about  four  months,  and  clofed  the  fcene. 

To  the  fervant,  who  made  a  good  improvement  of  his 
talents,  the  Proprietor  faid,  Well  done,— Thou  hqfl  been  faith- 
fill  in  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things  : 
Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

.  In  few  inilances  is  the  vanity  of  human  hopes  exem- 
plified as  in  the  early  death  of  this  riling  character.  Verily 
every  man,  at  his  befl  ft  ate,  is  altogether  vanity.  Whilft  the 
family,  kindred  and  acquaintance  are  peculiarly  affected 

with 
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with  his  removal  in  the  morning  of  life  ;  it  will  be  la- 
mented, as  a  common  lofs,  by  the  feat  of  literature,  the 
country,  the  church,  and  the  republick  of  letters. 

This  death,  in  one  view  premature,  is  not  fo  in  another. 
To  a  fliort  life,  filled  up  with  unintermitting  induftry  and 
ufefulnefs,  as  Was  that  of  our  lamented  friend,  we  may 
apply  the  obfervation,  "  Honourable  age  is  not  that  which 
"  ftandeth  in  length  of  time,  nor  that  is  meafured  by 
"  number  of  years.  But  wifdom  is  the  grey  hair  unto 
"  men,  and  an  unfpotted  life  is  old  age*  Though  the 
"  righteous  be  prevented  with  death  ;  yet  fhall  he  be  la 
"  reft."  m  n 
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the  State  of  New- York.     1803.     By  Rev.  Clark 
Brown. 

CATSKILL  is  the  fhire  town  of  the  county  of  Greene. 
It  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  miles  north  of 
the  city  of  New- York,  and  thirty-fix  fouth  of  Albany- 
It  was  formerly  part  of  the  town  of  Coxfackie,  which  was 
bounded  north  by  Albany,  fouth  by  Kingfton,  eaft  by 
Hudfon  river,  and  weft, by  unincorporated  lands. 

Catfkill  was  incorporated  into  a  town  in  the  year  1786"* 
It  then  belonged  to  the  county  of  Albany.  In  1797  it 
was  annexed  to  the  county  of  Ulfter.  In  1799  the  county 
of  Greene  was  incorporated,  and  Catfkill  was  made  the 
fhire  town. 

Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  north  by  Coxfackie,  fouth  by  Sagutyes* 
eaft  by  Hudfon  river,  and  weft  by  Canton.  It  extends 
along  the  river  thirteen  miles.  The  fouth  part  of  the 
town  extends  to  the  top  of  a  large  mountain,  connected 
with  a  ridge  of  mountains  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  Catlkill-mountains. 

Soil  and  Face  of  the  Land. 
The  foil  is  principally  of  a  clayey  nature.     In  almofi: 
every  part  of  the  town  there  is  clay  fuitable  for  the  mak- 
ing of  brick,    In  the  roads  and  ftreets  clay  may  be  dig- 

,   ged 
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ged  in  great  abundance.  The  foil  however  is  fomewhat 
interfperfed  with  fand  and  loam.  The  loam  in  fome  places 
lies  above  the  fand,  and  in  other,  the  fand  above  the  loam. 

The  land  is  generally  hilly,  and  in  fome  places  moun- 
tainous. There  are  in  the  town  lime  and  ftone  ledges  ; 
from  which  lime  and  flate  are  taken  for  building,  which 
renders  them  valuable. 

In  1797  feveral  acres  of  a  large  hill,  lying  on  the  weft 
of  Catfkill-creek,  Hid  off  all  at  once,  carrying  the  cattle 
and  fheep,  which  were  on  it,  feveral  rods,  without  injuring 
any  of  them.  This  opened  a  large  bed  of  marl,  which 
has  been  found  to  anfwer  a  good  purpofe  for  manure  ; 
within  a  few  rods  of  the  fpot,  velfels  which  draw  ten  feet 
of  water  can  come  with  convenience* 

Rivers,  Streams,  %f<r. 

On  the  eaft  is  the  Hudfon  river,  which  is  one  of  the  larg- 
eft  and  moft  commodious  rivers  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
navigable  for  any  fhip  to  Catfkill,  which  ever  entered  the 
harbour  of  the  city  of  New- York. 

The  Catfkill  river,  or  creek,  rifes  out  of  the  lake  in  a 
fwamp,  in  Scott's  Patent,  thirty-four  miles  from  where 
it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Hudfon.  About  twenty  -miles 
from  the  mouth,  it  is  interfered  by  the  Canton-kill,  which 
rifes  in  a  lake  on  the  height  of  Catfkill  mountains,  or  as 
fometimes  called  Blue  Mountains,  but  more  properly,  the 
Allegany.  To  thefe  ftreams  nature  has  been  more  liberal, 
in  many  refpecls,  than  perhaps  to  any  fmall  ftreams  on  the 
continent.  At  every  feafon  of  the  year  they  afford  fuf- 
ficiency  of  water.  They  abound  with  falls  and  dams, 
formed  by  nature,  far  fuperiour  for  ftrength  and  conven- 
ience to  any  made  by  art.  They  require  little  more  than 
a  fuitable  building  and  machinery,  to  fet  any  kind  of  wa- 
ter works  in  motion. 

At  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  town,  there  is  a  fall  of 
water  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  feet  perpendicular. 

About  four  miles  from  Catfkill  landing,  there  is  a  lake 
containing  between  forty  and  fifty  acres,  fituated  on  a 
mountain  of  confiderable  magnitude.  From  this  lake  if- 
fues  a  ftream  of  water  running  one  hundred  feet  under  a 
bed  of  limeftone,  whofe  height  is  thirty  feet  above  the  fur- 
face 


*topograghical  Defer  iption  of  CatfkllL  113 

face  of  the  lake.  After  running  about  half  of  a  mile,  it 
carries  a  faw,  grift,  and  fulling  mill,  all  of  which  are  erect- 
ed at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  which  is  the  lake. 

Roads. 

The  principal  road  is  the  Turnpike,  leading  from  Catk 
kill-landing  to  the  Sufquehannah  river*  a  diftance  of  about 
ninety  miles  ;  not  far  from  the  junction  of  the  Oleout 
with  the  Sufquehannah. 

From  the  village  of  Lunenburg,  which  lies  at  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  there  is  a  turnpike  road  extending  twen- 
ty-one miles  weft ;  at  which  diftance  it  approaches  within 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  Sufquehannah  turnpike,  and 
is  there  interfered  by  a  turnpike  from  Old  Schoharie, 
running  north  and  fouth. 

There  is  a  company  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  at 
the  laft  feffion,  for  the  purpofe  of  making,  agreeably  to 
petition,  a  turnpike  road  from  Albany  to  the  line  of  the 
ftate  of  New-Jerfey.  This  road  is  to  pafs  through  the 
villages  of  Lunenburg  and  Catlkill-landing.  In  its  whole 
extent  it  is  to  be  made  as  near  Hudfon  river,  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  admit. 

There  are  feveral  other  roads  of  a  more  private  nature, 
and  which  are  as  good,  as  they  are  in  general  in  old  fet- 
tled towns  in  Maffachufetts. 

timber. 

The  principal  timber  is  the  white  and  black  oak,  and 
the  yellow  and  white  pine.  Of  the  beft  kind  of  timber 
for  {hip-building  there  is  plenty.  Walnut  and  maple  are 
alfo  plenteous  ;  particularly  the  former,  which  is  confider- 
ed  the  moft  valuable  on  account  of  the  nuts,  which  it 
produces  in  great  abundance,  and  which  are  much  admir- 
ed for  their  mperiour  quality.  About  a  thoufand  buihela 
are  annually  exported  from  the  town* 

Produce. 

Wheat,  rye,  corn,  barley,  oats,  and  peas,  are  raifed,  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  foil  is  favourable  for  wheat.  A  large  quantity  is 
yearly  raifed  and  floured  for  the  New- York  market.  All 
kinds  of  fruit,  common  to  the  northern  ftates,  is  raifed  in 

vol.  ix,  Q  abundance. 
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abundance.     The  land  produces  excellent  grafs  for  pafiur* 
ing  and  hay.     Beef  and  pork  are  raifed  for  exportation. 

At  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  town,  black  fpruce  grows 
in  abundance,  from  which  a  large  quantity  of  the  eifence 
is  extracted  for  making  beer,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
exported. 

"Number  of  Inhabitants, 
There  are  between  live  and  fix  thoufand  inhabitants  in 
the  town,  the  majority  of  whom  are  from  the  New-Eng- 
land ftates.  There  are  feven  hundred  electors.  There  are 
numbers  of  Dutch,  and  between  feven  and  eight  hundred 
blacks.  Nearly  two  thoufand  inhabitants  are  in  Catfkill- 
landing,  living  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  each  other. 

Mills. 

There  are  feven  grift  mills,  and  about  the  iame  number 
of  faw  mills. 

Four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Catfkill  creek,  in  the 
village  of  Madifon,  ftands  a  flouring  mill,  lately  erected, 
belonging  to  Ira  Day  and  Company,  a  few  rotls  weft  of 
the  Sufquehannah  turnpike^  It  was  fet  in  motion  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1803.  It  is  the  moil  curious  and  complicated  piece 
of  machinery,  which  perhaps  is  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  It  daily  manufactures  between  five  and  fix  hun- 
dred bufhels  of  wheat  into  flour.  It  has  two  water 
wheels,  each  of  which  carries  two  ftoves  for  the  grinding 
of  the  wheat,  &c.  The  whole  of  the  wheat,  as  it  is  pur- 
chafed,  is  poured  into  a  hopper  containing  fifteen  bufhels, 
in  which  it  is  weighed,  the  hopper  being  erected  for  the 
purpofe  upon  a  fcale  fafhion.  Hence  it  defcends  into  dif- 
ferent bins,  according  to  its  quality  for  goodnefs,  conduct- 
ed by  different  fpouts.  From  thefe  bins  the  wheat  is  taken 
by  elevators,  and  is  conducted  through  fcrews,  fanning 
mills,  fmut  machines,,  into  the  hoppers  over  the  ftoves  for 
grinding.  After  having  defcended  into  a  long  trough,  it 
Is  conducted  up  into  the  bolts,  and  thence  to  a  large  cool- 
ing room,  and  there  cooled  by  ftirring  ;  after  which  it  is 
carried  into  a  room  for  packing.  All  thefe  various  opera- 
lions,  with  a  packing  fcrew,  are  performed  by  water,  ef- 
fected in  confequence  of  different  gear  by  the  two  large 
water  wheels  only.  Thefe  wheels  are  turned  with  rapid- 
ity* 
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ity,  with  not  more  than  half  the  quantity  of  water,  which 
is  neceffary  for  one  of  our  common  grift  mills.  The 
flour  made  in  this  mill  is  principally  fold  in  New- York. 

Villages, 

There  are  four  villages  in  the  town,  viz.  Madifon,  Jef- 
ferfon,  Lunenburg,  and  Catlkill-landing. 

Madison  is  a  fmall  village.  It  confifts  of  nine  dwelling 
houfes,  newly  and  neatly  built,  at  the  mill  before  defcribed, 
of  three  ftores,  one  publick  houfe,  and  a  few  other  fmall 
buildings.  There  is  kept  here  a  large  {lore  of  European 
and  Weft-India  goods.  This  village  will  fend  annually, 
according  to  prefent  calculation,  through  Catlkill-landing 
to  New- York,  between  fixty  and  feventy  thoufand  dollars 
worth  of  flour,  chiefly  belonging  to  Ira  Day  and  Compa- 
ny. It  is  a  place,  which  undoubtedly  muft  increafe  in 
fettlements  and  bulinefs  very  rapidly. 

Jefferson  is  alfo  a  new  village.  It  is  fltuated  about  two 
miles  north  of  Catfkill-landing,  and  about  the  fame  dis- 
tance fouth  of  Madifon.  It  confifts  of  ten  dwelling  houfes, 
three  ftores,  and  two  publick  houfes.  The  merchants  trade 
in  lumber,  which  they  receive  for  their  goods  j  the  moft 
of  which  is  fent  to  the  landing  for  fale. 

Lunenburg  is  fltuated  on  the  weft  bank  of  Hudfon 
river,  directly  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Hudfon,  command- 
ing a  beautiful  profpecl  of  its  buildings  and  {hipping.  It 
is  five  miles  north  of  Catlkill-landing.  It  contains  near 
a  hundred  buildings,,  including  dwelling  houfes,  ftores,  &c. 
The  fouth  part  of  this  village,  which  goes  by  the  name  of 
Lower  Purchafe,  is  in  a  very  flourifhing  fituation.  Be- 
tween this  and  the  Upper  Purchafe,  or  the  north  part  of 
Lunenburg,  there  is  a  fmall  diftancc  without  any  buildings. 
They  are  in  facl  two  feparate  villages  at  prefent,  though 
known  both  by  the  name  of  Lunenburg.  It  is  about  two 
years  fince  they  began  to  build  on  the  lower  purchafe.  It 
now  cojififts  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  buildings, 
erected  moftly  with  brick,  in  a  neat  and  well  finiftied  man- 
ner. It  is  already  a  place  of  considerable  bufinefs,  and  is 
conveniently  fltuated  for  navigation.  Several  wharves 
have  lately  been  built  out  into  the  river.  To  the  upper 
purchafe  the  inhabitants  have  given  the  name  of  Efpranv 

ija. 
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ija.  This  upper  purchafe  has  been  fettled  a  long  time. 
Several  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch.  They  are  faid  to 
poffefs  a  litigious  fpirit,  being  inclined  to  have  almoft  ev- 
ery trivial  controverfy  fettled  by  law.  The  writer  of  this 
has  been  creditably  informed,  that  in  this  village,  forty 
judgments  have  been  obtained  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
before  one  juftice  of  the  peace. 

Catskill-landing  is  the  principal  and  moft  noted 
place  in  the  town.  It  lies  on  Catikill  creek,  which  forms 
a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour  for  veffels.  The  creek  is 
narrow  and  deep  -7  but  no  veffel,  which  draws  more  than 
ten  feet  of  water,  can  come  ipto  it,  by  reafon  of  a  fand 
bar  near  its  junction  with  the  Hudfon  river.  The  pop- 
ulous part  of  the  village  at  prefent  is  nearly  half  of  a  mile 
from  the  Gnat  river.  There  are  twelve  wharves  built 
into  the  creek.  From  the  mouth  of  the  creek  jto  the 
north  part  of  the  village  the  courfe  is  north,  two  points 
weft. 

There  are  nearly  two  hundred  buildings  in  the  village  ; 
twelve  ware  houfes,  thirty-one  mercantile  ftores,  one 
court-houfe  and  jail  for  the  county,  a  printing  office,  and 
the  remainder  dwelling  houfes.  The  buildings  are  good  ; 
many  of  them  are  of  brick.  The  dwelling  houfes  are 
moftly  two  ftories  high.  Thofe,  which  are  not  built  of 
brick,  are  handfomely  painted. 

The  village  confifts  principally  of  two  rows  of  houfes, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  the  creek,  forming  one  large 
and  handfome  ftreet.  On  the  eaft  of  the  village  there  is 
a  large  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  houfes  are  built.  On 
its  eminence  ftand  the  court-houfe  and  jail.  The  top  of 
the  hill  being  level  and  convenient  for  building,  it  has 
been  laid  out  into  regular  ftreets  and  houfe  lots.  There 
is  but  one  dwelling  houfe  on  this  eminence,  which  was 
built  the  prefent  year.  This  houfe  commands  a  beautiful 
profpect  of  Hudfon  river,  arid  of  all  the  veffels  palling  up 
and  down  the  river.  AH  the  other  houfe  lots  on  this 
eminence  afford  an  equally  agreeable  profpect.  This  vil- 
lage is  watered  by  the  beft  of  fpring  water,  and  is  conduct- 
ed into  almoft  every  houfe  by  an  aqueduct. 

From  the  village  there  is  a  romantick  profpect.  of  all  the 
blue  mountains,  and  oi'  the  little  hills  upon  them.     This 

village 
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village  is  perhaps  unequalled,  in  point  of  fituation  for  the 
Weft-India  trade,  by  any  of  its  bignefs  on  the  continent. 
It  affords  in  great  abundance  every  article  for  exportation, 
and  almoft  every  article  neceffary  for  fliip-building.  A 
wharf  might  be  built  into  Hudfon  river  as  far  as  a  fmall 
ifland,  which  lies  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
fhore,  to  accommodate  the  trade  carried  on  by  navigation. 
A  wharf  might  be  built  here  with  little  expence,  as 
the  ground,  from  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  to  the  ifland, 
is  bare  at  low  water,  there  being  a  large  flat  between 
them.  Near  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland  is  the  channel  of 
the  river.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  uncommon  conve- 
niences for  the  Weft-India  trade,  the  inhabitants  have  nev- 
er engaged  in  it  ;  it  being  a  buiinefs  with  which  they  are 
wholly  unacquainted,  and  of  confequence  fearful,  that  they 
ihould  not  carry  it  on  with  fuccefs.  To  gentlemen  of 
property  acquainted  with  the  Weft-India  trade,  t^e  fitua- 
tion  and  profpects  afford  the  moft  ample  encouragement 
to  allure  them  here,  and  to  induce  them  immediately  to 
engage  in  the  bufinefs.  The  prefent  inhabitants  have  al- 
ready had  it  in  contemplation  to  build  a  wharf  out  as  far 
as  the  ifland  before  mentioned.  They  are  generally  pof- 
feffed  of  a  publick  and  enterpriiing  fpirit. 

Stages  and  Mails, 
•  After  the  fir  ft  of  O  Sober  next,  a  ftage  will  ftart  for 
Albany,  and  one  for  New- York,  on  every  Tuefday  and 
Friday,  and  others  from  the  fame  places  will  arrive  here 
on  the  fame  days.  Thefe  will  interfecl:  various*  other  lines 
of  ftages  from  the  different  parts  of  other  ftates.  The 
mail  goes  to,  and  returns  from,  Hudfon,  twice  a  week  by 
water.  There  is  alfo  a  mail  from  this  place  to  Tioga* 
point,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  which  is  commonly 
but  one  fortnight  going  and  coming. 

Amount  of  Exportation, 
From  the  town  there  is  annually  exported  to  the  city 
of  New- York,  between  three  and  four  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  worth  of  produce  ;  more  than  three  hundred  thou- 
fand of  which  go  from  Catfkill-landing. 

Bridge. 
The  only  bridge  of  any  considerable  magnitude  is  that, 

which 
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which  is  built  over  Catfkill  creek.  It  is  two  hundred  feet 
in  length.  It  has  a  draw,  through  which  veffels  pafs  to 
the  north  part  of  the  village.  It  is  a  place  of  refort  in  the 
warm  feafon  of  the  year  for  parties  of  pleafure.  It  affords 
a  beautiful  profped.  It  is  a  toll  bridge  j  over  which  the 
New- York  and  Albany  ftages  pafs. 

Fijhing  and  Fowling. 

Shad,  bafs,  herring,  flurgeon,  pike,  trout,  perch,  he, 
are  caught  in  Hudfon  river.  Various  kinds  of  fmall  fifh 
are  found  in  the  other  ftreams. 

Wild  geefe  and  ducks  are  found  very  plenteoufly  in  the 
fpring  and  autumn.  Thefe  and  wild  pigeons  are  the  chief 
fowls,  which  are  killed  for  ufe.  Fifhing  and  fowling  are 
under  no  reftri&ions,  but  free  for  any  one,. 

Increafe  of  landed  Property. 

Land,  which  was  fold  in  Catfkill-landing,  in  the  year 
1786,  for  ten  dollars  an  acre,  has  fince  been  fold  at  the  rate 
of  four  thoufand  dollars  an  acre.  Good  building  lots, 
confining  of  fixty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred  in  rear, 
are  now  felling  from  three  to  four  hundred  dollars,  by 
the  acre. 

Progreffon  of  Population  and  Bufinefs, 

In  Catfkill-landing  there  has  been  a  natural  progrefiivc 
increafe  of  bufinefs,  equal,  if  not  fuperiour,  to  any  on  Hud- 
fon river,  and  perhaps  to  any  in  this  country. 

In  the  ysar  1787  the  village  confifted  of  but  five  dwel- 
ling houfes,  and  one  ftore  ;  at  which  time  there  were  two 
floops  belonging  to  the  place,  which  were  employed  in 
carrying  lumber  to  New- York.  In  that  year  there  were 
but  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  bufhels  of  wheat,  fifteen 
thoufand  feet  of  lumber,  and  two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  of  pot  afh  exported  from  the  place.  In 
1792  the  village  confifted  cf  ten  buildings  \  one  coafting 
floop  of  between  fifty  and  fixty  tons  was  the  only  veffel, 
which  was  then  owned  in  the  place.  In  that  year  there 
were  only  fix  hundred  and  twenty-four  bufhels  of  wheat 
fent  from  the  place,  which  was  the  principal  article  of  ex- 
portation. In  1802  the  village  confifted  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  buildings  ;   at  which  time  twelve  veffels  were 

owned 
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owned  in  the  place,  which  were  employed  in  carrying  the 
produce  of  the  country  to  New- York.  Two  others  were 
employed  in  coafting  to  and  from  Boflon,  and  one  to  the 
fouthern  ftates.  The  navigation  increafes  in  proportion 
to  the  population.  In  that  year  ten  thoufand  bufhels  of 
wheat  were  exported.  The  exportation  of  pot  and  pearl 
afhes  has  increafed  in  proportion.  Between  fifteen  and 
fixteen  hundred  fleighs,  containing  chiefly  wheat  and  pot- 
am,  have  been  unloaded  in  the  village  in  one  day.  In  the 
village  Ihipping  to  the  amount  of  thirty-feven  thoufand 
tons  have  been  built,  in  one  year,  for  foreign  markets. 

Taking  into  confideration  the  many  advantages,  which 
this  village  enjoys  for  navigation  and  trade,  and  alfo  that 
the  turnpike  road  from  Salifbury  in  Connecticut  to  the 
Sufquehannah  river,  which  paffes  through  the  village,  a 
diftance  of  an  hundred  and  eleven  miles,  will  be  completed 
this  feafon  ;  the  inhabitants  may  reafonably  expect  a  ftili 
more  rapid  increafe  of  trade  and  population. 

Literature, 

There  are  fifteen  fchools  taught  in  the  town  ;  three  of 
which  are  in  the  Landing,  In  one  of  thefe  are  taught  the 
languages. 

There  is  a  well  regulated  library  in  the  Landing,  contain- 
ing fix  hundred  and  feventy-two  volumes  of  well  chofen 
books. 

There  are  two  clergymen  in  the  town  ;  one  at  the  Land* 
ing,  an  Epifcopalian,  and  the  other  a  Dutch  Prefbyterian, 
between  two  and  three  miles  weft  of  the  Landing. 

There  are  eight  licenfed  attornies  in  the  town,  and  fev- 
eral  merchants,  who  have  received  a  publick  education  % 
two  of  whom  have  been  regular  fettled  minifters  in  Con- 
neclicut, and  another  was  aTicenfed  candidate  preacher 
from  that  State.  Thefe  three  are  now  members  of  the 
Prefbyterian  church  in  Catikill-landing,  and  gentlemen  of 
reputable  characters. 

Churches. 

There  are  four  churches  in  the  town.  Two  at  the 
Landing  ;  one  Epifcopalian,  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Bradford 
is  the  minifter  ;  and  one  Preibyterian,  over  which  there  is 
ao  fettled  minifter.    One  h  m  the  village  of  Lunenburg,. 

which. 
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which  at  prefent  is  vacant  ;  and  one  between  two  and 
three  miles  weft  of  the  Landing,  over  which  Rev.  Mr. 
Laubaugh  is  the  minifter. 

Houfes  of  Publick  Worfhip. 

There  are  at  prefent  but  two  in  the  town,  which  belong 
to  the  two  Dutch  churches  and  focieties.  The  Epifco- 
palians  are  making  preparations  to  build  one  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  year*  The  Prefbyterian  fociety  intend  foon 
to  build  them  a  meeting-houfe,  and  to  fettle  a  minifter. 
At  prefent  they  meet  in  the  court-houfe  for  publick  wor- 
fhip. Several  wealthy  and  publick  fpirited  men  belong  to 
this  church  and  fociety.  m  n 


a  topographical  description  of  newtown,  in  the 
State  of  New- York.  August,  1803.  By  the 
Author  of  the  preceding  article* 

NEWTOWN  lies  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the 
county  of  Tioga.  It  is  a  half  fhire.*  The  town- 
fhip  is  thirteen  miles  fquare  ;  but  not  more  than  one  quar- 
ter of  the  land  is  under  improvement.  It  was  incorpo- 
rated in  the  year  1793. 

Boundaries. 
South  by  the  north  line  of  Pennfylvania,  in  north  lati- 
tude 42  ° .  ;  eaft  by  Chemung  ;  north  by  Catharines  ;  and 
weft  by  the  pre-emption  line,  bounding  the  eaft  part  of  a 
gore  of  land,  ceded  to  MaiTachufetts  by  the  legiflature  of  I 
New- York. 

Newtown  Village. 

The  village  lies  on  the  north  bank  of  Tioga  river.  The 
principal  ftreet  is  Water-ftreet  ;  the  houfes  and  ftores  on 
which  are  compact  :  they  ftand  fronting  the  river,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  four  rods.  There  are  two  other  ftreet  s  I 
laid  out,  parallel  to  Water-ftreet,  running  eaft  and  weft. 
From  Water-ftreet  there  are  eight  crofs  ftreets,,  leading 
north  into  the  two  other  long  ftreets  -y    but  the  greater  i 

part 
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*  The  Courts  for  the  county  fit  half  the  time  in  Chenengo,  fixty 
miles  from  Newtown. 
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part  of  the  buildings  are  as  yet  on  Water-ftreet,  extend- 
ing eaft  and  weft,  nearly  one  mile.  Moft  of  the  buildings 
have  been  erected  within  fix  years.  It  is  a  very  flouriih- 
ing  place.  There  is  a  large  country  already  fettled,  lying 
north  and  weft  of  it  ;  the  furplus  produce  of  which  is 
brought  to  it  for  market.  The  produce  of  the  country 
round  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  is  brought  here  to  be 
fent  down  the  Sufquehannah  river,  either  to  Baltimore  or 
to  fome  of  the  towns  north.  To  favour  the  intercourfe 
between  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes  and 
thofe  of  Newtown,  and  to  render  tranfportation  lefs  ex- 
penfive,  the  legislature  have  granted  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion for  making  a  turnpike  road,  extending  from  the  vil- 
lage to  the  lakes,  which  is  a  diftance  of  eighteen  miles.  It 
is  expected,  that  this  road  will  be  completed  by  the  au- 
tumn of  1804.  The  land  on  each  fide  of  the  road  is  good, 
except  a  few  miles  which  is  low  and  fwampy.  On  the 
front  of  the  village,  in  the  river,  there  is  a  fmall  ifland, 
containing  about  eight  acres.  It  is  long  and  narrow.  On 
it  are  growing  feveral  kinds  of  trees,  which  make  a  de- 
lightful made  in  the  hot  feafon  of  the  year.  It  is  a  retreat 
for  parties  of  pleafure. 

The  land  in  the  village,  on  Water-ftreet,  is  felling  from 
three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  dollars  by  the  acre.  The 
village  is  three  hundred  and  fixty-feven  miles  from  the 
Federal-city,  north,  15'.  eaft. 

Soil  and  Produce. 

■y.  The  foil  is  generally  good.  Near  the  river  it  is  of  a 
clayey  nature.  The  land  is  fuitable  for  grafs,  Englifh 
grain,  and  corn.  Moft  of  the  hay  is  made  from  good 
herds-grafs.  Large  quantities  of  wheat  are  raifed,  and 
fent  down  the  Sufquehannah  in  arks,  conftru&ed  for  the 
purpofe.  The  arks  carry  from  ten  to  fourteen  hundred 
bufhels  each.  Part  of  the  wheat  is  fent  to  Baltimore. 
Between  forty  and  fifty  thoufand  bufhels  are  fent  down 
the  Sufquehannah  from  Newtown  annually.  The  land  is 
very  favourable  for  raifing  ftock.  Fat  cattle  are  carried 
to  market  down  the  river  in  arks.  This  is  a  much  eafier 
and  cheaper  way  than  driving  them  by  land. 

The  principal  wood  is  the  oak?  walnut,  and  maple  ;  but 
vol.  ix.         R.  birch, 
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birch,  elm,  butter-nut,  and  pine,  are  not  fcarce.  Adjacent 
to  the  village,  for  little  more  than  a  mile  each  way,  the 
timber  is  moftly  pine  and  hemlock.  The  foil,  on  which 
this  grows,  is  not  ft>  clear  and  good  as  that  which  pro- 
duces hard  wood. 

Moil  of  the  pine  timber  is  fuitable  for  lumber,  a  confid-* 
erable  quantity  of  which  is  made,  and  fent  down  the  Suf- 
quehannah  in  rafts. 

The  country  at  prefent  does  not  produce  much  fruit. 
Peaches  are  more  common  than  apples.  In  a  few  years 
however  apples  will  be  plenty,  as  farmers  in  general  are 
paying  great  attention  to  nurferies  and  orchards.  There 
are  already  feveral  large  orchards  fet  out,  which  are  high- 
ry  flouriming  ;  feveral  of  which  begin  to  bear  fruit.  It  is 
therefore  probable,  that  cider  will  be  plenty  here  in  a  few 
years- 
Wild  apples  and  plumbs  are  found  in  abundance  in  the 
woods  in  autumn.  Thefe  make  excellent  preferves,  and 
are  gathered  for  this  purpofe  by  the  inhabitants.  The 
apple  is  about  as  large  as  a  fhagbark  walnut,  including  the 
bark.     It  is,  when  ripe,  hard  and  very  tart. 

The  plumb  is  palatable  and  fweet.     Some  of  them  are 
red,  and  others  are  yellow- 
Mandrakes  are  alfo  found   in  the  woods*     They  are 
gathered  and  preferved  for  fweetmeats. 

Several  thoufand  pounds  of  good  maple  fugar  are  made 
in  the  town  every  year.  It  is  likewife  made  in  the  adja- 
cent fettlements,  and  brought  into  Newtown  for  fale. 

Roads. 

The  roads  in  and  about  Newtown  are  very  good  ; 
much  better  than  they  are  generally  in  old  fettled  towns 
at  the  eaft  ward. 

Mountains. 

The  greater  part  of  the  land  is  level.  There  are  two- 
mountains  in  the  town.  The  larger  of  which  is  nearly 
four  miles  weft  of  the  village,  extending  north  and  fouth, 
and  inclining  two  points  and  an  half  eaft  from  the  north 
part  of  the  town  to  the  fouth.  The  other  is  one  mile  and 
an  half  eaft  of  the  village.  Its  courfe  is  alfo  north  and 
ibuth,  inclining  from  the  north  part  of  the  town,  as  it 

extends- 
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extends  to  the  fouth  part,  one  point  weft.  Thefe  moun- 
tains are  covered  with  brufh  wood  and  trees.  They  are 
veiy  fteep,  and  incapable  of  much  impovement,  particular- 
ly that  on  the  weft  of  the  village.  They  however  occupy 
Jput  a  fmall  proportion  of  the  town. 

Streams. 

The  Tioga  river  runs  through  the  town  from  the  weft 
to  the  eaft,  inclining,  after  it  paffes  the  village,  almoft  a 
fouth-eaft  courfe.  It  empties  into  the  Sufquehannah  at  Tio- 
ga Point,  in  theftate  of  Pennfylvania, Tat.  41  °.  $f.  twenty 
miles  from  Newtown  village.  By  it  the  inhabitants  have 
connexion,  and  maintain  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
towns  on  the  Sufquehannah,  as  far  fouth  as  Baltimore,  in 
the  ftate  of  Maryland.  It  is  navigable  for  boats,  which 
carry  from  twenty  to  five-and-twenty  tons,  as  far  as  the 
town,  called  Painted-Poft,#  eighteen  miles  weft  of  the  vil- 
lage. At  this  place,  there  is  a  junction  of  two  ftreams, 
forming  the  Tioga  river  ;  one  of  which  comes  from  the 
jiorth-eaft,  and  the  other  about  one  point  fouth  of  weft. 

There  are  two  other  ftreams,  one  of  which  is  called 
Newtown  creek,  and  the  other  Seeby's  creek.  They  both 
empty  into  Tioga  river,  Newtown  creek  rifes  fouth  of 
the  Seneca  lake.  Its  courfe  is  almoft  due  fouth.  It  falls 
into  the  Tioga  river  at  the  eaft  part  of  the  village,  forming 
by  its  junction  with  the  river  what  is  called  Newtown 
Point.  It  is  a  permanent  ftream,  having  its  rife  from 
durable  fprings.     On  it  ftand  feveral  grift  and  faw  mills. 

Seeby's  creek,  fo  called,  is  a  much  fmaller  ftream.  Its 
courfe  is  by  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain,  already  defcrib- 
ed,  which  lies  on  the  weft  of  the  village.  It  empties  into 
the  Tioga  river,  at  the  fouth  part  of  the  town.  It  is  called 
Seeby's  creek,  in  confequence  of  a  number  of  families,  by 
name  Seeby,  originally  fettling  near  it.  The  land  eaft  of 
it,  on  which  the  fettlements  and  improvements  are,  is  ex- 
cellent. 
^ - In 

*  Called  by  this  name,  in  confequence  of  its  being  the  place  where 
the  different  tribes  of  Indians,  living  in  this  part  of  the  country,  were 
accuftomed  to  afTemble  to  hold  their  councils  and  make  their  treaties* 
Here  they  erected  a  large  poft,  and  painted  it  red  ;  that  it  might  more 
eafily  be  known  at  wfrat  place  to  affemble)    It  is  in  the  county  of  Steuben* 
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In  Tioga  river  and  in  Newtown  creek  there  are  caught 
feveral  kinds  of  frefh  water  fifh  ;  viz.  chub,  pickerel, 
perch,  and  trout.  In  the  river,  fhad  are  caught  in  the 
fpring  :  alfo  a  frefh  water  fifh  called  Ofwego  bafs,*  which 
weighs  from  four  to  twelve  pounds. 

Salt. 

The  fait  ufed  in  this  and  the  adjacent  fettlements,  is 
brought  in  waggons  from  the  fouthern  part  of  the  Seneca 
lake,  which  is  eighteen  miles  from  Newtown  village.  It 
is  made  at  the  Onondago  lake,  which  lies  twenty-feven 
miles  north-weft  from  the  north  end  of  Seneca  lake. 
Within  eight  miles  hence,  the  fait  is  brought  in  boats  in 
the  Seneca  river,  at  the  place  where  it  is  joined  by  the 
Scayace  river  ;  it  being  no  farther  beatable  towards  the 
lake.f  From  this  place  it  is  carried  to  the  north  end  of 
the  Seneca  lake  in  waggons,  and  then  to  the  fouth  end,  a 
diftance  of  forty  miles,  in  a  floop  of  forty  tons.  The  fait 
Js  much  lighter,  than  that  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  -, 
but  it  is  in  general  much  clearer  and  whiter.  The  fait 
fpring  is  within  a  half  mile  of  the  Onondago  lake  ;  the 
water  of  which  is  falter  than  that  of  the  ocean.  "  It  con- 
ftantly  emits  water  in  fufficient  quantity  for  works  of  any 
extent."  It  is  fuppofed,  that  there  are  fait  fprings  in 
Newtown,  about  eight  miles  north  of  the  village.  Should 
this  prove  to  be  a  certainty,  fait  works  will  be  immediate- 
ly ere&ed  there. 

Price  of  Land. 

The  cleared  and  improved  lands  are  as  clear  as  they  are 
in  old  fettled  country  towns  in  Connecticut  and  Maffachu- 
fetts.  The  new  land,  about  fix  miles  from  the  village,  is 
from  twenty  to  twenty-four  Ihillings,  York  currency,  by 
the  acre.  Lots  are  fold  on  fix  years  credit  ;  and  three 
years  without  intereft.  The  quality  of  the  land  is  good, 
and  eafily  cleared.  It  affords  great  encouragement  to 
thofe  who  wifh  to  purchafe  new  farms.     There  is  fcarcely 

any 

'    *  Called  by  this  name,  becaufe  they  were  firfl  caught  in  the  Ofwego 
river,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario. 

f  The  Seneca  river  has  its  chief  or  original  fource  in  the  lake  of  that 
name.  It  does  not  become  boatable  until  it  advances  eight  miles  to- 
wards the  Oaondago,  at  the  place,  where  it  receives  the  Scayace  river. 
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any  cleared  and  improved  land,  except  fmall  lots  in  the 
village,  for  fale  in  the  town.  The  country  is  confidered 
very  healthful. 

Number  of  Inhabitants. 

,  There  are  two  thoufand  four  hundred  inhabitants  in 
Newtown.  Thefe  conftitute  about  three  hundred  families. 
There  are  two  hundred  eighty  electors.  There  is  not  a 
perfon  fo  poor  as  to  be  fupported  by  the  town.  Moft  of 
the  inhabitants,  except  thofe  in  the  village,  where  the 
greater  part  are  mechanicks,  merchants,  and  profeffional 
characters,  are  fupported  by  agriculture.  The  inhabitants 
are  rapidly  multiplying  every  year,  by  new  fettlers.  Me- 
chanicks are  wanted,  efpecially  blackfmiths  and  carpenters. 

Mills  and  Dijlilleries. 

There  is  as  yet  hardly  a  fufficient  number  of  faw  mills 
to  cut  the  lumber  which  is  wanted,  nor  of  grift  mills  to 
grind  the  grain  which  is  ufed  in  the  town. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  there  is  to  be  erected 
a  flour  mill,  at  the  north  end  of  Water-ftreet,  on  a  large 
and  improved  plan,  in  which  flour  of  the  beft  quality  will 
be  made  for  the  fouthern  markets. 

There  are  feven  diftilleries  ;  one  of  which,  two  miles 
eaft  of  the  village,  is  on  a  new  plan,  as  fecured  to  the  in- 
ventor by  patent  from  Congrefs.  The  greater  part  of  the 
fpirits,  which  is  whifkey,  is  fold  to  the  inhabitants  living 
on  the  Sufquehannah  river.  Some  of  it  is  fent  down  to 
Baltimore. 

Schools. 

Parents  are  careful  not  to  employ  any  but  fuitable  per- 
fons  for  inftruclers  to  their  children  ;  fuch  as  are  of  good 
morals,  and  have  an  acquaintance  with  the  rules  of  read- 
ing, pronunciation,  and  grammar.  Confidering  there  is 
no  law  in  the  ftate,  pointing  out  the  qualifications  of 
fchooimafters,  or  in  any  way  regulating  common  fchools, 
the  conduct  of  parents  in  Newtown,  in  this  refpecl,  mull 
be  confidered  laudable,  and  highly  worthy  of  imitation. 

It  is  probable  that  there  will  be  an  Academy  eftablifhed 
in  Newtown  village  in  a  few  years.  There  are  fever al 
gentlemen  who  are  now  anxious  to  have  fome  of  their 
children  taught  the  languages. 

Religion* 
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Religion, 
Rev.  Daniel  Thacher,  a  Prefbyterian  minifter,*  from 
the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  formed  a  church  in  Newtown, 
about  fix  years  paft.  The  church  is  very  fmall,  confifting 
only  of  about  fourteen  members.  It  was  formed  upon  the 
Preibyterian  plan,  and  upon  the  Weftminfter's  confeffion  of 
faith.  But  the  majority  of  the  people  are  men  of  liberal 
fentiments,  and  defirous  of  procuring  a  Congregational 
minifter.  They  have  aflociated  accordingly  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  fupporting  the  publick  privileges  of  the  gofpeL 
They  have  formed  and  figned  a  conftitution,  by  which 
they  have  feverally  bound  themfelves  to  pay  what  they 
have  fubfcribed  to  the  minifter,  whom  the  majority  of  a 
committee,  confifting  of  fifteen  chofen  for  the  purpofe, 
ihall  procure  and  eftablifh  in  the  place.  The  committee 
are  to  obligate  themfelves  to  fee  the  contract,  with  the 
minifter  fulfilled.  They  do  not  propofe  to  have  the  min^ 
ifter,  whom  they  fliall  procure,  confecrated  in  particular 
over  the  prefent  church  5  but  to  adminifter  the  ordinances 
to  them,  if  they  fhould  wiih  it.  If  the  male  members  of 
the  prefent  church  fhould  infift  upon  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  belief  in  the  Weftminfter's  confeffion  of  faith,  as  an 
indifpenfable  condition  for  admiffion  into  the  church,  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  new  church  eftablifhed  upon  a  more 
liberal  plan  :  fb  that  others,  who  cannot  give  their  full 
affent  to  its  articles  of  faith,  may  not,  on  this  account,  be 
debarred  the  enjoyment  of  ecclefiaftical  ordinances. 

Place  of  Publick  Worflrip, 

The  ufual  place  for  public^  worfhip  at  prefent  is  the 
court-houfe.  But  they  purpofe,  as  foon  as  they  can  pro- 
cure a  clergyman  whom  they  would  wifh  to  fettle,  to 
build  a  meeting-houfe  ;  to  do  which,  the  prefent  affocia- 
tion  for  the  fupport  of  publick  worfhip  are  abundantly 
able. 

The  weftern  wildernefs,  in  a  civil  and  moral  fenfe,  is 
beginning  to  bloffom  like  the  rofe.  m  n 

*  Mr.  Thacher  was  fent  out  a  miffionary  by  the  General  Aflembly  of 
the  Prefbyterian  Clergy  of  the  United  States,  to  preach  and  form 
churches  in  new  fettlements.  He  is  now  dead.  He  was  faid  to  be  a 
pious  man. 
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A  Topographical  Description  of  Brimfield,  by  the 
Author  of  the  two  preceding  Articles.  June, 
1803. 

BRIMFIELD  lies  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  Maffa- 
chufetts,  feventy-five  miles  fouth-weft  by  weft  from 
Bofton,  and  thirty-four  fouth-eaft  by  eaft  from  North- 
ampton, the  firire  town  of  the  county. 

Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  by  Worcefter  county  twelve  miles  and 
twenty-two  rods  :  viz.  eafl  by  Sturbridge,  four  miles  and 
'three  quarters  and  twenty  rods ;  north-eaft  by  a  fmall  corner 
of  Brookfield,  one  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  north  by  Weftern, 
feven  miles  and  an  half.  It  is  bounded  by  Palmer  and 
Monfon*  on  the  weft,  three  miles  on  the  former,  and  three 
miles  and  a  quarter  and  forty  rods  on  the  latter  ;  and 
fouth  by  South-Brimfield  and  Holland,  three  miles  and 
three  quarters  and  twenty  rods  on  the  former,  and  two 
miles  and  three  quarters  and  ten  rods  on  the  latter.  The 
line  between  Brimfield  and  Sturbridge  is  ftrait  :  from  the 
fouth  to  the  north,  it  inclines  6  ° .  30'.  eaft.  From  the  north- 
eaft  corner  of  the  town,  the  feparating  line  from  Weftern 
was  firft  weft,  150.  fouth,  three  miles  and  a  quarter  and 
two  rods  ;  then  north,  40.  weft,  one  half  of  a  mile  ;  and 
then  weft,  230.  north,  three  miles  and  an  half ;  thence  on 
to  the  fouth,  Chickope  riverf  divides  the  town  from 
Palmer  for  three  miles,  when  it  ftrikes  the  north-eaft  cor- 
ner of  Monfon  5  from  which,  the  line  runs  fouth,  50.  eaft, 
which  feparates  the  town  from  Monfon  :  the  line  on  the 
fouth,  which  feparates  the  town  from  South-Brimfield 
and  Holland,  is  ftrait  ;  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  point,  It 
inclines  only  about  8°.  30'.  north. 

Upon  an  average,  the  town  is  about  fix  miles  in  length 
and  five  in  breadth. 

It  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Court,  July  14th, 
1 73 1.      It  then  included   Monfon,   South-Brimfield,  and 

Holland, 


*  Do&or  Morfe,  in  his  American  Gazetteer,  has  made  a  miftake  m 
faying  that  Monfon  lies  eaft  of  Brimfield. 

f  See  the  defcription  and  courfe  of  the  river,  under  Streams,  &c* 
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Holland,  and  part  of  Weftern,  now  in  Worcefler  county. 
It  began  to  be  fettled  in  the  year  1701. 

Soil.     Wood.     Produce. 

The  foil  is  much  preferable  to  that  of  the  adjacent 
towns.  There  is  very  little  unimproved  land  in  the  town. 
There  is  about  one  thoufand  acres  of  tillage  land,  and  up- 
wards of  eight  hundred  of  good  upland  mowing. 

The  black  and  white  oak  is  the  mofi:  common  wood  : 
there  is  not  much  pine  and  hemlock  ;  but  there  is  a  con- 
liderable  quantity  of  chefnut,  butternut,  birch,  and  maple. 
Firewood  is  growing  fcarce  ;  it  is  generally  fold  for  one 
dollar  and  feventeen  cents  a  cord  in  the  middle  of  the. 
town. 

The  principal  part  of  the  produce  raifed  in  the  town 
confifts  in  rye,  corn,  beans,  butter,  beef,  and  pork  :  the 
four  laft  are  moll  of  the  articles,  which  are  carried  to  mar- 
ket. The  inhabitants  generally  trade  at  Bofton.  Moft  of 
the  farmers  carry  their  own  produce  to  market.  There 
is  but  little  wheat  raifed  in  the  town,  not  fo  much  as  is 
confumed  by  the  inhabitants.  A  fmall  quantity  only  of 
cheefe  is  made  for  market,  and  that  not  of  the  belt  quality. 
The  dairies  are  fmall.  There  are  but  few  large  farms. 
The  butter,  which  is  carried  to  market,  is  generally  of  an 
excellent  quality. 

The  inhabitants  principally  get  their  living  by  farming.  I 
There  are  but  few  tradesmen,  not  fo  many  as  are  really 
wanted.  The  land  naturally  being  fertile,  and  eafy  to 
improve,  the  inhabitants  have  never  been  diftinguifhed 
for  induftry  :  the  farms  are  poorly  fenced  ;  and  few 
only  are  under  proper  improvement.  Double  the  num-' 
ber  of  inhabitants  might  be  fupported  in  the  town  by  ag- 
riculture were  the  farms  as  well  managed,  as  they  are  in 
Sturbridge,  an  adjacent  townfhip,  where  the  foil  is  not 
half  fo  good.  Were  the  inhabitants  more  ambitious  to 
excel  in  agriculture,  and  to  encourage  tradefmen  to  fettle 
among  them,  the  town  would  affume  a  very  different  afpeel:. 

Its  manufactories  and  publick  buildings,  which  are  ne- 
cefTary  to  render  any  town  flourifhing  and  refpectable, 
have  been  neglected. 

There  have  been  propofals  made  to  the  inhabitants  by 

thofe 
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thofe  of  other  towns,  to  have  turnpike  roads  f>afs  through 
the  town  ;  particularly  the  one  which  is  already  corn- 
pleated  from  Norwich  to  Stafford,  in  Connecticut,  and 
which  is  to  be  extended  to  Dartmouth  College  ;  but  the 
propofals  were  not  treated  with  much  attention  by  the 
moil  wealthy  part  of  the  inhabitants.  They  aft  with  re- 
fpect  to  almoft  all  publick  inftitutions,  as  if  they  thought 
the  property,  expended  upon  them,  was  in  effect  thrown 
away. 

Buildings. 

There  is  one  gin  diftillery,  four  faw  mills,  and  four* 
grift  mills  ;  but  none  of  flour  in  the  middle  of  the  town. 

There  is  but  one  houfe  for  publick  worfhip,  which  has 
been  built  upwards  of  fixty  years.  It  is  fmall  and  inel- 
egant. It  ftands  on  a  beautiful  rife  of  ground,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  town,  gradually  defending  as  you  go  from  the 
houfe  on  every  fide,  and  fubfiding  after  a  few  rods  into 
level  ground; 

There  are  ten  diftricls  for  fchoois,  and  nine  fchool- 
houfes  ;  but  the  fchool-houfes  are  moftly  out  of  repair. 
The  one  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  fmall,  very  incon- 
venient, and  quite  old  :  and  although  there  are  nearly  one 
hundred  fcholars  belonging  to  the  diftrict,  its  inhabitants 
cannot  be  convinced  at  prefent  of  the  neceffity  of  erecting 
a  new  one  of  a  larger  and  more  convenient  fize* 

Except  {xk.  two  ftory  dwelling-houfes,  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  which  are  finifhed  and  liandfomely  painted,  and 
about  twenty  others  in  different  parts  of  the  place,  the 
houfes  are  fmall  and  mean*  It  may,  however,  be  reafon- 
ably  expected,  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  town  will  appear 
much  more  refpe&able  as  to  its  buildings. 

Streams  and  Pondsi 

The  town  is  well  watered.  Chickapee  river,  which  has 
its  rife  in  a  large  pond,  in  the!  fouth  parifh  in  Brookfield, 
feparates  Brimfield  from  Palmer  for  the  diftance  of  three 
miles  ;  it  ftrikes  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  tov/n  \  from 
which  its  general  courfe  is  fouth,  160.  weft,  until  it  comes 
to  the  north-weft  corner  of  Monfon,  when  it  turns  off  to 
the  weft  :  it  empties  into  Connecticut  river  in  Springfield. 

Quinabogue  river  runs  through  the  fouth-eaft  part  of 
.toL,  ix#         S  the 
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the  town.  It  rifes  in  Union,  in  Connecticut,  ruas  through 
Holland  into  Brimfield,  then  into  Sturbridge,  and  fo  on 
till  it  empties  into  Thames  river,  near  Norwich  landings 
Connecticut.  Its  courfe  is  very  crooked.  It  runs  near 
north,  till  it  comes  into  Brimfield  ;  then  nearly  eaft,  till  it 
gets  into  Sturbridge,  where  it  takes  about  a  fouth-eaft 
courfe. 

This  river  receives  another,  about  half  as  large,  one 
mile  and  an  half  before  it  runs  into  Sturbridge.  This  lat- 
ter ftream  is  compofed  of  fever  al  fmaller  fir  earns  :  one 
from  a  pond,  lying  north  from  the  Town  plat,  which  runs 
fouth  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  crofies  the  Townplat 
about  half  of  a  quarter  mile  eaft  of  the  meeting-houfe  ;  it 
then  turns  off,  fouth-eaft,  and  unites  after  a  few  rods  with 
another  flream  which  comes  from  the  fouth  part  of  the 
town  :  thefe  two  being  thus  united,  and  conftituting  one 
flream,  receive  another,  nearly  as  large-  as  both  of  themy 
from  South-Brimneld,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  meeting-houfe  ;  which  being  united,  the  courfe  is  eaft, 
two  points  fouth,  until  it  empties  into  the  Quinabogue, 
one  mile  and  an  half  before  it  comes  to  the  Sturbridge 
line,  as  before  obferved. 

There  are  two  ponds  in  the  town  :  one  of  which,  the 
largeft,  is  about  one  mile  north,  220.  .30'.  eaft,  from  the 
Townplat,  on  the  road  to  the  fouth  parifh  in  Brookfield. 
It  contains  about  lixty  acres.  From  it  large  quantities  of 
clay  are  taken,  with  which  excellent  bricks  are  made. 
The  other,  which  is  called  Allum  Pond,  in  confequence  of 
its  very  folid  white  bottom,  and  the  water  being  very 
clear,  is  two  miles  and  an  half  eaft  of  the  Townplat  :  it 
contains  about  forty  acres.  From  it  a  fmall  ftream  runs 
eaft  into  Sturbridge.  They  both  abound  with  the  fifh 
and  eels  common  to  frefh  ponds. 

Townplat ,  Roads,  &c* 

The  Townplat  is  beautifully  fituated.  The  roads  from 
Sturbridge,  South-Brimfield,  Holland,  Monfon,  Palmer, 
Weftern,  and  Brookfield,  all  centre  at,  and  pafs  through 
it.  It  is  moftly  furrounded  by  hills,  at  different  diftances 
and  of  different  magnitudes.  There  are  two  roads  lead- 
ing, from  it  to  the  northward  5  one  to  Weftern  and  to  the- 
<  weft- 
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weft  parifli  in  Brookfield  ;  and  the  other  to  the  fouth 
parifh  in  Brookfield,  which  is  the  Bofton  road.  The  for- 
mer runs  almoft  directly  north  for  two  miles,  at  which 
diftance  it  turns  off  to  the  north-weft,  and  from  the  fame 
place  there  is  a  crofs  road  leading  to  Weftern  city,  fo 
called,  which  runs  north  one  point  weft. 

The  other  road,  leading  northward  from  the  Townplat, 
runs  north,  22  °.  30'.  eaft;  and  then  -turns  off  to  the 
north-eaft.  The  road,  leading  from  the  north-weft  corner 
of  Sturbridge,  comes  into  this  road  four  miles  from  the 
Townplat  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  Weftern.  From  the 
Townplat,  for  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  thefe 
two  northern  roads  are  only  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  each  other  ;  but  they  are  feparated  by  a  hill,  which 
is  very  fteep  on  the  eaft  fide  :  they  are  connected  by  a 
crois  road,  which  however  is  very  fteep,  riling  from  the 
eaft  to  the  weft,  being  almoft  impaffable  for  teams  and  car- 
riages. The  eaft  road  is  very  level  for  one  mile.  This  is 
the  moft  direct  road  to  Bofton  from  Monfon,  South-Brim- 
field, and  Holland. 

The  road  leading  to  Monfon  and  Palmer,  and  through 
one  part  of  Palmer  to  Springfield,  and  through  another 
part  to  Northampton,  &c.  runs  weft,  22°.  30'.  north  :  the 
meeting-houfe  ftands  fronting  this  road,  a  few  rods  north 
of  it. 

The  road  to  Sturbridge,  &c.  is  eaft  one  point,  or  n°. 
15'.  fouth. 

The  road  to  South-Brimfield,  and  fo  on  to  Stafford,  in 
Connecticut,  is  fouth  for  three  ^tttoters  of  a  mile,  and 
then  fouth,  one  point  weft  :  andrto  Holland,  and  fo  on  to 
Union,  in  Connecticut,  at  the  fame  place  wrhere  it  fepa- 
rates  from  the  South-Brimfield  road,  is  fouth,  i°.  30'.  eaft, 
for  one  mile  and  three  quarters,  ard  then  fouth  one  mile 
unto  Holland,  inclining  in  its  general  courfe  half  of  a 
point  to  the  weft. 

About  two  miles  weft  of  the  Townplat,  there  is  a  large 
and  fteep  eminence,  called  by  the  inhabitants,  Weft.  Moun- 
tain^ on  which  there  is  a  large  high  rock  :  from  this  rock 
there  is  a  very  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpect  exhib- 
ited, the  neighbouring  towns  and  their  houfes  of  wor- 
fhip  riling  to  view. 

Number 
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Number  of  Inhabitants. 

There  are  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  in- 
habitants in  the  town  ;  among  whom  there  is  an  uncom- 
mon proportion  upwards  of  feventy  years  of  age. 

The  town  is  confidered  healthful.  '  It  has  proved  fo  to 
the  writer  of  this,  who  upon  his  fettlement  in  the  town 
was  an  invalid,  weak  and  fpare,  but  now  flelhy  and  healthy. 

There  have  been  no  very  remarkable  inftances  of  lon- 
gevity in  the  town.  The  moft  remarkable^  which  has 
ever  happened,  was  Mr.  Jofeph  Morgan  :  he  died  in  the 
winter  of  1798,  aged  ninety-five.  He  retained  his  mental 
faculties,  and  his  bodily  powers,  to  the  laft  hour  of  his 
life  :  his  memory  was  very  tenacious  i  he  could  relate 
with  precifion  things  and  events  which  took  place  in  his 
youth. 

There  have  only  two  hundred  and  eighty  perfons  died 
in  the  town  for  fourteen  years  paft,  ending  December 
31ft,  1802.  The  population  of  the  town  does  »ot  in- 
creafe,  on  account  of  the  fpirit  of  emigration,  which  has 
prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  for  feveral  years  paft. 
"Within  about  four  years,  nearly  forty  families  have  re- 
moved into  the  new  fettlements  at  the  weft  ward.  Were 
it  not  for  this,  and  the  want  of  fome  enterprizing  and 
publick-fpirited  men,  with  fome  more  induftrious  trades- 
men and  farmers,  the  place  would  foon  become  one  of 
the  moft  flourifhing  and  beautiful  towns  in  the  county, 
except  a  few  of  thofe  on  Conne&icut  river. 

literary  Characters. 

The  town  has  not  been  diftinguifhed  for  many  charac- 
ters of  extenfive  erudition.  There  have  been  four  minif- 
ters  of  publick  education  ordained  over  the  church  and 
congregation  in  the  town,  memoirs  of  whom  fhall  hereaf- 
ter be  given. 

Hon.  Timothy  Danielfon,  Efq.  was  diftinguifhed  as  a 
literary  and  publick  character.  He  was  a  brigadier-gene- 
ral, a  juftice  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  a  fenator 
for  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  during  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  and  graduated  in  the 
year  1756.  He  ftudied  divinity,  and  preached  one  fermon 
only,  and  that  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridgham  of  this  town. 

He 
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He  died  September  19th,  1791.  His  widow,  who  was  left 
young  and  in  affluent  circumftances,  married  Gapt.  Wik 
liam  Eaton,  late  conful  from  the  United  States  to  the 
kingdom  of  Tunis.  Capt.  Eaton  is  a  gentleman  of  liberal 
education,  and  diftinguifhed  talents.  He  was  educated  at 
Dartmouth  College. 

Abner  Morgan  and  Stephen  Pyncheon,  Efqrs.  attornies 
at  law,  are  gentlemen  of  liberal  education  :  the  former 
was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  and  the  latter  at  Yale 
College. 

iVfri,  Abner  Stebbins  educated  a  fon  at  Yale  College,  who 
was  a  tutor  there  for  feveral  years  :  he  is  now  an  attorney 
at  law,  in  New-Milford,  Lincoln  county,  Diftricl:  of 
Maine. 

Dr.  Jofeph  Moffett  educated  his  eldeft  fon  at  Dartmouth* 
He  is  now  fettled  as  a  phyfician  in  Danville,  Vermont. 

Deacon  Ebenezer  Fairbanks  educated  a  fon  at  Yale  Col- 
lege, who  is  now  and  has  been  for  feveral  years  a  licenfed 
candidate  preacher. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Morgan  has  given  a  publick  education 
to  an  only  fon  :  he  graduated  at  Union  College  laft 
May. 

Mr.  Caleb  Sherman,  whofe  parents  are  dead,  will  grad- 
uate at  Providence  College  the  next  commencement. 

Schools.  \ 

It  has  been  too  much  the  cuftom  in  this  town,  as  it  has 
been  in  feveral  other  country  towns,  to  hire  cheap  fchool- 
mafters,  This  being  the  general  principle,  upon  which 
the  committees  of  diftricls  proceed,  it  cannot  reafon- 
ably  be  expected,  that  proper  perf6ns  fhould  always  be 
engaged  as  inftruders,  Add  to  this,  that  there  is  no 
one  fchool  taught  through  the  year,  and  no  one  kept 
in  the  fummer  feafon,  except  by  young  women  for  little 
girls  and  boys,  and  alfo  that  the  felectmen  of  the  town* 
and  the  committees  of  diftridts,  are  altogether  negligent  of 
their  duty  in  vifiting  the  fchools  and  cauling  the  fcholars 
to  be  examined  ;  the  confequence  muft  be,  that  in  all  fuch 
fchools  there  muft  be  great  deficiency.  But  notwithstand- 
ing all  this  neglect  and  delinquency,  the  fchools  are  under 
much  better  regulations  than  they  were  a  few  years  paft. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  the  inftructers,  who  are  employed  in  the  winter 
feafon,  have  a  general  acquaintance  with  grammar  and 
arithmetick,  and  alfo  a  general  knowledge  of  the  rules  of 
reading,  pronunciation,  and  of  the  other  branches,  taught 
in  our  common  Englifh  fchools.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  and 
it  may  reafonably  be  expected,  that  a  much  greater  atten* 
tion  will  yet  be  paid  to  the  fchools,  and  confequently  to 
the  morals  and  abilities  of  thofe  whom  they  {hall  employ 
as  teachers. 

Libraries, 

There  was  a  library  eftabliihed  in  town  near  thirty  years 
pail  ;  a  confiderable  part  of  which  confifted  in  old  fchool 
divinity  ;  the  books  are  moftly  worn  out,  and  many  of 
them  wholly  deftroyed,  There  have  been  no  additions 
made  to  it  for  feveral  years  :  the  prefent  proprietors  pay 
little  or  no  attention  to  the  rules  and  reftri&ions  upon 
which  it  was  originally  eftabliihed. 

About  four  years  paft,  a  new  one  was  eftabliihed  ;  the 
proprietors  of  which  are  incorporated,  according  to  an 
act  of  the  Legiflature  provided  for  the  incorporation  of 
fuch  aiTociations,  It  confifts  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
volumes  judiciouily  felecled.  But  it  is  painful  to  obferve 
this  very  ufeful  and  laudable  eftablifhment  finding  but  lit- 
tle encouragement  from  the  wealthier!:  part  of  the  town* 
Hence  it  muft  be  inferred,  that  publick  inftitutions  are 
aot  much  encouraged  by  charitable  donations. 

JLcclefiafkical  Affairs* 

The  churph  records  having  been  deftroyed,  during  the 
miniftry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bridgham,  at  the  time  his  houfe 
was  burned,  it  canno?  be  afcertained  when  the  church  was 
gathered,  nor  when  the  firft  minifter  was  ordained. 

Rev.  Richard  Treat  was  the  firft  fettled  minifter.  He 
was  difmiffed  from  his  paftoral  relation  to  the  church, 
March  25,  1734. 

Rev.  James  Bridgham,  a  native  of  Bofton,  was  his  fuc- 
ceflbr.  He  was  ordained  June  9,  1736.  He  was  ^radu^ 
ated  at  Harvard  College,  in  1726.  He  died  Sept.  17, 
1776,  aged  69.  He  was  faid  to  pofTefs  moderate  powers 
of  elocution,  but  extenfive  learning. 

Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  who  was  was  alfo  an  alumnus 

of 


Topographical  Defcription  of  Brimfield.  i$$ 

of  Harvard  College  in  1769,  was  ordained  colleague  with 
Mr.  Bridgham,  Feb.  9,  1775.  He  died  Nov.  16,  1796* 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  miniftry,  he  fuffered  fome- 
what  through  the  difaffe&ion  of  part  of  his  flock,  who 
employed  as  preachers  illiterate  itinerants.  But  he  uni- 
formly fuftained  the  character  of  a  pious  and  learned  min- 
ifter,  and  was  highly  refpected  by  all  his  acquaintances- 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  ;  and  a  volume  of  his  fermons,  fince  his  death, 
has  been  given  to  the  publick.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
grave  of  this  refpe&ed  minifter  will  not  be  neglected,  like 
that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bridgham,  which,  for  want  of  a  Hone, 
cannot  be  found. 

Rev.  Clark  Brown,  who  was  fifft  ordained  over  a  con- 
gregation at  Machias,  (Maine,)  having  obtained  a  difrnif- 
fion  thence,  was  inftalled  in  Brimfield,  June  20,  1798. 

In  the  February  preceding,  a  council  convened  for  the 
purpofe  of  inflalling  Mr.  Brown.  After  fitting  one  or 
two  days,  it  diffolved  itfelf  without  accomplifhing  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  formed. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Brown's  inftallation,  feveral  perfons  in 
Brimfield,  who  oppofed  his  fettlement,  applied  to  the  affo- 
ciation  of  neighbouring  minifters  for  advice.  They  ad- 
vifed  to  the  calling  of  a  mutual  council.  This  meafure 
was  not  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  town*  The  minor- 
ity called  an  ex  parte  council,  which  advifed  them  to  re- 
new attemps  for  a  mutual  council.  In  cafe  of  a  feeond 
failure,  they  were  to  apply  to  three  neighbouring  churches 
to  eilablifh  them,  "  The  chriftian  congregational  church  of 
Brimfield."  The  advice  was  carefully  followed  ;  and  the 
minority  were  accordingly  in  this  manner  conflituted  a 
church  of  the  above  mentioned  defcription. 

The  male  members  of  Mr.  Brown's  church  at  his  in- 
ftallation were  eighteen.  The  minority  confifted  of  thir- 
teen only.  In  the  major  church  there  are  now  twenty-fix 
male  members  ;  in  the  minor  church  there  are  only  ten. 

In  the  fpring  of  1801  the  town  voted,  in  confequence 
of  repeated  applications  from  the  minority,  confent  that  a 
mutual  council  fliould  be  called,  and  that  Mr.  Brown,  if 
he  thought  proper,  mould  unite  in  the  meafure.  The 
council  was  called.  It  was  found  to  contain,  when  con- 
vened^ 
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vened,  a  majority  of  three  who  were  chofen  by  the  minora 
ity.  The  council  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  refulted,  and  ad* 
vifed  Mr.  B.  to  aflk  a  difmiffion  from  his  paftoral  office; 
He  complied  with  the  advice  ;  but  the  town  at  a  legal 
meeting  refufed  to  grant  his  requeft. 

Both  before  and  after  the  fitting  of  this  council,  an  opin- 
ion prevailed  in  the  minority,  that  they  were  not  feverally 
holden  legally  to  pay  their  proportion  of  Mr.  Brown's 
falary.  Under  the  influence  of  this  opinion  an  individual 
of  the  minority,  a  member  of  the  new  church,  and  of 
reputable  eftate,  on  being  called  upon  to  pay  his  minifterial 
tax,  refufed,  denying  that  he  poffeffed  any  property.  The 
collector  carried  him  to  jail.  Unable  to  get  freedom  with- 
out paying  his  tax,  he  paid  it  with  the  coft,  and  commenc- 
ed profecution  againft  the  afieffors  for  illegal  taxation; 
The  town  defended  the  fuit*  At  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  he  made  no  effort  to  fupport  his  caufe,  which  of 
courfe  failed.  He  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Courts 
where  by  the  aid  of  three  attornies  he  attempted  to  prove 
the  illegality  of  the  tax.  The  Court  however  would  not 
fuffer  the  cafe  to  go  to  the  jury,  but  unanimoufly  gave  it; 
againft  the  plaintiff.  Nearly  four  hundred  dollars  were 
expended  in  this  fuitj  of  which  none  of  the  minority,  the 
plaintiff  excepted,  is  legally  holden  to  pay  any  part. 

Thus  has  ended  the  legal  conteft  between  the  town  and 
the  minority.  And  it  is  hoped,  that,  as  Mr,  B,  intends 
foon  to  take  a  peaceable  difmiffion  from  his  charge,  which 
there  is  the  higheft  probability  of  his  being  able  to  do,  the* 
town  will  no  more  be  agitated  by  ecclefiaftical  controver- 
fy  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  will  cultivate  for  each  other 
that  charity,  which  is  the  brighteft  ornament  of  chriftians* 

m  n 
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A  Description  and  History  of  Waterford,  in 
the  County  of  York.  By  Rev.  Lincoln  Ripley, 
August,  1803. 

Situation  and  Limits  1 

WATERFORD  is  an  inland  town  in  the  county  of 
York,  diftrid  of  Maine.  It  lies  between  440.  and 
440.  8'.  north  latitude,  and  between  700.  %$'.  and  70  °.  45'. 
Weft  longitude  from  London.  It  is  diftant  feventy  miles 
north  from  York,  twenty  north-eaft  from  the  Academy  at 
Fryeburg,  forty-five  north-weft  from  Portland,  and  fifty 
Weft  from  Bowdoin  College  in  Brunfwick.  It  is  bounded 
north  by  Oxford  and  Norway,  eaft  by  Norway  and  part 
6f  Otisfield,  fouth-eaft  by  Otisfield,  fouth  by  Bridgeton, 
fouth-weft  by  Lovell,  weft  by  the  fame,  and  north-weft  by 
part  of  the  ftate  lands.  The  town  was  originally  feven 
miles  and  a  half  long,  and  feven  wide  It  was  laid  out  in 
the  year  1774  by  Capt.  Jofeph  Frye,  of  Fryeburg,  Mr.  Ja- 
bez  Brown,  of  Stow,  and  Mr.  -— — - — — ,  of  Marlborough. 
When  the  town  was  incorporated,  March  2,  1797,  three 
tiers  of  lots,  each  containing  one  hundred  and  fixty  acres, 
were  annexed  to  other  tra&s  of  land,  which  together  com- 
pofe  the  promifing  town  of  Norway,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland.  Since  this  feparation,  Waterford  is  feven 
miles  long,  extending  from  north  to  fouth,  25  °<  eaft,  and 
fix  miles  in  widths 

Hiftory  of  \firfl  Settlements  i 

On  the  ioth  of  October,  1775,  ^n  David  Mc.  Quain,  a 
young  man  from  Bolton,  having  by  his  induftry  obtained 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  boldly  ventured  into 
the  wildernefs,  and  took  up  his  reiidence  in  the  eafterly 
part  of  Waterford  with  no  companion  but  his  dog.  His 
firft  purchafe  was  one  lot  of  land^  for  which  he  gave  forty 
dollars.  On  the  approach  of  winter  he  retreated  to  the 
milder  regions  whence  he  came.  In  the  fpring,  1776,  he 
revifited  his  lonely  cottage.  Again  he  fought  winter 
quarters  in  the  circle  of  his  connexions  ;  but  in  the  fpring 
of  1777,  he  left  all  his  former  acquaintances,  became  a  ftea- 
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dy  cultivator  of  his  own  foil,  and  has  never  fince  revifited 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  As  the  wildernefs  around  him 
was  a  refidence  for  moofe,  bears,  and  deer,  he  could  gener- 
ally obtain  a  fupply  of  fome  kind  of  venifon.  After  raifing 
domeftick  animals,  having  no  houfehold  furniture,  except 
a  pail,  a  dim,  and  a  fpoon,  his  method  of  fcalding  his  pork, 
was  to  fill  a  trough  with  water,  and  then  to  put  in  heated 
ftones,  until  the  water  would  fcald. 

Mr,  Mc.  Quain-  continues  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  without 
any  female  perfon  in  his  houfe,  or  any  houfekeeper  but 
himfelf.  He  now  owns  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
one  body,  befides  fome  outlands.  He  improves  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  acres,  and  keeps  forty  head  of  cattle.  His 
cows  would  afford  a  profitable  dairy,  if  he  had  a  dairy  wo- 
man ;  but  at  prefent  he  finds  it  mofl  advantageous  to  give 
the  milk  to  his  hogs  ;  and  in  the  year  1802,  he  fattened 
no  lefs  than  thirty-three  hundred  weight  of  good  pork. 
He  has  a  flourifhing  orchard,  whofe  fruit  yields  plenty  of 
cider  for  himfelf  and  his-  labourers^  befides  many  generous . 
draughts  for  thofe  who  vifk  him.  Neceffary  attention  to 
his  houfe  and  farm  has  confined  him  generally  at  home, 
and  prevented  a  difpofition  to  feek  fociety  abroad.  Not- 
w^ithftanding  the  peculiar  difadvantages  of  his  folitary  con- 
dition, he  has  acquired  by  honeft  induftry  a  handfome 
property,  and  pays  almofl  double  the  taxes  of  any  of  his; 
townfmen. 

Five  or  fix  years  after  Mr.  Mc*  Q.  fettled  in  Waterford, 
three  other  men  came  hither  with  their  families  ;  but  un- 
able to  fupport  their  families  comfortably  in  the  wilder- 
nefs, they  found  it  expedient  to  tread  back  their  fteps  to; 
an  inhabited  country.  One  of  the  fame  families  again 
made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  become  naturalized  to  the 
place.  In  May,  1783,  Meffrs.  Daniel  Barker  7  Jonathan 
Robbins,  Ifrael  Hale,  Afaph  Brown,  Europe  Hamlin,  and 
America  Hamlin,  with  a  few  others,  without  any  families, 
but  with  enterprizing  fpirits,  came  and  boldly  pitched 
their  wooden  tents  among  the  trees,  and  on  their  feveral 
lots,  began  to  expofe  to  full  view  of  the  fun  the  unculti- 
'  vated  foil.  Moft  of  them,  in  two  or  three  years,  intro- 
duced their  families  to  participate  with  them  in  their  toils 
a»d  hopeful  profpects.    The  greater  part  of  them  retain 

their 
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.tfheir  firft  inheritance,  and  fome  of  them  liberally  enjoy 
the  well  earned  fruits  of  their  early  labours. 

On  the  8th  of  September  in  the  fame  year,  Mr.  Phillip 
Hor,  originally  from  Taunton,  laft  from  Brookfield,  came 
into  town  to  feek  a  lot  of  land,  which  he  had  previously 
bought.     The  next  June,  two  of  his  fons  came  with  him 
to  make  preparation  for  the  removal  of  his  family.     On 
the  approach  of  winter  he  returned  to  Brookfield,  leaving 
his  fons  to  brave  the  feverities  of  a  long  winter  in  the 
wildernefs,  or  to  let  themfelves  in  fome  more  inhabited 
town,  to  procure  neceifaries  for  the  enfuing  feafon.     In 
June,  1785,  Mr.  Hor,  with  more  courage  than  property, 
returned  to  Waterford  with  his  wife,  who  originated  from 
Norton,  and  with  the  remainder  of  his  family.     Urged 
by  neceffity,  prompted  by  fenfe  of  duty,  and  fupported  by 
the  confolations  of  religion,  this  pious  couple  with  fix 
children  paffed  through  almoft  incredible  fcenes  of  fuffer- 
ing.      The  principal  part  of  their  houfehold  effects  was 
brought  feveral  miles  on  the  moulders  of  thofe,  who  con- 
ducted them  from  Bridget  on  to  this  place.     Difappointed 
of  provifion  previoufly  engaged,  and  of  a  log-hut  in  which 
they  were  to  have  lived  one  feafon  on  a  plat  of  ground  not 
their  own,  they  were  obliged  to  fhelter  themfelves  in  a 
cottage,  whofe  floor  and  covering  confifted  of  the  bark  of 
trees.  .  This  was  their  only  habitation  during  the  fpace  of 
nearly  two  years.     For  a  whole  year  they  were  deftitute; 
of  even  a  cow.     Their  nigheft  neighbour  in  the  fummer 
feafon  was  three  miles  diftant  ;    and  fix  weeks  of  the  fol- 
lowing winter  paffed,  in  which  the  family  faw  no  human 
being  befide  themfelves.     A  dog  was  the  only  domeftick 
animal  they  poffelfed,  and  on  his  fidelity  in  fome  meafure 
depended  their  fafety.     At  Bridgeton  was  the  neareft  corn 
mill.     To  obtain  meal  therefore,  they  had  either  to  carry 
grain  on  their  backs  twelve  miles,  or  firft  travel  that  dis- 
tance to  borrow  an  horfe,  carry  their  grain  the  next  day, 
and  on  the  third  day  return  their  horfe.     Having  received 
a  religious  education,  it  was  a  ferious  trial  to  them  to  be 
deprived  of  the  publick  miniftration  of  the  gofpel.     For 
,fome  time,  Mrs.  Hor  was  the  only  inhabitant  of  Water- 
ford,   who   was   in  full   communion  with   any  chriftian 
church*     Her  hufband  and  two  fons,  who  firft  came  to 
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the  town,  have  fince  gladdened  her  heart  by  becoming 
members  of  the  fame  body  :  and  the  joy  fhe  has  exprefled 
on  beholding  the  divine  word  and  ordinances  here  ftatedly 
adminiftered,  bore  fome  refemblance  to  that  of  good  old 
Simeon,  when  he  embraced  the  infant  Saviour. 

Three  months  after  the  arrival  of  this  family,  Mr.  Ol- 
iver Hapgood  and  wife  emigrated  hither  from  Stow. 
Their  eldeft  fon  and  fir  ft  child  was  the  firft  ever  known, 
by  the  prefent  inhabitants,  to  have  been  born  in  Water- 
ford.  To  this  child  was  given,  as  a  birth  privilege,  a  tracl: 
of  land  containing  fifty  acres,  which  now  awaits  his  age 
of  manhood^  and  which,  lying  near  the  centre  of  the  town, 
promifes  a  pleafant  and  valuable  fettlement.  In  March, 
1786,  MefTrs.  Nathaniel  Chamberlain  and  John  Chamber-, 
lain  came  into  tpwn  from  Weftford. 

Face  of  the  Country,  Soil,  Produce,  and  Exports* 
The  land  in  Waterford,  like  that  in  the  adjacent  towns, 
is  uneven.  It  may  properly  be  called  a  land  of  hills  ancj 
yallies.  The  hills  however  are  not  fo  high,  as  to  be  unfit 
for  cultivation.  Rifing  gradually,  they  afford  pleafant 
profpecls,  and,  with  the  vallies,  are  calculated  for  good 
fettlements.  The  timber  on  what  is  ufually  termed  hard- 
wood-land principally  confifts  of  beech,  birch,  rock  and 
white  maple,  red  oak,  and  wThite  afh.  On  the  low,  or, 
what  is  commonly  called,  black  land,  the  timber  is  chiefly 
white  and  Norway  pine,  fpruce,  and  hemlock. 

Having  no  thermometer,  except  what  nature  has  fur- 
nifhed  in  the  fenfibility  of  the  human  frame,  we  are  un- 
able to  form  an  exact  comparifon  between  the  ftate  of  the 
climate  here,  and  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Bofton.  The 
probability  is,  that  there  are  a  few  days  in  the  year,  in 
which  both  heat  and  cold  are  more  intenfe  in  this  place, 
than  in  either  Bofton  or  Worcefter. 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  formerly  entertained  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  the  foil  is  fertile  ;  and  by  judicious 
culture  amply  rewards  the  labours  of  the  hufbandman. 
The  land  is  good  for  all  kinds  of  grain  raifed  in  New-Eng- 
land, though  it  is  not  fo  friendly  to  the  growth  of  wheats 
as  the  more  level  land,  which  lies  in  the  neighbourhood 
pf  large  rivers.  The  upland  yields  to  the  mower  a  defin- 
able 
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#ble  burden,  and  to  the  cattle  excellent  grazing.  Fruit 
trees  of  different  kinds  are  cultivated  with  fuccefs.  Many- 
might  begin  to  make  cider,  if  the  expenfe  of  mills,  and 
the  demand  for  apples  to  be  otherwife  ufed,  did  not  pre* 
vent  them.  But  the  ambition  of  the  people,  and  the  nu- 
merous and  flour  idling  young  orchards  in  town  afford 
reafon  to  hope,  that  we  fhall  foon  have  a  competency  of 
both  apples  and  cider. 

Potatoes  of  various  kinds  and  of  a  good  quality  are  here 
made  profitable  for  man  and  beaft.  There  is  fcarcely  a 
better  foil  in  any  part  of  New-England  for  the  cultivation 
of  efculent  roots  and  herbs.  A  tafte  for  ordinary  horti- 
culture is  not  uncommon  among  us  ;  and  though  we  live 
at  a  diftance  from  market,  there  are  feveral  perfons,  who 
begin  to  make  their  gardens  profitable  to  their  families, 
and  alfo  to  raife  a  furpluflage  of  vegetables  for  their  lefs 
favoured  neighbours. 

In  good  ieafons  fome  of  the  inhabitants  make  their 
own  fugar,  molafles,  and  vinegar  of  the  juice  of  the  maple. 
As  the  land  becomes  more  cultivated,  they  are  more  de- 
pendent on  the  W.  I.  iflands.  It  is  an  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  firft  growth  of  maple,  as  alfo  of  other 
trees,  does  not  extend  its  roots  into  the  earth  fufiiciently 
deep/  to  jTecure  the  trees  when  they  become  expofed  to 
heavy  winds.  To  remedy  this  difadvantage  in  regard  to 
future  generations,  it  becomes  the  prefent  cultivators  of 
the  foil,  to  fet  out  young  orchards  of  maple  trees  in  the 
moft  convenient  places,  having  care  to  prefer ve  fuch  a  di£? 
tance  between  the  trees,  as  that  the  depth  of  the  roots 
may  ordinarily  enfure  their  fafety. 

Befide  the  timber,  of  which  no  fmall  quantity  is  annually- 
rafted  down  the  river,  articles  of  exportation,  from  which 
fome  profit  is  derived  and  more  expected,  are,  beef,  pork, 
butter,  cheefe,  rye,  indian-corn,  hops,  onions,  fale-lhoes? 
barrels,  and  firkins.  To  this  lift  potaih  might  have  been 
lately  added,  but  the  making  of  it  is  at  prefent  neglected. 

River,  Streams,  Ponds,  and  Canal. 
The  unevennefs  of  our  land  occafions  numerous  fpringg 
and  brooks.     Generally  the  town  in  this  refpect  is  highly 
favoured.     There  are  here  alfo  thirteen  ponds,  which  not 
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only  variegate  the  fcenery  of  the  place,  but  afford  plenty 
of  fifh,  of  which  the  moft  delicate  kinds  are  the  pike  and 
falmon  trout.  Through  the  north  and  eaft  fides  of  the 
town  runs  the  Songo  or  Crooked  river,  on  both  whofe 
fides  are  valuable  lots  of  timber.  What  renders  this  river 
a  peculiar  privilege  is,  timber  is  drawn  on  to  it  when 
frozen  in  the  winter,  and  in  the  fpring  conducted  down 
the  current  into  the  great  Sabago  pond,  and  thence  to  the 
Sacarappa  mills,  near  Portland. 

The  moft  important  benefit  however,  relative  to  water 
carriage,  is  the  opening  of  a  canal  from  the  centre  of  this 
town  to  Portland,  which  the  people  of  Waterford  contem- 
plate as  an  event,  that  will  probably  take  place  not  many 
years  hence.  The  fituation  of  the  ponds  is  highly  favour- 
able to  fuch  an  enterprise.  As  neither  the  exact  diftance 
of  the  courfe,  which  the  canal  muft  take,  nor  the  defcent 
of  ground  has  been  afcertained  ;  and  as  they,  who  are 
beft  acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances,  are  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  hiftory  of  canals,  no  perfon  has  ventur- 
ed to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfe  of  the  undertaking. 
It  has  however  been  conjectured  that  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars would  effect  it.  It  is  almoft  certain  that  fuch  a  plan, 
whenever  it  fhall  be  accomplished,  will  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  faw-mills  in  Waterford,  and  give  the  inhabitants 
opportunity  of  fa  wing  their  own  timber  ;  will  multiply 
the  fources  and  facilitate  the  operations  of  trade  ;  enhance 
the  value  of  our  lands  ;  and  greatly  conduce  to  the  pop- 
ulation and  profperity  of  the  town. 

Arts,  Artificers,  and  Curiojities, 
There  have  been  three  brick-yards  in  the  place  ;  but 
the  clay  of  the  oldeft  is  now  exhaufted.  There  is  yet 
reafon  to  expect  a  fupply,  and  perhaps  longer  experience 
in  the  art  of  brick-making  will  augment  the  apparent  value 
of  our  bricks. 

Lime-kiln s  are  not  yet  known  among  us.  A  kind  of  ftone 
has  been  noticed,  which  bears  fome  refemblance  to  lime- 
ftone  ;  but  none  that  is  genuine  has  been  found.  Neither 
'are  there  here  any  coal-beds,  except  fuch  as  are  made  by 
the  procefs  of  fire  ;  and  the  furrows  of  the  field,  and  the 
labours  of  honeft  commonwealthfmen  are  the  richeft  mines 
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and  minerals,  which  are  known  in  the  vicinity.  To  thefe 
fources  of  health  and  independence  all  clafles  of  peopk 
are  cordially  invited. 

There  is  a  general  fupply  of  mecnanicks  in  town.  A 
faddler,  hatter,  and  clothier  are  exceptions*  For  inge- 
nious men,  who  are  willing  to  live  by  their  profeffions,  there 
is  ftill  encouragement  in  many  of  the  common  arts. 

There  is  at  prefent  one  tavern  keeper  only  in  town. 
Other  inhabitants  occafionally  entertain  travellers. 

In  one  of  the  ponds  there  is  found  a  white  clay  of  a  yel- 
lowish, caft,  which^  when  burned,  baked,  or  only  dried, 
makes  good  chalk.  Carpenters  prefer  it  on  account  of  its 
foftnefs  to  that  which  is  imported.  Whether  it  may  not 
be  converted  into  whiting  and  made  an  ufeful  ingredient 
in  paints  ;  or  whether  pipes,  or  porcelain  may  not  be 
made  of  it  is  yet  to  be  determined.- 

Roads.- 

It  is  but  juftice  to  remark,  that  the  inhabitants  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  a  laudable  ambition  to  make  the 
roads  through  town  convenient  for  themfelves  and  com- 
fortable for  travellers.  The  fum  of  five  hundred  dollars  is 
annually  appropriated  to  the  mending  of  high-ways  ;  and 
their  appearance  is  in  fome  meafure  chara&eriftick  of  the 
mduftrious  difpofition  of  the  people. 

Militia. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 799  the  militia  of  this  town  were 
called  upon  to  choofe  their  firft  officers,  and,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  laws  of  our  country,  to  commence  their  annual 
military  exercifes.  They  accordingly  aiTembled  on  the 
common,  and  amicably  elected  Dr.  Stephen  Cummingsv 
captain,  Mr.  Seth  Wheeler,  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  James  Rob- 
bins,  enfign,  of  their  company.  After  the  inferiour  offi- 
cers were  chofen,  a  refpectable  company  of  able  bodied  fol- 
diers,  confiding  of  feventy-two  rank  and  file,  appeared 
before  the  door  of  Mr.  Eli  Longley,  where,  by  the  defire 
©f  the  captain,  a  prayer  was  made  by  the  paftor  of  the 
parifh. 

Ih  September,  1 801,  a  company  of  horfe  was  formed  from 
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the  militia  companies  of  Bridgeton  and  Waterford,  under 
Captain  Kimball,  Lieutenant  Robbins,  and  Cornet  Smith. 

Number  of  Families,  rateable  Polls,  and  Houfes. 

On  thefirft  of  May,  1801,  there  were  in  Waterford  one 
hundred  and  three  families,  and  fix  hundred  and  five  in- 
habitants. May  1,  1803,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
eleven  families,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  rateable  polls, 
and  fix  hundred  and  fixty-eight  fouls.  The  number  of 
rateable  polls,  in  March  1786,^  was  fourteen. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houfes  in  town  is  one  hundred 
and  feven.  Six  of  them  are  of  two  {lories,  eighty-fix  low 
framed,  and  fifteen  are  log  houfes.  Some  of  the  fecond 
clafs  of  houfes  are  fmail,  others  are  ordinary,  and  there  is 
iiot  a  finilhed  houfe  in  the  place.  There  are  about  eighty 
framed  barns- ;  and  a  building  has  been  lately  erected  for 
a  {tore. 

Civil  Officers*      Frofefjional  Men,     Learning; 

Of  the  original  proprietors  Mr.  Nathaniel  Chamberlain^ 
now  merchant  in  Portland,  was  clerk.  The  firft  feiecl 
men,  after  the  town  was  incorporated,  were  Lieut.  Africa 
Hamlin,  who  was  likewife  the  firft  town-clerk,  and  MefTrs. 
Daniel  Chaplin,  and  Solomon  Stone*  Thefe  men  were  ap- 
pointed aiTefTors  alfo^  and  took  the  firft  valuation  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Eli  Longley  was  the  firft  town-treafurer. 
The  firft  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  received  his  commiflion 
in  1799,  was  Eber  Rice,  Efq.  5  and  the  firft  deputy  flieriff, 
Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin. 

No  attorney  has  hitherto  become  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  ;  but  one  of  an  academick  education  is  foon  expect- 
ed. We  have  two  phyficians,  though  the  place  is  generally 
confidered  remarkably  healthful.  The  only  perfbn  of  a 
collegiate  education  in  town  is  the  writer  of  this,  who 
was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1796. 

As  the  original  inhabitants,  and  indeed  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  emigrated  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Worcefter  and  Middlefex,  they,  like  their  anceftors,- 
are  emulous  of  educating  properly  the  rifing  generation. 
To  further  an  object  of  fuch  immenfe  importance,  the 
town  has  already  built  no  lefs  than  fix  fchool-houfes.     In- 
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Head  of  employing  inftrucfcers  and  inftructrefFes,  who 
themfelves  have  need  to  be  inftructed  in  the  firft  principles 
of  literature,  the  town  begins  to  pay  ftrict,  regard  to  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  refpe&ing  the  qualifications  of 
male  and  female  teachers,  and  the  ihfpe&ion  of  fchools* 
It  has  alfo  adopted  an  uniform  fele&ion  of  fchool  books 
for  its  children  and  youth,  who  manifeft  laudable  ambition 
to  underftand  the  Englifli  language,  and  to  profit  by  their 
advantages. 

Religion,  Honfe  of  Worjhip,  £s*r. 

Although  many  new  fettlements  in  this  part  of  the 
country  abound  with  fectaries,  there  has  hitherto  been  no 
appearance  of  more  than  one  religious  fociety  in  Water- 
ford,  which  is  Congregational.  A  few  individuals  profefs 
themfelves  Baptifts  ;  but  the  ferious  of  thefe,  fo  far  from 
trying  to  caufe  divifions  among  their  fellow  chriftians, 
feem  difpofed  to  attend  conftantly  on  the  publick  inftitu* 
tions  of  religion  with  the  Congregationalifts. 

Not  many  candidates  for  the  miniftry  were  employed  as 
preachers  in  Waterford,  before  its  inhabitants  invited  their 
prefent  paftor  to  fettle  among  therm  For  his  pecuniary  en- 
couragement they  offered  him  fifty  pounds  fettlement,  in  ad- 
dition to  a  right  of  land  referved  by  the  proprietors  for  that 
purpofe,  and  an  annual  falary,  which,  for  a  new  town,  was 
decent.  This  invitation  was  accepted  by  the  paftor  elect, 
who  Was  accordingly  ordained  06t  2,  1799.  The  minif- 
ters  of  the  ordaining  council  were  Rev.  William  Feffenderr, 
of  Fryeburg  ;  Rev.  £zra  Ripley,  of  Concord  ;  Rev.  Na- 
than Church,  of  Bridgeton  ;  Rev.  Samuel  Hidden,  of 
Tamworth  ;  Rev.  Daniel  Marrett,  of  Standifh  ;  and  Rev. 
John  Simpkins,  of  Brewfter. 

Previoufly  to  the  ordination,  a  church  was  embodied, 
confifling  of  eight  male  members,  who  received  into  their 
fellowfhip  their  paftor  elect  by  recommendation  from  the 
church  in  Barre.  Eleven  other  men  were  admitted  into 
the  church  at  the  fame  time.  Ocl.  11,  the  church  held  a 
meeting,  and  unanimoufly  chofe  for  their  deacons  MefTrs. 
John  Nurfe,  Stephen  Jewett,  and  Ephraim  Chamberlain. 
On  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  after  the  admiffion  of 
four  female  members,  the  Lord's  fupper  was,  for  the  firft 
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time,  adminiftered  to  the  church  of  Chrift  in  WaterforcL 
In  addition  to  the  twenty  members  forming  the  church  at 
the  time  of  ordination,  before  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year, 
1799,  twenty-five  other  perfons  became  members.  Of 
thefe  feven  were  previoufly  members  of  other  churches. 
The  church  received  an  addition  of  nine  members  in  1800, 
and  of  nine  more  in  1801.  Some  of  thefe  perfons  had 
been  communicants  in  other  churches.  No  addition  has 
been  made  to  the  church  fince  1801  ;  but  me  has  loft 
three  by  death  and  two  by  removal  :  her  r/refent  number 
is  therefore  fifty-eight. 

In  the  year  180*  a  good  frame,  50  by  46  feet,  was  erect- 
ed for  a  meeting-houfe  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  In  the 
fummer  of  1802  it  was  covered  and  enclofed,  and  it  will 
probably  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  October  next. 
The  pew  ground  has  been  fold  for  more  than  two  thou- 
fand  dollars.  Three  thoufand  dollars  perhaps  will  meet 
the  whole  expenfe  of  finifhing  the  houfe.- 

Baptifms,     Marriages*.     Deaths* 

Before  the  fettlement  of  a  minifier,  twelve  children  and 
youths  had  been  baptized  in  the  place  by  miffionaries  and 
neighbouring  clergymen.  In  1 799,  after  ordination  the  paf- 
tor  baptized  thirty-feven  perfons,  one  of  whom  was  forty 
years  old.  There  have  often  been  three  and  four,  and  in  one 
inftance  there  were  nineteen  children,  prefented  for  bap- 
tifm  at  once.  The  number  of  baptifms  in  1800  was, 
twenty-one;  in  1801,  fourteen;-  in  1802,  feven;  and 
hitherto  in  the  prefent  year,  three.  All  the  baptifms,  fince 
the  town  was  inhabited,  amount  to  ninety-four.  Though 
it  is  matter  of  joyful  reflexion,  that  fo  many  in  a  new 
town  have  been  initiated  into  Chrift's  vifible  church,  it  is 
yet  a  melancholy  truth,  that  a  far  greater  number  of  per- 
ions  remain  unbaptized. 

Twelve  marriages  alfo  had  been  folemnized  in  town 
previoufly  to  Oct.  2,  1799.  Since  that  period,  there  have 
been  married  nineteen  couples.  The  whole  number  of 
marriages,  31. 

It  appears  by  our  bills  of  mortality,  that  fifty-four  per- 
fons have  died  in  Waterford  fince  its  firft  fettlement.  In 
the  winter  1797, 8,  the  place  was  more  fickly  through  the 
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prevalence  of  the  canker,  than  it  ever  has  been  with  any 
^ifeafe.  The  number  of  children  and  young  perfons,  v/ho 
died  that  winter,  is  faid  to  be  thirteen.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1799,  the  number  of  deaths  annu- 
ally has  been  as  follows  :  In  1799,  fix  ;  in  1800,  four  ; 
in  1801,  fix  ;  in  1802,  five  ;  and  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  current  year,  five  ;  the  whole  number  twenty-fix.  Of 
this  number  twelve  were  young  children  and  infants  ;  five 
youths  ;  four  middleaged  perfons  ;  four  paft  the  meridian 
of  life  ;  and  one  upwards  of  three-fcore  and  ten  years. 
During  the  four  laft  years  more  perfons,  who  have  reached 
and  exceeded  the  meridian  of  life,  appear  to  have  fallen 
victims  to  consumption,  than  to  any  other  difeafe.  Sev- 
eral infants  have  died  with  fits  \  but  among  children  and 
young  people,  the  canker,  accompanied  fometimes  with 
other  complaints,  has  been  the  moft  prevalent  and  fatal 
diforder.  m  n 


Chronological    and    topographical    Account    of 
Dorchester,  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Harris. 

IN  giving  an  account  of  Dorchefter,  I  propofe  beginning 
with  fome  particulars  refpecting  the  firft  fettlement 
and  fubfequent  hiftory  of  the  town,  extracted  from  au- 
thentick  records,  and  recited  principally  in  the  words  of 
thofe  who  relate  the  facts  ;  next  defcribe  the  ancient  boun- 
daries and  prefent  fituation  of  the  town,  interfperfed  with 
fuch  topographical  remarks  as  feem  worthy  of  notice  ; 
and  then  furnifh  fome  brief  biographical  anecdotes  of  the 
former  minifters,  and  others,  whpfe  talents  and  virtues 
claim  a  grateful  remembrance. 

Should  it .  be  thought  that  the  narration  is  tedioufly 
minute  and  incidents  related  which  are  quite  trivial,  I 
would  obferve  that  every  particular  in  the  early  records 
of  our  country  is  important  to  the  hiftorian,  and  helps  in 
delineating  the  features  of  its  primitive  character  ;  whilft 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  itfelf  the  more  circumfian- 
tial  the  account  the  more  interefting  and  entertaining  will 
\t  prove. 

Chronology, 


148  Chronological  and  topographical 

Chronology. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1630  a  Congregatipnal 
Church  was  gathered  in  the  new  hofpital  at  Plymouth  in 
Great-Britain  of  perfons  who  intended  to  come  to  North 
America  for  the  purpofe  of  enjoying  greater  religious  and 
civil  privileges.  They  obferved  a  day  of  folemn  fafting 
and  prayer  to  feek  divine  approbation  and  affiflance.  In 
the  after  part  of  the  day,  they  chofe  and  called  thofe 
godly  minifters,  Rev.  John  Warham,  a  famous  preacher 
at  Exeter 5  and  Rev.  John  Maverick,  who  lived  forty 
miles  from  Exeter,  to  be  their  fpiritual  guides  \  who  ex- 
prefled  their  acceptance,  and  were  feparated  to  the  fpe- 
cial  care  of  the  intended  emigrants.  Rev.  Mr.  John 
White  of  Dorchefter,  in  Dorfet,  who  was  an  active  inftru- 
ment  in  promoting  the  fettlement  of  New-England,  and 
had  been  the  means  of  procuring  the  charter,  being  pref- 
ent,  preached  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ;  and  in  the  lat- 
ter part  the  new  inflalled  paftors  performed. 

They  fet  fail  on  the  30th  of  March  following,  in  a  veffel 
of  four  hundred  tons,  Captain  Squeb,  mafter  ;  and  on 
Lord's  day,  May  30th,  arrived  at  Nantafket,  where  the 
captain  put  them  afhore,  notwithstanding  his  engagement 
was  to  bring  them  up  Charles  river.  Here  they  were 
*c  left  in  a  forlorn  wildernefs,  deftitute  of  any  habitation, 
and  moft  other  neceflaries  of  life/5*  Some  of  them,  how- 
ever, had  the  good  fortune  to  procure  a  boat  of  an  old 
planter,  and  went  over  to  Charleftown,  but  met  with  poor 
accommodations  there,  and  no  encouragement  to  tarry  y 
for,  "  though  they  faw  feveral  wigwams,  they  found  but 
one  Englifliman  in  a  hcufe,  where  they  ate  a  boiled  bafs, 
but  no  bread."!  They  returned  therefore  to  the  boat, 
and,  taking  an  Indian  interpreter,  went  up  the  river  to 
where  it  grows  narrow  and  mallow,*  and  there,  with 
much  labour  and  difficulty,  landed  their  goods,  the  bank 
being  very  deep.  At  firft  their  fears  were  greatly  alarm- 
ed by  being  informed  that  three  hundred  Indians  were 
encamped  near  them.  There  fent  immediately  their  in- 
terpreter 

T —————— ' -     ■  - i ■— 

*  Blake's  manufcript  Annals. 

f  Prince's  Chronology,  page  207. 

J  To  a  pla,ce  fmce  called  Watertown. 
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terpreter  to  perfuade  the  natives  not  to  moleft  them,  and 
to  affure  them  of  their  own  pacifick  intentions.  "  The 
next  morning,  when  the  Indians  appeared,  they  offered 
no  violence,  but  fent  fome  of  their  number  holding  out  a 
bafs,  and  our  people  fent  a  man  to  meet  them  with  a  bif- 
cuit,  and  fo  they  exchanged,  not  only  then,  but  after- 
wards, a  bifcuit  for  a  bafs  :  and  the  Indians  were  very 
friendly  to  them,  which  our  people  afcribed  to  God's  watch- 
ful Providence  over  them  in  their  weak  beginnings.  All,  the 
company  had  not  come  up  the  river,  but  only  ten  men 
to  feek  out  the  way  for  the  reft*  Thofe  who  tarried  be- 
hind were  to  take  care  of  the  cattle  they  had  brought,  and 
prevent  them  from  wandering  and  being  loft  in  the  wil- 
dernefs.  Thofe  who  had  gone  in  queft  of  a  place  to  fet- 
tle on,  did  not  tarry  away  but  a  few  days,  during  which 
time  the  reft  of  the  company  had  found  out  a  neck  of 
land  joining  to  a  place  by  the  Indians  called  Mattapan,  that 
was  a  fit  place  to  turn  their  cattle  upon,  with  lefs  danger 
of  their  ftraying  ;  and  fo  they  fent  to  their  friends  to  re- 
turn."* Accordingly  they  repaired  to  that  place,  and  be- 
gan a  fettlement  about  the  beginning  of  June.  They  nam- 
ed the  place  Dorche/ier, "  becaufe  feveral  of  the  fet tiers  came 
from  a  town  of  that  name  in  England,  and  alfo  in  honour 
of  Rev.  Mr.  White  of  Dorchefter/'f  This  name  was 
fanclioned  "  by  order  of  the  Court  of  affiftants  held  at 
Charleftown,  September  7,  1630,"!  and  the  town  was 
then  regularly  incorporated. 

Here,  alfo,  the  natives  were  kind  to  them.§ 

This  fettlement  was  formed   a  month   or  two  before 

Governor  Winthrop,  and  the  people  that  came  in  mips 

with  him,  arrived  at  Charleftown  ;    fo  that  Dorchefter  is 

the  oldeft  town  in  the  Maffachufetts  colony  except  Salem 

and  Charleftown. [| 

_ — . .  . -1 

*  Elder  Blake's  MS.  Annals.  f  lb. 

J  Prince's  Chronology,  page   249. 

§  Captain  Clap's   memoirs.     The  manufcript  of  thefe  memoirs,  in 

the    hand-writing    of    Capt.   Roger  Clap,    was    furnifhed   Rev.   Mr, 

Prince  of  Bofton,  by  Mr.  Blake  of  Dorchefter,  and  is  publifhed  in  a 

I  fmall  pamphlet.     It  contains  fome  of  the  mod  affecting  and  interefting 

particulars  of  the  early  fettlers  of  our  country. 

}|  Shaivmut,  afterwards  called  Blaxtotfs  neck,  and  fince  Bofton,  was  not 
fettled  till  the  fpring  after  by  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  peopleo 
Ferch  Gorges'  Defcript.  of  N.  Eng.  p.  29.  edit.  4to.  1659. 
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*  The  firft  inhabitants  of  Dorchefter  came  chiefly  from 
the  counties  of  Devon,  Dorfet,  and  Somerfetfhire.  They 
were  a  very  godly  and  religious  people,  and  many  of  them 
perfons  of  note  and  figure,  being  dignified  with  the  title 
of  Mr.  which  but  few  in  thofe  days  were.  Some  of  the 
principal  men  were  Mr.  Roffiter,  Mr.  Ludlow,  Mr.  Glover, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gallope,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Stoughton,  Mr.  Cogan,  Mr.  Hill,  Capt.  Southcote,  Capt. 
Lovell,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Pinney,  Mr.  Richards,  Mr.  Wey, 
Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Tilley,  Among  them  came  alfo 
Capt.  Roger  Clap,  a  very  worthy,  religious  gentleman, 
then  a  young  man.  It  feems  that  many  of  thefe  people 
were  trading  men,  and  at  firft  defigned  Dorchefter  for  a 
place  of  commerce.  Accordingly  they  built  a  fort  upon 
Rock-hill,  wherein  were  feveral  pieces  of  ordonnance,  near 
the  water  fide  ;  but  the  channel  being  poor,  and  the  land- 
ing difficult,  and  Bofton  and  Charleftown  harbour  being 
far  more  commodious,  they  defifted  from  that  defign,  and 
many  of  them  removed  afterwards  to  Bofton  and  other 
places  ;  fo  that  many  families  about  in  the  country  had 
their  firft  rife  from  Dorchefter.'^ 

"  Thefe  firft  fettlers  fet  down  pretty  thick  together  at 
the  northerly  end  of  the  town,  next  the  aforefaid  neck  of 
land,  and  on  the  eafterly  fide  near  the  fea.?,§ 

"  The  two  firft  years  were  fpent  in  working  themfelves 
into  fettlements,  and  incorporating  into  a  body  to  carry 
on  the  affairs  of  the  plantation  ;  in  granting  parcels  of  land 
and  meadows,  fome  to  each  family  ;  their  homefteads 
being  their  own  option."!  The  many  great  ftraits  and 
difficulties  with  which  they  met,  are  thus  pathetically  des- 
cribed by  Captain  Clap  sj  "  O  the  hunger  that  many  Suf- 
fered, and  faw  no  hope  in  the  eye  of  reafon  to  be  fupplied, 
only  by  clams,  and  mufcles,  and  fifh.  We  did  quietly 
build  boats,  and  fome  went  a  fifhing  ;  but  bread  was  with 
many  a  fcarce  thing,  and  fiejh  of  all  kind  as  fcarce.  And 
jn  thofe  days,  in  our  ftraits,  though  I  cannot  fay  God  fent 
a  raven  to  feed  us  as  he  did  the  prophet  Elijah,  yet  this  I 
can  fay  to  the  praife  of  God's  glory,  that  he  fent  not  only 
poor  ravenous  Indians,  which  came  with  their  bafkets 

corn 

P  Blake.  §  ib.  f  Blake-  t  PaSe  l6» 
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corn  on  their  backs  to  trade  with  us,  which  was  a  good  fup- 
ply  unto  many  ;  but  alfo  fent  (hips  from  Holland  and  from 
Ireland  with  provifions,  and  indian  corn  from  Virginia,  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  his  dear  fervants  in  this  wilderneisj 
both  for  food  and  raiment.  And,  when  people's  wants 
were  great,  not  only  in  one  town,  but  divers  towns,  fuch 
was  the  godly  wifdom,  care  and  prudence,  (not  felfifhnefs, 
but  felf-denial)  of  our  governour  Winthrop  and  his  anift- 
ants,  that  when  a  fhip  came  laden  with  provifions,  they 
did  order  that  the  whole  cargo  ihould  be  bought  fo$  a 
general  flock  ;  and  fo  accordingly  it  was,  and  diftributioii 
was  made  to  every  town  and  to  every  perfon  in  each  town 
as  every  man  had  need.  Thus  God  was  pleafed  to  care 
for  his  people  in  times  of  ftraits,  and  to  fill  his  fervants 
with  food  and  gladnefs.  Then  did  all  the  fervants  of  God 
blefs  his  holy  name,  and  love  one  another  with  pure  hearts 
fervently/' 

"  March,  1632,  Mr.  Maverick,  drying  a  little  powdef ,  it 
took  fire  by  the  heat  of  the  pan,  fired  a  fmall  barrel  of  2  or 
3  pounds,  and  yet  did  no  other  harm  but  finge  his  clothes. 
It  was  in  the  new  meeting  houfe,  which  was  thatched,  and 
the  thatch  only  blacked  a  little."  |] 

Moft  of  the  houfes  here,  in  thofe  early  times  j  were  built 
of  logs  and  covered  with  thatch  ;  and  a  refervation  of  afc 
peice  of  marlh,  where  thatch  was  cut,  was  made  by  the 
proprietors  for  the  free  ufe  of  the  inhabitants.* 

"  At  the  Court  in  Auguft,  1632,  two  of  Chickatabott's 
men  were  convicted  of  affaulting  fome  Englifh  of  Dorchef- 
ter  in  their  houfes,  &c.  They  were  fentenced  to  be  put 
in  the  bilboes,  and  Chickatabott  required  to  beat  them, 
which  he  did."t 

"  One  Henry  Wey  of  Dorchefter,  who  had  gone  in  a 
fhallop  to  trade  with  the  eaftern  Indians  the  winter  before, 
and  was  long  miffing,  this  fummer  (1632)  it  was  found 
that  himfelf  and  his  company  were  all  treacherously  killed 
by  the  Indians.  Another  fhallop  of  his,  being  fent  out  in 
the  fpring  to  feek  after  that,  was  caft  away  at  Agamen- 
ticus,  and  two  of  the  men  that  were  in  her  were  drown- 
ed." 

niMiii  '         '  1 ■  1  ■.  ■- .    ■ 1     ■    1  » 

ff  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  33. 

*  Town  Records*  +  Blake. 
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ed."§  Upon  which  governour  Winthrop  makes  this  re- 
mark,  "  Thus  oftimes  he  that  is  greedy  of  gain  troubles 
his  own  houfe  ;  and,  inftead  of  acquiring  a  little  pelf  of 
this  world,  lofes  his  own  life  in  the  conclufion  :  which 
hath  been  obferved  as  very  remarkable  on  many  who 
have  followed  that  courfe  of  life.** 

"  1633.  July  24,  a  fhip  arrived  with  about  eighty  paf- 
fengers,  and  twelve  kine,  which  fet  down  at  Dorchefter."|| 

This  year  the  plantation  began  the  practice  of  choofing 
men  that  we  now  call  Seleclmen*  They  elected  four,  who 
Were  to  have  their  monthly  meetings  to  order  the  affairs 
of  the  fettlement,  and  their  orders  being  confirmed  by  the 
plantation  were  of  full  force  and  binding  upon  all  the  in- 
habitants.—There  were  many  orders  this  year  concerning 
cattle,  fences,  &c.  and  penalties  annexed  ;  befides  many 
grants  of  land;  Thefe  were  ligned  by  John  Maverick, 
John  Warham,  William  Rockwell,  and  William  Gayland.* 

The  fame  year  a  fort  Was  built  at  Rock  Hill,  and  the 
charge  ordered  to  be  paid  by  rate. 

In  September  Mr.  John  Oldham*  who  was  afterwards 
killed  by  the  Pequod  Indians,  and  Samuel  Hall,  who  died 
at  Maiden  in  EiTex  1680*  and  two  others,  travelled  from 
this  town  through  the  wildernefs  to  Connecticut  to  view 
the  country  and  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  fachem 
upon  the  river  made  them  moft  welcome,  and  gave  them 
a  prefent  of  beaver.  They  found  that  the  Indian  hemp' 
grew  fpontaneoufly  in  the  meadows  in  great  abundance' 
They  purchafed  a  quantity  of  it,  and  upon  trial  it  appear- 
ed much  fuperiour  to  the  Englifh.  They,  alfo,  brought 
back  on  their  return  fome  black-lead  ore,  of  which  the 
the  Indians  faid  there  was  a  whole  quarry.f  The  flatter- 
ing accounts  which  they  gave  of  this  part  of  the  country 
induced  a  number  to  go  there  in  the  fummer  of  1635. 
They  fettled  upon  a  place  called  by  the  Indians  Mattaneang 
or  Oufchankamangy  and  called  it  Windfor.J     There   they 

made 

§  Hubbard's  MS.  Hiftory. 
(I  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,-  p.  51. 
*  Blake. 

f  I  have  now  by   me  a  fpecimen  of  ftibium,  of  fuperiour  finenefs, 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hartford. 
%  Hubbard's  MS. 
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•friade  preparations  for  the  reception  of  their  families,  and 
for  forming  a  permanent  fettlement.||  But  governour 
Bradford  wrote  to  them,  complaining  of  their  conduct  as 
injurious  to  the  people  at  Plymouth,  who  had  made  a:  fair 
purchafe  of  the  Indians*  taken  a  prior  poffeffion,  and  erect- 
ed a  trading  houfe,  Many  remonftrances  of  this  kind 
were  afterwards  repeated.  Application  for  redrefs  was 
alfo  made  to  the  governour  of  MafTachufetts*  The  Plym- 
outh people  demanded  a  fixteenth  part  of  the  lands,  and 
One  hundred  pounds  in  money,  as  a  compenfation  \  but 
the  emigrants  would  iiot  comply  with  their  demands. 
There  appeared,  however,  to  be  fb  much  juftice  in  making 
them  fome  "compenfation  for  the  purchafe  they  had 
made  and  the  good  fervice  they  had  done  in  defending 
that  part  of  the  country  againft  the  Indians  and  the  Dutch, 
tfeat,  fometime  after,  the  freeholders  of  Windfor  gave 
them  fifty  pounds,  forty  acres  of  meadow*  and  a  large 
tract  of  upland,  for  their  fatisfaction."* 

The  removal  of  Dorchefter  people  to  Windfor  is  faid  to 
have  been  difagreeable  to  their  minifters  ;  but,  as  their 
whole  church,  and  moft  of  the  congregation  determined 
upon  going,  they  at  length  conferred  to  accompany  them. 
However,  Mr.  Maverick  died  in  the  fpring  (Feb.  3,  1636) 
before  the  preparations  were  made  for  his  removal.  Mr. 
War eham  went  in  September,  but  did  not  judge  it  expe- 
dient to  remove  his  family  until  better  accommodations 
could  be  made  for  their  reception.  The 

[j  Cohne&ietit,  Ifays  Chalmers  [Polit.  Annals,}  was  fettled  by  emi- 
grants from  the  vicinity  of  Boflotf.  Acluated  by  the  feftleis  fpirit  of 
the  times,  the'fe  m$i  had  determined  tt>  remove  as  early  as  the  year 
1634  j  and  they  applied  to  the  General  Court  of  MaiTachufetts  for  per- 
miffion  to  go  in  queft  of  new  adventures  in  a  better  land.  But,  owing 
to  a  divilion  in  that  body  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  meafure 
they  did  not  now  obtain  their  defires.  Yet  they  could  not  be  fatisfied 
till  they  had  accorriplifried  their  intention,  and  had  obtained  leave  of  the 
court*  For  it  was  the  general  fenfe  that  the  inhabitants  were  all  bound 
to  one  another  by  the  oath  of  a  freeman,  as  well  as  the  original  compact, 
fo  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  feparate  without  the  confent  of  the  whole." 

For  farther  particulars  fee  Douglafs*  Summary,  Vol.  ii.  p.  159. 
Neal's  N.  Eng.  Vol.  i.  p.  164.  Hutchinfon,  Vol.  i.'p.  44.  and  Trum- 
bull's Hid,  of  Conne&icut. 

*  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  Gov.  Wolcott's   MS.  and  Trumbull's 
-Hift.  of  Conneaicut. 
s     VOL,    IX*  W 
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The  emigration  confifted  of  about  one  hundred  me% 
women,  and  children,  moftly  from  Dorchefter,  joined  by 
a  few  from  Newtownf  and  Watertown.  They  were  four- 
teen days  performing  the  tedious  journey  through  the 
wildernefs.  On  their  arrival  they  began  their  fettlement 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Connecticut  river  not  far  from  the 
mouth  of  Scan  tic  river.  J 

Thefe  adventurers  were  put  to  great  ftraits  after  thei? 
arrival.  The  provifions  they  took  with  them  were  nearly 
exhaufted  before  they  arrived.  The  crops  they  raifed 
were  fmall,  for  they  had  cleared  but  very  little  of  the 
ground  for  tillage  ;  beiides,  hi  oft  of  their  time  had  been 
necefTarily  devoted  to  the  conftru&ion  of  huts  againft  the 
winter.  The  winter  came  on-  early,  and  was  very  fevere. 
They  were  reduced  to  extremity  y  and  were  obliged  to 
fubfift  upon  ■"  acorns,  and  malt,  and  grains."  Their  cat- 
tle, alfo,.  unfhekered  and  poorly  fed,  fuffered  fo  much, 
that  "  the  greateft  part  of  them  died  ;  but  fome  which 
came  later  and  could  not  be  put  over  the  river,  lived  very 
well  all  the   winter  without  any  hay."|| 

But,  though  thefe  circumftances,  and  fear  of  the  Indians, 
for  fome  time  retarded  ^he  fettlement,  Mr.  Wareham  lived 
to  fee  the  great  increafe  of  the  little  colony  of  chriftians 
with  whom  he  had  crofted  the  Atlantick,  and  traverfed  the 
wildernefs,  and  died  1670. 

After  the  departure  of  the  firft  fettlers,  "  there  was  aa 
effay  towards  gathering  a  new  church  in  Dorchefter,  April 
1,  1636  ;  but  as  the  meflengers  of  the  churches  convened 
for  the  purpofe  were  not  fatisfied  concerning  fome  that 
were  intended  members  of  that  foundation,  the  work  was 
deferred  until  Auguft  23,  when  a  chureff  was  conftituted 

according 

f  Since  called  Cambridge.. 

j  The  names  of  thofe  who  came  with  Mr.  "Wareham,  and  were  in 
full  communion  with  the  church,  were  Henry  Wolcott,  Efq.  William 
Phelps,  John  Whitefleld,  Humphrey  Pinney,  Deacon  John  Moore, 
Deacon  William  Gayland,  Lieut.  Walter  Filer,  Matthew  Grant, 
Thomas  Dibble,  Samuel  Phelps,  Nathan  Gillct,  Richard  Vofe,  Abra- 
ham Randal,  Bagot  Egleftone,  George  Phelps  and  Thomas  Ford.  Of 
the  congregation  were  Roger  Ludlow,  Efq.  Thomas  Stoughton,  Capt, 
John  Mafon,  Ifaac  Sheldon,  Bray  Rofiitcr,  and  feveral  others. 

j|  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  98.  He  adds,  "  they  loll  near^,2CQ» 
worth  of  cattk. 
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according  to  the  order  of  the  "Gospel,  by  confeffion  and 
profeffion  of  faith,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Mather  was 
chofen  teacher."* 

At  this  period  the  records  of  ,the  church  begin  ;  and 
they  not  only  contain  'many  minute  particulars  refpecting 
the  difcipline  of  its  own  members,  and  entries  of  admif- 
iions,  deaths,  baptifms,  &c.  but,  as  Mr.  Mather  was  a  very 
eminent  man  and  employed  at  all  the  fynods,  councils, 
and  ordinations  in  the  province,  the  annals  of  the  church 
of  Dorchefter,  during  the  dme  of  his  miniftry,  more  than 
thirty  years,  are  a  brief  eccleiiaftical  jiiftory  of  this  part 
q£  the  country. 

"  At  a  court  holden  at  Dorchefter  this  year  (1636)  it 
was  ordered  that  every  town  mould  keep  a  watch  and  be 
well  fupplied  with  ammunition.  The  conftables  were  di- 
rected to  warn  the  watches  in  their  turns,  and  to  make  it 
their  care  that  they  ihould  be  kept  according  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  court.  They  alfo  were  required  to  take 
care  that  the  "inhabitants  were  well  furniihed  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  kept  in  a  conftant  Hate  of  defence. 
As  thefe  infant  fettlements  were  filled  and  furrounded 
with  numerous  favages,  the  people  conceived  themfelves 
in  danger  when  they  lay  down  and  when  they  rofe  up, 
when  they  went  out  and  when  they  came  in.  Their  cir- 
cumftances  were  fuch,  that  it  was  judged  neceffary  for 
every  man  to  be  a  foldier."f 

1677.  March  21.  The  church  renewed  the  covenant, 
and  held  a  faft  on  the  occafion.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather 
preached  from  Nehemiah  ix.  38.  Becaufe  of  all  this  we  make 
a  f ure  covenant ,  and  write  it  ;  and  our  princes ,  Levites,  and 
prie/is,  fign  unto  it  "I 

i695* 

*  Winthrop's   Journal. 

f  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  $6, 

%  This  fermon  was  printed.  As  it  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  the 
following  hiftorical  extracts  from  it  are  thought  worth  preferving  here. 
*'  The  churches  in  Plimouth  colony  renewed  their  covenant  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  fourth  month  (June)  1676  ;  and  ever  fmce  the  heathen  in 
thofe  parts  have  fallen."     Page  18. 

"  Moft  of  the  members  of  the  fecond  church  in  Bofton,  when  firfi, 
$ onftituted,  were  fuch  as  did  once  belong  to  the  church  of  Chrift  in 
Porchefter*"    p«  16. 

T» 
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1695/  O&ober  22.  A  church  was  gathered  in  this 
town,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Lord  (who  had  been  fometime  em? 
ployed  as  a  fchool-mafter)  was  ordained  to  its  paftoral 
charge. f  The  church  was  formed  with  a  defign  to  re- 
move to  South-Carolina,  "  to  encourage  the  fettlement  of 
churches  and  the  promotion  of  religion  in  the  fouthern 
plantations."  The  afMing  churches  were  from  Bofton, 
Charleftown,  Roxbury,  Milton,  and  New-Cambridge.| 
Mr.  Lord  preached  from  Matth.  v.  1 5.  #  Te  are  the  fait  of 
the  earth"  Mr.  Morton  gave  the  charge,  and  Mr.  Hobart 
the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip. 

On  the  fifth  of  December  following  the  faid  church  and 
paftor  fet  fail.  Mr.  Danforth  preached  a  fermon  to  them 
at  parting,  from  Ac~t$  xxi.  4,  5,  6.  which  was  afterwards 
printed.  On  the  14th  of  December  they  kept  a  faft  on 
board,  on  account  of  the  very  boiflerous  weather  ;  and  on 
the  20th  landed  fafely  at  Carolina,  after  a  paffage  of  only 
fourteen  days.  On  the  2d  of  February,  1696,  "  was  the 
iirft  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper  that  was  ever  celebratr 
cd  at  Carolina.  Eight  perfons  received,  befides  fuch  as 
were  of  the  church  there,  by  virtue  of  communion  of 
churches  ;  and  there  was  great  joy  among  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Carolina,  and  many  thankfgivings  to  the  Lord."*1 
#  For,  (faid  Mr.  Danforth,  in  the  fermon  before  mention- 
ed) 

In  his  fermon  againft  facrilege  he  has  this  remark.  "  My  father  had 
four  fons  brought  up  at  the  College,  which,  if  he  had  not  a  perfonal 
eftate  of*  his  own  he  could  not  have  done.  For  he  hM'not  mcie  than 
cne  hundred  pound  per  annum  falary  from  his  people  in  Dorchefter, 
which,  (although  it  is  a  larger  ftipend  than  what  moft  minifters  in  New- 
England  have)  yet,  without  other  fupplies  is  not  fufncient  to  fupport  a 
auimerous  family  after  an  honourable  manner.  The  like  is  to  be  faid 
concerning  the  very  learned  Mr.  Chauncy.  He  was  conftrained  to  leave 
Scituate  becaufe  of  his  family  ftraights.  When  enquired  of  how  it 
fared  with  him,  his  anfwer  was  in  thefe  words,  "  Ut  plurimum  deeft 
panis."  What  a  fhame  is  it  that  fo  great,  a  man  mould  be  forced  fo 
to  fpeak  !  And  after  he  was  prefident  of  the  College  the  country  was 
not  fo  grateful  to  him  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  nor  could  he  have 
fubfifte*d  if  he  had  not  received  fupplies  from  England  out  of  eftate 
^tvlncn  he  left  there." 

■[  .lie  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1691.     His  native  place;  was 
Charleflbwn. 

J   Now  Newton. 

Church  Records- 
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ed)  there  is  not  in  that  country  either  ordained  minifter, 
or  any  church  in  full  gofpel  order  ^  fo  neither  impofition 
of  the  hands  of  the  Prefbytery,  nor  donation  of  the  right 
hand  of  fellowfhip,  to  be  expected  there,  nor  from  any 
place  much  nearer  to  them  than  ourfelves." 

In  honour  of  the  place  from  which  they  emigrated,  they 
named  their  new  fettlement  Dorchefter,  It  is  fituated  on 
the  northreaft  bank  of  Afhley  river,  and  about  eighteen 
miles  weft  north-weft  of  Charlefton, 

The  fucceftbr  of  Mr.  Lord  was  Rev.  Hugh  Fiflaer,  who 
died  October  6,  1734. 

Rev.  John  Ofgood,  who  was  born  in  the  fame  fociety, 
educated  in  Harvard  College,  and  graduated  in  1733,  fuc* 
ceeded,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1735,  to  the  paftoral  charge 
of  the  fame  church  at  Dorchefter,  S.  C.  and  Beech  Hill 
which  was  a  part  of  jhe  fettlement  \  and  officiated  in  each, 
place  alternately. 

This  fituation  being  unhealthful,  and  the  quantity  of 
lands  too  fmall  for  the  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1752  they 
projected  a  fettlement  in  Georgia.  A  few  perfons  went 
into  that  province  in  fearch  of  lands  ;  and,  having  prefer- 
red a  petition  to  the  Legiflature,  procured  a  grant  of  thir- 
ty-one thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  This  tract 
lies  to  the  fouthward  of  Ogechee  river,  and  about  thirty 
miles  fouthrwefterly  from  Savannah,  in  the  parrfh  former- 
ly called  St?  John's,  now  denominated  Liberty  county. 

Finding  a  general  difpofition  in  the  people  to  remove^ 
Rev.  Mr.  Ofgood  went  into  this  new  fettlement  in  March,. 
1754,*  and  the  whole  church  and  fociety  gradually  fettled 
and  collected  there.  The  town  they  formed  is  named. 
Midway. 

The 

*  "  His  tender  regard  for  his  congregation,  (fays  Dr.  Zubly  in  his 
funeral  fermon  on  Mr.  Ofgood)  and  his  anxiety  that  they  might  be  kept 
together,  engaged  him  to  remove  into  this  province,  and  to  fhare  with 
them  a^l  the  inconveniences  that  attend  the  fettling  of  a  wildernefs  ;  and 
he  lived  to  fee  their  endeavours  fo  bleued  as  to  turn  tBis  wildernefs  into 
a  garden,  and  the  defert  into  fields  which  God  hath  bleffed."      > 

Mr.  Ofgood  died  Auguft  2,  1773.  After  his  death  the  church  was 
occafionaliy  fupplied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Rev.  Daniel  Roberts,  Rev. 
Jofeph  Cook,  and  others.  In  1776,  Rev.  Mofes  Allen,  who  was  orig- 
inally from  Connecticut,  and  educated  at  the  College  in  New-Jerfey, 
fucceeded  to  the  paftoral  charge.  Ja 
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The  original  church  at  Dorchefter,  South-Carolina,  lay 
in  a  ruined  condition  from  the  period  of  the  emigration 
of  the  firft  fettlers  till  1794,  when  a  fmall  body  were  re* 
organized.  A  year  or  two  after  they  fettled  Mr.  James 
Adams  over  them,  who  obtained  a  vote  of  feparation 
March,  1804.  A  neat  Congregational  church  has  lately 
been  erected  on  the  fpot  where  the  firft  fettlers  built  their 
place  of  worfliip.* 

1705.  Auguft  29.  The  powder  works  in  Dorchefter 
were  blown  up  ;  but  no  one  received  any  injury. 

Other  hiftorical  particulars  of  the  town  will  be  found 
under  the  articles  which  fucceed, 

topography,    Purchafes  and  Grants  of  Land,  &c. 

Dorchefter  is  fituated  fouth  of  Bofton,  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  and  an  half,  meafuring  from  the  centre  of  each 

town. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1778,  the  fociety  was  entirely  broken 
up  and  difperfed  by  the  Britifh  army  from  Florida  under  the  command 
£>f  General  Provoft.  Some  fled  into  Chatham  county,  and  fome  into 
South-Carolina.  The  army  wantonly  laid  wafte  all  before  them,  burn- 
ed the  meeting-houfe  at  Midway,  almoft  every  dwelling  houfe  in  the 
fettlement,  and  the  crops  of  rice  then  in  ftacks.  In  December  follow- 
ing Savannah  was  reduced  by  the  Britifh  troops,  commanded  by  Col. 
Campbell.  At  this  time  Mr.  Allen  was  taken  prifoner.  The  conti- 
nental officers  were  fent  to  Sunbury  on  paroje,  except  Mr.  Allen,  who 
was  chaplain  of  the  Georgia  brigade  ;  he  was  denied  that  privilege. 
*'  His  warm  exhortations  from  the  pulpit  (fays  Dr.  Ramfay),  and  his 
animated  exertions  in,  the  field  expofed  him  to  the  particular  refentment 
of  the  Britifh.  They  fent  him  with  the  private  foldiers  on  board  the 
prifon  mips.  "Wearied  with  a  confinement  of  feveral  months  in  that 
loathfome  place,  and  feeing  no  profpect  of  relief,  he  determined  to  at- 
tempt the  recovery  of  his  liberty,  by  throwing  himfelf  into  the  river  and 
fwimming  to  an  adjacent  point  ;  but  he  was  drowned  in  the  attempt." 

On  the  profpect  of  peace  the  inhabitants  returned  to  Midway.  In 
November,  1785,  they  fettled  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes  ;  but  on  account  of 
his  health  he  was  obliged  to  leave  them,  June  21,  1791,  and  is  now 
minifler  at  Cambridge.  He  was  fucceeded  at  Midway  by  Rev.  Cyrus 
Guilderfleeve,  who  was  ordained  December  14,  1 791.  In  1797  there 
were  one  hundred  and  fifty  communicants. 

[For  the  particulars  of  this  note  I  am  indebted  to  information  derive^ 
through  my  much  refpetled  friend,  Rev.   Mr.  Holmes. 

*  At  my  requeft,  my  beloved  chriftian  brother,  Rev.  Mr.  Mc.  Kean 
yifited  Dorchefter  in  his  travels  through  South-Carolina,  and  commur 
nicated  to  me  information  refpecting  the  firft  fettlement  of  that  place 
*hich  I  have  recited  above. 
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town.  It  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  Roxbury  and  Ded- 
ham,  on  the  fouth  by  Milton  and  Quincy,  and  on  the  eaft 
and  north  by  Bbfton  harbour.  It  was  originally  very  ex- 
teniive,  ^comprehending  the  whole  of  the  territory  now 
contained  in  Milton,  Stoughton,  Sharon,  Canton,  and 
Foxborough.  It  was  then  about  thirty-five  miles  in 
length,  and  in  fome  places  from  fix  to  eight  in  width.  At 
prefent  it  contains  about  8400  acres  ;  and  confidered  fepa- 
rately  from  its '  peninfulas,  iflands*  and  that  part  of  it 
known  by  the  appellation  of  "  the  farms,"  its  greateft 
length  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-weft  is  about  fix  miles, 
and  its  breadth  from  north-weft  to  fcuth-eaft  three  miles 
and  an  half. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  antient  property  and 
limits  of  the  town,  are  deemed  worth  recording. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  firft  fettler$  were 
kindly  received  by  the  aborigines.  Liberty  to  remain 
here  was  granted  them,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  were 
careful  to  purchafe  the  territory  of  the  Indians  and  "  for 
a  valuable  confideration"  they  bought  a  tract  of  land  from 
what  is  now  called  Roxbury  brook  on  the  weft  to  Ne- 
poniit  river  on  the  fouth,  and  on  the  other  fides  bounded, 
by  the  fea. 

In  1636  the  General  Court  made  a  grant,  in  addition 
to  this,  as  far  as  the  Great  Blue  Hill,  and  the  town  took 
a  deed  of  Kitchmakin,  fachem  of  Mafiachufetts,  for  the 
fame** 

After  this,  the  boundaries  of  the  town  were  run,  and 
are  entered  in  the  Town  Records,  as  follows  ;  "  To  run 
from  the  outfide  of  Mr.  Rofiter's  farm  next  the  fea,  to 
the  foot  of  the  Great  Blue  Hill,  from  a  marked  tree,  to  a 
fecond  marked  tree  in  a  ftrait  line  to  the  top  of  the  Blue 
Hill  next  Neponfit,  S.  W.  and  by  W.  half  a  point  wefter- 
ly  ;  and  all  the  marlh  ground  from  the  fouth  fide  of  Mr. 
Newbury's  houfe  along  Neponfit  river  to  Mr.  Stoughton's 
mill,  to  lie  in  Dorchefter, — and  all  the  reft  of  the  upland 
and  marfh  from  Mr.  Rofiter's  farm  to  the  fea,  and  fo  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  beyond  Minodiquid  river  running 
into  the  country  fouthward,  and  to  the  weft  to  lie  to 
^ Bofton,, 

*  Blake.— -This  pact  has  fince  been  fet  off  and  incorporated  by  the 
m»me  of  Milton* 
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Bofton,  only  excepting  fuch  land  as  they  have  a  right  to 
by  grant  of  the  Court  formerly." 

In  1637,  the  General  Court  made  a  fecond  grant  to  the 
town  extending  to  the  Plymouth  line,  called  "  J:he  New  I 
Grant  in  but  the  town  was  not  able  to  make  a  contract 
immediately  with  the  Indians.  It  was  not  till  1666  that  | 
the  purchafe  was  completed  of  Jonas  Chickatabot  ;  and  j 
three  years  from  that,  before  he  engaged  to  fign  a  full  and  ! 
complete  deed.  Before  that  was  properly  authenticated,  | 
he  was  ilain  in  the  wars  by  the  Mohawks  y  but  Squamaug  j 
his  brother,  ruling  as  fachem  during  the  minority  of  Jere-  \ 
my  Chickatabot,  fon  of  Joftas$  gave  an  ample  deed  which  f 
was  alfo  figned  and  confirmed  by  Jeremy  himfelf  in  167 1,  | 
when  the  town  afieffed  a  rate  of  £.2$  to  pay  for  the  \ 
purchafe. 

Thefe  afe  pleafing  evidence's  of  the  precaution  ufed  by  j 
the  early  fettlers  to  make  regular  purchafes  of  the  natives,,  jl 

When  the  line  between  Dorchefter  and  the  old  colony  | 
was  run  in  1713,  a  part  of  the  laft  grant  and  purchafe  was  I 
cut  off ;  Mr.  Thaxter  and  Mr.  Thompfon  miftaking  Sta~  V 
iion  tree  for  Angle  tree^  which  are  three  miles  and  an  half  I 
apart.* 

Thompfon's  ifland  was  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  j 
a  fchool  in  1639  ;    but  afterwards  the  town  was  fued  out 
of  its  pofTeffion,  and  the  General  Court  granted  one  thou^  I 
fand  acres  of  wild  land  in  lieu  of  it.f 

The  Indians  on  Neponfit  river  having  fold  away  all  their  |.| 
lands,  and  finding  themfelves  in  the  way  of  the  new  fet- ! 
tiers,  applied  to  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot  at  Roxbury  for  advice.  I 
He  had  been  among  them  to  preach  to  them,  and  gained  II 
their  confidence  and  veneration.     He  readily  exerted  his- 
influence  in  their  behalf,  propofed  to  them  to  move  to 
Punkipog4   about   fifteen    miles    farther    back    into  the 
woods.      To  accomplifli  this,  he  fent    a  letter  to   major 
Atherton  of  Dorchefter,  full  of  grateful  acknowledgments, 
in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  "  thanking  him  and  all  the  good 

people 

M  ,  .11 1  1        1  1   ,  ■     11        .         1   '  1     1        '         1   1  '  1  '  1 

*  See  letter  of  Mr.  Noah  Clap,  town-clerk  of  Dorchefter,  inferted  in 
the  Hiftorical  Collections,  V.  i.  p.  100. 

f  Blake.    • 

%  Sometimes  fpelled  Ponkipog,  Punkipoag,  and  Paktfnit.  The  name 
fjgnifies  "  a  fpring  iffuing  out  of  red  earuV' 
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people  of  Dorchefter  that  they  were  allowed  peaceably  to 
refide  in  their  village  ;"  and  then  makes  a  requeft,  "  ift, 
that  you  would  pleafe  to  make  an  order  in  your  town, 
and  record  it  in  your  town  records,  that  you  allow  the 
Indians  at  Ponkipog,  there  to  lit  down,  and  to  make  a 
town,  and  to  allow  fuch  accommodations  as  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  maintain  God's  ordinances  among  them  another 
day.  sdly.  That  you  would  appoint  fit  men,  who  may 
in  a  fit  feafon,  bound  and  lay  out  out  the  fame,  and  re- 
cord that  alio/'  This  letter  bears  date,  "  Roxbury,  4th 
of  the  4th  month,  16 $j" 

Accordingly,  at  a  genera!  town  meeting  on  the  7th  of 
December  following,  it  was  voted  that  the  Hon.  Major 
Atherton,  Lieutenant  Clap,  Enfign  Fofter,  and  William 
Sumner,  be  defired  and  impowered  to  lay  out  the  Indian 
plantation  at  Punkipog,  not  exceeding  fix  thoufand  acres- 
It  appears  that  this  was  done,  for,  in  a  deed  from  Charles 
Jofiah  an  Indian  fachem,  bearing  date  June,  1684,  ne  rati- 
fied  and  confirmed,  for  a  valuable  mm  of  money  paid  him 
by  William  Stoughtony  Efq.  what  his  father  Jeremy  and 
his  grandfather  Chickatabot  had  done  before  him  ;  grant- 
ing and  conveying  all  the  land  in  the  town  of  Dorchefter 
and  Milton,  faid  fix  thoufand  acres  laid  out  for  the  Indians 
excepted.* 

At  the  fame  meeting  (1657)  five  hundred  acres  were 
granted  to  Lieut.  Roger  Glap  ;  and  one  thoufand  to  be 
laid  out  for  the  fupport  of  the  fchool  in  Dorchefter. 

In  1659  four  hundred  acres  of  land  were  granted  to 
the  ufe  of  the  miniftry,  and  five  hundred  to  the  non-com- 
moners. 

1 662.     Unquety\  (now  Milton)  was  fet  off  a  townfhip. 

1698.  This  year  was  finifhed  the  laying  out  of  the 
twelve  divifions  of  land,  fo  called,  in  the  new-grant,  beyond 
the  Blue  Hills.  They  were  laid  out  and  furveyed  by  or- 
der of  the  proprietors  ;  John  Butcher,  furveyor. 

In   1707  Punkipog  plantation,  with  fome  other  of  the 

inhabitants 

*  For  fome  account  of  this  Indian  fettlement  fee  Gookin's  Hiftoricai 
Collections  of  the  Indians  in  New-England,  published  in  the  firft  voL 
of  Hiftoricai  Society,  page   184. 

f  Sometimes  called  Uncataqmjfeti* 
VOL,    IX.  X 
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inhabitants  of  the  new-grant,  were  fet  off  a  precinct  by 
themfelves,  as  far  as  Mafhepog  pond  and  Moofe  hill  ;  and 
the  rneeting-houfe  ordered  to  be  fet,  where  it  now  ftands, 
upon  Packeen  river.  When  they  obtained  the  act  of  in- 
corporation from  the  General  Court  in  1726,  the  town 
was  called  Stoughton  as  a  tribute  of  refpect  to  lieutenant- 
governour  William  Stoughton^ 

The  "  twenty  proprietors"  were  incorporated  into  a 
diftinct  body,  with  powers  to  lay  out  and  fell  lands,  &c 
and  held  their  lirft  meeting  June  17,  17 13.  Their  laft 
bears  date  .     Their- records  and  plans 

are  in  the  poffeffion  of  Deacon  Topliff.- 

17-14.  The  line  between  Borchefter  and  Wrentharn 
wa$  extended  from  Station  tree,  the  fouth-weft  bounds 
before  made,  to  near  the  Patent  or  Colony  Hne.-*" 

Face  of  the  Town,  fcrV.- 

The  furface  of  the  ground,  being  agreeably  diverfifiecl 
kito  hill  and  dale,  gives  a  great  variety  of  foil  and  prof* 
peel.  Several  of  the  hills  afford  extenlive  views  of  the 
Jiarbour  and  iflands  on  the  eaft%  and  of  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  country  in  other  directions  ;  and  offen,  on  their 
fertile  fides  or  airy  fummits,  very  eligible  fcites  for  build- 
ing, unequalled,  perhaps,  in  the  Commonwealth. 

In  the  north-eafterly  extremity  of  the  town,  called 
cc  Dorchefter  neck,"  are  thofe  celebrated  heights  on  which 
forts  were  erected  during  the  late  war  with  Great -Britain. 
Thefe  are  fo  near  to  Bolton  and  to  Caftle  William,  (now 
mailed  Fort  Independence)  as  completely  to  command  both 
that  town  and  harbour. 

Moft  of  the  cliffs  of  rock  in  the  town  are  formed  of 
what  are  called  pudding  fiones.  Thefe  coniift  of  concretions 
of  fmall  rounded  pebbles,  often  highly  polifhed,  mixed 
with  interitices  either  of  confolidated  fand  or  petrified 
clay.  The  former  kind,  when  expofed  to  the  air  frequent- 
ly crumbles,  and  the  fluid  and  pebbles  feparate.  This  is 
©bfervable  of  cliffs  fartheft  from  the  fea  fhore,  at  the  dif- 
\tance  of  four  or  five  miles  ;  and  I  have  obferved  none 
more  remote.  The  latter  kind  is  very  compact,  and  never 
feparated  but  with-  force,  for  the  purpofe  of  building;. 

walls, 

*  Blake, 
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wtf&&)  &c.  In  both  the  pebbles  entirely  refemble  thofe 
found  on  the  beech,  where  they  are  rounded  by  continual 
friction  during  the  rufhing  in  and  receding  of  the  tide. 

River  and  BkooL 

Neponfit  fiver.-  is  the  boundary  line  between  the  town, 
and  Milton.  It  hath  its  rife  from  Cedar  fwamp  in  Fox- 
borough  :  though  a  confidejable  current  flows  from  it 
from  Mafbapog  pond  in  Stoughton. 

The  bridge  over  this  river  uniting  the  town  with  Mil- 
ton was  built  in  the  year  1651.  A  few  years  fmce  a 
handfame  arch  was  ftretched  over  it,  bearing  this  infcrip- 
tion,  "  We  unite  in  defence  of  our  Country  and 
Laws." 

Another  bridge  has  been  built  over  the  river  from 
Squantum  .by  the  Ouincy  turnpike  aflbciation,  and  was 
completed  in  the  year  1803. 

Mother  brook,  is  a  ftream  flowing  fpontaneoufly  from 
Charles'  river  in  Bedham,  though  its  channel  has  been 
enlarged  by  cutting.  It  crofles  the  fouth-weft  corner  of 
the  town,  and  falls  into  Neponfit.  The  circumftance  of 
a  brook  flowing  out  of  one  river  into  another  is  very  An- 
gular, 

Bay. 

Dorchefter  has  but  one  bay,  which  is  divided  by  a  pro* 
montory,  called  Fox  point,  into  two  feparate  harbours. 
That  which  is  formed  on  the  fouth  fide  is  the  moft  con- 
siderable, and  has  feveral  wharves,  but  is  not  fupplied  with 
fumcient  depth  of  water  for  vefiels  of  a  large  fize.  The 
other  is  known  by  the  name  of  "  Old  Harbour"  ;  fo  call- 
ed from  being  the  place  where  the  firft:  fettlers  of  the  town 
came  on  fiiore. 

The  bay  is  met  on  the  S.  W.  by  Neponfit  river,  which 
Is  navigable  by  vefiels  of  confiderable  burden  almoft  to 
Milton  mills.  The  land  here  forms  a  promontory  called 
"  Prefton's  point,' '  and  fometimes  "  Tinian  ;"  on  which 
a  fort  was  erected  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
The  fituation  of  the  point  is  very  pleafant. 

Near  this  place  is  a  fmall  creek  which  bears  the  name  of 
&  Barque  Warwick,"   from  a  fmall  veflel  which  ran  a- 

ground 
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ground  here  within  two  or  three  years  after  the  firft  fet- 
tlement  of  the  town  \  the  remains  of  which  are  ftill  to  be 
feen, 

Verimfulas, 

One  of  thefe  is  known  by  the  name  of  "  Dorchefter 
point/'  It  lies  in  an  irregular  form,  and  contains  about 
600  acres.  Its  north-eaft  extremity  approaches  within 
half  a  mile  of  Fort  Independence,  and  its  north-weft  is 
about  the  fame  difbnce  from  the  fouth  part  of  Bofton, 
with  which  to  connect  it  by  a  bridge  or  dam  would  be 
eafy  ;    and  a  plan  is  in  agitation  for  that  purpofe. 

Two  hills  on  this  peninfula,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
each  other,  are  the  celebrated  heights  of  which  mention 
has  been  mad^. 

Squantum  is  a  fmaller  peninfula,  running  into  the  fea  in 
a  north-eaft  direction  from  "  the  farms,"  (to  which  it  is 
united  by  an  ifthmus  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long) 
until  it  comes  nigh  to  Thompfon's  ifland.  The  land  here 
5s  generally  good,  efpecially  for  mowing  and  pafturage. 
It  rifes  by  a  gradual  afcent  on  all  fides  to  a  confiderable 
height  ;  and  its  fummit  commands  a  noble  profpect  of 
the  harbour  and  circumjacent  country.  At  the  north-eaft 
extremity  is  an  abrupt  pile  of  rocks,  known  by  the  name 
of  "  the  Chapel." 

The  Farms  are  a  tract  of  land  on  the  fouth-eaft  of  the 
bay,  and  contiguous  to  Milton  and  Quincy,  The  foil  is  in 
fome  parts  tolerably  good,  but  in  general  it  is  light  and 
fandy.  It  produces  confiderable  crops  of  indianrcorn, 
barley,  and  pats  j  but  its  mowing  and  pafturage  are  indif- 
ferent. 

IJIands. 

There  are  belonging  to  the  town  two  iflands,  "  Thomp- 
fon's" and  "  the  Moon."  The  former  contains  about  100 
acres,  and  is  inhabited  ;    the  latter  about  30  acres. 

Mills, 

.  The  firft  mill  built  in  Dorchefter,  and  "  the  firfl  in  the 
Colony"  was  erected  by  Mr.  Stoughton,  by  leave  of  the 
plantation,  on  Neponfit  river,  in  the  year  1633.* 

There 

*  Blake, 
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There  are  now  belonging  to  the  town  ten  mills  ;  viz. 
three  paper  mills,  two  chocolate  mills,  three  grift  mills,  and 
two  fulling  mills,  fituated  on  Neponfit  river,  and  a  grift 
tide-mill  on  a  creek  which  runs  up  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  on  the  eafterly  part  of  the  town.f 

Manufaclures, 

The  principal  manufaclures  of  the  town  are  bricks,| 
paper,  chocolate,  leather,  and  boots  and  Ihoes  of  various 
kinds  ;  riding  carriages,  cabinet  work,  elegant  and  plain 
looking  glafs  frames,  playing  cards,  woolen  cloths  and 
fluffs. 

Salt  Works. 

In  the  year  1802  fait -works  were  erecled  on  Prefton's 
point  by  Captain  Deane.  They  confifl  of  a  feries  of  vats, 
two  hundred  feet  in  length  and  twenty  feet  in  width, 
making  about  four  thouland  fuperficial  feet  of  expofure 
to  the  power  of  evaporation.  Thefe  works  produced  the 
laft  year  one  hundred  and  thirty  bufhels  of  fait  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality  and  remarkably  pure  ;  and  during  the  win- 
ter a  confiderable  quantity  of  Glauber's  falts  were  chryf-  \ 
talized. 

Majors  James  and  Edward  Robinfon  are  now  erecting 
a  fet  of  works  upon  a  new  conftru&ion,  of  which  they 
give  the  following  defcription  : 

"  The  water  is  brought  into  troughs,  elevated  to  what- 
ever height  the  owner  may  choofe  ;  and  from  them, 
brought  down  upon  the  face  of  the  reflectors,  which  (land 
over  inclined  planes  ox  platforms.  The  water  is  carried  down 
by  elects,  which  are  alfo  refleclors,  which  convey  it  for- 
wards, and  backwards,  over  the  face  of  the  large  refleclors, 
until  it  be  brought  down  to  the  head  of  the  platforms,  over 
which  it  is.  conveyed  again  by  elects,  until  it  runs  back- 
wards and  forwards  (the  little  rivulets  being  about  one 
inch  and  an  half  feparated)  until  it  traverfe  the  whole  fur- 
face,  from  which  it  is  conducted  into  vats,  and  carried 
back  again  by  pumps  into  the  troughs,  if  not  fufficiently 
pickled  ;  and  then  carried  again  over  the  face  of  the  re- 
flectors 

f  On  Neponfit  river  on  Milton  fide,  are  alfo  three  paper  mills,  one 
grift  mill,  one  faw  mill,  and  one  chocolate  mill. 
I  4,0.90,000  bricks  were  made  in  the  year  1 803, 
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fieclors  and  platforms,  as  before.  The  refteclors  are  alfo  tfoe 
roofs,  which  are  much  lefs  coftly  than  thofe  in  the  other 
mode  ;  and  in  the  .evaporation  anfwer  a  moft  important 
purpofe.  When  the  water  is  pickled,  it  alfo  ftands  under 
refleclors  and  lenfes,  if  any  choofe  to  improve  the  latter^ 
which,  doubtlefs,  will  very  foon  chryftallize  the  brine... 
An  hundred  feet  in  this  way,  k  is  believed,  will  much 
exceed  a  thoufand  in  the  former.  What  is  an  agreeable 
confideration  is,  much  of  the  works  in  the  old  way  may 
be  added  to  thefe,  to  the  very  great  profit  of  the  owners, 
&ecaufe  the  chief  of  their  works  are  vats  and  roofs,  the  lat- 
ter of  which  only  are  loll.  However,  the  advantage  arif- 
mg  from  the  cheapnefs  of  the  roofs  in  the  new  invention, 
and  thefe  being  turned  into  refleclors,  will  a  great  deal 
more  than  repay  the  damage.  One  hundred  feet,  prepared 
for  pickling  the  water,  will  very  foon  prepare  great  quan- 
tities to  be  put  into  the  fait  rooms  or  vats,  in  which  the 
fait  is  made  ;  and  hence  at  comparatively  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pence  of  time,  much  greater  quantities  of  fait  can  be  pro? 
ciuced,  than  ever  have  been  before.3 ? 

Meeting  Houfe, 

The  firft  place  for  publick  worfhip  was  erected  on  the 
plain,  not  far  from  "  Old  harbour,"  where  they  landed,* 
It  was  furrounded  by  pallifadoes,  was  the  place  for  the 
ckpofit  of  military  ftores,  and  for  refort  in  cafe  of  alarm 
from  the  Indians,  A  fentinel  was  kept  at  the  gate  every 
night  -,  and  thither  the  people  carried  their  plate  and  moft 
valuable  articles  every  evening,  to  be  preferved  in  fafety. 

In  1676  a  new  meeting  houfe  was  ereded  on  the  hill 
where  the  prefent  one  ftands.  The  work  was  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Ifaac  Royal,  and  performed  for  two  hundred 
pounds.  The  elm  trees  about  it  were  fet  out  by  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Tileftone.f  After  the  building  was  completed  the 
old  one  was  fold,  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  to  Mr.  Royal,  for 
j£.io.  The  firft  affembling  Jn  the  new  meeting  houfe  was 
011  Nov.   17,   1678. 

This  place  of  worfhip  having  fallen  into  decay,  and  be- 
ing too  fmall  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants,  a  new  one  jj 

was 

*  Near  to  where  Col.  Swan's  pavilion  now  Hands. 
+  Thefe  noble  trees  were  cut  down  at  the  commencement  of  the 
■late  w&\ 
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was  raifed  in  1743,  fixy-eight  feet  by  forty-fix,  with  a.  tow- 
er fourteen  feet  fquare,  and  a  fteeple  one  hundred  and 
four  feet  high  to  the  vane.  The  whole  coft  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fixty-feven  pounds,  ten  {hillings, 
and  eleven  pence,  old  tenor.  The  firft  meeting  in  it  was 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1744 ;  when  Mr.  Bowman  preach- 
ed a  fermon  fuitable  to  the  occafion  from  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  1. 
On  leaving  the  old  houfe  the  Lord's  day  preceding  he  dif- 
courfed  from  Rev.  iii.  3. 

In  1752  the  new  bell  was  hung.  It  was  given  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  common  and  undivided  lands,  late  in 
the  townfhip  of  Dorchefter  and  now  in  Stoughton.  It 
was  imported  from  Briftol  in  England  ;  weighs  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  and  coft  the  company 
fifty  pounds  fterling. 

Sept.  23,  1753.  Began  to  read  the  fcriptures  as  a  parfc 
of  the  publick  fervice  on  the  Lord's  day. 

In  1795  the  meeting  houfe  was  enlarged,  by  firft  divid- 
ing it  along  the  ridge  pole,  and  one  half  moved  off  four- 
teen feet,  and  then  building  an  addition  in  the  middle. 
After  which  the  tower  and  fteeple  were  moved,  ftanding, 
feven  feet,  to  bring  it  to  the  centre  of  the  end.  This  in- 
genious operation  was  performed  by  deacon  Edward 
Pierce  of  Dorchefter,  by  means  of  fcrews,  and  with  the 
ftnength  of  only  four  men. 

Schools*- 

There  are  five  annual  fchools  in  the  town.  The  fchool- 
noufe  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  brick  ;  the  others  are 
commodious  wooden  buildings. 

A  facial  Library  was  formed  in  1793.  At  prefent  it 
eonfifts  of  about  &vq  hundred  volumes,  of  the  beft  modern 
authors  ;   with  means  for  an  annual  increafe. 

Population. 

By  the  laft  cen&s  Dorchefter  contained  2,347  inhabit 
tants. 

Bills  of  Births  and  Deaths, 

*c  The  records  of  births  and  deaths  before  the  year  1657 
Were  accidentally  burnt  in  Thomas  Millet's  houfe,  and  ft> 
are  all  loft,  excepting  that  a  few  families  had  kept  an  ac- 
count of  their  children's  births^  and  entered  them  in  the 
next  book  of  records."*;  •  The 

;*  Blake's  MS,  Annals 
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The  following  Tables  are  compiled  from  the  regiftry 
of  the  town-clerk,  compared   with  records   kept  in   the  I 
families  of  Blake,  Pierce,  and  others. 


Year.  Births. 

.Death 

Year. 
1678 

Births. 

Death 

Year. 

Births  Death 

Year. 
I720 

Births 
27 

Deaths 

8 

1657I9 

l7 

33 

20 

l699 

27 

ii" 

1658.3I 

9 

1679 

29 

l8 

I700 

34 

*5 

1721 

53 

12s 

16  59 

18 

7 

l680 

35 

8 

1701 

35 

19 

1722 

43 

14 

1660 

29 

6 

l68l 

27 

17 

1702 

31 

14 

1723 

45 

22 

1661 

19 

7 

1682 

33 

12 

1703 

35 

8e 

1724 

43 

15 

1662 

*3 

5 

1683 

28 

*'• 

I7O4 

40 

12 

*7*5 

53 

*5 

1663 

5a 

5a 

1684 

24 

8 

I7O5 

41 

6f 

1726 

44 

9 

1664 

18 

8 

1685  22 

4 

I706 

38 

10 

1727 

28 

6 

1665 

29 

5 

1686 

25 

7 

I707 

31 

12 

1728 

39 

10 

1666 

*3 

6 

1687 

33 

10 

I708 

33 

14 

1729 

26 

9 

1667 

26 

5 

1688 

32 

20 

I7O9 

48 

11 

1730 

38 

11 

1668 

20 

5 

1689 

31 

13 

I7IO 

39 

10 

l73l 

44 

16 

1669 

22 

6 

1690 

*5 

3«c 

I7II 

35 

14 

1732 

36 

1911 

1670 

23 

4 

1 69 1 

26 

20 

1712 

38 

l6 

l733 

37 

J3 

1 67 1 

*7 

5 

1692 

21 

16 

l7l3 

27 

l3 

1734 

22 

*5 

1672 

14 

3b 

1693 

35 

i7 

1714 

36 

22 

l735 

33 

18 

l673 

25 

6 

1694 

25 

12 

I71S 

35 

J3 

1736 

41 

20 

1674 

20 

4 

l695 

31 

9 

1716 

47 

10 

l737 

32 

18 

l675 

37 

r3 

1696 

29 

7 

1717 

28 

J5 

1738 

48 

x3 

1676 

35 

28 

1697 

26 

6 

1718 

37 

23 

1*739 

33 

21 

1677 

S« 

12 

1698 

33 

7 

1719 

34 

11 

1 

a  Only  that  number  recorded. 
b  William  Dier,  aged  93. 


c  "  There  is  a  memorandum  (fays  Mr.  Blake)  in  my  father's  book, 
in  the  account  he  kept,  that  from  the  firft  of  April,  1 690,  unto  the  firft 
of  July,  1 69 1,  that  is,  one  year  and  four  months,  there  died  in  Dorche£ 
ter  fifty-feven  perfons,  thirty-three  of  them  of  the  fmall-pox,  the  reft  of 
a  fever,  and  moft  of  them  of  a  middle  age.  About  the  fame  time, 
[1690]  loft  at  fea  forty-fix  foldiers  that  went  to  Canada,  in  all  one  hun-j 
dred  and  three." 

d  One  perfon  aged  85,  and  one  98. 

e  One  aged  83,  and  one  93. 
Feb.  6,  1705,  died  the  widow  Wyat,  aged  94  ;    "  having  as  a  mid- 
wife aflifted  at  the  birth  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  odd  child- 1 
ren."     Blake. 

e  "  This  year  the  fmall-pox  went  through  Bofton,  and  it  was  in  twen- 
ty-nine families  of  this  town,  whereof  thirteen  perfons  died,  two  of  thenar 
being  ftrangers."     Blake. 

h  Several  aged  people  died  of  a  prevailing  epidemick  cold. 
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i6gf 

Year, 

|  Baptiims*  |  D'th's. 

Year.  |  Bpm  |  D'ths.  |  Year.  |  Bpm  |  D'ths.  |  Year.  |  Bpm  |  D'thi 

I74O 

41 

20k 

1757 

48 

19 

1774 

40 

26^ 

1791 

42 

32  : 

I  741 

44 

12 

I758 

37 

18 

1775 

49 

nT 

1792 

37 

36z 

1742 

35 

io1 

1759 

33 

28 

1776 

32 

56s 

1793 

35 

39A 

1743 

40 

27 

1760 

33 

.28 

1777 

40 

32t 

1794 

47 

19B 

1744 

!  33 

22 

1761 

A1 

53° 

1778 

3° 

42" 

1795 

39 

17c 

J745 

35 

26 

I762 

31 

26 

1779 

46 

J9 

1796 

61 

22 

1746 

32 

27 

I763 

42 

25 

1780 

S1 

18 

1797 

47 

2ID 

.1747 

30 

36 

1764 

54 

-23 

1781 

45 

13 

1798 

57v. 

34F 

11748 

!  33 

28 

1765 

44 

24 

1782 

42 

17 

1799 

,50 

38 

,x749 

36 

29 

I766 

37 

38 

1783 

41 

27v 

1800. 

43G 

41H 

.1750 

36 

37 

I767 

44 

'29 

1784 

41 

25v 

1801 

47 

44 

1751 

24 

36m 

I768 

44 

26p 

1785 

,44 

18 

1802 

40 

6iK 

1752 

33 

r5in 

1769 

42 

29 

1786 

41 

25w 

1803 

,44 

5oL 

1753 

3$ 

26 

I770 

52 

33 

1787 

26 

29 

1754 

34 

l8 

1771 

29 

18 

1788 

37 

IIX 

| 

1755 

31 

1  20 

1772 

46 

23 

1789 

41 

i6y 

j 

1756 

jft 

19 

1773 

23 

24 

179°  34  35 

t 

*  I  here  ufe  the  records  of  bapi'ifms,  as  that  of  births  in  the  town-clerk's 
office  appears  imperfect,  probably  from  the  negligence  of  parents  hi 
fending  in  the  names  of  their  children^ 

k  Mr.  John  Trefcot,  aged  90,  and  his  wife  aged  90; 
i  One  perfon  aged  93.  .        .     ,  .  .  -..    . 

m  Twelve  of  this  number  died  between  Nov.  22  and  Dec,  24. 
n  Several  died  of  ail  epidemick,  pleurify,  and  nervous  fever  5   twenty- 
four  in  January. 

0  Ten  died  in  tke  month  of  October,  and  fix  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, p  Five  very  fudden  deaths. 

q  Several  zgcd  perfons  died,  viz.  one  of  95,  two  of  86,  one  of  85,  one 
of  84,  one  of  73,  one  of  62,  and  one  of  58  years  of  age. 

r  More  aged  perfons  died,  viz.  one  [Mr.  Ifrael  Leadbetter]  of  97, 
6ne  of  88,  one  of  86,  two  of  72,  one  of  67,  and  one  of  64  years  of  age* 
This  year  alfo  forty  foldiers  were  buried. 

*  Four  died  of  die  ffnall-pox.'  *  Twelve  died  of  the  fmall-pox. 
u  Nine  died  of  the  fmall-por. 

v  Several  aged  perfons  died,  viz'.  6iie  of  87,  one  of  86,  one  of  84V 
&ne  of  82,  one  of  76,  one  of  73,  and  one  of  72  years  of  age. 

w  Died  one  perfon  aged  86,  and  one  71. 

x  One  aged  79*  1  One  perfon  aged  90,  one  84,  and  one  75V 

2  Died  ten  of  the  fmall-pox. 

A  One  perfon  aged  77,  one  76,  and  one  70* 

B  One  perfon  aged  86,  one  83,  four  78,  and  one  77. 

c  One  perfon  aged  97,  one  88,  and. two  78, 

D  One  perfon  aged  95.  E  and  five'  adults  baptized. 

F  Aged  perfons,  85,  83,  81,  j8,  75,  71  ;:  and  fifteen  children  under 
three  years  of  age.  •  Arid  three  adults  baptized. 

H  Mrs.  Thornton  aged  100,  and  Mrs.  Tolman  aged  88. 

1  Three  adults  baptized. 

K  Aged  perfons,  87,  77,  two  of  72,  one  of  71,  and  one  of  70.  Eight 
perfons  died  of  a  malignant  fever,  fix  of  them  children  of  Mr,  Bel* 
cher,  between  the  ages  of  14  and  30. 

L  Aged  perfons,  86,  85,  two  of  8o,T)ne  of  7S,  76^  75,,  74,  70. 
tol.  ix.         Y  Minifisrh: 
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Mini/lers. 

The  firft  minifters  in  the  town  were  Rev.  John  Ware- 
ham,  and  Rev.  John  Maverick,  who  came  together  from 
England,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  in  the  year  1630. 
"  Good  old  Mr.  Maverick"  as  Morton  ftiles  himj  died  at 
Boflon,  after  the  removal  of  a  large  part  of  his  church 
and  congregation  to  Connecticut,  on  the  third  of  February 
1636,  aged  60. 

Dr.  Mather  fills  up  two  columns  in  the  Magnalia  with 
an  account  of  Mr.  Wareham,  from  which  we  can  learn 
only  that  he  was  a  pious  man,  that  he  preached  with 
notes,  and  that,  from  religious  fcruples*  while  he  adminis- 
tered the  Lord's  fupper  to  others  he  for  feveral  years  de*. 
clined  partaking  himfelf.*  From  another  fource  we  learn 
that  he  died  at  "Windfor,  April    1,   1670.! 

When  a  new  church  was  gathered  at  Dorchefter,  Rev. 
Richard  Mather  was  inftalled  the  paftor. 

He  was  born  at  Lowton  in  the  parifh  of  Winwick  and 
county  of  Lancafter,  in  Great-Britain,  in  the  year  1596. 
His  parents  Thomas  and  Margaret  Mather  were  of  antient 
families  in  that  village.  Though  reduced  to  low  circum- 
flances,  they  gave  their  fon  a  good  education.  So  great 
was  his  early  proficiency  at  fchool,  that  he  was  elected  in 
161 1,  being  only  15  years  old,  to  take  the  inftruction  of 
a  fchool  at  Toxteth,  near  Liverpool.  In  this  office  he 
acquitted  himfelf  well,  "  fo  that  he  was  both  loved  and 
feared  by  his  fcholars,  beyond  what  is  ufual  even  where 
there  are  aged  matters."  After  having  fitted  feveral 
fcholars  for  the  univerfity,  he  removed  there  himfelf,  and 
entered  a  ftudent  in  Brazen  Nofe  college  at  Oxford.  He 
was  foon,  however,  recalled  to  Toxteth  by  a  requeft  of  the 
congregation  there  to  become  their  minifler.  He  accor- 
dingly returned,  and  preached  his  firft  fermon  on  the  1  oth 
of  Nov.  1 61 8,  Soon  after  he  received  epifcopal  ordina- 
tion' by  Dr.  Morton,  then  bifhop  of  Chefter. 

September 

||  New-England's  Memorial,  p.  115.  *  p.   120. 

f  A  daughter  of  his,  Eunice,  married  Rev.  Eleazer  Mather  firft. 
pallor  of  the  church  at  North-Hampton.  Her  only  daughter,  Eunice, 
wa$  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  Williams  of  Deerfield,  and  was  barbaroufly 
murdered  by  the  Indians  when  her  hufbaud  and  the  family  were  taken, 
eaptive,  March,  1703 — 4. 
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September  29,  1624,  he  married  Katherine,  daughter  6f 
Edmund  Hoult,  Efq.  of  Bury  in  Lancafhire  ;  with  whom 
he  lived  in  connubial  affection  thirty  years.  By  her  he  had 
Hx  fons  ;  of  whom  Samuel,  Timothy,  Nathaniel,  and 
Jofeph,  were  born  in  Great-Britain  5  and  Eleazer  and 
Increafe,  in  'New-England. 

After  having  preached  fifteen  years  he  was  fufpended 
and  filenced,  Auguft,  1633,  ^or  non-conformity  to  the  ef- 
ablifhment  ;  but  on  November  following  reftored  again, 
through  the  interceffion  of  friends.  But,  under  the  more 
rigorous  viiitations  of  the  archbiihop  of  York,  he  again, 
received  fentence  of  fufpenfion  in  1634.  His  never  having 
worn  the  furplice,  and  his  puritanick  principles,  were  alleg- 
ed againft  him.  Being  thus  "  inhibited  from  the  exercife 
of  his  minifterial  funcitions,"  placed  again  in  private  life, 
and  apprehenfive  of  the  feverity  of  thofe  perfecutions  an 
enraged  hierarchy  were  meditating,  he  refolved  upon  a 
removal  to  New-England.  Accordingly  he  drew  up  his 
reafons  for  fuch  a  determination,  and  exhibited  them  to 
the  minifters  and  others  in  Lancafhire  at  feveral  meetings 
appointed  for  their  consideration.  As  nothing  was  objec- 
ted againft  them  that  he  deemed  fatisfa&ory,  in  the  month 
of  April,  1635,  he  left  his  people  at  Toxteth,  and  jour- 
neyed to  Briftol  in  order  to  take  fhip  there.  He  was  obli- 
ged to  change  his  outer  habit,  that  he  might  travel  incog- 
nito, becaufe  purfuivants  were  feeking  to  apprehend  ;  but 
by  this  method  he  eluded  their  fearch.  From  Briftol  he 
failed  for  New-England,  May  23,  1635.  Two  of  his  fons, 
who  were  minifters,  came  with  him,  alfo  Jonathan  Mitchil, 
then  only  a  child  of  eleven  years  of  age  ;  afterwards  the 
famous  paftor  of  the  church  at  Cambridge.  The  fliip  en- 
countered a  moft  violent  and  dangerous  hurricane  on  the 
American  coaft,  but  providentially  arrived  fafe  in  Bofton 
harbour,  Auguft  17,  1635. 

Mr.  Mather  tarried  fome  months  with  his  wife  and 
family  in  Bofton.  Immediately  feveral  invitations  were 
made  to  him  from  Plymouth,  Roxbury,  and  other  towns 
to  fettle  with  them  ;  but,  by  the  advice  of  Meffrs.  Cot- 
ton, Hooker,  and  other  friends,  he  accepted  the  requeft 
from  Dorchefter,  and  began  the  gathering  and  forming  a 
church  there  (the  firft  church  having  mqved  with  Rev. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wareham  to  Connecticut)  in  Auguft,  1636  ;  and  on 
the  23d  of  that  month  was  conftituted  their  teacher, 

Nothwithftanding  many  preffing  invitations  to  return 
to  his  people  in  England,  he  continued  in  Dorchefter  till 
his  death. ' 

For  his  fecond  wife  he  married  the  widow  of  the  fa- 
mous John  Cotton. 

Though  in  his  old  age  he  experienced  many  infirmities, 
as  great  deafnefs,  the  lofs  of  fight  in  one  eye  for  feven 
years,  and  painful  attacks  from  the  ftone  ;  yet  fuch  was 
his  general  good  health,  that  it  js  obferyed  of  him  that 
"  in  fifty  years  together  he  was  not  detained  by  fickneffc 
fo  much  as  one  Lord's  day  from  publick  labours." 

As  he  was  attending  the  fynod  at  Bofton,  of  which  he 
was  chofen  moderator,  he  was  taken  with  a  violent  fit  of 
the  ftone,  which  in  five  days  put  a  period  to  his  life,  April 
22,  1669,  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  his  age. 

The  laft  texts  from  which  he  preached  were  Job  xivr 
14.  and  2  Tim.  iv.  6 — 8.  He  had  alfo  prepared  a  dif. 
ttourfe  upon  2  Cor.  v.  1.  to  be  delivered  at  a  private  con* 
ference  in  Dorchefter,  "  but  was  prevented  fpeaking  by 
bodily  pains." 

"  He  was  a  man  of  an  exemplary  life  and  converfation  ; 
a  good  fcholar  ;  and  a  plain,  folid,  practical  preacher.  He 
wrote  feveral  treatifes,  which  were  well  accepted  in  thofe 
times,  and  was  generally  confulted  in  all  difficulties  relat- 
ing to  church  government."*  He  drew  up  the  "  difcour- 
ies  about  the  church  covenant"  and  the  "  anfwer  to  the 
thirty-two' queftions,"  in  the  year  1639,  which  pafs  under 
the  names  of  the  minifters  of  New -England  ;  and  when 
the  "  platform  of  church  difcipline  was  agreed  to  by  a 
fynod  of  thefe  churches  in  the  year  1647,  ^r-  Mather's 
model  was  that  out  of  which  it  was  chiefly  taken. f 
Other  particulars  of  his  publications  may  be  found  in  the 
Magnalia. 

He  left  four  fons  in  the  miniftry,  one  of  whom,  Eleazer, 
pallor  of  the  church  at  Northampton,  died  about  three 
-months  after  his  father.    Samuel  was  teacher  of  a  church 

in 
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*  Neal,  Hift.  of  N.  Eng.  vol.  I.  p.  38^ 
^  Magnalia,  p.  128. 
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in  Dublin  in  Ireland  ;  Nathaniel?  minifter  of  Barnftable  in. 
Devon,  Great-Britain,  and  afterwards  of  Rotterdam  in 
Holland  ;  and  Increafe,  minifter  of  Bofion  in  New-England.  J 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1639,  Rev.  Jonathan  Burr 
was  fettled  as  colleague  with  Mr.  Mather.* 

He  was  born  at  Redgrave  in  Suffolk,  Great-Britain,  of 
godly  parents,  who  perceiving  his  early  love  of  letters* 
gratified  him  with  a  learned  education  :  and,  fays  Dr, 
Mather,f  "  though  literature  did  much  adorn  his  child* 
hood,  religion  did  fo  much  more  ;  for  he  had  from  $ 
child  known  the  holy  fcriptures,  which  made  him  wife 
unto  falvation.5*  In  his  earlieft  years,  n  fo  ftudious  wag 
he  as  to  leave  his  food  for  his  book,  and  withal  fo  pious 
as  to  leave  his  book  for  his  prayers." 

After  having  fpent  four  years  at  the  univerfity,  upon 
the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  the  count ry5  and 
was  employed  in  keeping  a  fchooj,  Here,  however,  he 
purfued  his  ftudies  with  fuch  diligence,  that  when  thofe 
of  his  Handing  were  to  take  their  degrees  of  mafterfhip, 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  moderators  ;  an  honourable 
diftinction  in  which  he  acquitted  himfelf  to  great  acceptance* 

For  a  while  he  preached  at  Horniger,  near  Bury  in 
Suffolk,  anc}  afterwards  took  the  charge  of  the  church  at 
Reckingfhal.  $  He  was  a  minifter  of  very  good  repute 
there  for  piety  and  learning.3' |j 

Having  been  illenced  for  non-conformity,  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  1639,  he  came  over  to  New-England,  with  his  wife 
and  three  children,  Soon  after  their  arrival  Ihe  was 
delivered  of  a  fourth?  The  following  year  he  with  hi$ 
family  had  the  fhiall-pox,  which,  as  inoculation  was  not 
then  praclifed,  was  a  very  malignant  and  dangerous  difT 
order  ;  but  they  all  happily  recovered,  though  it  left  Mr* 
Burr  in  a  ftate  of  debility  which  fhortened  his  days. 

Though  in  £he  difcharge  of  his  minifterial  office  at  Dor* 

chefler 


%  For  particulars  of  thefe,  fee  the  following  notices  of  graduates  at 
Harvard  College. 

*  The  church  records  do  not  fpecify  the  time,  but  I  find  that  on  the 
fcift  day  of  the  10th  month  [December]  "  Mr.  Jonathan  Burr  an$ 
Mrs.  Frances  his  wife  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  churcjb^>,* 

f  Magnalia,  p.  78. 

jj  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  216. 
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chefter  he  is  recorded  to  have  given  "  good  proof  of  his 
gifts  and  godlinefs  to  univerfal  fatisfaction,  yet  fome  little 
mifunderftandings  with  regard  to  certain  points  fuppofed 
to  favour  the  opinions  of  the  Familifts  arofe  between  him 
and  Mr.  Mather.  The  difTatisfaction  of  the  latter  was  fo 
great  that  a  council  was  called  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
federation. It  confifted  of  the  governour  and  another  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  ten  of  the  elders  of  the  neighbouring 
churches.  Four  days  were  fpent  in  the  difcuffion.  The 
refult  was  a  recommendation  to  the  two  paftors  "  to  fet 
apart  a  day  for  mutual  reconciliation  j"  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  with  mutual  conceflions,  <c  and  harmony 
and  a  good  underftanding  was  reftored."* 

Doctor  Mather  comments  largely  upon  Mr.  Burr's  em- 
inent piety,  bountiful  charity  to  the  poor,  tender  fympa- 
thy  with  the  afflicted,  amiable  difpofition,  and  unaffected 
meeknefs  of  fpirit. 

Though  dhlinguiChed  by  a  moft  exemplary  life  and  con- 
verfation,  and  by  the  moft  confcientious  difcharge  of  min- 
ifterial  duties  ;  yet  fuch  was  his  humility  that  he  would 
fometimes  complain  to  his  friends,  "  Alas  !  I  preach  not 
what  I  am,  but  what  I  ought  to  be."  "  Hence,  on  the 
Lord's  day,  after  he  came  home  from  his  publick  work, 
it  was  his  manner  prefently  to  retire  and  fpend  fome  time 
in  praying  to  God  for  the  pardon  of  the  fins  which  accom- 
panied him  in  his  work,  and  in  praifing  God  for  enabling 
him  to  go  in  any  meafure  through  it  ;  with  petitions  for 
the  good  fuccefs  of  his  labours.  He  would  then  come 
down  to  his  family  worfhip,  wherein  he  fpent  fome  hours 
inftruc"Hng  the  family  and  performing  other  duties  :  and, 
when  his  wife  defired  him  to  abate  of  his  exceffive  pains, 
his  anfwer  would  be  "  It  is  better  to  be  worn  out  with 
the  work  than  to  be  eaten  out  with  ruft."  It  was,  indeed, 
his  joy  to  be  fpending  his  life  unto  the  uttermoft  for  God 
and  for  his  people  ;  yea,  he  would  fay,  though  he  mould 
have  no  temporal  rewards."! 

Such  holy  fervour  and  pathos  feafoned  his  pulpit  per- 
,  formances  that  the  famous  Mr.  Hooker  remarked,  "  Sure- 
ly this  man  will  not  long  be  out  of  heaven,  for  he  preaches 

as 

*  For  farther  particulars,  fee  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  216. 
f  Mather's  Magnalia,  p.  78. 
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as  if  lie  were  there  already."  This  prediction  was  foon 
Verified.  After  a  fliort  ficknefs  of  ten  days,  he  expired 
Auguft  9,  1641.  During  his  laft  illnefs  his  faith,  pa- 
tience, and  piety  were  confpicuous.  After  fome  conver- 
fation  with  the  friends  who  furrounded  his  dying  bed, 
he  recruefted-thev company  to  withdraw  that  he  might  have 
opportunity  to  pray  awhile  by  himfelf,  but,  perceiving 
their  reluctance  at  leaving  him,  "  he  prayed  in  Latin  fo 
long  as  he  had  ftrength  to  do  it."  He  then  took  an  af- 
fectionate leave  of  his  wife  and  family,  and  died  in  peace. 

His  widow  afterwards  married  the  Honourable  Richard 
Dummer,  Efq.  with  whom  fhe  lived  happily  more  than 
forty  years. 

Mr.  Burr  left  four  children.  His  eldeft  fon  was  edu- 
cated at  Harvard  College. 

Rev.  John  Wilfon,  jun.  was  ordained  "  as  co-adjutor  with 
Rev.  Mr.  Mather,  the  teacher,  in  1649."  After  two  years 
he  was  removed  to  Medfield,  where  he  was'  paftor  forty 
years.  "  The  Lord's  day  preceding  his  tranflation  h@ 
preached  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  fervently  and  pow- 
erfully. The  Lord's  day  that  he  expired  the  greater  part 
of  his  church  were  prefent  to  behold  and  lament  his  re- 
moval from  them,  which  was  on  Auguft  23,  1691."* 

He  was  fon  of  Rev.  John  "Wilfon,  firft  minifter  of 
Charleftown  ;  received  an  education  at  Harvard  College, 
and  graduated  with  the  firft  clafs  in  1642. 

After  Mr.  Wilfon  went  to  Medfield  the  church  invited 
Mr.  William  Stoughton,  afterwards  lieutenant-governour,  t6 
take  the  office  of  teacher.  This,  though  repeated  feveral 
times,  he  perfifted  in  declining  5  but  gave  his  occafional 
afiiftance  in  preaching  for  fome  years,  "  for  which  he  re- 
ceived compenfation  both  from  the  town  and  church."  f" 

Rev.  Jofiah  Flint  was  ordained  Dec.  27,  168 1  ;  Mr. 
Mather  having  been  dead  nearly  two  years.  He  was 
fon  of  Rev.  Henry  Flint  of  Braintree  ;  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1664  ;  and  continued  in  the  paftoral  of- 
fice in  Dorchefter  till  his  death,  which  was  on  the  1 6th  of 
'September,  1680,  in  the  35th  year  of  his  age.  The  only 
publication  of  Mr.  Flint's  that  I  have  met  with  is  an  epif- 
tle  dedicatory  to  a  Mrs.  Bridget  Ufher,"  his  aunt,  prefix- 
ed 

*  Dorchefter  Church  Records.  f  Ibid. 
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ed  to  a  fermon  of  Rev.  Leonard  Hoar,  reprinted  at  Boftoft 
by  John  Fofter,  in  1680. 

Rev.  John  Danforth  was  ordained  here  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  June,  1682.  The  churches  fent  to  were,  the  one 
in  Boflon  of  which  Mr.  Eliot  was  paftor,  Roxbury,  Ded- 
ham,  Milton,  Braintree,  Weymouth  and  Medfield.  There 
were  two  meetings  on  the  day.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather 
preached  in  the  forenoon,  and  Mr.  Danforth  delivered  a 
difcourfe  in  the  afternoon  from  2  Kings  ii.  14.  "  Where 
is  the  Lord  God  of  Elifha  ?".    Mr.  Eliot  gave  the  charge. 

He  continued  in  office  to  the  time  of  his  death,  May  26, 

He  was  fon  of  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth  of  Roxbury  ; 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1677,  and  was  after- 
wards a  Fellow  of  the  corporation. 

The  following  character  is  extracted  from  Blake's  man- 
tifcript  Annals.  **  He  was  faid  to  be  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing. He  underftood  the  mathematicks  beyond  moft  men 
of  his  function  *  He  was  exceeding  charitable,  and  of  a 
very  peaceful  temper*     He  had  a  good  tafte  for  poetry.f 

He 

I  ....  I'..       ■■ii*i.i..»i.nri    .'if. i,.,if.u        ii    in'    'n    "     Vi   'iiV>n>i,    'iV         In   '  ,      in'         1    1         ,Ti  « 

f  I  have  feen  feveral  elegiac  pieces  of  his  in  Englifh  hexameter  verfe. 
Thofe  which  pofTefs  the. moft  poetical  merit  are,  "  Two  vaft  enjoyments 
commemorated  and  two  great  bereavements  lamented,  in  two  excellent 
perfons,  viz.  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  paftor  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Milton* 
who  was  born  into  this  world  July  18,  1S51,  and  afcended  to  a  better 
world,  Dec.  17,  1727,  Mt.  77,  and  in  the  47th  of  his  paftorate  :  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  paftor  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Taunton,  whofe 
nativity  was  Dec.  18,  1666,  and  his  tranflation  to  the  heavenly  paradife 
Nov.  14,  1727,  fifteen  days  after  the  firft  fhock  of  the  great  earthquake 
in  New-England." ,  The  other  poem  is  "  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Anne 
Eliot,  the  virtuous  confort  of  Rev.  John  Eliot,  firft  minifter  of  Roxbury, 
who  exchanged  worlds  March  34,  1687,  in  the  84th  year  of  her  age.5* 
To  which  are  added  '*  verfes  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Eliot,  teacher 
to  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Roxbury,  and  a  propagator  of  the  Gofpel 
among  the  Indians  in  New-England.  Who  refted  from  his  labours 
May  20,  1690,  JEt.  86."  The  following  verfion  of  Mr.  Eliot's  hints 
*efpecting  the  beft  methods  of  gofpelizing  the  Indians  may  ferve  as  a 
specimen  of  the  poetry. 

"  Addrefs,  I  pray,  your  fenate  for  good  orders- 
To  civilize  the  heathen  in  our  borders. 
Virtue  muft  turn  into  neceftity, 
Or  this  brave  work  will  in  its  urn  ftill  lie; 

'Til! 
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He  took  much  pains  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  many  of 
the  good  chriftians  of  his  flock  by  writing  infcriptions  and 
epitaphs  for  their  grave  ftones  ;  and  yet  the  world  is  fo 
ungrateful  that  he  has  not  a  line  written  to  preferve  his 
memory.  He  was  buried  in  Lieut.  Gov.  Stoughton's 
tomb  ;  and  there  alfo  lieth  his  confort  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Danforth. 

Mr.  Danforth  publifhed  feveral  fermons  of  which  I  have 
feen  the  following. 

"  Kneeling  to  God  at  parting  with  friends  ;  or  the 
fraternal  interceflbry  cry  of  faith  and  love  ;  a  fermon. 
preached  at  the  departure  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lord  and  his 
church  to  go  to  Carolina."     1767. 

"  The  blacknefs  of  finning  againft  the  light  ;  a  fermon 
on  Rom.  i.  21."     17 10. 

cc  Sermon  on  the  death  of  Edward  Broomfield  Efq/* 

ic  Judgement  begun  at  the  houfe  of  God,"  &c.     17 16. 

cc  Two  fermons  on  the  earthquake."     1727* 

Faft  fermon,  on  Exod.  ix.  33,  34. 

He  alfo  preached  the  artillery  election  fermon  in  the 
year  1693  •    ^ut  *  d°  not  know  whether  it  was  printed. 

Between  fix  and  feven  months  before  Mr.  Danforth^ 
death,  Rev.  Jonathan  Bowman  was  ordained  his  col- 
league ;  Nov.  5,  1729.  The  churches  fent  to  were  Lex- 
ington, Roxbury,  Scituate,  Braintree,  Milton,  and  Stough- 
ton.  Mr.  Hancock  preached"  from  2  Cor.  xi.  28.  Mr. 
Danforth  gave  the  charge,  and  Mr.  Walter  gave  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship. 

Mr.  Bowman  continued  in  the  paftoral  relation  till  Dec* 
14,  1773,  when  at  his  requefl,  he  was  difmifTed.  He  died 
March  30,  1775,  aSec*  68. 

He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1724. 

Though  a  good  fcholar,  and  a  handfome  compofurft, 

yet 

o-u"-" • ; — = i — .  ■    ■■— " "'■■»•»  •'   -■■■■— 

'Till  agriculture  and  cohabitation 
Come  under  full  reftraint  and  regulation, 
Much  you  would  do  you'll  find  imprablicahle 
And  much  you  do  will  prove  unprofitable. 
In  common  lands  that  lie  unfenc'd  you  know, 
The  hufbandman  in  vain  doth  plow  and  low  ; 
We  hope  in  vain  the  plant  of  grace  will  thrive 
In  forefts  where  civility  ran?t  live." 
VOL.   IX.  Z 
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yet  fuch  Was  his  diffidence  that  he  declined  preaching  ort 
publick  occafions,  and  never  confented  to  have  any  of  his 
iermons  printed. 

The  fucceffor  to  Mr.  Bowman  was  Rev.  Mofes  Everett. 
He  was  ordained  September  28,  1774.  The  churches  fent 
to  were,  the  firft  church  in  Stoughton,  Milton,  the  firft 
church  in  Dedham,  Dr.  Eliot's  church  in  Bofton,  the 
church  in  Ipfwich,  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler  is  pallor,  the 
third  church  in  Roxbury,  the  Old  North  church  in  Bof- 
ton, and  Dr.  Cooper's  church  there.  Rev.  Mr.  Haven 
preached  from  i  Cor.  iv.  5.  Mr.  Dunbar  gave  the  charge, 
and  Dr.  Eliot  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip. 

By  reafon  of  ill  health  Mr.  Everett  was  induced  to  afk 
a  difmiftion  ;  to  which  the  church  and  people,  after  ex- 
preffing  their  kindnefs  to  him,  and  duly  weighing  the 
matter,  confented.  The  relation  was  accordingly  diffolv- 
ed  January  14,  1793.  He  now  lives  among  them  a  pri- 
vate gentleman  and  chriftian,  much  refpected. 

Mr.  Everett  pubiifhed  "  a  fermon  at  the  ordination  of 
his  brother  Rev.  Oliver  Everett  to  the  paftoral  care  of  the 
New  South  church  in  Bofton,"  1782  ;  and  a  "  fermon 
before  a  fociety  of  young  men  in  Dorchefter." 

Rev.  Thaddeus  Mafon  Harris^  the  prefent  pallor,  wras  or- 
dained October  23,  1793. 

A  lift  of  thofe  who  went  from  Dorchejler  to  receive  an  edu- 
cation at  Harvard  College* 

Graduated  1643.  Samuel  Mather,  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev, 
Richard  Mather  of  Dorchefler.  He  was  afterwards  a  Fel- 
low of  the  college  \  and  firft  preacher  at  the  North  church 
in  Bofton,  where  his  brother  and  nephew  were  in  after 
time  fettled.  He  went  over  to  England  in  the  time  of 
Cromwell,  and  was  chofen  one  of  the  chaplains  in  Magda- 
len college,  Oxford.  Afterwards  he  went  over  to  Ireland, 
and  became  one  of  the  fenior  Fellows  of  Trinity  college  in 
Dublin.  Upon  the  infor cement  of  the  act  of  uniformity 
in  1662,  he  left  all  his  preferments  in  the  church,  and 

became 

*  The  writer  is  fenfible  that  thefe  are  but  imperfect  fketches.  His 
information  in  many  inftances  was  very  deficient  ;  but  he  hopes  thofe 
who  have  it  in  their  power  will  communicate,  through  the  Hiftorical 
Society,  a  more  circumftantial  account. 
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became  paftor  of  a  congregation  of  diffenters  in  Dublin, 
where  he  died  in  the  year  1671.  "He  was  a  good  fchol- 
ar,  and  a  generous  fpirited  man.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
very  valuable  treatife  "  on  the  figures  and  types  of  the 
Old  Tcftament,"  which  was  publifhed  by  his  brother  after 
his  death."| 

1647.  Nathaniel  Mather,  A.  M.  brother  to  the  prece- 
ding, and  his  fucceffor  in  the  paftoral  care  of  the  church 
in  Dublin,  whither  he  went  from  Barnftable,  New-England, 
where  he  was  firft  fettled.  After  that  he  was  paftor  of  a 
church  at  Rotterdam  :  but  about  the  time  of  the  revo- 
lution he  went  over  to  England,  and  was  chofen  paftor  of 
a  dhTenting.  congregation  in  London,  where  he  died  in 
1697,  in  great  efteem  among  his  brethren  for  learning  and 
piety.     Aged  67, 

William  Brimfmead.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard 
College,  but  never  had  a  degree.  Several  of  his  clafs, 
equally  diifatisfied  with  him,  with  a  vote  of  the  corpora- 
tion requiring  four  years  refidence  at  college  previous  to 
a  degree,  took  up  their  connections  (in  the  year  1647), 
becaufe,  at  the  time  of  their  admiffion,  three  years  refi- 
dence entitled  ftudents  to  that  honour.  He  was  firft  em- 
ployed as  a  preacher  at  Plymouth,  but  afterwards  fettled  at 
Marlborough,  September  20,  1660.  He  was  never  mar- 
ried. "  Where,  or  how  he  lived  is  unknown  to  the  de- 
scendants of  his  charge  ;  and  nearly  all  that  perpetuates 
his  memory  is  an  unlettered  ftone.  He  died  July  3, 
i7oi."t 

He  preached  the  election  fermon  on  May  11,  1 68 1,  on 
Jeremiah  vi.  8.  "  Be  inftruclied,  O  Jerufalem,  left  my  foul 
depart  from  thee  ;  left  I  make  thee  defolate,  a  land  not  in- 
habited." 

He  is  characterized  as  w  a  well-accomplifhed  fervant  of 
Chrift." 

Ichabod  Wifwall  was  in  the  fame  clafs,  and  left  college 
for  the  fame  reafons.  He  fettled  at  Duxborough,  where 
he  was  minifter  about  thirty  years.  He  was  employed  by 
the  colony  of  Plymouth  as  their  agent  to  the  court  of 

Great- 

'!"■—>»     ■  ■         1  "   '      '-  .ill. » i.  ...  1   1   ii.' ■         ■■  — 

f  Neale. 

J  Rev.  Mr.  Packard's  account  of  Marlborough.  Hift*  Collections, 
m  IV.  P,  47, 
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Great-Britain,  He  deceafed  July  20,  1700.  He  was  con- 
fidered  as  "  a  man  of  eminent  accomplishments  for  the 
iervice  of  the  fan&uary,"  "  gave  undoubted  evidence  of 
abilities  and  virtue,''  fo  that  his  death  was  "  accounted  a 
great  lofs  to  the  country."* 

1650,  William  Stoughton,  A.  M.  fon  of  Col.  Ifrael 
Stoughton.  "  A  perfon  of  eminent  qualifications,  hon- 
ourable extract,  liberal  education,  and  Angular  piety."f 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel, 
with  great  acceptance.  His  fermon  at  the  annual  election, 
(April  29,  1668)  has  been  ranked  "  among  the  very  beft 
delivered  on  that  occasion. " 

He  was  ambaffador  from  the  province  of  Maffachufetts  to 
the  court  of  Great-Britain  j  chief  juftice  of  the  fuperiour 
court  ;  lieutenant  governour  under  Sir  William  Phipps, 
and  after  him  commander  in  chief  till  the  coming  of  his 
excellency  Richard  earl  of  Belmont ;  lieut.  governour  with 
him  during  his  flay  in  the  country  ;  and  after  him  com- 
mander in  chief  again  till  his  death,  *He  deceafed  July  7, 
j  70 1,  aged  70.  He  was  interred  at  Dorchefter,  July  15, 
<c  with  great  honour  and  folenjnity,  and  with  him  much 
of  New-England's  glory  ."| 

The  infeription  on  his  monument  is  publifhed  in  the 
Collections  of  the  Hiftorieal  Society,  vol.  ii.  page  10. 

He  was  a  generous  benefactor  to  Harvard  College, 
Stoughton  hall  was  erected  at  his  expence.'  He  alfo  left  a 
tracl:  of  land  in  Dorchefter  for  the  fupport  of  fcholars  at 
the  college,  and  another  for  the  benefit  of  publick  fchools 
in  the  town. 

1650.  John  Glover,  fon  of  John  Glover,  Efq.  of  Dor- 
chefter, who  bequeathed  a  fum  of  money  for  the  fupport 
of  fcholars  at  college.  I  believe  Mr.  Glover  was  a  phyfi- 
cian  at  Roxbury.  He  received  the  degree  of  Doclor  of 
Medicine  from  Aberdeen. 

Pelatiah  Glover.  Though  educated  at  Cambridge,  it 
feems  that  he  never  received  a  degree  there.  He  was 
born  1637.  Ordained  at  Springfield  June  18,  1661, 
*c  when  a  church  was  firft  gathered  there  j"  and  was  their 
jninifter  many  years. 

1631, 

}  Fairfield's  MS.  Journal.  f  Ibid,  t  Ibid. 
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1 65 1.  Jonathan  Burr,  A.M.  fon  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Burr  of  Dorchefter. 

1656.  Eleazer  Mather,  fon  of  Rev.  Richard  Mather 
of  Dorchefter.  He  was  born  May  13,  1637.  When  a 
church  was  gathered  at  Northampton  in  1661,  he  was 
ordained  over  it  June  23.  "  Here  he  laboured  for  eleven 
years  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  ;  much  admired  as  a 
man  of  talents  and  exalted  piety,  and  as  a  zealous  preacher/* 

There  was  printed  at  Cambridge,  167 1,  in  a  4to.  pam- 
phlet, "  Serious  exhortation  to  the  prefent  and  fucceed- 
ing  generation  in  New-England,  earneftly  calling  upon  them 
all  to  endeavour  that  the  Lord's  gracious  prefence  may  be 
continued  with  pofterity  ;  being  the  fubftance  of  the  lafi 
fermons  preached  by  Eleazer  Mather,  late  pafto/  of  the 
church  at  Northampton."  In  a  copy  of  this  publication 
which  I  have  feen,  is  the  following  note  in  the  hand-writ- 
ing of  Dr.  Increafe  Mather.  "  The  firft  fermon  was  preach- 
ed June  13,  1669  ;  the  fecond,  June  27  following  ;  the 
third,  July  4th  \  the  fourth  and  laft,  July  nth  ;  after 
which  day  my  brother  Eleazer  lived  not  in  health  able  to 
preach  :  for  July  1 3th  he  took  to  his  bed,  and  July  24, 
he  went  to  reft  in  the  Lord,  to  keep  an  everlafting  fabbath 
in  heaven." 

He  died  in  1669,  aged  32  years, 

1656.  Increafe  Mather,  A.  M.  brother  to  the  former. 
Ordained  in  the  North  Church  in  Bofton,  May  27,  1669. 
Appointed  prefident  of  the  college  in  1685,  but  religned 
that  office,  1701.  Received  ax  degree  of  Doclor  of  Divinity. 
Died  Auguft  23,  1723,  aged  85. 

1665.  Hope  Atherton,  fon  of  Major-General  Humphrey 
Atherton,  baptized  at  Dorchefter  Auguft  30,  1646.  In 
1667  and  1668,  he  kept  the  fchool  here,  whence  he  was 
difmifled,  and  fettled  in  the  miniftry  at  Hadley. 

1667.  John  Fofter.  A  printer  and  aftronomer.  He 
Jived  in  Bofton,  To  his  almanack  of  1681  he  annexed  an 
ingenious  "  differtation  on  comets,  their  motion,  diftance, 
and  magnitude  \n  followed  by  obfervations  on  the  comets 
feen  at  Bofton  in  November  and  December,  1680.  He 
died  September  9,  1681,  Mt.  33.  His  grave  ftone  bears 
the  following  infcription  : 

Aftra 
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Aftra  colis  vivens,  moriens  fuper  aethera  Fofter 
Scande  precor,  ccelum  metiri  difce  fupremurn  \ 
Metior  atque  meum  eft,  emit  mihi  dives  Jefus, 
Nee  tenior  quicquam  nili  grates  folvere. 

1 67 1.  Sanrael  Mather,  A.  M.  Settled  at  Windfor  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  truftees  of  Yale  col- 
lege,  and  died   1728,  aged  yy, 

1675.  James  Minot,  fon  of  Mr.  James  Minot  of  Dor- 
chefter,  and  nephew  to  the  Hon.  William  Stoughton,  Efq, 
born  1659.  He  dwelt  in  Concord,  where  he  held  the 
military  rank  of  captain,  and  was  a  juflice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Middlefex. 

1677.  Edward  Payfon,  A.  M.  for  many  years  a  minify 
ter  at  Rowley.  Died  Auguft  22,  1732,  aged  75  years,  2 
months,  and  10  days. 

1677.  Jofeph  Capen,  A.  M.  fon  of  John  Capen  of  Dor* 
fchefter  ;  baptized  January  2,  1658.  Ordained  at  Topf- 
field  June  4,  1684.     Died  June  30,  1725,  JEt.  6y, 

1690.  Nathaniel  Clap,  A.  M.  fon  of  Nathaniel  Clap  of 
iDorchefter  *  baptized  January  24,  1668.  He  was  many 
years  a  minifter  at  Newport  in  Rhode-Ifland  ;  and  died 
October  30,  1745,  aged  78.  From  a  difcourfe  on  his 
death  by  Rev.  J.  Callender,  from  Hebrews  xiii.  7,  8.  the 
following  characteriftick  traits  of  this  venerable  man  are 
extracted. 

"  The  main  ftroke  in  his  character  was  his  eminent 
fanctity  and  piety  and  an  ardent  defire  to  promote  the 
knowledge  and  practice  of  true  godlinefs  in  others." — "  As 
his  underftanding  was  above  the  common  level,  fo  was  his 
learning."—"  He  thought  his  ftation  required  more  than 
common  inftances  of  innocency,  felf-denial,  and  caution.5* 
— "  He  was  zealoufly  attached  to  what  he  confidered  as 
the  true  doctrines  of  grace,  and  to  the  forms  of  worfliip 
he  thought  to  be  of  divine  inftitution  :  But  his  charity 
embraced  good  men  of  all  denominations. — He  had  little 
value  for  mere  fpeculative,  local,  nominal  chriftianity,  and 
t  a  form  of  godlinefs  without  the  power,  He  infifted  moft 
on  thofe  things  on  which  our  intereft  in  Jefus  Chrift  and 
our  title  to  eternal  life  mult  depend  ;  that  faith  by  which 
-*ve  are  juftified  and  have  peace  with  Cod  through  our 

1,01*4 
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lord  Jefus,  and  that  repentance  towards  God  and  new  obe- 
dience^  which  are  the  neceffary  effect  and  evidence  of  our 
regeneration,  and  the  proper  exercife  of  chriftianity." 

"  He  abounded  in  acts  of  charity  and  beneficence  to  the 
poor  and  neceflitous — to  whom  he  was  a  kind  father  and 
guardian.'* 

"  In  fine,  he  was  a  publick  blefling,  as  an  able  minifter 
of  the  New  Teftament,  an  example  of  unfufpected  piety, 
and  an  honour  to  religion." 

"  There  are  two  things  in  which  he  excelled  in  fo  re- 
markable a  manner,  that  I  muft  not  omit  them  :  his  care: 
about  the  education  of  children,  and  his  concern  for  the 
inftruction  of  fervants." 

"  He  abounded  in  contrivances  to  do  good  by  fcattering 
books  of  piety  and  virtue,  not  fuch  as  minifter  queftions* 
and  ftrife,  but  godly  edifying  ;  and  put  himfelf  to  a  very 
confiderable  expence  that  he  might,  in  this  method,  awa- 
ken the  carelefs  and  fecure,  comfort  the  feeble  minded, 
fuccour  the  tempted,  inftruct  the  ignorant,  and  quicken, 
animate,  and  encourage  all/* 

"  The  conclufion  of  his  life  and  miniftry  was  a  peace- 
ful and  happy  death,  without  thofe  raptures  which  fome 
bqaft  of,  but  with  perfect  refignation  to  the  will  of  God^ 
and  good  hope  and  humble  confidence  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
who  was  the  fum  of  his  doctrine  and  the  end  of  his  con- 
verfation." 

1693.  Henry  Flint,  Efq.  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev.  Jofiah  Flint 
of  Dorchefter.  He  was  fifty-five  years  a  tutor  at  Harvard 
College,  and  one  of  the  FellowS  of  the  Corporation  fixty. 
He  died  February  1 3,  1 760.  A  difcourfe  was  delivered  at 
his  funeral  by  Rev.  Dr.  Appleton  from  Pfalm  cxii.  7. 
which  pays  a  juft  tribute  to  his  piety,  learning,  and  worth  ; 
and  an  elegant  Latin  oration  by  James  Lovell,  A.  M. 

A  volume  of  Mr.  Flint's  fermons  was  published  in  1739, 
which  pofieffes  confiderable  merit. 

1695.  John  Robinfon,  A.  M.  ordained  at  Duxborough, 
Nov.  18,  1702,  where  he  was  minifter  nearly  forty  years. 
Died  1739,  aged  64. 

1698.     Richard   Billings,  A.M.  fon   of  Ebenezer  Bil- 
lings of  Dorchefter,  baptized  Sept.  23,   1677.      He  was 
.fettled  at  Compton  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Iiland* 

1700*, 
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1700.  Robert  Breck,  A.  M.  fon  of  John  Breck  of  Dor- 
chefter, baptized  Dec.  10,  1682.  Ordained' at  Marlbo- 
rough October  25,  1704.     Died  Jan.  6,  1731,  J£t.  49. 

1 70 1.  Samuel  Wifwall,  A.  M.  fon  of  Enoch  Wifwall 
of  Dorchefter,  baptized  Sept.  21,  1679.  The  following 
character  of  him  is  extracted  from  the  Bofton  Gazette  for 
the  year  1746,  No.  1325. 

"  Rev.  and  venerable  Mr.  Samuel  Wifwall,  late  paftor 
of  the  church  at  Edgartown,  was  a  fon  of  worthy  and 
pious  parents  in  the  town  of  Dorchefter  ;  had  his  edu- 
cation in  Harvard  College,  where  he  made  good  profi- 
ciency in  learning,  and  had  a  good  character  for  his  fobri- 
ety. 

After  he  had  taken  his  degree  of  M.  A.  in  the  year 
1704,  defigned  to  devote  himfelf  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
iftry,  he  offered  himfelf  to  the  examination  of  an  aflbci- 
ation  of  approved  divines,  to  try  his  qualifications  for  the 
facred  employment  which  he  defired  to  engage  in  :  and, 
having  their  good  approbation  and  encouragement,  he 
preached  awhile  tranfiently  as  he  had  opportunity  ;  and 
went  a  foreign  voyage  chaplain  of  a  fhip,  which  was  un- 
happily taken  by  the  Spaniards  and  carried  into  Martinico^ 
where  he  underwent  a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  but  God 
fparing  his  life  he  returned  to  his  country  again. 

Here  he  preached  as  God  called  him  to  it,  and  his  la- 
bours were  well  accepted.  Particularly  at  Nantucket  he 
preached  about  half  a  year,  and  was  well  efteemed  of  by 
the  people  of  every  profeffion  there. 

On  his  return  from  Nantucket,  he  was  invited  to  preach 
at  Edgartown,  as  an  afliftant  to  the  very  pious  and  aged 
Mr.  Jonathan  Dunham,  and  was  ordained  a  paftor  of  that 
church  in  the  year  17 13,  where  he  continued  his  faithful 
and  painful  labours  as  long  as  he  lived. 

He  was,  by  all  competent  judges  who  knew  him,  ef- 
teemed a  learned  and  judicious  divine.  His  fermons  were 
well  compofed  and  rational,  and  upon  well  chofen  fub- 
jecls  ;  though  his  utterance  was  not  fo  free  and  flowing 
as  fome  others.  His  prayers  were  very  fervent,  and  well 
iuited  to  the  occafions  of  them.  His  memory  was  fo  good 
that  he  had  no  need  of  notes  in  the  delivery  of  his  dif- 
courfes. 

He 
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He  was  a  perfon  of  eminent  and  lingular  piety,  which 
greatly  recommended  him  and  all  that  he  did  ;  a  faith- 
ful, kind,  obliging,  and  inftru&ive  friend  ;  charitable  and 
candid  to  all  who  differed  from  him  in  fentiment  ;  re- 
markably humble,  fie  willingly  took  up  with  a  very  fmall 
falary,  and  gave  confiderable  part  of  it  to  his  poor  neigh- 
bours. He  chofe  never  to  engage  in  matrimony,  that  he 
might  not  be  encumbered  with  too  many  of  the  cares  of 
this  life,  but  that  he  might  attend  the  work  of  the  minif- 
try  without  diffraction  j  and  gave  himfelf  to  reading, 
meditation,  and  prayer.  ' 

He  was  more  careful  to  avoid  even  all  the  very  appear- 
ances of  evil,  and  would  fomefcimes  fay  he  Was  "  more 
afraid  of  fin  than  of  hell." 

He  was  often  infirm  with  regard  to  his  bodily  ftate, 
and  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life  his  infirmities  increafed 
upon  him  :  and  his  not  abating  his  labours  in  proportion 
to  the  decay  of  his  ftrength  has  been  fuppofed  to  haften 
his  death  ;  efpecially  in  the  time  of  the  ficknefs  and  mor- 
tality a  little  before  he  died  it  is  thought  that  he  under  « 
went  more  than  he  was  well  able  to  bear. 

He  died  at  laft  fuddenly,  having  been  in  his  ftudy  the 
day  before  his  death,  which  was  on  the  23d  of  t)ec.  1746, 
in  the  68th  year  of  his  age." 

1702*  Feleg  Wifwall,  A.  M.  School-mafter  at  the 
north  end,  Bofton.     Died   1767,  aged  84. 

1703.  Elijah  Danforth,  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev.  John  Dan- 
forth  of  Dorchefter,  baptized  Dec.  2,  1683.  He  was  a 
phyfician  at  Cafile  William  [now  Fort  Independence^,  and 
died  October  8,  1736,  aged  $$. 

1 704.  Ebenezer  White,  fon  of  James  White  of  Dor- 
chefter, baptized  July  12,  1685.  Ordained  at  Attle- 
borough  October  17,  17 16. 

171 1.  Samuel  Blake,  A.  M.  fon  of  John  Blake  of  Dor- 
chefter, born  Sept.  26,  1691  :  was  a  fchool-mafter  at 
Bar  nft  able. 

17 15.  Samuel  Danforth,  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev.  John  Dan- 
forth of  Dorchefter  ;  baptized  Nov.  15,  1696.  He  was 
judge  of  the  court,  and  in  1774  a  mandamus  counfellor* 
He  died  1777,  ageG*  81. 

voh.  ix.         Aa  SfPt* 
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1723.  Nathaniel  Glover,  A.  M.  Clerk  in  the  flore  of 
Thomas  Hancock,  Efq.  pf  Bofton. 

1724.  Philips  Payfon,  A.  M.  Firfl  minifter  of  Wal- 
pole.  Ordained  in  the  year  1728,  died  January  22,  1778, 
aged  74. 

Ifaac  Billings,  A.  M.  )  Refided  in  Milton. 

Richard  Pierce,  A.  M.     Minifter  at  Dartmouth, 

iince  called  New-Bedford  :  ordained  in  1737.  "  He  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  profeflion,  after  a  certain  number  of 
years,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmities." 

1725.  Ichabod  Wifwall  :  for  many  years  a  fchool- 
mailer  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 

James  Robinfon,  A.  M.     Phyfician  at  Newport* 

1729.     Samuel  Mofely,   A.  M.     Pallor  of  the  church 

at  Hampton  in  Connecticut.  He  died  July  26,  1791,  in 
the  83d  year  of  "his  age  and  57th  of  his  miniftry,  after  a 
tedious  confinement  of  nine  years  from  aparalytick  {hock, 
attended  with  pains  caufed  by  rheumatick  and  afthmatick 
diforders  extremely  diflreiling,  and  at  times  excruciating. 
His  patience  and  refignation  under  thefe  complicated  dif- 
orders was  exemplary  5  and  his  conftant  regard  to  the 
interefl  of  religion  was  very  confpicuous  in  his  improving 
the  laft  remains  of  his  life,  ftrength,  and  reafon  (which 
laft  by  a  kind  providence  was  remarkably  continued  to 
him  amidft  the  united  attack  of  fo  many  difeafes)  in  fre- 
quent heavenly  converfation,  and  making  ufe  of  every 
opportunity  to  vindicate  the  doctrines  and  advance  the 
caufe  of  religion. 

Mr.  Mofely  was  honoured  as  an  accomplifhed  gentleman 
and  fcholar.  He  was  a  careful  economift,  but  given  to 
hofpitali.ty  ;  remarkably  intrepid  in  whatever  he  thought 
his  duty,  both  with  regard  to  practice  and  opinion,  but 
open  to  conviction,  and  when  led  to  difcover  his  miftake, 
frank  in  confeffing  it.  He  was  zealous  to  maintain  a  ftricl: 
difcipline,  and  though  fome  might  think  him  rigid  in 
fome  inftances,  he  thought  the  danger  in  the  churches  in 
general  was  on  the  other  extreme.— -In  his  miniflerial 
'character  he  was  a  faithful  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  a 
found  ikilful  divine,  carefully  fleering  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  fcepticifm  and  bigotry,  and  of  cenforioufnefs 
.and  juniverfal  catholicifm.    He  avoided  fuch  doctrines  on 

'  the 
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the  one  hand  as  would  difcourage  a  diligent  attendance 
on  the  means  of  grace,  or  on  the  other  would  encourage 
perfons  to  place  an  undue  dependance  on  their  own  en- 
deavours. He  advocated  the  neceffity,  fufficiency,  and 
efficacy,  of  the  atonement — the  free  and  fovereign  grace 
of  God,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  regeneration,  and  a  divine 
influence  to  fupport  it.  At  the  fame  time  he  boldly  incul- 
cated the  utility  and  neceffity  of  moral  duties. 

A  fermon  was  preached  at  his  funeral  by  Rev.  James 
Coggfwell  D.  D.  of  Windham,  from  Revelations  iv.  17. 
in  which  are  fome  more  particular  traits  of  his  character 
as  a  minifter,  a  parent,  and  a  friend,  which  places  it  in  a 
very  refpectable  light. 

1730.  William  .Royal,  A.  M. 
"            Lemuel  Trott. 

1 73 1.  Supply  Clap,  A.  M.  for  a  number  of  years  mia* 
ifter  at  Woburn. 

1732.  Mather  Withington,  eldeft  fon  of  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Withington  of  Dorcheiler.  After  he  took  his  degree  he 
kept  a  fchool  at  Cape-Ann.  He  commenced  preaching, 
and  much  efteemed  for  his  talents,  virtues,  and  piety.  He 
died  April  28,  1736.  His  manufcripts  in  arithmetick,  ge- 
ography, geometry  and  aftronomy,  difcover  his  great  profi- 
ciency in  thofe  fciences.  He  had  calculated  eclipfes  for 
many  years.  Thefe  manufcripts  were  purchafed  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Prince  of  Bofton  for  his  fon,  "  between  whom  and 
young  Mr.  Withington  was  an  intimate  acquaintance." 
They  are  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  his  brother,  Capt.  Eben- 
ezer Withington.  They  bear  a  handfome  tribute  to  the 
ingenuity,  learning,  and  piety  of  Mr.  Withington  in  the 
hand  writing  of  Mr.  Prince. 

1735.  Gillam  Tailor,  A.  M.  phyfician,  fon  of  William 
Tailor,  Efq.  lieutenant-govern  our. 

— —  Noah  Clap,  A.  M.  This  worthy  gentleman  was  a 
defcendant  from  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  pious  families 
in  New-England  ;  and  inherited  and  exemplified  their 
fimplicity  of  manners,  fincerity,  purity,  and  piety. 

For  feveral  years  he  was  exercifed  in  various  places  as 
a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  but  on  account  of  the  preca- 
rious ftate  of  his  health  never  fettled  in  the  miniftry. 

For  eighteen  years  he  kept  the  grammar  fchool  in  Dor- 
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chefter  ;  for  more  than  thirty  was  treafurer  and  feleft- 
manx ;  and  for  forty-feven  was  town  clerk. 

He  was  a  great  antiquarian,  and  had  ftored  up  a  vaft 
fund  of  information  refpecling  the  early  fettlement  and 
hiftory  of  this  country.  The  late  Dr.  Belknap  found  great 
afliftance  in  his  moft  interefting  refearches  from  confulting 
him. 

He  deceafed  April  10,  1799,  aged  S2  \  leaving  behind 
him  a  widow  and  fix  children. 

A  tribute  of  refpecl  was  paid  to  his  memory,  by  the 
writer  of  this,  on  the  Lord's  day  after  liis  deceafe,  in  a 
fermon  from  thofe  words,  2  Corinthians  i.  12,  in  them- 
felves  ftrikingly  defcriptive  of  his  manners,  his  conver* 
fat  ion,  his  life,  and  his  hope. 

1 74 1 .  Thomas  Jones,  A.  3\$.  minifter  at  Woburn  a  num* 
ber  of  years  :  died  March  13,  1774,  aged  53, 

1742.  Nathaniel  Hatch,  A.M. 

1 744.  Edward  Bafs,  A.  M.  and  D.  D.  He  was  born 
at  Dorchefter,  Nov.  23,  1726  ;  and  entered  college  at  ths 
early  age  of  thirteen.  From  the  time  of  taking  his  firft 
degree,  till  he  received  that  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  he  was 
engaged  in  inftructing  a  fchool,  occupying  his  leifure  hours 
In  fuch  ftudies  as  were  fuitable  to  the  profeffion  for  which 
he  was  intended.  From  1747  to  1751,  he  refided  at  the 
college,  making  progrefs  in  theological  ftudies,  and  occa^ 
iionally  fupplying  vacant  pulpits  in  the  Congregational 
churches.  In  1752,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Epifcopal  fo* 
ciety  in  Newburyport,  he  went  to  England,  and  on  the 
1 4th  day  of  May  was  ordained  by  the  excellent  Dr.  Tho?- 
mas  Sherlock,  then  bifhop  of  London,  in  his  chapel  at 
Fulham.  In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  returned  to 
New-England,  and  foon  after  took  charge  of  the  church 
in  Newbury,  at  that  time  vacant  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Ma- 
thias  Plant. 

In  July,  1739,  the  univerfity  of  Pennfylvania  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity.  In  1796,  he 
was  unanimoully  elected,  by  the  convention  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Epifcopal  churches  of  the  commonwealth  of  Mafla- 
chufetts,  to  the  office  of  bifhop  of  that  church  ;  and  was 
accordingly  confecrated  in  Chrift  Church  on  the  7th  day 
pf  May,  17975  by  the  bifhops  of  Pennfylvania,  New- York, 

and 
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and  Maryland.  On  the  27th  day  of  the  fame  month  he 
was  received  and  acknowledged  in  the  moil  affectionate 
and  refpe&ful  manner  by  the  clergy  of  his  diocefe  then  af- 
fembled  in  Trinity  Church,  Boiton.  Some  time  after, 
the  Epifcopal  churches  in  the  ftate  of  Rhodejfland  elected 
him  their  bifhop,  and  the  lafl  fummer  a  convention  of 
the  churches  in  New-Hampfhire  alfo  put  themfelves  under 
his  jurifdiction. 

Bifhop  Bafs  was  a  found  divine,  a  critical  fcholar,  an  ao- 
compliftied  gentleman,  and  an  exemplary  chriftian.  On 
the  10th  of  September,  1803,  after  an  illnefs  of  but  two 
days,  he  died  as  he  had  lived,  full  of  piety,  refignation, 
and  humility. 

In  the  fame  clafs  with  Br,  Bafs  was  Samuel  Bird,  of 
Dorchefter  ;  but  he  did  not  obtain  his  degree  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  rafh  cenfures  upon  fome  of  the  governours 
of  the  college  and  the  venerable  clergyman  of  Cambridge, 
which  were  dictated  by  religious  enthufiafm.  He  was  af- 
terwards fettled  as  a  minifter  at  New-Haven,  where  he  died. 

-    James  Humphrey,  A.  M.  the  firft  minifter  at  Pe~ 

quog,  fince  called  Athol,  Born  March  20,  1722.  Died 
May  8,  1796,  aged  74.  > 

1753.  Thomas  Oliver,  A.M.  lieutenant-governour  in 
the  year  1774. 

1755.  Jonathan  Bowman,  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Bowman  of  Dorchefter.     Now  living  in  the  Diftricl  of  Maine* 

1760.  James  Baker,  A.  M.    Now  living  in  Dorchefter. 

1 76 1.  John  Bafs,  brother  to  bifhop  Bafs.     Now  living. 
— **j     Daniel  Leeds,  A.  M.  fchool-mafter  at  Dorchefter 

about  fifteen  years.     Died  June  7,  1790,  aged  57. 

1764.  "William  Bowman,  A.  M.  fon  of  Rev.  Jona- 
than Bowman.     Now  living. 

1769.  James  Blake.  He  entered  college  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  ;  and  exhibited  there  an  eminent  pattern  of  ftudi- 
oufnefs  and  proficiency  in  learning.  Diftinguifhed  for  the 
purity  of  his  morals,  the  exemplarinefs  of  his  conduct, 
and  the  fweetnefs  of  his  temper,  he  conciliated  the  love  of 
all  his  fellow  ftudents,  and  the  high  approbation  of  his  in* 
ftructers.  After  taking  his  firft  degree,  he  went  to  Wey* 
mouth  to  take  the  charge  of  a  fchool,  which  he  kept  to 
general  fatisfaction,     That  employment  he  refigned,  in 

about 
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about  nine  months,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
divinity  under  the  inftruction  of  Rev.  Mr.  Smith. — 
"  He  purfued  this  his  favourite  ftudy  with  unwearied  affi- 
duity  for  a  year,  and  then  began  the  important  work  of 
the  mirtiftry,  but  not  without  great  reluctance  ;  for  he  had 
determined  not  to  preach  till  he  had  acquired  a  perfect 
knowledge  in  the  fundamental  parts  of  religion  (which 
•cannot  be  done  in  the  fmall  fpace  of  a  year.)  But  Mr. 
Smith  being  lick,  he  was  many  times  urged  to  fupply  his 
place  until  he  recovered,  which,  after  repeated  denials,  he 
did.  Thus  having  made  a  beginning,  he  continued  almoft 
every  fabbath  till  he  died." 

"  With  refpect  to  his  publick  character,  he  did  not  affect 
to  be  oftentatious,  and  to  divert  the  minds  of  his  hearers 
by  a  flow  of  words  to  little  lignificancy,  but  his  main  de- 
fign  was  to  edify  them  in  the  way  of  their  duty  :  accord- 
ingly his  difcourfes  were  plain  and  inftructive  ;  and  his  de- 
livery was  eafy  and  agreeable,  accompanied  with  a  few 
natural  geftures." 

"  In  his  private  character  he  was  fober  and  temperate, 
friendly  and  fociable,  and  in  converfation  entertaining  and 
edifying.  To  thefe  was  joined  an  even  temper  and  difpo- 
fition  of  mind  ;  all  which  made  him  very  agreeable." 

He  died  November  17,  1771,  after  a  very  fliort  illnefs, 
wanting  one  month  of  being  twenty-one  years  old. 

A  fmall  volume  of  his  fermons  was  publifhed  by  his 
friends,  which  difcover  a  firength  of  mind,  a  clear  and 
compreheniive  intellect,  a  knowledge  of  theoretical  and 
practical  divinity,  and  an  ardent  piety,  truly  wonderful  in 
fo  young  a  perfon.  From  the  biographical  fketch  annexed 
to  that  work  the  above  particulars  are  extracted. 

1772.  John  Homans,  A.  M.  During  the  American  war 
a  furgeon  in  the  army,  and  afterwards  fettled  as  a  phyfician 
in  Bofton.  In  1790  he  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Medical  Society.  u  Dr.  Homans  had  received 
from  nature  a  great  fhare  of  fuperiour  fenfe,  which  was 
well  cultivated,  and  evinced  a  mind  rich  in  bright  ideas 
and  refinedly  polifhed  by  education.  As  a  phyfician  he 
'  was  not  inferiour  to  any  of  his  age  ;  he  was  employed 
much,  and  greatly  approved."     The  duties  of  this  pro- 
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feilion  he  difcharged  with  great  tendernefs  and  humanity  ; 
and  in  behalf  of  the  poor  with  difmterefted  benevolence. 
Having  been  feveral  years  quite  an  invalid,  in  the  year 
1800  he  undertook  a  voyage  to  the  north-weft  coaft  of  A- 
erica  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  b^t  died  on  the  fee- 
ond  day  after  the  departure  of  the  veffel,  June  3,  in  the 
47th  year  of  his  age. 

1782.  Jonathan  Bird,  A.  M. 

1783.  Daniel  Leeds,  A.  M. 
1 787.     Benjamin  Beale,  A.  M* 
1793*     John  Pierce,  A.  M.    ordained   at 

Brookline  March  15,  1797. 

1794.  James  Blake  Howe, 

1795.  Samuel  ToplifF,  A.  M.  f  Now  living* 

1796.  Mofes  Everett,  A.  M. 

1797.  Eiifha  Clap,  A.  M.  Tutor. 

—  Henry  Gardner,  A.  M.  M.  B. 
1802.  Jofeph  Gardner. 
— —  Benjamin  Andrews  Hitchborn. 

James  Keadie  Swan. 

Chronological  particulars,  extracted  principally  from  the  Jirji 
book  of  the  Church  Records  of  Dorchefter* 

In  the  lift  of  church  members  in  the  year  1636,  are 
Rev.  William  Tompfon,  Rev.  George  Moxon,  and  Rev* 
Samuel  Newman.  Reflecting  the  firft  I  cannot  obtain 
any  information.  Mr.  Moxon  was  one  of  the  ejected  min~ 
ifters.f  He  was  the  firft  minifter  of  Springfield  ;  after- 
wards he  returned  to  England,  and  died  there  September 
15,  1687,  aged  85.  Mr.  Newman  preached  fometime  at 
Weymouth,  and  then  fettled  as  teacher  of  the  church  in 
Rehoboth.  He  compiled  the  work  which  paffes  under 
the  name  of  "  the  Cambridge  Concordance."  His  deceafe 
was  July  5,  1663. 

1652.  "  A  collection  was  made  in  the  town  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Prefident  and  Fellows  of  Harvard 
College',  and  for  the  affiftance  of  poor  fchplars." 

1659.   July  5,     "The  teaching  and  ruling  elders  met  at 

■  ■..■..,.,,.  .,;;,. Roxbury, 

*  Thefe  are  publiihed  as  furnifhing  feme  important  dates.     A  few 
notes  are  added. 
+  Calamy,  Vol.  II.  page  128, 
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Roxbury,  with  the  meffengers  of  other  churches,  to  hear 
the  Indians  make  a  relation  of  the  work  of  God  upon 
their  foul.  At  which  time  there  were  fix. that  made  their 
relation  in  the  Indian  tongue,  which  was  repeated  by  Mr* 
Eliot  in  Engliih,  /md  the  truth  of  each  relation  was  wit- 
neffed  to  by  Mr*  Pearfon  of  Long-Ifland,  by  goodman 
Fordgier  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  by  Mr.  Eliot's  own 
fon.  And  becaufe  the  time  would  not  permit  for  the  other 
two  Indians  to  make  their  relation  there,  that  which  they 
made  the  day  before  to  Mr.  Pearfon  was  declared  by  him. 
Many  queftions  were  put  to  the  Indians,  in  point  of 
knowledge  ;  and  their  anfwers  were  to  the  great  rejoicing 
of  the  hearers."* 

1660.  Aug.  26.  "  Roger  Sumner  was  difmiffed,  that 
with  other  chriflians  at  Lancafter,  a  church  might  be  be- 
gun there." 

1 66 1,  April  28.  "  Mr,  Eleazer  Mather,  William 
Clarke,  Henry  CurlifFe,  and  Henry  Woodward,  were  dif- 
miffed  to  join  with  fome  others  for  the  gathering  of  a 
church  at  Northampton." 

1664*  July  17.  "  A  letter  was  read  to  the  church 
from  the  brethren  dwelling  at  Nonandom  ;f  who,  intend- 
ing to  gather  a  church,  defired  meffengers  to  be  fent  from 
this  church  to  afllfl  therein.  The  which  was  granted,  and 
the  teaching  and  ruling  elders  w^ere  chofen.  The  day  ap- 
pointed is  the  20th  of  this  inft.  at  which  time  Mr.  John 
Eliot  is  to  be  ordained  paftor,J  and  Thomas  Wifwall,  a 
late  member  of  this  church,  to  be  ruling  elder." 

14th  day  of  1 2th  month,     "  Mr.  Torrey  ordained. 

at  Weymouth. 

1665.  Nov.  19.     Mr.  Shore  ordained  at  Taunton." 

1666.  "  A  contribution  was  made  for  poor  diftreffed 
Chriftians  in  England,  on  account  of  the  great  fire  and 
plague  in  London.     The  whole  amounted  to  £.40  1 3  9^-." 

1667. 


*  The  "  Relations"  of  thefe  Indians  were  afterwards  publifhed  in  a 
fmall  pamphlet,  from  which  fome  account  of  them  is  extracted,  and  an- 
nexed to  this  Chronology. 

f  Afterwards  called  Cambridge-Village,  and  fince  Newton. 

$  For  fome  account  of  Mr.  Eliot  fee  Morton's  New-England's  Me- 
morial, p.  242.  .  ••^  §  . 


1670. 

May  4. 

j« 

Sept.  13 

i6y2. 

Sept.  11 

tree."! 

1673. 

Dec.  3* 

ham."  1 
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1667.  April  7.  "  A  contribution  for  the  diftreffed  peo- 
ple at  Cape  Fear  :   amount  £.841  r^/' 

- — -  September  9.  "  A  contribution  for  the  King's 
fleet  at  the  Kirby  Iflands.    £.20." 

1668.  May  3.  Role-on-God,  the  fon  of  Mr.  John 
Cotton,  baptized  by  virtue  of  communion  of  churches  j 
his  father  being  a  member  of  the  church  at  Bofton,  but 
there  is  no  officer  there  to  difpenfe  the  ordinance  at 
prefent.* 

Dec.  9.     "  Mr.  Davenport  ordained  paftor,  and 

Mr.  Allen  teacher  in  the  church  at  Bofton." 

"  Mr.  Oxenbridge  ordained  at  Bottom'* 
"  Mr.  Whitman  ordained  at  Hull." 
"  Mr.  Mofes  Fifke  ordained  at  Brain- 

"  Mr.  William  Adams  ordained  at  Ded- 

1674.  Feb.  24.  cc  Died  Mr.  William  Poole,  aged  81. 
He  came  hither  from  England  ;  he  was  a  fage,  reverend 
and  pious  man  of  God.  He  was  clerk  of  writs,  and  reg- 
ifter  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  Dorchefter  about 
ten  years,  and  often  a  fchool-mafter  in  the  town." 

Nov,  19.     "  Died    Rev.    Samuel  Danforth  of 

Roxbury,  aged  47." 

1675.  Jan.  5.  "  A  collection  made  for  Mr.  Corlet  for 
his  labour  in  preaching  during  Mr.  Flint's  ficknefs.lj" 

1677.     "  Mr.  Shepherd  of  Charleftown  died  of 

the  fmall-pox." 

1678.  March  31.  "Rev.  Mr.  Willard  inftalled  over 
the  third  church  in  Bofton.  He  had  been  minifter  at  Gro- 
ton,  but  his  people  there  were  fcattered  by  reafon  of  the 
war."§ 

— : —  April  24.  "  There  was  a  church  gathered  at 
Milton.     It  was  conftituted  in  our  meeting-houfe  at  Dor-. 

chefter* 

*  The  name  was  afterwards  fpelt  Roland,  but  in  the  Records  it  is 
written  as  above.     He  was  minifter  at  Sandwich. 

f  He  died  Aug.  10,  1708,  aged  66. 

%  He  died  Aug.  "17,  1685. 

||  Ammi-Ruhamah  Corlet,  Fellow  of  Harvard  College,  died  March 
1,  1678. 

§  Died  Sept.  12,  1707* 

vol.  ix.         Bb 
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chefter,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  elders  and  meffengers  of  the 
three  churches  in  Bofton  and  Weymouth,  Braintree  and 
Dedham.  The  magiftrates  were  acquainted  with  it,  but 
only  the  governour  was  here,  by  reafon  of  the  wet  and 
fnow  feafon.  Mr.  Allen  did  firft  pray,  and  then  Mr.  Flint 
preached,  and  afterwards  prayed.  Afterward  the  brethren 
were  called  on,  one  after  another  to  declare  the  work  of 
grace  that  God  had  wrought  on  them  to  the  number  of 
feven  ;  but  before  they  began  it  was  put  to  the  whole  af- 
fembly,  both  meffengers  and  others,  whether  any  had  any 
juft  reafon  againft  their  proceeding,  but  all  were  lilent. 
After  they  had  made  their  relations,  a  confeftion  of  faith 
was  read  by  our  Elder,  unto  which  they  all  confented  by 
lifting  up  of  hands.  Then  thofe  feven  brethren  were  called 
down  into  the  body  of  the  aifembly,  and  a  covenant  read 
unto  them  unto  which  they  all  confented  by  lifting  up 
of  hands.  The  brethren  that  entered  into  this  covenant,, 
and  made  publick  relation  were  thefe  : 

Robert  Tucker,  member  of  Weymouth. 

Anthony  Newton' 

William  Blake 

Thomas  Swift 

George  Sumner 

Ebenezer  Clap 

Edward  Blake,  member  of  the  fecond  church  in  Bofton. 

After  this  was  done,  there  were  more  of  our  brethren 
that  did  at  the  fame  time  enter  into  the  fame  covenant 
with  the  former,  namely, 

Thomas  Holman, 

George  Lyon, 

Ephraim  Tucker, 

Manaifeh  Tucker  and 

James  Tucker. 

And  then  Mr.  Torey  was  appointed  to  give  the  right 
hand  of  fellowfliip  ;  and  Mr.  Mather  prayed,  and  a  pfalm 
was  fung,  and  the  aflembly  difmhTed." 

Nov.  27.     "  Mr.  Norton  ordained  at  Bingham." 

-    Dec.  1.     "  Kept    by   the    church   as   a   day   of 

Thankfgiving  for  the  reftoration  of  Capt.  Clap  to  health 
again  ;    he  having  been  fick  about  a  year  and  an  half." 

1680.  Sept.  15.  "A  faft  in  Dorchefter  on  account  of 
Mr.  Flint's  ficknefs." 


Members  of  Dorchefter  church. 
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1 68 1.     June  1.     "Mr  Thacher  ordained  at  Milton.* 
1688.     Odober  7.     Mr.  Walter  ordained  at  Roxbury." 
1693.     Nov.  29«     "  R-ev*  Jofeph  Bachelor  ordained  at 
Dedham."| 

1696.  April  8.  "  Mr.  Wadfworth  ordained  at  Bof- 
ton." 

1697.  April  si.  "  Mr.  Jofeph  Baxter  ordained  at 
Medfield." 

1700.  Auguft  28.  "  Mr.  Pemberton  ordained  at  Bof- 
ton." 

1702.  Auguft.  "  The  mortality  at  New- York  is  fore 
and  dreadful.  A  faft,  on  account  of  the  ficknefs  there 
and  here.  The  deaths  in  Bofton  in  about  twelve  months 
amount  to  500." 

1703.  Sept.  26.  "  Rev.  James  Bailey  ordained  at 
Weymouth." 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Gardner  of  Lancafter  ihot  by  the  centry  by 
miftake." 

1704.  Dec.  10.  "  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke's  death, 
of  Chelmsford,  lamented  in  a  fermon  on  Acts  xx.  25,&c."| 

1705*     May  10.     "  Mr.  T.  Bridge  ordained  in  Bofton?* 

1707.  April  21.  "  Rev.  Mr.  Torrey  of  Weymouth 
deceafed,  who  had  been  50  years  in  the  miniftry  ;  an  able, 
painful,  faithful,  minifter  of  Chrift.  JEt.  y6  or  7J.-~~ 
He  was  born  fome  weeks  before  his  time,  and  was  kept  in 
warm  lamb-fkins  till  the  full  proper  time  came." 

Nov.  26.   "  Peter  Thacher,  jun.  (nephew  to  Rev. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Milton,  ordained  at  Weymouth." 

1708.  Auguft  23.  "  Aged  Mr.  Cheever,  a  fchool-maf- 
ter  in  Bofton   died,  aged  94." 

Dec.  9.     "  Rev.  Mr.  Higginfon  deceafed." 

1709.  April.  "  Mr.  Cotton,  paftor  of  Eaft-Hampton 
died  fuddenly.? 

9.     "  Contribution  for  Mr.  Jofeph  Mors, 

who  preaches  at  our  village." 

1709* 

*  Died  Dec.  24,  1727,  aged  77. 

f  Died  April  27,  11723,  aged  53. 

%  "  A  great  lofs  to  all  our  towns,  and  efpecially  to  our  frontiers  on 
tfiat  fide  of  the  country,  who  are  greatly  weakened  with  the  lofs  of  fuch 
a  worthy  man."     Fairfield's  MS.  Journal 
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1709.  May  18.  "  Mr.  Jofeph  Marfti  ordained  at  Brain- 
tree.t" 

171 1.  May  23.  "  Mr.  Samuel  Niles  ordained  at  Brain- 
tree,  firft  precinct." 

Nov.  1.     "  Mr.  John  Avery  ordained  at  Truro.'* 

171 2.  Aug.  25.  "  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart  of  Newton  de- 
ceafed,  aged  64.  He  had  preached  there  about  forty 
years  ;  been  ordained  thirty-eight.  Vir  doclus,  prudens, 
facificus" 

Nov.  26.     "  Mr.  Thayer  ordained  paftoy  of  the 

fecond  church  in  Roxbury." 

1 7 14.     June  11.     "  Dr.  Smith  died.'* 

■  ■  -  Sept.  2.  "  Public  faft  on  account  of  the  drought. 
No  rain  until  Sept.  22,  faving  a  fhower  on  the  Lord's 
day  evening  preceding  the  faft  at  Dorchefter  on  July  20th 
and  on  Auguft  8th  and  once  or  twice  a  little  fprinkling. 
Yet  afterwards  there  was  a  good  harveft  of  Indian  corn." 

Oa.  18.  "Mr.  Thomas  Danforth  died  at  Sur- 
inam." 

17 16.  May  23.  "Mr.  William  Cooper  ordained  at 
Bottom" 

— -  24.     "  Faft  at  Dorchefter,  many  being  fick." 

17 1 7.  Feb.  24.  "  Snow  in  drifts  twenty-five  feet 
deep  ;  in  the  woods  a  yard  generally  on  a  level." 

Aug.  15.     "  In  our  village  (Punkipog)  feventy 

fick." 

17 1 8.  June  11.  "Mr.  Ebenezer  Gay  ordained  at 
Hingham." 

17 19.  March  22.     "  Contribution  for  Mr.  Mors." 

1 72 1 .  Oct.  4.    "  Mr.  Perkins  ordained  at  Bridge  water." 

Dec.  6.     "  Faft  at  Dorchefter  on  account  of  the 

fmall-pox." 

1722.  June  6\     "  Mrs.  Danforth  died,  aged  52." 

1723.  May  6.  "  Mr.  Samuel  Dexter  ordained  at 
i>edham."i 

1724.  May  18.  "Voted  to  give  from  three  to  four 
pounds  annually  to  fubfift  Rev.  Mr.  Moody  at  Providence." 

Auguft  16.     "  Letter  from  Chatham  from  Mr. 

Godfrey  and  Mr.  Morfe  \    but  the  church  would  not  fend 
meffengers  fo  far."  1724. 

•f  Died  March  8,  1726,  aged  41. 
t  Cied  January  29,  1755,  aged  55. 
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1724.  Nov.  17.  "  The  council  to  which  we  fent  mek 
fengers,  approve  of  Mr.  Fitch's  afking  a  difmiffiori  from 
the  church  at  Ipfwich,  and  accepting  the  invitation  from 
Portfmouth." 

"  Memorandum.  Before  the  laft  commencement  Mr. 
Leverett,  prefident  of  Harvard  College,  died  fuddenly  : 
and  in  the  end  of  September,  governour  Saltonftal  died 
jfuddenly.     Men  of  bright  accomplifhments." 

1725.  Nov.  24.  "  Mr.  Ezra  Carpenter  ordained  at 
Hull." 

1726.  March.     "  Mr.  Glover  died  in  London.,? 

July.     "  Rev.  Theophilus  Cotton  of  Hampton 

died." 

Sept.  5.     "  Rev.  Mr.  White  was  buried." 

— —  Nov.  2.  "  Rev.  John  Hancock  ordained  at 
Braintree."* 

3    — —  5.     "  Rev.  Zech.    Whitman  of   Hull  de? 

ceafed,  aged  82.     Vir  plus,  humilis,  orthodoxus,  utiliffi?nus" 

1727.  October  27,  and  following;  "  feveral  fhocks 
of  an  earthquake." 

Nov.  7.     "  Fall  at  Dorchefter  on  account  of  the 

earthquake." 

— _    '14.     ff  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth  of  Tauntoi} 

jdeceafed  to  the  public  lofs." 

— —  — — .15.  "Rev.  Mr.  Dunbar  ordained  at 
gtoughton." 

m — -    Dec.  1 7.    "  Mr.  Thacher  of  Milton  died,  aged  77." 

1728.  9?  Feb.  i6?  "Mr.  Ebenezer  Clap  and  Mr? 
Philips  Payfon  chofen  to  go  to  Taunton  with  the  ordained 
officers  of  the  church  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Thoma$ 
Clap  on  the  26th  inft." 

*** — -  July.  "  Rev.  John  Williams  of  Deerfield,  Rev? 
Mr.  Blowers  of  Beverly,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton  of  Brif- 
tol,  are  lately  deceafed  to  the  great  lofs  of  our  churches." 

Notices  of  Pious  Indians, 

[Referred  to  in  page  192.] 

"  Waban  was  the  firft  that  received  the  gofpel.  Oue 
firft  meeting  was  at  his  houfe.  The  next  time  we  met  he 
had  gathered  a  great  company  of  his  friends  to  hear  the 

wordji 

*  Died  May  7,  1744,  aged  43, 
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word,  in  the  which  he  hath  been  ftedfaft.  When  we 
framed  ourfelves  in  order  in  way  of  government,  he  was 
chofen  a  ruler  of  fifty.  He  hath  approved  himfelf  to  be  a 
good  chriftian  in  church  order  and  in  civil  order  ;  and  a 
zealous,  faithful,  and  ftedfaft  ruler  to  his  death." 

"  Piambohou.  He  was  the  fecond  man  next  Waban 
that  received  the  gofpeL  He  brought  with  him  to  the 
fecond  meeting  at  Waban's  houfe  many.  When  we  form- 
ed them  into  government,  he  was  chofen  ruler  of  ten. 
When  the  church  at  Haffenejnaffit  was  gathered,  he  was 
called  to  be  a  ruler  in  it  ;  when  that  was  fcattered  by  the 
war,  they  came  back  to  Natick  church  fo  many  as  fur* 
vived  ;  and  at  Natick  he  died." 

"  Old  Jacob.  He  was  among  the  firft  that  prayed  to 
-God.  He  had  fo  good  a  memory  that  he  could  rehearfe 
the  whole  catechize,  both  queftions  and  anfwers.  When 
he  gave  thanks  at  meat,  he  would  fometimes  only  fay  the 
ford's  prayer." 

"  Antony,  He  was  among  the  firft  that  prayed  to  God. 
He  was  ftudious  to  read  the  fcriptures  and  his  catechize, 
fo  that  he  learned  to  be  a  teacher.  But  after  the  wars 
he  became  a  lover  of  ftrong  drink  ;  was  often  admonifh- 
ed  ;  and  finally  caft  out  from  being  a  teacher." 

He  was  exceedingly  penitent  at  his  death. 

*  Nehemiah.  This  hopeful  young  man  was  going  out 
to  hunt,  with  a  companion  who  fell  out  with  him,  and 
ftabbed  him  mortally  and  killed  him.  The  wicked  mur- 
derer fled." 

"  John  Owuffumug,  fen.  He  was  a  young  man  when 
they  began  to  pray  to  God.  He  did  not  at  the  prefent 
join  with  them.  He  would  fay  to  me,  1  will  jirjl  fee  to  it, 
and  when  I  under/land  it  I  will  anfwer  you.  He  did  after 
awhile  enter  into  the  civil  covenant,  but  was  not  entered 
into  church  covenant  before  he  died.  He  was  propounded 
to  join  to  the  church,  but  was  delayed,  he  being  of  a  quick 
paffionate  temper.  Some  litigations  prolonged  it  till  his 
ficknefs  ;  but  had  he  recovered  the  church  was  fatisfied  to 
have  received  him  by  finifhing  well." 

He  was  fick  and  in  a  great  pain  a  whole  year  before  his 
4eath. 

"  John  Speen.     He  was  among  the  firft  that  prayed  to 

God, 
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God.  He  was  a  diligent  reader.  He  became  a  teacher, 
and  carried  well  for  divers  years,  until  the  fin  of  ftrong 
drink  did  infed  us,  and  then  he  was  fo  far  infected  with 
it  that  he  was  defer vedly  laid  afide  from  teaching." 

"  Black  James.  He  was  in  former  times  reputed  by 
the  Englifh  to  be  a  Pawaw,  but  I  cannot  tell  this.  I 
know  he  renounced  and  repented  of  all  his  former  ways, 
and  delired  to  come  to  Ghrift  and  pray  to  God,  and  died 
well." 


Notes  on  Compton,  a  township  in  Newport  coun- 


ty, state  of  Rhode-Island.     September,  180 


Situation.     Boundaries. 

COMPTON  is  fituated  in  north  latitude  41°.  29'.  weft: 
longitude  from  Greenwich  71  °.  11'.  It  is  bounded 
north  by  Tiverton  5  eaft  by  Weftport  (MafT.)  ;  fouth  by 
the  Atlantick  ocean  ;  and  weft  by  Taunton  river,  which 
is  fometimes  called  the  eaft  part  of  Nantafket  bay.  This 
river  feparates  Compton  from  Rhode-Illand.  It  is  feventy 
miles  fouth  from  Bofton  ;  thirty  miles  fouth-eaft  from 
Providence  ;  and  fix  miles  eaft  of  Newport.  The  Indian 
name  of  the  place  is  Seakonnet,  Sagkonate,  or  Sogkonate. 
Sogkonate  is  the  name  which  is  ufed  by  Church  in  his 
hiftory  of  Philip's  war.  Whence  it  affumed  its  prefent 
name  is  uncertain.  It  was  incorporated  Little  Compton  ; 
but  as  there  is  no  place  of  a  fimilar  name  in  America,  if 
in  the  whole  world,  the  term  cc  Little"  has  of  late  been 
properly  dropped,  as  a  ufelefs  and  cumberfome  epithet. 

Ponds. 
There  are  four  ponds  in  the  place,  which  are  called 
Quickfand,  Tunipis  or  Tunipus,  Long  pond,  and  Round 
pond.  The  two  firft  lie  on  the  eaft  part  of  the  town  ;  the 
two  laft  near  Sogkonate  point.  Quickfand  is  a  mile  long, 
fifty  rods  wide  in  the  middle,  from  four  to  fix  feet  deep, 
is  fed  by  fmall  brooks,  and  contains  fifh.  Tunipis  is  fifty 
rods  long,  perhaps  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  has  no  fifh. 
Long  pond  is  nearly  drained  at  the  expenfe  of  fixty  dollars, 
and  has  made  forty  acres  of  land  worth  one  hundred  dol- 
lars 
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lars  an  acre.     Round  pond  is  too  inconftderable  to  be  de- 
fcribed. 

Trees.     Grafs. 

Among  the  trees*  which  here  feem  to  be  indigenous,  are 
the  white,  black,  and  red  oak  ;  maple  \  beech  \  hiccory  ; 
willow  ;  poplar  ;  and  balm  of  Gilead. 

On  the  upland  and  meadows  grow  burdens  grafs,  rib- 
wort, white  weed,  red  top,  clover,  and  herds  grafs. 

Sell.     Produce. 

The  foil  of  this  townfliip  is  fuperiour  to  that  of  the 
generality  of  land  in  the  ftate.  It  is  a  mixture  of  clay 
and  gravel  at  bottom,  and  the  loam  on  the  furface  is 
blackifh,  heavy,  and  prolifick.  It  is  well  fitted  to  hold 
water  and  manure  ;  fuftains  a  drought  unufually  long  ; 
but  when  throughly  dry,  requires  copious  rains  to  fupply 
it  with  water. 

Indian  corn  is  here  better,  than  what  commonly  grows 
in  Maifachufetts.  An  acre  often  produces  more  than  for- 
ty bufhels.  The  common  produce  of  the  country  is  the 
produce  of  Compton.  Flax,  potatoes,  oats,  hay,  butter, 
cheefe,  beef,  pork,  poultry,  and  barley,  are  produced  in 
plenty.  Not  much  rye  is  raifed,  on  account  of  its  being 
fo  frequently  blafted.  But  barley  is  cultivated  with  great 
fuccefs.  Ten  thoufand  bufhels  are  faid  to  be  annually 
exported. 

Mode  of  thrafhing. 

There  is  a  mode  of  thrafhing  barley  praclifed  here, 
which  is  uncommon,  if  not  utterly  new,  in  fome  parts  of 
the  country.  When  a  barley  heap  is  to  be  thrafhed, 
previous  care  is  taken  to  have  it  placed  on  a  hard  and  level 
plat.  A  quantity  of  barley  in  the  fheaf  is  then  laid  in  a 
circular  train  to  be  trampled  upon  by  horfes.  Sometimes 
three  or  four  horfes  are  ridden  round  upon  the  barley  by 
boys  ;  at  other  times  a  man  ftands  in  the  centre  of  the 
circle,  and  with  the  reins  in  one  hand,  and  a  whip  in  the 
other,  drives  two  or  three  pairs  of  young  horfes  round 
upon  the  barley  ;  whilft  another  perfon  is  employed  with, 
a  rake  to  turn  the  barley,  and  expofe  it  properly  to  the 
action  of  the  horfes'  feet.     When  the  grain  of  one  layer  is 

thus 
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thus  throughly  beaten  from  the  ftraw,  the  latter  is  raked 
into  an  heap  without  the  circle,  and  the  former  into  an 
heap  within.  Another  layer  of  barley  forms  a  new  meet 
for  the  horfes,  and  the  driver  on  the  heap  of  grain  recom- 
mences the  operation  of  driving  them  round.  This  man- 
ner of  thrafhing  has  been  pra&ifed  in  this  town  four  or 
five  years,  and  fucceeds  fo  well,  as  to  render  the  flail  almoft 
ufelefs.  In  this  way  the  grain  is  both  effectually  feparated 
from  the  ftraw,  and  feparated  more  expeditioufly  and 
cheaply  than  by  the  method  ordinarily  ufed  in  MafTachu-- 
fetts.  Two  men  and  fix  horfes  will  thrafh  an  hundred 
bufhels  of  barley  in  one  day. 

Stone  Walk 

The  farmers  here  are  particularly  careful  to  fence  their 

enclofures  with  ftone  wall,  which  is  the  only  fence,  ufech 

From  the  fet dement  of  the  place,  it  has  been  diftinguifhed 

In  this  refpect.     Thomas  Church,  Efq.  a  reprefentative  of 

the  town,  when  Compton  was  part  of  Maffachufetts,  told 

his  fellow  reprefentative^,  who  were  converftng  on  the 

agricultural  improvements  of  the  country,  that  there  was 

ftone  wall   enough   in  Compton   to    reach   thence    in  a 

ftraight  line   to    Bofton.      But   they  confidered   him   as 

fpeaking  in  round  numbers,  and  began  to  be  fomewhat 

merry  with  the  'fquire,  likening  his   account  to  ftories, 

which  any  body  might  innocently  tell,  but  which  nobody 

would  fully  believe.     Mr.  Church  returned  home,  and,  in 

company  with  fome  of  his  calculating  neighbours,  made  ac 

l|  pretty  accurate  eftimate  of  the  quantity  of  their  ftone  wall. 

;  On  again  meeting  his  affociates,  at  the  nexf  feflion  of  the 

|;  General  Court,  he  told  them  he  had  indeed  committed  an 

j  errour  concerning  the  ftone  wall  ;  for  he  found  on  exam- 

I  inatioh  that  there  was  enough  to  reach  to  Bofton  on  both 

\  fides  of  the  way.     The  Indians,  who  were  formerly  numer-* 

I  ous  in  the  town,  and  who  were  remarkable  for  the  excel- 

|jlence  of  their  ftone  wall,  wefe  much  employed  in  this 

!|  kind  of  labour.     When  they  failed  of  fulfilling  their  con- 

j  tract  with  their  employers,  they  were  flagellated. 

Manure*     Price  of  Labour* 
I      The  farmers  are  now  in  the  pradice  of  gathering  large 
j  quantities  of  fea  weed  on  the  ftiore  for  the  purpofe  of 
vol.  ix*        £c  manure. 
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manure.  Sometimes  it  is  ufed  alone,  but  more  commonly 
mixed  with  the  dunghills  of  the  barn  yard  ;  and  after 
fermenting  there  a  feafon  the  compoft  is  carted  on  to  the 
grounds.     This  fea  weed  was  formerly  of  no  account. 

The  price  of  labour  varies  in  the  different  feafons  of  the 
year.  A  common  labourer  has  from  fifty  to  eighty  cents 
a  day,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month. 

Windmills. 
Windmills  may  be  feen  on  almoft  every  eminence  in  this* 
part  of  the  country  ;  and  in  fome  inftances  they  make  a 
ragged  and  grotefeme  appearance.  From  the  want  of  uni- 
formity in  their  mechanifm,  it  mould  feem,  that  the  beft 
principles  of  conflrucling  thefe  machines,  fo  ufeful  to  ag- 
riculture and  domeftick  convenience,  are  not  yet  fettled. 

Natural  Hi/lory. 

Among  the  birds  ufually  obferved  in  this  place  are  the 
robin  recUbreaft,  fparrow  (fringilla  domejlica^  L.)  wood- 
pecker (pic us  eryocephalus\  yellow-bird  (ember iza  citrinella\ 
Bob  o*  Lincoln,  blue-bird  (moiacilla  Jialis),  quail  (tetrao  co- 
turnix\  lark  (arvenfis),  night-hawk,  whip-poor-will,  mar- 
tin (hirundico  urbica),  houfe-fwallow,  wren  (motacilla  troglo* 
dytes))  humming-bird,  cat-bird,  tame  goofe,  duck,  &c. 

Of  beads  there  are  here  fuch  as  are  common  to  New* 
England. 

The  fillies  which  are  taken  in  the  ponds,  and  among  the 
rocks  along  the  fea-fhore  are  called  the  fheepfhead,  fea-bafs, 
tautog,  blue  fifh,  cod,  mackerel,  fqueterg,  grunters,  hat- 
fifh,  froft-fifh  or  fmelts,  and  eels. 

Serpents,  frogs,  toads,  and  the  common  fnake,  (coluber 
natrix,  L.)  are  found  in  the  place  ;  but  no  vipers  nor  rat- 
tlefnakes.  The  old  Indians  were  ufed  to  fay,  that  if  the 
rattlefnakes  fhould  come  from  Tiverton  woods,  where 
they  are  numerous,  the  pifmires  would  eat  their  eyes  out* 
Rattlefnakes,  formerly,  were  much  dreaded  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tiverton  ;  and  their  bite  was  more  terrible  to  Church's 
men,  in  the  war  with  Philip,  than  the  arrows  of  the  In- 
dians.* 

Concerning  the  infects  of  this  region  there  is  nothing 
peculiar.     The  hufbandman   is  here  fometimes  infefted 

with 

*  See  Church's  Hift.  p.  1-6.  % 
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with  earth  worms,  which  are  greatly  injurious.  The 
white  worm  1  as  it  is  called,  has  lately  made  its  appearance, 
and  is  deftru&ive  of  the  corn  and  grafs.  But  this  worm 
is  by  no  means  fo  great  a  plague  as  the  gray  worm,  per- 
haps the  palmer  worm,  which  vifited  this  town  about 
thirty-three  years  ago.  Thefe  worms,  which  never  before 
nor  fince  were  known  in  the  place,  were  then  fo  nume- 
rous, that  a  man  could  not  fet  his  foot  on  any  part  of  his 
farm  without  treading  upon  eight  or  ten.  Whole  fields 
of  barley  fell  before  them  \  and  after  finifhing  their  de- 
predations, they  gathered  themfelves  in  cart  loads  by  the 
fides  of  Hone  walls,  to  die  ;  as  though,  after  blading  by 
their  life  the  hope  of  the  farmer  with  regard  to  his  grain, 
they  were  determined  by  their  death,  to  render  the  air 
unfit  for  refpiration. 

Roads. 

The  roads  are  laid  out  wide  and  ftraight  ;  but  they 
are  not  yet  formed.  A  laudable  practice  obtains  here  of 
planting  trees  befide  the  road  within  the  enclofures* 
They  are  at  once  ufeful  and  ornamental.  The  poorer  clafs 
of  people  however  are  in  a  bad  habit  of  filching  part  of 
the  road,  and  fencing  it  in  for  the  purpofe  of  improve- 
ment. This  practice  not  only  fpoils  the  beauty  of  the 
road  in  the  day-time,  but  endangers  the  traveller  by  night. 
In  forrie  cafes  he  is  quite  diverted  from  the  ftraight  courfe, 
and  obliged  to  find  his  way  along  by  the  fide  of  the  wall. 

Houfes.     Inhabitants. 

There  are  in  Compton  about  two  hundred  houfes, 
which  contain,  perhaps,  fixteen  hundred  perfons.  Their 
ftyle  of  building,  like  that  of  their  drefs  and  tables  is  hum- 
ble and  unadorned.  They  are  hofpitable  to  ftrangers,  and 
friendly  in  their  intercourfe  with  each  other  ;  but  feem 
carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  like  extravagance  in  living 
and  refinement  in  manners. 

Health.     Longevity. 

The  moft  common  diforders  are  of  the  inflammatory 
kind.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  pleurifies  are  fometimes 
prevalent.  But  on  the  whole,  Compton  is  thought  re- 
markable for  the  health  and  longevity  of  its  inhabitants. 

Probably 
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Probably  one  out  of  five  of  all  the  inhabitants,  who  have 
Jbeen  born  in  the  place,  have  lived  to  the  age  of  feventy 
years.  Fifty  perfons  now  living  in  the  town  have  reached 
that  period.  A  man  and  his  wife,  by  the  name  of  Wild- 
boar,  had  nine  children,  who  all  lived  to  be  above  feventy. 
Many  have  lived  to  be  between  ninety  and  a  hundred  j 
but  none  has  exceeded  the  laft  mentioned  number. 

Indians. 

Many  of  the  fubjecls  of  Awaflionks,  fquaw  fachem  of 
the  Sogkonate  Indians,  of  whom  the  foil  was  originally 
purchased,  continued  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  lived 
in  habits  of  amity  with  the  Englifh  fettlers  for  many  years. 
&£  the  commencement  of  the  laft  century,  thefe  people 
were  fo  numerous  in  the  town,  that  they  were  in  the  prac- 
tice of  affembling  together  for  religious  worfhip,  and 
formed  a  decent  congregation.  They  had  a  meeting-houfe 
of  their  own,  in  which  Rev.  Mr.  Billings  inftru&ed  them 
once  a  month,  on  the  Lord's-day.  Their  ftated  preacher 
was  John  Simon,  one  of  their  brethren  ;  a  man  of  ftrong 
mind  ;  prevailingly  temperate,  but  occafionally  devious  y 
whofe  objecVwas  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  and  who 
thought  it  right  to  ufe  cunning  in  obtaining  it.  So  inr 
fluential  was  this  Indian  preacher  in  maintaining  order  in 
his  flock,  that  he  was  made  a  juftice  of  the  peace.  Ac- 
cordingly when  the  Indians  were  in  fault,  John  was  affo- 
ciated  with  the  Englifh  juftice  to  do  away  wrongs.  It 
happened  on  a  time  that  fome  Indians  were  delinquent. 
Col,  Almy  and  John  were  judges  in  the  cafe.  After  ex- 
amination was  had,  faid  the  former  to  the  latter,  concern- 
ing one  and  another  of  thofe  in  default,  #  how  many  ftripes 
fhall  thefe  Indians  receive  ?  I  think  they  fhould  receive 
eight  or  ten  ftripes."  "  No,"  faid  John,  "four  ox  jive  are 
enow  ;  poor  Indians  are  ignorant,  and  it  is  npt  chriftian- 
like  to  punifli  fo  hardly  thofe  who  are  ignorant,  as  thofe 
who  have  knowledge."  So  John's  opinion  prevailed. 
But  John's  fquaw  was  among  the  delinquents.  "  Well," 
faid  juftice  Almy,  "  what  fhall  Jhe  receive  ?"  "  Double," 
replied  John,  "  becaufe  fhe  had  knowledge  to  have  done 
better."  Col.  A.  however,  knowing  that  John  loved  his 
^yife,  and  thinking  to  do  him  a  favour,  had  her  punifh- 

ment 
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ment  wholly  remitted.  John  was  filent  upon  this  fubject 
whilft  the  offenders  were  prefent,  but  affigned  another 
time  and  place,  where  he  met  Col  A.  and  feverely  remon- 
ftrated  againft  his  unjuft  fentence  in  favour  of  the  fquaw, 
faying,  "  To  what  purpofe,  Col.  A.  do  we  preach  a  relig- 
ion of  juftice,  if  we  do  unrighteoufnefs  in  judgment  ? 
Here,  you  have  given  ftripes  to  fuch  as  were  lefs  guilty 
than  my  wife,  but  to  her  you  have  given  none."  The 
Colonel  fo  poignantly  felt  the  reproof,  as  mofl  cordially  to 
wifh  that  the  fquaw  had  been  flagellated. 

About  fifty  years  fince  a  moft  definitive  fever  carried 
its  ravages  among  the  Indians  in  this  quarter.  From  that 
time  they  have  been  rapidly  wafting.  There  are  now  not 
more  than  ten  Indians  in  the  town. 

Ecclefiaftical  Affairs. 

There  are  here  two  religious  feels  only,  Gongregational- 
ifts  and  Quakers.  The  latter  are  not  numerous.  They 
have  however  a  meeting-houfe,  in  which  they  affemble  on, 
Sundays  and  Wednefdays.  There  are  a  few  perfons  who 
pretend  to  be  a  fort  of  Quakers,  but  who  in  fad  are  noth- 
ingarians. Among  the  lower  ranks  of  fociety  in  this  re- 
gion marks  of  difaffecfion  to  religious  and  political  infti- 
tutions  are  often  witneffed.  The  Congregational  church 
was  the  original  religious  fociety.  When  the  town  was 
incorporated,  a  right  of  land  was  granted  to  the  exclufive 
tofe  of  the  miniftry.  This  right  was  a  thirty-fecond  part 
of  the  whole  town.  Notwithstanding  the  appropriation, 
part  of  it  by  fome  means  early  got  into  the  hands  of  .the 
town,  now  remains  there,  and,  from  the  circumftance  of 
its  alienation,  is  called  Pilferfhire.  Two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty acres  pf  land,  worth  nearly  ten  thoufand  dollars,  con- 
tinue fuccefsfully  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  primitive 
grant. 

Nov.  1,  1700.  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  and  Rev.  John 
Danforth  vifited  the  town,  preached  to  the  people,  and 
baptized  fixty-five  children. 

Nov.  1,  1704.  William  Pabodie  and  Thomas  Gray 
wrote  to  the  above  named  gentlemen  with  others,  who9 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  came  and  ordained  Rev. 
Richard  Billings  paftor  of  the  church.  Ten  other  mem- 
bers %ned  the  church  covenant.     Mr,  Billings  was  a  na* 

tive 


2 ©6  Biographical  Memoir  of  William  Fijk>  Efq. 

tive  of  Dorchefter,  (Mail.)  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College  in  1698.  He  was  a  facetious  companion,  fpent 
much  of  his  time  among  his  pariftiioners,  and,  being  fond 
of  medical  ftudies,  miniftered  to  their  bodily  as  well  as 
fpiritual  health, 

Rev,  Jonathan  Ellis,  formerly  minifter  of  Monument 
Ponds,  Plymouth,  was  the  fucceftbr  of  Mr.  B,  But  of  his 
Settlement  and  death,  and  of  Mr.  Billings'  death,  the  rec- 
ords of  the  church  are  filent. 

Between  the  death  of  Mr,  Billings  and  the  inftallation 
of  Mr.  Ellis  there  was  a  divifion  of  fentiment  in  the  parifh, 
which  opened  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  Mr.  Brown, 
Called  Domine  Brown.  He  was  reputed  weak  by  his  en* 
emies,  by  his  friends  witty,  and  by  all  eccen trick.  He 
preached  half  the  day  on  LordVdays  with  Mr.  Ellis  for 
fome  time  ;  but  they  differed  fo  widely  in  theological 
opinions,  that  the  adherents  of  both  thought  it  expedient 
for  them  to  preach  in  two  houfes.  Mr.  B.  unregretted 
went  hence  to  Bofton,  and  finally  died  in  the  alms-houfe 
of  that  town. 

Rev.  Mafe  Shepard,  a  native  of  Norton,  Maff.  and  grad* 
uate  of  Dartmouth  College,  fucceeds  Mr.  Ellis  in  the  pa£ 
toral  office,  and  by  his  zeal  for  godlinefs  and  order  enjoys 
the  regards  of  his  chriftian  friends.  m  n 


Biographical   Memoir  of   William  Fisk,  Escu  Fel- 
low of  the  Historical  Society.     By  Hon.  James 

WlNTHROP,   ESQ^ 

OUR  late  worthy  affcciate,  William  Fifk,  Efq.  was  the 
fon  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fifk,  a  worthy  farmer  of  Wak 
fcham.  He  was,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  afcertain, 
t>orn  at  Walt  ham  in  December,  1753.  As  he  was  defigned 
jFor  the  univerfity,  he  was  at  a  proper  age  placed  under  the 
tuition  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Woodward  of  Wefton,  who 
was  at  the  time  much  efteemed  not  only  for  his  profes- 
sional, but  for  his  claffical  learning,  In  July,  1768,  Mr, 
Fifk  was  admitted  at  the  univerfity,  and  after  four  years 
of  exemplary  conduct,  and  ftudious  application  obtained 
the  honours  of  that  fociety  in  1772.  He  afterward  ap- 
plied 
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plierf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  and  fettled  in  the  practice  of 
that  profeflion  in  his  native  town.  His  integrity  and  unl* 
form  virtue  gave  him  an  handfome  fupport,  and  fecured 
the  confidence  of  thofe  who  knew  him  5  and  his  focial 
qualities  and  fportive  fancy  enlivened  his  converfation  and 
endeared  him  to  his  friends.  His  love  of  learning  made 
him  active  in  eftablifhing  a  town  library.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  by  both  wives  became  the  parent  of  nine 
children,  one  of  whom  is  now  at  the  univerfity,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  rival  the  virtues  and  good  qualities  of  his 
father.  As  a  member  of  this  literary  fociety  his  attention 
to  the  antiquities  of  this  country  was  unremitted,  and  his 
induftry  perfevering.  His  belief  in  chriftianity  produced 
uniform  benevolence  and  candour  to  others  ;  and  even  in 
politicks,  though  he  was  fteady  to  his  firft  attachment,  he 
never  confidered  it  neceffary  to  facrifice  the  charities  of 
private  friendship  to  his  attachment  to  party.  He  was  in* 
clined  to  corpulency,  which  induced  him  to  ufe  a  great 
deal  of  exercife,  and  by  this  means  perhaps  he  preferved 
his  health  in  a  lefs  interrupted  meafure,  than  is  ufual  for 
ftudious  men.  About  a  year  before  his  death  he  found 
his  health  decreafing,  but  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be 
alarming,  or  to  interrupt  his  ufual  employments.  On  the 
1 2th  of  Auguft,  1803,  he  fpent  the  evening  abroad.  Soon 
after  his  return  to  his  houfe  he  was  feized  with  a  violent 
pain  in  his  ftomach.     An  illnefs  of  only  five  or  fix  hours 

terminated  his  life.  m  n 
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The  History  of  the  Penobscott  Indians.     By  Hon* 
James  Sullivan,  Esq.  L.L.D. 

THE  Penobfcott  river  collects  its  waters  from  a  num- 
ber of  fmall  lakes  and  ponds,  remote  from  each  oth- 
er ;  but  none  of  them  at  a  great  diftarice  from  the  fea. 
The  middle,  which  is  the  main  branch,  comes  from  two 
or  three  fmall  ponds,  which  form  a  confluence  of  their 
ftreams  not  far  fouth  of  the  foutherly  branch  of  the  river 
St.  John,  which  empties  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  Fundy* 
nearly  two  hundred  miles  north-eafterly  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Penobfcott.  This  branch  of  the  St.  John,  proceeding 
from  a  fource  found  far  to  the  weft  of  the  middle  branch 
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of  Penobfcott  river,  runs  on  a  north-eaft  courfe,  wafting 
the  foot  of  the  higheft  ground  between  the  Atlantick  and 
the  St.  Lawrence.  The  eaftern  branch  of  the  Penobfcott 
collects  its  waters-  from  a  chain  of  fmall  ponds,  lituate 
north-eafterly  from  its  confluence  with  the  main  branch, 
and  near  to  the  weftern  branch  of  the  PafTamaquoddy, 
which  forms  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Britifh  province  of  New^Brunfwick,  and 
runs  into  the  bay  of  Fundy  fixty  miles  fouth  of  the  St. 
John.  This  branch  of  the  Penobfcott  is  called  the  Pafla- 
dumky.  The  other  branch  of  the  Penobfcott,  called  the 
Pifcataonis,  has  its  fource  near  the  eaft  ilde  of  the  river 
Kennebeck,  and  runs,  in  general,  a  north-eaft  courfe  about 
thirty  miles,  to  its  confluence  with  the  other  branches, 
which  unite  in  one  great  river.- 

The  Penobfcott  is  navigable  only  for  the  length  of  for- 
ty miles  from  the  fea.  Veffels  of  the  lafgeft  fize  may 
float  freely,  and  without  danger,  on  the  tide  of  it,  to  the 
foot  of  the  great  fall  which  checks  the  inflowings  of  the 
ocean.  The  waters  of  this  river  are  loft  in  the  fea,  among 
a  number  of  refpeclable  and  fertile  iflands,  lituate  between 
the  44th  and  45th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  This  part 
of  the  great  receptacle  bears  the  name  of  Penobfcott  bay. 

Wherever  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  according  to  the 
various  manners  of  different  nations,  can  be  moft  eaiily 
obtained,  there  the  diftincl  tribes  of  men  are  feen  to  col- 
lect themfelves  together.  The  favages,  who  were  found 
in  the  northern  part  of  our  continent,  were  more  numer- 
oufly  fettled  on  the  banks  of  great  rivers,  where  their 
wants  were,  in  a  great  part,  fupplied  by  the  abundance  of 
flfh  which  thofe  ftreams  produce.  Whatever  names  they 
had  among  themfelves  td  diftinguilh  their  tribes  by,  they 
were  diftinguifhed,  by  the  firft  European  adventurers,  by 
the  names  of  the  rivers,  or  waters,  on  the  banks  of  which 
they  refided.  The  tribe,  found  on  the  Penobfcott  river, 
was  always  known  to  the  Englifti  by  the  denomination  of 
the  Penobfcott  Indians. 

There  were  various  tribes  within  what  is  now  the  Dif- 
trict  of  Maine,  but  none  of  them  exift  at  the  prefent 
day,  befides  the  Penobfcott  Indians,  and  a  fmall  tribe  of 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  perfons,  who  live  on  the 
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batik  of  the  Paffamaquoddy  river,  from  which  they,  have 
their  name.  Thefe  being  on  the  line  which  feparates  the 
United  States  from  the  province  ©f  New-Brunfwick,  re- 
fide  in  the  fummer  within  that  province,  remote  from  the 
fea,  and  employ  themfelves  in  hunting  and  taking  fmall 
fifh  ;  but  in  the  winter  refide  on  the  mores  of  the  river 
near  the  fea,  and  within  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  where 
they  lead  a  beggarly,  wretched  life  ;  feeding  on  clams  and 
other  fhell-fifh,  enduring  the  moft  fevere  diftreffes  of  hun- 
ger and  cold,  until  the  flow  returning  fpring  opens  with 
reluctance  their  path  to  the  wildernefs. 

There  was  a  principal  tribe  on  the  Kennebeck,  called 
the  Norridgewoeks.  This  tribe  was  found  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Kenebis  their  chief,  after  Whom  the  Englifh  called 
the  river  where  they  found  him.  Thofe  Indians  were  al- 
ways at  war  with  the  white  people  when  thofe  of  Penob- 
fcott  were  5  but  were  lefs  openly  hoftile  after  the  year 
1724,  when  Moulton  and  Harmon  fubdued  their  fortifica- 
tion, and  killed  many  of  them,  among  whom  one  Ralle^ 
a  French  prieftj  who  had  for  a  number  of  years  refided 
with  them,  ftimulating  them  to  hoftilities  againft  the  New- 
England  people,  was  ftain  to  the  great  joy  and  exultation 
of  the  people  of  Maffachufetts. 

That  tribe  afterwards  affected  to  preferve  a  neutrality 
in  the  time  of  Indian  wars  ;  but  Norridgewock  ferved  as  a 
refting  place  for  the  Canada  Indians,  it  being  conveniently 
fituated  about  half  way  between  the  fea  and  the  high 
lands  ;'  and  one  third  of  the  way  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Kennebeck  to  the  Canada  fettlements.  It  alfo  furnifhed 
thofe  hoftile  favages,  who  came  on  expeditions  from 
Canada,  with  guides  and  intelligence  neceffary  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  enterprifes.  Exafperated  at  this,  a  number 
of  young  men  fell  upon  a  party  of  them  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  1749$  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  killed 
One  and  wounded  fever al  others.  They  were  apprehend- 
ed, all  but  one  who  efcaped,  by  a  warrant  of  jultice  Den- 
ny, who  lived  in  Georgetown,  but  the  publick  opinion 
Was  fo  ftrong  againft  the  Indians,  that  the  grand  jury 
could  not  be  induced  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  ;  the 
court  then  fat  at  York,  the  whole  of  the  diftricl:  of  Maine, 
which  is  now  greater  in  extent  as  to  territory  than  all 
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New-England  befides,  being  in  one  county,  called  the 
county  of  York.  The  government  however  made  prefents 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  and  compensations  to  the 
wounded,  with  an  intent  to  purchafe  off  that  infatiable  re- 
venge, which  the  favages  always  maintain  after  an  injury 
of  this  kind. 

It  appears  by  the  records  of  the  governour  and  council, 
that  fome  linen,  a  brafs  pail,  a  blanket,  a  variety  of  orna- 
ments, and  fome  money,  were  prefented  to  the  widow  ; 
and  blankets,  ornaments,  and  money,  as  well  to  the  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed,  as  to  thofe  who  had  been  wounded* 
There  was,  foon  after  this,  a  treaty,  which  put  an  end  to 
this  tribe,  as  will  be  hereafter  noticed. 

There  was  one  tribe  called  the  Wewenacks,  who  inhab- 
ited at  a  place  called  Winnegance,  at  Montfweag,  and 
Sheepfcutt  river  ;  but  they  are  now  extinct.  Further 
weftward  were  the  Androfcoggins  or  Anafaguntacooks  on 
Brunfwick  river  ;  the  Prefumfcott  tribe,  the  Cafco  In- 
dians, and  the  Pigwachet  tribe  on  Saco  river.  As 
branches  of  thefe,  a  few  families  were  fcattered  on  fmall 
flreams  on  the  Offipee  and  other  rivers.  On  what  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Pifcatawa  river,  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  fmall  tribes,  known  by  the  denominations  of  the 
Pifcataquas,  the  Newichazvanocks,  &c»  but  the  general  name 
of  all  thefe  tribes  and  families,  was  that  of  the  Abenaquies. 
All  thefe  are  now  exterminated,  and  the  Penobfcott  tribe, 
confiding,  as  they  were  numbered,  though  by  no  publick 
order,  in  October,  1803,  of  three  hundred  and  forty-feven 
fouls,  are  the  only  native  favages,  which  have  lived  un- 
mixed with  the  white  people  and  negroes,  preferving  the 
favage  aboriginal  manners  of  life,  within  the  common-  - 
wealth  of  MafTachufetts.  The  French  adventurers  were 
the  firft  civilized  people  who  fettled  on  Penobfcott  ;  they 
called  it  Pentaguevette.  The  adventurers  to  Plymouth 
built  a  trading  houfe  there  in  1626,  and  called  the  river 
Penobfcott..     The  Indian  name  was  Penobfcook,  or  Penobfeag* 

The  manners  of  the  Penobfcott  Indians  were  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  other  tribes,  found  in  the  wildernefs  of  that  part 
of  America,  now  compoilng  the  four  northern  ftates  of 
our  nation.  The  precife  and  gradual  progrefs  of  any  part 
of  the  human  race,  from  a  ftate  of  favage  barbarity,  where 
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the  ufe  of  iron,  or  the  pofieffion  of  flocks  and  herds  were 
unknown,  to  a  ftate  of  civilization,  has  never  been  marked 
by  the  eye  of  philofophy,  or  defcribed  by  the  pen  of  the 
hiftorian.,  It  is  faid,  that  the  ftates  of  Greece  were  in  fo 
rude  a  fituation,  as  to  their  manners  and  improvements, 
that  they  were  ignorant  of  agriculture,  of  the  ufe  of 
bread,  and  of  that  of  animal  food  ;  and  that  they  fed  alto- 
gether on  herbs.  This  is  rather  a  conclusion  in  argument, 
than  a  fact  aflerted  by  authority  ;  and  is  made,  as  a  de- 
duction from  this  one  fact,  that  they  decreed  divine  hon- 
ours to  the  perfon  who  taught  them  to  feed  on  acorns. 
They  did  not  arrive  at  any  confiderable  degree  of  urban- 
ity, until  long  after  this,  when  the  colonies  from  Egypt  and 
Phoenicia  taught  them  navigation,  literature,  commerce, 
and  agriculture.*  Thefe  ftates  finally  arrived  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  politenefs  and  literature,  as  to  confider  all  other 
nations  as  barbarians.  But  the  manner  in  which  the  Egyp- 
tians and  Phoenicians  planted  and  cultivated  the  arts  a- 
mong  them  ;  in  what  manner,  or  by  what  means  they 
were  improved,  does  not  appear. 

If  thofe  colonies  fubdued  the  country  and  made  the 
aboriginals  flaves,  and  thus  compelled  them  to  relinouifh, 
as  a  body,  their  ftate  of  barbarifm  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
fiicceeding  generations,  changed  the  habits  and  prppenii- 
ties  of  their  animal  nature,  it  was  a  method  which  has 
never  been  tried  upon  the  favages  in  America.     If  exam- 

:  pie,  opportunity  to  be  inftructed,  the  love  of  wealth,  the 
pride  of  power,  the  ambition  of  fcientifick  fuperiority, 

i  could  move  the  heart  of  an  American  favage,  there  would 
long  ago  have  been  fome  marks  of  progrefs  to  a  ftate  of 

1  urbanity  among  them.     As  the  country  has  been  cultiva- 

I  ted,  thofe  tribes,  whkh  lived  near  the  Atlantick,  have  been 
|l  wafted  by  intemperance  and-difeafe,  or  have  gone  back  in- 

II  to  the  Canadas,  where  other  nations  have  received  them* 
J  There  has  been  fomething  in  the  conduct  of  the  Penob- 

it  fcott  Indians,  which  has  denied  to  them  the  brotherly 
|I  love  of  thofe  of  the  more  interiour  parts  of  the  country, 
|  and  prevented  their  emigration.  This  will  be  mentioned 
[ [  in  the  fequel  \  and  their  decreafe  of  numbers  will  be  char^ 
,         ged 

*  Pelafgus  and  Herod,  as  quoted  by  Rollin. 
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ged  altogether  on  their  intemperance  and  want  of  urbani- 
ty. There  remains  no  other  tribe  of  aborigines  in  the 
New-England  ftates  but  this  one,  which  yet  fubfift  merely 
as  favages. 

The  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  Penobfcott  favages 
would  be  as  fruitlefs  as  the  general  inquiry  into  the  origia 
of  the  favages  on  our  continent,  in  general,  has  been. 
"Whether  they  were  originally  Jews,  Canaanites,  Cartha^ 
ginians,  Phoenicians,  Greeks,  or  Scythians,  remains  far 
beyond  all  the  refearches  of  which  we  are  capable.  There 
were  no  domeftick  animals  found  in  America,  nor  any 
traits  of  character,  any  art  or  fcience,  by  which  the  affin^ 
ity  of  the  people  there,  could  be  traced  with  certainty,  to 
any  country  or  nation  on  the  globe. 

The  immenfe  regions  of  our  continent,  from  Baffin's 
Bay  on  the  north,  to  the  Str eights  of  Magellan  on  the 
fouth,  were  filled  with  inhabitants.  Nor  were  the  differ- 
ent fituations  of  the  various  tribes  and  nations  confined  to 
the  fhores  of  the  Atlantick,  but  extended  over  to  the 
Southern  Ocean  on  the  weft. 

In  all  this  van:  extent  of  country,  poffeffed  by  men  com* 

!>ofing  various  nations  and  tribes,  there  was  no  other  dif- 
imilarity  of  planners,  than  what  was  naturally  produced 
by  the  difference  of  foil  and  climate.  There  has  been 
nothing  refembling  this  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
In  Europe,  a  fmall  local  alteration  would  of  courfe  prefent 
a  very  different  nation  of  men.  The  Germans  were  found 
by  Julius  Caefar  divided  into  various  nations,  each  under  a. 
regular  form  of  government,  and  with  forms  of  govern- 
ment very  unlike  to  each  other.  Some  were  complete 
defpotifms,  with  the  power  of  rule  vefted  in  one  man^ 
without  limits  or  reftrictions  ;  others  had  an  ariftocracy, 
a  nobility  by  whom  the  kings  were  elected  ;  and  in  others 
the  king  or  leader  was  chofen  by  the  people  at  large.  The 
origin  of  thefe  nations  could  be  traced  to  Gaul  ;  they  had 
Jierds  and  flocks,  they  raifed  barley  and  wheat,  and  ferr 
mented  the  juice  of  the  grape  to  a  fpirit.  Their  food,  as 
Tacitus  informs  us,  was  of  the  fimpleft  kind,  wild  apples, 
coagulated  milk,  and  the  food  of  animals  lately  killed, 
Julius  Caefar  mentions  that  they  diftilled  a  fpirit  from 
mares'  milk,  with  which  they  were  ufed  to  intoxicate 

themfelves, 
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themfelves.  The  favages  of  America  raifed  a  grain,  now 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Indian  corn  ;  they  fed  on 
fifh,  on  the  flefli  of  animals  recently  killed,  or  preferved 
by  fmoke,  on  acorns,  ground  roots,  and  herbs.  They 
were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  procuring  from  milk,  or  vege- 
tables, a  fermented  liquor,  nor  had  they  any  other  kind  of 
intoxication  than  what  arofe  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco 
fmoaked  in  a  ftone  pipe.  This  narcotick  weed  was  the 
only  repaft  which  they  took  to  regale  themfelves  with. 

The  more  northern  tribes  of  the  Germans  had  no 
houfes  or  fixed  habitations,  but  wandered  from  place  to 
place  with  their  herds.  The  aborigines  of  our  country 
had  permanent  places  of  refidence  ;  and  in  the  northern 
hemifphere,  though  their  houfes  were  formed  only  of 
bark,  covering  rafters  laid  on  crotched  flicks,  ftuck  into 
the  ground,  yet  thefe  were  their  homes  whereto  they  re- 
forted,  when  their  hunting  and  fifhing  feafons  were  over* 
Thefe  habitations  were  near  to  each  other,  forming  fmall 
towns  or  villages  :  for,  having  no  flocks  or  herds,  they 
wanted  but  little  extent  of  territory.  That  which  was 
defignated  for  railing  corn,  was  parcelled  out  by  the  tribe 
to  an  individual  for  life,  and  reverted  on  his  death.  This 
principle  bears  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  one  in  the  feudal 
fyftem  of  Europe,  which  was  the  origin  of  a  fum  of 
money  being  paid  by  the  tenant  in  captie  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  for  relief  on  the  death  of  the  tenant's  anceftor* 

Every  nation  of  Germany  avowed  the  right  of  flavery, 
and  had  numerous  flaves  ;  thefe  were  perfon§  taken  as 
prifoners  in  their  wars  on  each  other,  or  on  more  fouthern 
nations,  and  of  children  proceeding  from  their  captured 
enemies.  Our  American  Indians,  in  the  northern  part  of 
our  continent,  made  no  wars  on  each  other,  that  we  know 
of ;  nor  were  there  any  flaves  found  amongft  them.  Yet 
they  had  chiefs  and  leaders,  were  in  the  habit  of  holding, 
and  of  being  governed  by  the  .remit  of,  councils,  an4 
when  they  had  learned  to  make  war  with  their  European 
vifitors,  they  claimed  their  captives  as  their  property,  ancl 
would  never  reflore  them  but  on  ranfom.  Even  when 
the  French  nation  had  agreed,  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  that 
captives  fhouid  be  reftored,  they  were  obliged  to  purchafe 
them. 

The 
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The   natives   of  South-America,   found  there  by   the 
Spaniards,  were  fomewhat  nearer  to  a  irate,  refembling  a 
ftate  of  civilization,  than  the  Indians  in  the  more  northern 
part  of  the  continent  were.     Their  houfes,  though  reared 
without  the  ufe  of  iron,  were,  in  fome  degree,  elegant 
and  commodious*     The  city  of  Mexico,  the  palaces  of  the 
king,  the  houles  of  perfons  of  diftin&ion,  and  the  tem- 
ples of  their  gods,  had  a  coniiderable  degree  of  magnifi- 
cence in  their  appearance  and  ftructure  :    nothing  of  that 
kind  was  feen  among  the  towns  or  habitations  of  our 
northern  tribes.      Gold  and  copper  were    found  in   the 
cliffs  of  the  rocks  there  :    in  what  is  now  New-England, 
the  favages  were  as  much  unacquainted  with  thefe,  as  with 
iron.     There,  Montezuma,  the  chief,  was  attended  with 
pomp  and  parade  :    the  heads  of  the  tribes   had  no  other 
mark  of  diftinction  here,  than  the  right  to  precede  in,  and 
govern  the  march,  and  to  be  heard  with  filent  and  fulien 
refpect  when  they  fpoke.     The  fouthern  hemifphere  feem- 
ed  to  be  divided  into  two  great  empires,  formed    and 
maintained   by  the   coalition  of  various   tribes  :    in  the 
northern  part  of  the  continent  there  was  no  federation,  or 
league  among  the  tribes,  but  each  was  independent  of  the 
other.     The  people  on  all  parts  of  the  continent   were 
ftrangers  to  labour  and  induftry,  unacquainted  with  the 
arts,  and  thofe  of  the  northward  had  no  other  ideas  of 
property,  than  what  refulted  from  a  ufufructuary  poffef- 
fion,  of  lands,  or  moveable  goods.     However  they  might 
appear  to  differ  in  fome  unimportant  circumftances,  yet 
their  manners  in  general  were  fo  extremely  rude,  that  the 
denomination  of  lavages  was  juftly  applied  to  them  all. 

The  tribes  in  the  northern  regions  were  temperate,  be- 
caufe  they  had  not  the  means  of  intoxication,  before  they 
were  taught  the  practice  of  inebriety  by  the  Europeans  ; 
now  there  are  but  a  very  few  exceptions  indeed  to  a  moil 
inordinate  love  of  fermented  liquors  and  ardent  fpirits 
among  them.  There  is,  once  in  a  while,  feen  one  or  per- 
haps more  who  drink  only  water,  but  there  is  no  inftance 
where  one  indulges  beyond  that  reitric~tion  without  be- 
coming a  drunkard.  When  they  are  intoxicated  they  ap- 
pear to  be  the  moft  rude,  wild,  and  ferocious  animal  that 
draws  the  breath  of  life. 

The 
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The  complexion  of  the  American  natives  is  nearly  the 
fame  every  where,  with  but  very  little  allowance  for  the 
effect  of  climate.  One  univerfal  languor  of  nerves,  as  to 
manual  labour,  and  one  common  habit  of  lazinefs,  feems  to 
have  fpread  itfelf  over  all  the  nations  of  this  new  world. 
Where  the  waters  produce  fifh  to  fatiate  their  hunger,  and 
a  very  little  food  is  required  for  that  purpofe,  there  they 
lie  in  a  torpid,  inactive  ftate  ;  but  where  they  are  urged 
to  live  in  the  forefts,  and  depend  upon  hunting  for  fubfif- 
tence,  they  appear  to  be  more  alert  and  active.  It  then 
follows  of  confequence,  that  the  northern  Indians,  who  are 
debarred  by  the  ice  a  great  part  of  the  year  from  obtain- 
ing their  food  from  the  fea,  the  lakes,  the  rivers  ancl 
brooks,  are  more  robuft  and  active  than  thofe  in  warmer 
climates.  Yet  where  the  foil  and  feafon  will  allow  of  ag- 
riculture in  their  rude  manner,  the  uncertainty  of  a  main- 
tenance from  the  chafe  has  urged  them  to  the  raiftng  of 
corn  or  maize  and  pumpkins  to  alleviate  the  difagreeabk 
fenfation  of  hunger. 

The  people  of  South-America  had  cultivated  the  arts  of 
war,  and  their  diftinctions  of  a  nobility,  &c.  undoubtedly 
arofe  in  that  way.  They  paid  honours  to,  and  refpected 
their  heroes,  but  we  have  no  hiftory  nor  tradition  of  wars 
among  our  northern  nations.  The  aflbciation  of  men  into 
different  clans  or  tribes  feems  to  form  feparate  interefts 
and  to  lay  the  foundation  for  wars  ;  but  the  northern 
part  of  our  country,  being  thinly  inhabited,  there  could 
be  no  conteft  for  foil  for  the  fake  of  agriculture  ;  and  the 
forefts,  held  in  common  for  no  other  ufe  than  that  of 
hunting,  were  extenfive  enough  for  all ;  we  therefore  may 
reafonably  conclude,  that  if  our  Indians  had  wars,  they 
were  temporary  conflicts  refulting  from  refentment  or  re- 
venge, and  not  of  much  confequence. 

The  favages  of  North-America  appear  to  have  arrived 
at  the  higheft  perfection  of  ftature,  ftrength,  and  agility, 
between  the  40th  and  60th  degrees  of  latitude.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  by  Robertfon  and  other  writers,  that  there  were 
never  found  any  dwarfs  or  deformed  perfons  among  the 
favages.  The  precarious  mode  of  procuring  a  fubfiftence 
might,  in  the  more  fouthern  climates,  lead  parents  to  ne- 
glect their  weak  and  deformed  offspring  5   but  though 
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thofe  writers  do  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  idea,  yet 
it  requires  the  higheft  degree  of  refinement  in  urbanity  of 
manners  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  fupport  of  the  aged, 
the  infirm,  the  weak  and  the  helplefs,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan.  To  do  this,  there  muft  be  an  habitual  religious 
fenfe  of  the  obligation  to  focial  duty,  or  th$  ftrong  effects 
of  refined  publick  opinion.  There  muft  be,  likewife,  funds 
and  regular  provifion  made  for  the  helplefs  and  poor. 
Among  a  people,  where  there  is  no  accumulation  of  fuper- 
fluous  wealth  ;  where  a  mere  fubfiftence  is  the  only  end 
in  view  ;  and  where  a  ftate  of  infirmity,*  weaknefs,  or 
helplefs  decripitude  is  fo  wretched  and  hopelefs,  there 
feems  to  be  no  inducement  to  rear  any  children,  who  are 
not  apparently  capable  of  procuring  their  own  fubfiftence 
when  they  ftiall  arrive  to  adult  age.  Indeed,  it  may  be 
eafily  conceived,  that  among  favages,  where  the  ideas  of 
a  future  ftate  are  but  faint  and  glimmering,  and  the  doc* 
trine  of  future  rewards  and  punifhments  hardly  conceived 
ef,  there  could  be  but  a  fmall  inducement,  in  either  parents 
or  communities,  to  raife  up  fubje&s  for  an  helplefs  ftate  of 
dependence  and  wretchednefs. 

In  the  fouth,  the  vehemence  of  defire,  and  the  ardour 
of  the  propenfities,  were  much  lefs  than  among  the  Euro* 
peans.  They  were  ftill  lefs,  further  to  the  northward. 
There  have  been  a  great  variety  of  opinions  and  conjec- 
tures, in  regard  to  female  chaftity  among  thofe  Indians  5 
the  truth,  no  doubt,  is,  thai  they  are  never  urged  by  the 
warmth  of  their  inclinations,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  deter- 
red, from  principles  of  virtue  or  feelings  of  delicacy,  on 
the  other  ;  a  reward,  that  would  fatisfy  their  hunger,  of 
gratify  their  pride  for  gaudy  ornaments,  has  never  failed 
to  overcome  them.  The  hufband,  who  regards,  as  the 
firft  fource  of  his  comfort  and  honour,  the  chaftity  of  his 
wife,  is  quite  capable  of  experiencing  the  anguifh  of  jeal- 
oufy  ;  but  he,  who  is  indifferent  to  the  paffion  of  love, 
and  has  no  juft  notions  of  the  refined  principles  of  virtue, 
and  no  refpect  to  a  well  cultivated  publick  opinion,  pays 
very  little  attention  to  the  value  of  female  chaftity.  We 
therefore  find  it  to  have  been  a  practice  with  our  favages* 
to  yield  their  bed  to  a  traveller,  or  vifitor. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  favages  between  the  30th 
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ihd  6oth  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  were  more  per- 
fectly formed  than  the  others.  Thofe  on  the  north,  in  the 
Efquimeaux  country,  and  in  Greenland,  are  fmall,  difpro- 
portioned,  and  miferable  creatures;  There  they  live  on 
feals,  the  carcafes  of  whales,  and  other  fifh,  killed  by  the 
ice,  and  laying  in  a  putrid  rotten  ftate,  and  which  is  de- 
voured without  cookery.  On  the  fouth,  as  near  the  line 
as  the  Brazils,  they  neither  fow,  plant,  gather,  nor  reap  % 
not  even  the  caffada  is  cultivated  for  bread  ;  but  through 
a  vaft  extent  of  country,  they  live  on  what  the  hand  of 
nature  fpontaneoufly  offers  ;  a  few  fifh,  wild  roots,  wild 
berries,  and  herbs;  Thefe  are  a  race  of  miferable,  help- 
lefs  animals,  hardly  bearing  the  form  of  man.  But  our 
Penobfcott  Indians  were  men  of  elegant  ftature  and  agree- 
able form  ;  tall  as  the  Europeans  commonly  are,  and 
much  better  proportioned.  In  war,  and  hunting,  full  of 
ftrength,  vigour,  and  agility.  To  this  were  added  a  com- 
petent degree  of  intelligence  for  favage  life,  a  due  propor- 
tion of  courage,  and  the  fame  kind  of  low  addrefs  or  cun- 
tiing  which  has  been  found  in  all  the  American  favages. 
They  have  a  full  fhare  of  pride  %  a  morofe  domineering 
difpofition  in  regard  to  their  wives,  who  are  in  a  ftate  of 
abject  fervitude ;  a  haughty  contempt  for  all  labour,  for 
the  arts,  and  every  thing  but  the  feats  of  war5  the  achiev- 
nients  of  the  chafe,  and  the  infuring  of  the  fcaly  tribes. 
This  obfervation  may  be  well  relied  on,  that  the  region 
where  the  Penobfcott  tribe  was  found*  contained  the  achme 
of  perfection  in  favage  life. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  Indians  in  the  eafterii  part 
of  MafTachufetts*  that  is,  in  what  is  now  called  the  diftrict 
qf  Maine,  ever  formed  an  idea  of  the  appearance  of  an  Euro- 
pean, before  a  French  party,  under  the  command  of  mon- 
fieur  DeMott,  landed  at  PafTamaquoddy  in  1 604;  We  have 
no  hiftory  of  them  before  that  memorable  period ;  nor  have 
we  any  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  they  conceived  of  any  world 
beyond  the  horizon  which  terminated  their  fight  on  the 
ocean.  When  the  French  adventurers  found  them,  they 
were  filled  with  awe  and  terrour  at  the  appearance  of  the 
Ihips,  but  more  fo  at  the  grandeur,  noife,  and  effects  of 
gunpowder.     Implements  and  weapons  of  war,  formed 
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of  iron,  could  not  fail  to  fill  them  with  the  greateft  afton- 
ifhment. 

The  Indians  at  the  fouth  part  of  the  continent  had  a 
fimple  form  of  worfhip,  compofed  of  two  principles  only  ; 
ours  had  not  perhaps  one  principle  in  theirs.  They  had 
an  idea  of  a  great  Creator  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  believed 
him  to  be  a  good  and  benevolent  being.  They  found  that 
evil  exifted  in  the  world,  and  did  not  attempt  to  account 
for  it  on  any  other  principle,  than  that  of  its  being  pro- 
puced  by  a  malevolent  being,  over  whom  the  good  being 
had  no  control  :  they  therefore  paid  divine  honours  to 
both. 

As  the  French  fettlements  were  foon  abandoned,  we 
have  no  accurate  or  interefting  accounts  of  the  natives,  at 
or  near  Penobfcott,  until  more  than  forty  years  after, 
when  the  baron  Caftine  came  there  from  France.  He  was 
a  nobleman  of  diftinction,  a  colonel  of  the  king's  body- 
guards, and  a  man  of  intrigue  and  enterprife.  He  found 
an  alliance  with  the  favages  neceifary,  in  order  to  break  up 
the  Englifh  fettlements,  which  had  been  made  at  Plymouth, 
Bofton,  and  along  the  more  entirely  to  Penobfcott,  under 
grants  and  patents  from  the  Britifh  crown.  To  promote 
his  intereft,  and  gratify  his  luft,  he  married,  and  had  liv- 
ing with  him,  fix  wives  of  the  native  Indians  at  one  time. 
His  place  of  refidence,  capital,  or  palace,  was  on  the  eaft 
fide,  and  near  the  mouth,  of  the  river  Penobfcott.  He 
had  feveral  priefts  in  his  train,  whofe  conduct,  from  their 
religious  rites  and  unintelligible  ceremonies,  was  calculated 
to  captivate  and  deceive  a  barbarous  people.  He  taught 
the  Indians  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  ;  and  thereby  obviated  the 
greateft  reftraint,  and  overthrew  the  greateft  fecurity  the 
Europeans  had  againft  them.  He  began  this  project  with, 
and  through  the  Penobfcott  tribe,  about  the  year  1661, 
and,  by  the  year  1675,  the  time  of  king  Philip's  war,  the 
knowledge  of  gunpowder  and  fire  arms  was  univerfally 
extended  among  the  northern  favages.  Emboldened  by 
this,  and  encouraged  by  the  French  nation,  the  Indians 
began  their  hoftilities,  which  were  continued  by  the  Pe- 
nobfcott tribe,  with  very  few  intervals,  from  the  year 
1676  until  the  year  1749,  when  they  fubmitted  by  a  final 
treaty,  and  became  fubjefts  of  the  government  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay.  "When 
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When  the  baron  Cafline  was  alive,  he  was,  with  great 
propriety,  considered  as  the  moft  dangerous  enemy  which 
New-England  had  then  feen  ;  divers  campaigns  were  made 
to  capture  him,  but  though  his  fortrefs  at  Penobfcott  was 
taken  and  plundered,  he  efcaped  to  the  wildernefs.  He 
lived  to  the  year  1697,  and  then  left  a  number  of  fons, 
relations  by  blood  to  the  Penobfcott  tribe.  Upon  thefe, 
as  well  as  on  their  anceftor,  the  government  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  offered  a  large  premium  for  their  capture,  until 
the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  at  which  time  their  influence 
was  at  an  end,  and  the  tribe  with  its  appendages  gave 
over  their  difpofition  to  war  with  the  Englifh  colonies. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  of  Maffachufetts  has 
been  generous  in  calling  one  county  Wafhington,  and  anoth- 
er Hancock,  and  in  calling  divers  towns  by  the  names  of  men 
who  had  deferved  well  of  their  country.  This  was  railing  a 
maufoleum  without  expenfe,and  doing  thofe  characters  great 
honour  ;  but  when  we  hear  the  fhire  town  of  the  county 
of  Hancock  called  Cafline,  after  the  name  of  the  greateft 
enemy  the  country  ever  had,  we  cannot  but  confider  the 
honour  done  to  the  other  characters  as  greatly  leflened,  if 
not  wholly  done  away  ;  provided  it  was  done  under  a  full 
view  of  the  true  character  of  the  baron  Cafline  \  but  it 
is  clear  that  it  was  not. 

The  reduction  of  Louifburg,  in  1 745,  filled  the  eaftern 
Indians  with  terrour.  They  then  began  to  conceive,  that 
the  New-England  colonies  were  very  powerful  ;  and  that 
the  ftrength  of  France  in  America  could  not  be  relied  on 
againft  Great-Britain.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
hoftilities  between  the  two  nations  after  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  in  1747,  until  1753  ;  and  yet  the  Penobfcott 
Indians,  being  not  exprefsly  included  in  the  treaty,  they 
did  not  appear  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  peace  with  the  Englifh. 

In  September,  1749,  lieutenant-governour  Phips  com- 
municated to  the  council  a  letter  from  captain  Bradbury, 
who  commanded  the  fort  near  Penobfcott,  informing  them 
that  the  Indians  there  were  defirous  to  treat  with  the 
government,  and  be  at  peace  with  it.  The  council  advif- 
ed  his  Honour  to  treat  with  them  on  conditions  that  they 
would  be  at  peace  ;  and  an  armed  veflel  was  fent  to  bring 
their  chiefs  to  Falmouth,  now  Portland  j   and  provifion 
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was  made  for  their  fubfiftence.  In  that  treaty  there  ap* 
peared  delegates  from  various  tribes  or  people,  which  the 
often  tation,  ufual  in  favage  life,  induced  them  to  fend  as 
reprefentatives.  The  Penobfcott  tribe  had  its  delegates. 
The  Norridgewocks,  who  had  been  fubdued  by  Harmon 
and  Moulton,  in  the  year  1724,  fent  their  delegates  ;  and 
a  tribe,  called  in  that  treaty  the  Wewenocks,  were  repre- 
fented,  together  with  the  Anafaguntacooks  ;  fome  of  thefe 
were  very  probably  the  remains  of  the  WifcafTett  Indians, 
which  had  been  wafted  by  ficknefs  and  war,  and  were 
Scattered  in  divers  fmall  villages  as  before  mentioned. 

All  the  tribes  in  Maffachufetts  and  in  the  diftrid  of 
Maine,  who  had  not  fubmitted  to  our  government  on  the 
treaty  of  October,  in  the  year  1 749,  excepting  the  Paffa- 
maquoddy  nation,  appeared  to  unite  themfelves  with,  and 
place  themfelves  under,  the  Penobfcott  tribe.  Yet,  in  or- 
der to  create  parade,  exhibit  their  importance,  and  to  ob* 
tain  prefents,  they  appeared  to  acl:  as  a  number  of  feparate 
nations,  and  each  one  fent  its  ambaffadors  or  commiffionr 
ers.  As  the  treaty,  then  made,  terminated  the  exiftence 
of  all  thofe  favages,  b'efides  the  Penobfcotts,  as  independent 
tribes  and  nations,  and  brought  the  Penobfcotts  into  fub- 
jeclion  to  the  Englifh  government,  the  treaty  has  become 
an  important  document  in  this  fubjecl:,  and  is  therefore, 
with  the  governour's  confequent  proclamation,  added  to 
this  effay. 

The  SubmiJJlon  and  Agreement  of  the  Eajlern  Indians. 

WHEREAS  a  war  has  for  fome  years  paft  been  made 
and  carried  on  by  the  Indians  of  the  tribes  of  Penobfcott, 
Norridgewock,  St.  Francois,  and  other  Indians,  inhabiting 
within  his  majefty's  territories  of  New-England,  againft 
the  governments  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay  and  New* 
Hampfbire,  contrary  to  feveral  treaties  heretofore  folemnly 
entered  into  :  And  the  faid  Indians  being  now  fenfible  of 
the  miferies  and  troubles  they  have  involved  themfelves 
in,  and  being  defirous  to  be  reftored  to  his  majefty's  grace 
and  favour,  and  to  live  in  peace  with  all  his  majefty's  fub- 
je&s  ;  and  that  all  former  acls  of  injury  may  be  forgotten. 

We  the  underwr itten  being  delegated  and  impowered 
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to  reprefent  and  ad  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Indians  afore- 
faid,  have  concluded  to  make,  and  do  by  thefe  prefents  in 
their  name  make,  our  fubmiflion  unto  his  moft  excellent 
majefty  George  the  fecond,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great- 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith, 
&c.  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  any  of  our  prede- 
ceffors  have  heretofore  done. 

And  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  engage  with  Thomas- 
Hutchinfon,  John  Choate,  Ifrael  Williams,  and  James  Otis, 
JEfqrs.  commiffioned  by  the  Honourable  Spencer  Phips, 
Efq.  as  he  is  lieutenant-governour  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  province  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  with  the 
jgovernours  or  commanders  in  chief  of  faid  province  for 
the  time  being. 

That  is  to  fay,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  tribes 
and  Indians  aforefaid,  we  do  promife  and  engage,  that  at 
all  times  forever,  from  and  after  the  date  of  thefe  prefents, 
we  and  they  will  ceafe  and  forbear  all  ac"ts  of  hoftility,  in- 
juries, and  difcords  towards  all  the  fubjecls  of  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  and  not  fuffer  the  leaft  hurt,  violence,  or 
moleftation  to  them  or  any  of  them,  in  their  perfons  or 
eftates  ;  but  will  henceforward  hold  and  maintain  a  firm 
and  conftant  amity  with  all  the  Englifh  ;  and  will  never 
Confederate  or  combine  with  any  other  nation  to  their 
prejudice. 

That  all  the  captives  taken  in  this  war  mail  forthwith 
be  reftored,  without  any  ranfom  or  payment  to  be  made 
for  them  or  any  of  them.  That  his  majefty's  fubje&s,  the 
Englifh,  fhall  and  may  peaceably  and  quietly  enter  upon, 
improve,  and  enjoy  all  and  fingular  their  rights  of  land, 
and  former  fettlements,  properties,  and  poffeffions  within 
the  eaflern  parts  of  the  faid  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
together  with  all  iflands,  iflets,  mores,  beaches  and  fifhery 
-within  the  fame,  without  any  moleftation  or  claims  by  us 
or  any  other  Indians,  and  be  no  ways  interrupted  or  dif« 
turbed  therein  :  Saving  to  the  tribes  of  Indians  within 
his  majefty's  province  aforefaid,  and  their  natural  defen- 
dants refpectively,  all  their  lands,  liberties,  and  properties, 
not  by  them  conveyed,  or  fold  to,  or  poffefled  by  any  of 
the  Englifh  fubjects  as  aforefaid  ;  as  alfo  the  privilege  of 
fifhery,  hunting  and  fowling  as  formerly. 

That  all  trade  and  commerce5  which  hereafter  may  be 


222  Hi/tcry  of  the  Penobfcott  Indians. 

allowed  between  the  Englifli  and  the  Indians,  fliall  be  un- 
der fuch  management  and  regulation  as  the  government 
»  of  the  Maffachufetts  province  mall  direct. 

If  any  controverfy  or  difference  at  any  time  hereafter 
happen  to  arife  between  any  of  the  Englifli  and  Indians, 
for  any  real  or  fuppofed  wrong  or  injury  done  on  either 
fide,  no  private  revenge  fliall  be  taken  for  the  fame,  but  a 
proper  application  fhall  be  made  to  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment upon  the  place,  for  remedy  or  redrefs  thereof,  in  a 
due  courfe  of  juftice  ;  we  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  be  ruled 
and  governed  by  his  majefty's  laws,  and  defiring  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  fame. 

We  do  further  engage,  that  if  any  Indians  fliall  at  any 
time  hereafter  commit  any  act  of  hoftility  againft  the  En- 
glifli, we  will  join  our  young  men  with  the  Englifli  in  re- 
ducing fuch  Indians  to  reafon. 

In  the  next  place,  we  the  underwritten  do  promife  and 
engage  with  Theodore  Atkinfon  and  John  Downing, 
Efqrs.  commiffioned  by  his  Excellency  Benning  Went- 
worth,  Efq.  governour  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majefty's  province  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  with  the  gov- 
,  ernours  and  commanders  in  chief  of  faid  province  for  the 
time  being,  that  we,  and  the  Indians  we  reprefent  and  ap- 
pear for,  fliall  and  will  henceforth  ceafe  and  forbear  all  acls 
of  hoftility,  injuries,  and  difcords,  towards  all  the  fubjecls 
of  his  majefty,  king  George,  within  the  faid  province. 
And  we  do  underftand  and  take  it,  that  the  faid  govern- 
ment of  New-Hampfhire  is  alfo  included  and  comprehend- 
ed in  all  and  every  the  articles  aforegoing,  excepting  that 
refpe&ing  the  regulation  of  the  trade  with  us. 

In  teftimony  whereof  we  have  figned  thefe  prefents,  and 
affixed  our  feals. 

Anafavuntacooks  and      AT      .  ,  ,  D      ir  ^ 

JfJP  7  JNorndreivocks.  Penobfcoits. 

Wewenocks.  *  J 

Saw waramet,  (Seal)  Toxus,         (Seal)  EgerEnmut,(Seal) 

Aufado,  (S.)  Cneas,  (S.)  Maganumba,    (S.) 

Waaununga,      (S.)  Magawonbee,  (S.)  Nutumbouit,    (S.) 

Sauguifli,  (S.)  Harry,  (S.)  Efparagoofaret,(S.) 

Warcedeen,        (S.)  Soofephnia,     (S.)  Nefnooon,        (S.) 

Wawawnunka,  (S.)  Noktoonos,     (S.) 

Nefagumbuit,  (S.) 

Peereer,  (S.) 
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The  counterpart  was  figned  and  fealed  by  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  province  ;  firmly  engaging  peace,  and  an 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the  Indians  in  their  lands  ; 
but  the  quantity  or  boundaries  were  not  defcribed.  It 
does  not  appear  why  the  St.  Francois  tribe  was  named,  as 
they  lived  on  or  near  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  what  is  now 
Lower  Canada.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  been  named 
in  the  lieutenant-governour's  proclamation,  but  to  be  ex- 
cluded even  in  the  general  defcriptibn  of  "  other  tribes 
inhabiting  within  his  majefty's  territories  in  New-Eng- 
land." Perhaps,  however,  as  it  was  then  contended  that 
the  province  of  New-Hampftiire  run  over  to  the  fouth 
fea  or  Weftern  Ocean,  that  the  St.  Francois  tribe  fell  with- 
in that  province.  New- York  claimed  the  fame  extent 
weflward  ;  and  both  provinces  fwallowed  up  what  now 
compofes  both  the  Canadas.  There  were  no  delegates 
prefent  from  the  St.  Francois  tribe,  nor  is  there  any  fub- 
fcription  to  the  treaty  in  their  names. 

The  governour's  proclamation,  in  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  was  as  follows. 

By  the  Honourable  Spencer  Phips,  Efq.  Lieutenant-Governour 
and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Maje/ly's  province 
of  the  MaJfachufettS'Bay  in  New-England* 

A  Proclamation. 

WHEREAS,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Indians  of  the  Pe- 
nobfcott, Norridgewalk,  Anafaguntacook,  Wewenock,  and 
other  tribes,  inhabiting  within  his  majefty's  territories  of 
New-England,  who  have  lately  been  at  war  with  this  gov- 
ernment, fignified  by  their  delegates  to  his  Excellency 
William  Shirley,  Efq.  captain-general  of  the  faid  province, 
at  Bofton,in  the  month  of  June  laft,  a  treaty  was  begun 
and  held  at  Falmouth  in  Cafco  bay,  upon  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober inftant,  between  commiffion^ers  by  me  appointed  and 
J  impowered  for  that  purpofe,  and  certain  chiefs  and  other 
i  Indians  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  faid  tribes  ;  and  upon  the 
]  1 6th  following,  articles  of  peace  and  friendfhip  between 
j  this  government  and  the  faid  Indians  were  agreed  upon, 
I  finally  fettled  and  concluded. 
1  .  i  I  have 
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I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  council,  to  hTue  this  proclamation,  that  all  perfons 
within  this  government  may  be  duly  informed  of  the 
peace  concluded  as  aforefaid.  And  I  do  hereby  ftr icily 
command  and  require  all  his  majefty'sgood  fubje&s  to  live 
in  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  of  the  Penobfcott, 
Norridgewalkj  Anafaguntacook  and  Wewenoek  tribes,  and 
the  other  Indian  tribes  within  the  territories  aforefaid* 
who  have  lately  been  at  war  with  this  government,  and 
not  to  commit  any  a&s  of  violence  or  hoftility  againft  the 
faid  Indians,  or  give  them  any  trouble  or  moleftation  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  to  afford  them  all  neceffary  comfort 
and  afliftance  as  occafion  may  require  ;  and  his  majefty's 
juftices  of  the  peace,  and  all  other  officers,  in  fuch  places 
where  the  faid  Indians  may  refort,  are  hereby  commanded 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  that  no  wrong  or  injury 
be  offered  to  the  faid  Indians,  and  that  the  good  laws  of 
this  province  be  ftriclly  obferved  and  maintained  in  all 
dealings  and  tranfa&ions  with  them. 

Given  at  the  ,  council  chamber  in  Bofton,  upon  Friday* 
the  27th  day  of  October,  1749,  in  the  23d  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  fovereign  lord  George  the  fecond,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king, 
defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

S.  PHIP& 
By  order  of  the  Honourable  the  lieutenant- 

governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  coun- 

.  ciL  J.  Willard,  Sec'ryi 

God  fave  the  King  ! 


By  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  the  year  1747,  the 
controvedies,  in  regard  to  the  boundaries  between  the 
Englifh  and  French  colonies,  were  left  uiifettled.  The 
French  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  vaft  extent  of  territory 
incircling  the  Britifh  colpnies  from  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ;  and  their  evident  ob- 
ject was,  to  fwallow  up  the  whole  country,  containing 
what  was  within  the  Englifh  dominions  then,  and  what 
was  within  the  United  States  at  the  time  when  the  Eng- 
lilh  American  colonies  afferted  their  independence  in  1776". 

In 
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In  the  year  1754,  the  war  affumed  a  Very  ferious  afpeft, 
and  the  French  government,  in  order  to  ftimulate  the  fav- 
ages  to  cruel  and  mercilefs  depredations,  provided  a  large 
premium  for  the  fcalp  of  every  Anglo- American  which 
the  Indians  mould  produce.  This  fpecies  of  cruelty  was 
not  retaliated  by  the  Englilh  government  upon  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  but  a  bounty  was  offered  of 
^.100  on  the  fcalps  of  Indians.  In  the  year  1755, 
James  Cargill  of  Briftol,  then  in  the  county  of  York^. 
now  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  lately  known  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legiflature  in  Maffachufetts,  by  the  appel- 
lation of  Colonel  Cargill,  and  who  is  now  alive,  produced 
two  fcalps  of  Indians,  and  demanded  a  bounty  of  X-IO° 
for  each.  The  money  was  not  then  paid,  becaufe  there 
was  a  fufpicion*,  that  the  lavages  killed  by  him  were  of  the 
Penobfcott  tribe,  fubjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and 
tinder  the  protection  of  this  laws  of  the  province  of  MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay.  He  was  apprehended  upon  the  charge,  and 
committed  for  trial  in  the  year  1 756":  "He  was  indicted  and 
tried  in  the  county  of  York  for  the  crime  of  murder,  in 
June,  1757.  The  charge  againft  him,  was  the  felonious  kill- 
ing and  murdering  of  one  Baterne,  an  Indian  man,  in  the 
peace  of  God  and  the  king,  at  a  pla£e  called  tfrd  QwPs 
Head,  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1755.  There  wis  evidence, 
that  Baterne  and  another  Indian  man  were  mif&iig  from' 
the  Penobfcott  tribe  ;  they  were  never  afterwards  heard 
of.  There  were  other  circumftances  bearing  more  than  a 
fufpicion,  that  the  perfons  killed  were  of  that  tribe.  Had 
the  evidence  been  ever  fo  ftrong,  it  would  have  been  al- 
moft  impoffible  to  have  perfuaded  a  jury  to  hang  a  white 
man,  in  thofe  times,  for  killing  an  Indian.  The  trial  was 
conceived  of,  as  rather  a  conciliatory  meafure  with  the 
Penobfcotts,  than  as  a  ferious  iffue  on  a  charge  of  murder. 
Cargill  being  acquitted  of  killing  friendly  Indians,  receiv- 
ed his  bounty  for  the  fcalps  of  hoftile  favages.  This  good 
effect  was,  on  the  whole,  produced  ;  the  imprifpnment  of 
Cargill  and  the  folemnity  of  his  trial  exhibited  fuch  a 
faithful  attention  in  the  government  to  their  treaty,  that 
the  Indians  were  fecure,  and  there  Was  no  complaint  of  an 
injury  made  afterwards. 

The  appearances  of  war  were  again  obferved  m  the  year 
vol.  ix,        Ff  '  1 753, 
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1753.  The  Indians  of  Canada  were  fixed  on  the  fide  of 
the  French  nation,  and  in  an  hereditary  hatred  to  the  En- 
glifh.  The  war  of  1675  had  fhewn  them  their  advantage 
in  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  and  other  metallic  weapons,  and 
had  confequently  relieved  them  from  that  dread,  which  a 
fenfe  of  their  inferiority  in  the  art  and  means  of  war  had 
opprefTed  them  with.  None  of  thofe,  who  were  then  alive, 
remembered  a  time,  when  the  white  people,  inhabiting 
New-England,  were  the  friends  of  the  natives  ;  hoftilities 
had  always  been  continued  with  but  fhort  intervals  of 
peace  between  the  Indians  and  Englifh. 

The  Norridgewocks,  and  other  eaftern  Indians,  appeared 
to  recede  from  their  mbje&ion  eonfefled  in  the  treaty. 
This  was  not  done  by  any  publick  act,  but  by  a  perfonal 
perfidioufnefs,  in  which  they  all,  excepting  three  families 
at  Norridgewock,  went  off  and  joined  themfelves  to  the 
Canadians,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  war  with  the  Englifh, 
The  Norridgewocks,  Anafaguntacooks  and  Wewenocks  dif- 
dained  the  acl:  of  the  treaty,  while  the  Canadians  viewed 
the  Penobfcotts  as  perfidious  and  falfe  brethren  ;  and  dif- 
claimed  all  connexion  with  them.  It  was  now  necefiary 
to  preferve  the  fubjeclson  of  that  nation,  or  to  exterminate 
them  ;  for  fuch  an  auxiliary,  fo  fituated,  would  give  fuch 
advantages  to  the  enemy,  as  would  inevitably  enable  them 
to  deftroy  the  whole  eaftern  country.  For  the  purpofe 
of  keeping  them  in  fubjeclion,  two  forts  were  garrifoned  ; 
one  on  Penobfcott,  and  one  on  George's  river.  Supplies 
of  every  kind,  but  thofe  of  arms  and  ammunition,  were 
offered  to  the  Penobfcott  tribe,  and  prefents  were  conftant- 
ly  made  to  them.  This  held  them,  at  leaft  as  friends  in 
appearance,  throughout  the  whole  war  which  terminated 
in  the  year  1763,  but  fixed  them  down  in  a  ftate  of  alien- 
ation and  enmity  with  the  Canadians,  who,  from  the  treaty 
of  1749,  have  confidered  them  as  a  loft  tribe.  In  the  year 
1769,  the  writer  of  this  eflay  was  on  the  Kennebeck,  and 
faw  a  number,  perhaps  three  hundred,  of  a  tribe  of  Can- 
adians, called  the  St.  Francois  tribe,  proceeding,  after  hav- 
ing clofed  their  hunt  for  the  feafon,  to  St.  John's,  to  fee 
a  French  prieft,  who  would  pardon  their  fins  ;  but  they 
would  not  even  confent  to  vifit  the  Penobfcott  tribe. 
They   halted  on   Kennebeck,  fold  fldns,  and  enjoyed  a 

drunken 
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drunken  frolick,  refer ving  money  to  pay  the  prieft  ;  but 
though  the  Penobfcott  tribe  was  direclly  in  their  way  to 
St.  John's,  they  did  not  coniider  that  territory  as  a  place 
for  their  viiit. 

After  the  peace  between  the  French  and  Englifh,  in 
1763,  Canada  being  ceded  to  the  latter,  the  fear  of  Indian 
hoftilities  ceafed  hi  America,  and  the  favages  were  no  lon- 
ger dreaded  as  enemies.  There  was,  however,  a  fort  kept 
up  at  Penobfcott,  and  a  ftore,  commonly  called  a  truck 
houfe,  kept  there  to  fupply  the  favages  with  thofe  things 
neceflary  to  them  in  the  manner  of  living  they  had  ac- 
quired. The  prices  of  the  articles  were  fixed  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  a  penalty  annexed  to  all  acts  of  fraud  or 
oppreffion  committed  again  ft  them.  This  regulation  ceaf- 
ed on  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  has  never  been  renewed.  Thofe  Indians 
took  no  part  in  that  war ;  but  remained  at  peace  with  the 
American  and  Englifh  forces,  as  they  alternately  held  the 
fort  of  Penobfcott. 

The  country  on  the  river  has  been  fettled,  fince  the  rev- 
olution, as  high  as  the  falls  ;  and  fome  towns  above.  The 
government  has  affigned  a  quantity  of  land,  about  nine 
miles  fquare,  and  fome  way  above  the  falls,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river,  for  the  Indians*  There  they  now  refide, 
in  a  full  prefervation  of  their  native  habits  and  favage 
manner  of  life.  Their  habitations  are  wigwams,  as  they 
call  them  ;  the  covering  is  of  bark  fupported  by  pales,  as 
rafters,  laid  on  crotched  fticks  ftuck  in  the  ground.  The 
fire,  which  warms  fome  of  them,  is  in  front  of  the  hut, 
others  in  the  center.  They  fit  generally  on  fkins  of  bears, 
or  other  animals,  laid  on  the  ground,  and  fleep  upon  beds 
of  the  fame.  Their  clothes  are  generally  blankets  with  trow- 
fers  ;  a  fhort  jacket,  cloth  ftockings,  and  mogafons.  They 
have  generally  hats  or  bonnets.  There  is  fome  diftinction 
between  the  drefs  of  the  men  and  women,  which  is  the 
remit  of  convenience  from  their  different  occupations. 
There  is  fome  diftinction  in  the  appearance  of  their  ranks, 
which  is  generally  effected  by  ornaments  of  very  little  ex- 
penfe,  and  very  contemptible  in  the  eye  of  more  enlightened 
and  civilized  people.  Their  food  confifts  of  a  very  little 
Indian  corn,  pumpkins,  fquaflies,  &c.  which  they  produce 

by 
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by  the  labour  of  their  women,  on  light  and  eafy  land. 
The  country  is  now  too  much  fettled  to  afford  any  con- 
fiderable  fupport  from  game.  There  never  were  any  con- 
fiderable  flocks  of  deer  on  Penobfcott  river.  The  rein 
deer  inhabit  the  country  farther  north,  and  the  fallow  deer 
incline  more  to  the  fouth.  The  moofe,  a  monftrous  large 
animal,  has  been  plenty  there  in  former  days,  but  it  is  rare 
to  fee  one  at  the  prefent  time.  There  are  bears,  fome 
beaver,  raccoons,  mufquafhes,  &c.  What  thofe  people  ac- 
quire by  the  labour  of  their  women  in  the  fummer,  and 
by  the  hunting  done  by  the  men,  lays  up  but  very  fcanty 
provifion  for  their  long  and  cold  winters.  The  fturgeon, 
the  falmon,  and  the  great  fifh,  the  men  will  condefcend  to 
take,  but  they  feel  themfelves  above  the  taking  of  fmall 
fifh  :  the  catching  of  fhajd  and  alewives  they  make  the 
bufinefs  of  their  womeri  and  children.  The  alewives  tak- 
en, and  fome  of  the  falmon,  they  preferve  by  hanging  them 
in  the  fmoke,  but  feldom  fait  them,  as  the  white  people 
do.  The  men  will  beg,  they  feldom  fteal,  but  they  fcorn 
to  labour  ;  they  will  fufter  hunger,  nakednefs,  and  pov- 
erty, rather  than  to  work  with  their  hands  :  of  cpurfe, 
having  nothing  in  ftore  for  a  tedious  winter,  they  ftroll 
down  on  the  banks  of  the  fea,  beg  where  they  can  obtain 
any  thing  by  it  ;  and  make  the  feals,  the  eels,  clams, 
oyfters  and  fuch  other  things  as  the  margin  of  the  fea 
will  offer  to  them,  their  fubfiftence  in  the  Jafi  refer t  for 
winter. 

The  attempts  to  civilise  thefe  people  have  been  attended 
with  not  much  more  fuccefs  than  thofe  which  have  been 
made  to  chriflianize  them.  They  fay,  that  the  relig- 
ion of  the  Congregationalifts  is  tpo  fimple  for  them  ;  and 
they  are  in  fome  meafure  attached  to  the  Roman  Cath- 
olick  religion,  on  account  of  .its  being  more  ceremonious. 
Some  of  them  are  regular  in  the  forms  of  devotion,  repeat- 
ing their  prayers,  and  crofling  themfelves  at  morning  and 
evening.  They  treat  the  Roman  Catholick  priefts  with 
great  refpecl,  and  have  children  baptized.  They  have  no 
doubt  of  the  power  of  the  priefts  to  pardon  their  fins,  and 
are  cheerfully  willing  to  pay,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  abil- 
ity, for  fo  great  and  neceffary  an  accommodation. 

A  few  years  more  will  leffen  thofe  people,  fo  that  they 

will 
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will  not  preferve  the  appearance  of  a  nation  or  tribe.  The 
lands  about  them  are  granted,  and  rnuft  be  fettled  and 
cultivated  in  a  iliort  fpace  of  time,  when,  as  they  never 
will  till  the  earth  for  a  living,  or  condefcend  to  agricul- 
ture, they  will  go  away  to  the  weftward  of  the  Miffifippi, 
and  feek  an  afylum  among  the  nations  of  favages  which 
have  never  heard  of  them. 

How  the  nations  of  American  favages  found  their  way 
from  the  other  continent  to  this,  remains  in  the  common 
field  of  conjecture,  where  every  antiquarian  has  a  right  to 
rove  as  his  imagination  fhall  prompt  him,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  forever  remain  there.  The  idea  of  coming  acrofs 
on  ice,  near  the  north  end  of  our  continent,  carries  with 
it  but  merely  the  colour  of  poffibility.  If  they  came  to 
the  fouth  end,  they  mud  have  arrived  in  veffels  capacious 
enough  to  have  brought  domeftick  animals  ;  but  none 
were  found  here.  They  might  however  have  been  produ- 
ced from  a  few  voyagers,  who  in  the  day  when  the  com- 
pafs  was  unknown  had  been  driven  away,  and  wrecked, 
or  landed  on  thefe  mores  :  and  not  coming  under  an  idea 
of  a  permanent  migration,  might  come  without  thofe  anir 
mals.  The  Author  of  men  has  created  thofe  animals  in  all 
other  countries  where  man  has  been  found,  and  we  ought 
not  to  fuppofe,  that  if  thefe  men  were  formed  originally 
here,  thofe  animals  would  not  have  been  created  here  alfo. 

Were  we  to  reafon  from  analogy,  we  ihould,  perhaps, 
conclude  that  the  original  anceftors  of  thofe  barbarous  mo- 
tions landed  in  the  middle  or  fouthern  part  of  our  conti- 
nent. The  father  of  the  human  race  was  created  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  globe,  and  the  ark  probably  refted  in 
that  quarter,  perhaps  about  the  30th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. Men  like  a  rolling  tide  iffued  towards  the  north, 
the  climate  whereof  finally  produced  a  ftout  hardy  race, 
which,  like  the  wave  returning,  after  the  refinance  made 
to  it  by.  the  ihore,  over  run  and  conquered  the  effeminacy 
of  the  more  warm  climates  ;  why  fhould  we  not  fuppofe, 
that  the  progrefs  of  fettlement,  was  from  the  fouth  to  the 
north  on  our  continent  ? 

The  complexion  of  the  Indians  under  the  equator,  and 
on  the  north,  and  fouth  of  it,  is  nearly  the  fame.  We  are 
-told  by  men,  in  whofe  refearches  the  world  has  confidence, 

that 
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that  the  difference  in  complexion,  between  the  Europeans 
and  Africans,  arifes  from  a  difference  in  the  texture  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  or  under  fkin  ;  and  that  the  fcarf  Jkin, 
or  outer  cuticula  are  exactly  alike  in  both.  Others  fay,  and 
perhaps  confiftently  enough  with  the  other  hypothecs,  that 
the  variation  of  colour  is  occafioned  by  the  difference  of 
climate.  To  reconcile  this  to  that  mode  of  reafoning 
which  we  are  compelled  to  found  on  the  bafis  of  hiftory, 
we  are  told,  that  although  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  can 
make  no  fenfible  alteration  from  white  towards  black  in 
one  generation,  yet  in  the  courfe  of  revolving  centuries,  it 
may  have  had  fuch  an  effect,  as  ought  to  fatisfy  our  inqui- 
ries. This  has  no  tendency  to  give  us  fatisfaclion  in  our 
inveftlgations  upon  the  facr,  that  the  favages  in  America 
are  black  men,  while  thofe  on  the  fame  degree  of  latitude, 
on,  and  to  the  northward  of  the  20th,  are  white  ;  or  in 
the  reflections  on  the  fact,  that  while  in  Africa,  on  the 
fouth  of  the  equator,  the  hair  of  the  people's  head,  which, 
in  animal  life,  is  only  an  extenfion  of  the  fibres,  is  fine, 
like  the  fineft  wool,  that  of  the  favages  in  South-America, 
in  the  fame  degree,  is  coarfe,  and  fliff  as  that  of  thofe  in 
the  northern  hemifphere.  It  may  be  juftly  added  here, 
that  there  is  no  inftance,  where  change  of  climate  has 
changed  thofe  ligns  of  native  difference,  or  where  the 
progeny  of  mankind  have  changed  the  complexion  of  their 
original  Hock  towards  a  conformity  to  thofe  where  their 
anceftors  have  been  removed  to. 

The  world,  and  its  inhabitants,  are  a  rnyftery  to  all 
men  ;  and  each  man  is  a  rnyftery  to  himfelf.  We  know 
not  why  we  are  produced  in  the  manner  we  are  ;  we 
know  nothing  of  the  occafion  of  different  fpecies  of  ani- 
mals, or  of  different  kinds  of  plants  ;  we  know  not  why 
the  feed  produces  the  fame  tree,  ftalk,  or  vegetable  from 
which  it  came  ;  we  have  no  knowledge  of  even  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  are  nourifhed  by  the  food  that  fatisfies 
our  hunger,  or  why  every  kind  of  food  produces,  ulti- 
mately, the  fame  chyle  in  the  ftomach. 

This  we  know,  that  we  exift,  that  we  are  not  the  caufe 
of  our  own  exiftence  ;  that  we  have  perceptive,  and  ra- 
tional faculties  ;  that  we  are  poffeffed  of  the  paffions  of 
Jiope  and  fear,  and  can  fuffer  andean  enjoys  that  we  have 

a  natural 
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a  natural  averfion  to  annihilation,  which  averfion  is  com- 
mon to  the  whole  human  race.  We  are  capable  of  com- 
prehending fo  much  of  the  univerfe,  as  to  convince  us  of 
the  exiftence  of  a  great  firft  caufe,  from  whom  all  pro- 
ceeds. We  are  fatisfied,  that  there  muft  be  one  great 
caufe  who  has  produced  the  univerfe  whereof  we  are  but 
atoms,  and  of  which  the  part  we  difcover  is  merely  the 
threfhold.  That  he  governs  the  whole,  and  delights  in 
the  happinefs  of  his  intelligent  offspring.  Should  we  at- 
tempt to  form  a  hiflory  of  our  own  race,  our  conjectures 
would  be  abfurd  and  ridiculous  in  our  own  eye.  On  the 
hiflory  given  by  the  Hebrew  fage,  we  find,  fitly  ingrafted, 
principles,  fentiments,  and  precepts,  intirely  congenial  to 
our  rational  ideas  of  comfort  here,  and  happinefs  hereafter. 
"  Men  would  be  angels,  angels  would  be  gods  ;  where  we 
cannot  unriddle,  we  muft  learn  to  truft."  The  hiflory  of 
our  race,  as  given  by  Mofes,  and  the  fyflem  of  religion 
feemingly  to  proceed  from  it,  is  not  more  myflerious  to  us, 
than  every  moment  of  our  own  exiftence  is,  and  we  had 
therefore  better  repofe  ourfelves,  with  all  our  inquiries,  in 
the  arms  of  the  great  firft  caufe,  who  is  without  beginning 
of  days  or  end  of  years  :  whofe  being  can  never  fail, 
whofe  wifdom  can  never  err,  whofe  power  is  infinite,  and 
whofe  juftice  can  never  be  corrupted. 

Postscript, 

IN  the  year  1690,  Sir  William  Phips  conquered  the 
country  at  and  eaftward  of  Penobfcott.  And  on  a  treaty 
held  with  the  Indians  there,  in  1693,  by  commiifioners 
under  the  Englifh  crown,  the  Caftine  family  fubmitted 
themfelves  as  Britifh  fubjecls,  which  fo  effectually  deftroy- 
ed  their  influence  with  the  favages,  that  they  went  away 
to  Canada  about  the  year  1704. 

The  Penobfcott  tribe  have  no  forms  of  trial  in  civil  or 
criminal  cafes  \  nor  any  forms  or  eftablifhed  rules  of  juf- 
tice among  them.  It  is  very  probable,  that  the  advice  of 
their  old  men  compromifes  their  controverfies  in  regard  to 
property,  while  their  native  ftrength  avenges  their  per- 
gonal infults.  There  never  has  been  an  inftance,  where 
any  one  of  them  has  been  a  party  to  a  fuit,  either  civil  or 

criminal^ 
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criminal,  in  the  courts  of  our  government.  If  they  have 
ftolen,  or  injured  any  white  perfon,  he  has  gained  his  re- 
compenfe  in  his  own  way.  In  other  parts  of  the  country 
the  natives  have  been  made  amenable  in  courts  of  juftice. 

They  know  nothing  of  written'  contracts,  excepting  in 
treaties,  and  fale  of  lands  ;  and  they  do  not  confide  much 
in  their  verbal  agreements  with  each  other. 

When  the  French  people  came  to  the  St.  Croix,  in 
1604,  bigamy  was  found  to  be  in  practice  among  the  na- 
tives, more  efpecially  among  their  chiefs  ;  but  it  was  foon 
after  difufed,  perhaps  from  the  precepts  and  prohibitions 
of  the  Catholtck  prieftsv  The  marriage' covenant  appears 
to  be  the  moil  facred  with  them  ;  and  divorce  is  not  in 
practice  :  But  they  treat  their  wives  as  flaves  ;  and  in 
their  paroxifms  of  drunkennefs,  appear  to  direct  all  their 
fury  and  revenge  towards  them.  The  women,  at  fuch 
times,  are  obliged  to  flee  and  conceal  themfeives  until  the 
intoxication  of  their  huhbands  (or  fanaps,  as  they  call 
them)  fubfides. 

They  appear  to  be  auftere,  but  tender  towards  their  chil- 
dren. They  have  no  fixed  time  of  age,  when  their  chil- 
dren can  acl:  for  themfeives  independent  of,  and  without 
regard  to  an  obedience  to  their  parents.  The  time  of 
their  emancipation  is  progreffive,  as  they  gain  ability  to 
provide  for  themfeives  ;  like  the  wolf,  which  becomes  in- 
dependent of  its  mother  as  foon  as  it  can  gain  prey  for  its 
own  fubfiftence,  fo  thofe  young  favages  become  indepen- 
dent as  they  acquire  a  capacity  to  provide  for  themfeives. 
Yet  they  always  treat  their  parents  with  a  refpeclful  ven- 
eration, and  frequently  provide  for  them  when  they  be- 
come aged  and  infirm.  m  n 


Letter    from    Rev.   T.  Alden  to   Rev.  Dr.  Eliot, 
on  Earthquakes. 

Port/mouthy  fN.  H.J  2d  March,  1804. 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

THE  following  account,  on  prefumption  you  have  re- 
ceived no  other,  of  feveral  fmall  earthquakes,  which 
have  happened  fince  the  20th  of  November,  1799,  the 

time 
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time  of  my  fettlement  in  this  town,  is  refpeclfully  pre- 
fented  to  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  by  your 
humble  fervant, 

TIMOTHY  ALDEN,jun„ 

fiir'  '■" "     ■  ■■ 

THE  mock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Hanover  and 
other  places  in  the  weftern  part  of  New-Harnpfhire,  on 
Friday  evening,  the  19th  of  December,  1800. 

There  was  another  fhock,  at  various  places,  in  the  inte- 
riour  of  this  ftate,  as  well  as  on  our  weftern  boundary,  the 
enfuing  evening  ;  but,  in  neither  inftance  was  any  thing 
of  the  kind  perceived  m  any  of  the  towns  near  the 
Pifcataqua. 

The  above  ftatenient  is*  drawn  principally  from  feveral 
newfpapers. 

At  about  half  after  three  in  the  afternoon,  611  the  fab- 
bath,  the  fifft  of  March,  1801,  We  had  an  earthquake  of 
coniiderable  extent.  The  found,  which  lailed  about  twen- 
ty, or  poffibly  thirty  feconds,  appeared  to  come  from  the 
north-weft.  From  its  ftrength  and  rumbling  nature,  it 
could  not  eaiily  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  noife  of  a  coach 
paffing  moderately  over  frozen  ground;  Some,  who  were 
in  their  houfes^  at  firft,  thought  that  their  chimnies  were 
on  fire  and  directly  their  windows  began  to  clatter,  as,  in 
that  cafe,  they  fometimes  do.  Scarcely  any,  however,  by 
the  time  the  noife  ceafed,  doubted  its  real  caufe,  A  trem- 
ulous motion  was  perceptible  in  all  parts  of  For tfmouth* 
It  was  more  fo,  I  believe,  at  the  Epifcopal  church,  which 
Hands  on  a  confiderable  eminence  nigh  the  river,  than  at 
any  of  our  churches.  In  the  fouth  church,  this  tremulous 
motion  was  noticed  by  people  who  were  fitting,  although 
it  was  not  fufficient  for  me  to  perceive  it,  as  I  flood  in  the 
pulpit.  At  one  houfe,  {landing  on  our  high  eft  land  within: 
the  town  plat,  it  threw  down  a  waiter,  which  flood  edge- 
wife  under  a  table.  At  another  houfe,  where  the  iituation 
was  much  lower,  the  jar  was  great  enough  to  ftrike  a  little 
bell,  which  was  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  tongue 
refted  on  its  fide.  In  various  inftances,  there  was  a  gentle 
clattering  on  fhelves  of  crockery  ware.  Cattle  and  fowls 
exhibited  figns  of  fear,  as  is  common  in  time  of  an  earth- 
quake. The  fliock  was  noticed  on  board  of  veffels  in  our 
vol.  ix.         Gg  harbour. 
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harbour.  At  Durham  the  people  immediately  retired  from 
the  houfe  of  worfhip. 

According  to  the  beft  information  I  have  been  able  to 
gain,  this  earthquake  pervaded  the  whole  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  It  was  perceived  in  Maine,  as  far  as  Kennebeck  riv- 
er, and  how  much  farther,  in  that  direction,  I  have  never 
underftood.  It  was  obferved  in  many  towns  north  of 
Bofton,  in  MaiTachufetts  ;  but  nothing  of  it,  as  I  could 
ever  learn,  was  heard  in  Connecticut,  Rhode-Ifland,  or 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  bay  {late. 

The  fky  was  clear.  The  weather  was  uncommonly 
mild  and  pleafant  with  fcarely  a  breath  of  air. 

Some  people  thought  that,  ab'cmt  two  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing night,  there  was  a  repetition  of  the  mock,  but  in 
a  fmaller  degree. 

Two  earthquakes  were  perceived,  at  fundry  places,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kennebeck  river,  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  21ft  of  February,  1802.  Thefe  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  occafion  a  flight  motion,  perceptible  to  people, 
who  were  on  their  beds  ;  but  their  local  extent  I  have  not 
afcertained.  My  informants,  relative  to  thefe,  are  Jofeph 
Wingate,  Efq.  who  lives  in  Hallowell,  and  my  brother, 
Martin  Alden,  who  was  then  at  Belgrade  about  a  dozen 
miles  weft  from  the  river. 

Historical  Scraps. 

THE   Indian  tribes,  from  MalTachufetts  to  Canfo,   in 
1690,  were  4310   fouls.      In  the  year  1726,  there 
were  but  505  :  a  lofs  of  3804  in  thirty-fix  years. 

In  1730^  there  was  an  Indian  at  the  conference,  St. 
George's  fort,  named  Adamhegan,  who  was  then,  by  the 
account  given  by  the  Indians,  115  years  old. 

Of  the  word  Schooner:    A  Communication  from  Cotton 

Tufts,  Efq. 
Being  at  Gloucefter,  Sept.  8,  1790, 1  was  informed  (and 
committed  the  fame  to  writing)  that  the  kind  of  veffels, 
called  Schooners,  derived  their  name  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  viz.  Mr.  Andrew  Robinfon  of  that  place  having 
conilru&ed  a  veffel  which  he  mailed  and  rigged  in  the 
fame  manner  as  fchooners  are  at  this  day,  on  her  going  off 

the 
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the  ftocks  and  palling  into  the  water,  a  byftander  cried 
out,  Oh,  how  jhe  f coons  !  Robinfon  inftantly  replied,  A 
fchooner  let  her  be.  From  which  time,  veffels  thus  mafted 
and  rigged  have  gone  by  the  name  of  fchooners  ;  before 
which,  vefTels  of  this  defcription  were  not  known  in  Eu- 
rope nor  America. 

This  account  was  confirmed  to  me  by  a  great  number 
of  perfons  in  Gloucefter.  I  made  particular  inquiry  of  an 
aged,  fea  captain,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  not,  in 
any  of  his  voyages  to  Europe  or  in  America,  feen  any  of 
thofe  vdTds  prior  to  Robinfon's  conftruction. 

—"""•-"'■■'-"■'"""I -in    1   ■■  ■ n  I  ,  I!  1  I      if 

Bill   of   Mortality    for    Middleborough    in    the 

YEARS    l8o2    AND    1803.       ^Y    HON.    I.    THOMPSON. 

Middleborough,  January  ift,  A,  D.   1804. 
Reverend  Sir, 

AGREEABLY  to  my  promife  I  hereby  inform  you, 
that  in  the  fir  ft  precinct  in  Midclleborough,  which 
confifts  of  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  inhab- 
itants, there  died,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1802, 

1  perfon  over  ninety  years  of  age, 

3  between  eighty  and  ninety  years  of  age, 

2  between  feventy  and  eighty  years  of  age, 

2  between  fifty  and  feventy  years  of  age, 

3  between  twenty  and  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  8  under  twenty  years  of  age. 

In  all  in  that  year  there  died  19. 

And  in  the  fame  precinct  there  died,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1803, 

1  perfon  over  ninety  years  of  age, 

4  between  eighty  and  ninety  years  of  age, 

2  between  feventy  and  eighty  years  of  age, 
4  between  fifty  and  feventy  years  of  age, 
4  between  twenty  and  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  16  under  twenty  years  of  age. 

So  the  whole  number  that  died  the  laft  year  is  51. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  efteem  yours  in  fincerity, 

ISAAC  THOMSON, 

To  Rev.  Br.  Eliot,  Correfpond'mg  Secretary  to  the  Hi/- 
torical  Society  in  the  Commonwealth  of  MajfachufetU* 
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Extracts  from  a  Journal  kept  on  board  Ship 
Atahualpa,  bound  on  a  Voyage  from  Boston  to 
the  N.  W.  Coast  and  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mon.  Nov.  30,  1 80 1. 

THE  following  is  an  account  of  the  weather  for  No- 
vember, 1 801,  at  a  harbour  in  the  latitude  of  51  °. 
north,  in  the  ifland  of  Gilians  and  Valdes  on  the  north- 
weft  coaft.  The  thermometer  was  correctly  noted  three 
times  a  day.  The  firft  between  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  fecond  at  noon,  and  third  at  funfet  ;  it  was 
always  placed  on  deck  in  a  fhady  ikuatiom 

,The  mean  height  for  the  month  in  the  morning  was 
440.  at  noon  4^°*  evening  45 °.  and  the  mean  of  the 
three,  for  the  month  45-f-0..  The  greateft  rife  and  depref- 
fion  of  the  mercury  was  as  follows,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  51 6.  and  on  the  20th,  310.  ;  on  the  noon  of  the  ift, 
58 °»  and  2 1  ft,  40 °,  ;  eve  of  the,  7th,  51  °.  and  on  the  21ft 
and  26th,  41  °.  At  midnight  /bn  the  19th  the  mercury 
fell  to  300.  and  on  the  20th  to -34°.  above  o.  The  weather 
during  the  month  has  been  bad,  a  great  deal  of  rain  has 
fallen,  with  a  little  mow  and  hail,  and  the  eafterly  winds, 
have  prevailed,  much  of  the  time  blowing  very  ftrong. 


Augufi  2$th9   1802^ 

I  had  fome  converfation  with  Cou  reflecting  fome  tribes 
of  natives,  who  inhabit  the  inland  country  back  of  Sti- 
keen  ;  he  had  his  information  from  Cockfhoo  the  Stikeen 
chief,  who  has  repeatedly  been  among  them  for  pur- 
pofes  of  trade.  He  defcribes  them,  as  of  fimilar  complex- 
ion, but  of  larger  fize,  than  the  natives  hereabouts.  The 
men  have  fhort  hair  curling  over  their  heads,  the  women 
are  not  disfigured  with  lip  ornaments  or  any  thing  of  the 
kind.  They  are  a  timid  race  ;  upon  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger they  ufually  flee  to  fome  hiding  place  and  fet  up  a 
'difmal  cry.  They  drefs  with  a  coat  or  kind  of  frock, 
and  in  another  garment  fomething  in  the  fafhion  of  trow- 
fers,  both  made  of  the  ikins  of  deer  dreffed  nearly  in  the 
lame  manner  as  clarnmel  (war  garments)  at  the  fouth- 

ward» 
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ward.  They  fubfift  on  the  flefh  of  deer,  bears,  he.  which 
they  obtain  by  hunting,  ufing  bows  and  arrows  of  a  larger 
fize,  and  handfomcr  than  thofe  of  the  natives  of  the  fea- 
coaft.  They  poffefs  a  champaign  country,  and  are  expert 
travellers.  When  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  they 
ufe  fnow-fhoes.  The  languages  of  thefe  tribes  are  entirely 
different  from  thofe  of  Stikeen.  They  were  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ufe  of  iron  till  lately,  the  Stikeen  people  have 
fupplied  them  with  knives  and  forks,  &c,  taking  in  return 
an  article  of  food  (I  cannot  learn  what.)  j 

Cou  alfo  informs,  that  the  place  called  Nafs  or  "  Uwon- 
nafs"  fpoken  of  by  Vancouver,  by  the  natives  in  ChebaiTa 
flrait  is  the  mouth  of  a  river  of  very  confiderable  extent 
r(but  unknown),  navigable  for  fmall  vefTels  or  large  canoes* 
On  the  banks  of  this  river  are  many  villages  and  tribes 
extending  one  beyond  another,  until  you  reach  a  fine  open 
•country,  whofe  inhabitants  never  vifit  the  fea-coaft. 


Off  Attooi,  25th  Ocl.    1802. 

I  was  highly  diverted  to  fee  the  natives  fwimming  back- 
wards and  forwards  from  the  outride  canoes,  bringing 
their  arms  full  of  articles  to  difpofe  of,  and  diving  under 
the  canoes,  that  were  in  the  way.  Sometimes  a  fellow 
would  catch  up  a  pretty  large  fized  hog  under  his  arm, 
plunge  under  water,  and  after  pafling  under  four  or  five 
canoes,  came  up  with  his  half  drowned  hog  along  fide  of 
the  fhip.  It  is  furprifing  to  obferve  how  active  they  are 
in  the  water  ;  they  appear  to  be  as  much  at  home  in  that 
element  as  the  fifli  themfelves.  I  remark  that  they  can 
fwim  fafter  under  water,  than  on  the  furface  :  when  the 
fhip  has  way  on  her,  and  they  happen  to  get  aftern,  they 
commonly  plunge  and  fwim  under  water  till  they  come 
up  with  her. 


November  2,  1802.     Woahoo. 

Tamaahmaah's  government  is  very  mild,  confidering  it 
is  abfolutely  arbitrary.  Since  the  year  after  he  took  Woa- 
hoo, in  1796,  not  above  ten  or  a  dozen  perfons  have  been 
facrificed  yearly  at  the  morai.  Confidering  the  large  pop- 
ulation, and  that  all  criminals,  who  fufFer  capitally,  perifli 

there. 
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there,  this  number  is  certainly  very  fmall.  Capt.  Stew- 
art fays,  he  never  knew  an  innocent  perfon  to  be  facri- 
ficed  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  none  but  old  hardened  crim- 
inals, who  have  been  guilty  of  the  worft  of  crimes,  that 
fuffer,  and  many  go  unpunished,  whom  the  laws  of  their 
country  condemn. 

Criminals  are  lacrificed  at  the  morai  at  fome  great  taboo. 
During  the  interval  between  the  commiflion  of  their 
crimes  and  their  death,  they  are  fuffer ed  to  follow  their 
ufual  occupations  unmolefted,  and  ignorant  of  their  def- 
tiny.  The  law  condemns  him  to  death,  who  is  guilty  of 
fraud  in  fome,  if  not  in  all  inftances.  A  man,  who  under 
pretence  of  being  fent  by  the  king,  obtains  from  another 
any  articles  for  his  own  ufe,  comes  under  this  law.  Such 
inftances  feldom  occur,  or  if  they  do  are  winked  at. 

The  opinion  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  canni- 
bals, which  Cook's  voyage  gave  rife  to,  and  which  was 
fupported  by  Capt.  King,  was  ill  founded.  They  defpife 
the  idea. 

Their  tradition  hands  down  the  names  of  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  and  odd  kings,  who  have  reigned  over  thefe  ifl- 
ands,  including  his  prefent  majefty,  and  his  fon  Ereehoo 
rehoo  a  child  about  five  years  old,  apparent  heir  to  the 
throne  :  their  characters  are  alfo  handed  down,  and  they 
fay,  no  one  has  ever  caufed  fo  few  of  his  fubjects  to  be 
killed,  as  the  prefent  king.  To  allow  ten  years  upon  an 
average  for  the  reign  of  each  king,  would  make  the  world 
inuch  older,  than  it  is  generally  allowed  among  us  to  be. 

They  have  a  tradition  of  a  flood,  which  deluged  all  the 
iflands,  the  fummit  of  Mowna  koah  in  Owhyhee  only 
remained  dry,  and  there  a  pair  of  each  kind  of  man  and 
beaft,  and  every  living  creature  were  faved  alive. 

Nov.  4,   1802.     Oneehow. 

They  are  the  moft  inconfiderate  and  lively  creatures  in 
the  world,  they  laugh  and  fing  for  hours  and  hours  to- 
gether, and  do  not  feem  to  know  what  trouble  is.  Al- 
though during  our  ftay  here  the  fliip  was  continually 
crouded,  yet  I  certainly  never  faw  one  of  them  with  a 
fad  or  downcaft  countenance.  To  judge  from  their  ac- 
tions, 
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tiens  and  appearance,  one  would  fuppofe  them  free  from 
vices  and  diifenfions,  and  incapable  of  doing  mifchief.  If 
you  beat  them  out  of  the  Hiip,  they  mew  no  marks  of  dif- 
pleafure  ;  if  their  canoes  are  broken,  or  upfet,  and  their 
whole  contents  funk,  (of  which  I  faw  more  than  one  in- 
stance) they  {till  retain  their  cheerfulnefs,  and  pafs  it  off 
with  a  laugh  :  they  never  pretend  to  fret  and  worry  about 
fuch  accidents  as  trouble  us.  Their  country,  which  has 
been  fo  well  defcribed  by  Cook  and  Vancouver,  is  certain- 
one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world  ;  its  produce  affords  its  in- 
habitants ample  fubfiftence,  requiring  fo  little  labour  in 
cultivation,  tliat  it  may  almoft  be  deemed  fpontaneous. 
Their  tarro  is  a  very  rich  root,  which  I  am  extremely  par- 
tial to,  and  in  this  refpect  I  am  not  lingular  ;  it  has  when 
baked  more  of  the  tafte  and  confiftency  of  bread,  than  the 
bread  fruit  itfelf  ;  I  think  it  is  intitled  to  the  appellation 
of  bread  root  ;  could  it  be  obtained  at  home  I  am  fure  I 
mould  never  eat  any  more  bread. 

The  potatoes  are  large  and  good,  molt  of  them  fweet 
like  the  Carolina  potatoes  ;  there  are  feveral  kinds  of 
them,  one  has  exactly  the  colour  and  tafte  of  the  pump- 
kin, and  another  kind  is  of  a  deep  red,  or  purple  colour, 
like  a  beet. 

Plantains  and  bananas  when  ripe,  tafte  like  what  we  call 
orange  pears.  Tea-root  has  a  fugar-candy  tafte,  and  makes 
good  beer  and  vinegar.  m  n 

Curious  Extract  from  Rev.  Cotton  Mather's  Me- 
moirs of  Remarkables  in  the  Life  of  his  Father, 
Pr.  I.  Mather,  containing  a  Conversation  be- 
tween Dr.  M.  when  Massachusetts  Agent,  and 
kjng  William,  &c, 

ON  March  14,  1689,  t?ie  ^or^  Wharton,  introduced 
him  to  king  William  ;  and  Mr.  Mather  knowing 
that  the  King  deiired  none  but  very  mort  fpeeches,  only 
faid,  /  congratulate  your  Majejlies  happy  accejfion  to  the  crown, 
and  I  humbly  implore  your  favour  to  New-England. 

King.  You  may  reft  affured,  that  I  will  fhew  them  all 
the  favour,  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  do. 

Math, 
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Math.     I  may  humbly  and  freely  fpeak  it  ;    the  very  . 
prayers  of  that  people,  will  be  of  fome  fervice  to  your 
majefty.     They  are  a  good  and  a  praying  people. 

King.  I  believe  they  are  a  good  people  ;  but  I  doubt, 
there  have  been  irregularities  in  their  government. 

Math,  I  durft  -engage,,  that  they  .fhall  at  the  firft  word 
reform  any  irregularities  they  fliall  be  advifed  of. 

Ld.  Wharton.  —  And  HI  be  their  guarantee,  and  here 
is  Mr.  Mather  the  rector  of  the  College  there,  fhall  be  the 
other.  We  two  will  Hand  bound  for  New-England,  that 
they  mail  acl  regularly  for  the  future.. 

King.  I  will  forthwith  give  order,  that  Sr.  Edmund 
Andros  fhall  be  removed  from  the  government  of  New- 
England,  and  be  called  unto  an  account  for  his  male-ad* 
miniftration.  And  I  will  direct,  that  the  prefent  King  and 
<2ueen  fhall  be  proclaimed  by  their  former  magiftrates. 

Math.  Syr,  they  will  do  it  with  the  joyfulleft  hearts 
in  the  world. 

§.  3.  This  true  New-England-man  confidering  how 
wonderfully  New-England  had  profpered  under  the  Old 
Charter,  and  how  defirous  the  people  for  whom  he  was 
now  concerned,  were  to  have  it  reftored  ;  he  advifed  with 
the  wifefl  friends  he  could  find,  about  this  momentous  af- 
fair. Their  concurrent  judgment  was,  That  the  beft 
courfe  would  be  to  endeavour  for  a  reverfion  of  the  judg- 
ment againfl  the  Maffachufet-Charter  by  an  A&  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  afterwards  petition  to  the  King  for  the  ad- 
ditional privileges,  without  which  the  Old  Charter  would 
not  anfwer  the  occafions*,  and  neceflities  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Mather  hereupon  made  moft  indefatigable  applications 
unto  the  principal  men  in  that  Convention  Parliament  ; 
the  effect  of  which  was,  That  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
the  Charters  of  New-England  were  exprefly  put  into  the 
Charter-Bill  :  It  was  voted,  That  the  taking  of  them  away 
was  a.  grievance,  and  that  they  mould  be  reftored.  And  a 
great  intereft  was  alfo  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that 
when  the  Bill  fhould  come  up  to  them,  for  their  concur- 
rence, New-England  might  be  there  alfo  favoured.  At 
the  fame  time,  [July  4,  1689.]  Mr.  Mather  .was  again  in- 
troduced by  the  Lord  Wharton  unto  the  King  at  Hamp- 
ton Court  :   and  faid, 

Math, 
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Math.  I  prefume  your  Majefty  has  been  informed,  of 
the  great  fervice,  which  your  fubjecls  in  New-England, 
have  done  for  your  Majefty,  and  for  this  nation,  and  for 
the  Proteftant  intereft,  in  fecuring  that  territory  for  king 
William. 

King.  I  have  feen  fome  letters  that  fpeak  of  it,  and  1 
kindly  accept  of  what  they  have  done. 

Math.  If  your  Majefty  would  pleafe  to  command  that 
your  kind  acceptance  of  what  they  have  done  mail  be  lig- 
nified  unto  them,  it  will  be  a  great  encouragement. 

King.  I  will  give  order  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  a 
letter  be  written  to  them,  to  let  them  underftand,  that 
what  they  have  done  is  acceptable  to  me, 

Math.  Your  Majefty  may,  by  the  affiftence  of  New- 
England,  whenever  you  pleafe,  become  the  Emperour  of 
America.  I  durft  engage,  that  your  mbjects  there,  will 
readily  venture  their  lives  and  eftates  in  your  fervice.  All 
that  is  humbly  defired  on  their  behalf,  is  only  that  they 
may  enjoy  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges. 

King.  I  do  allure  you,  I  will  do  all  that  it  is  in  my 
power  to  do,  that  it  may  be  fo. 

Mr.  Mead  being  with  him,  told  the  King,  that  he  could 
not  poifibly  do  any  thing  more  grateful  to  his  diifenting 
fubjects  in  England,  than  in  being  kind  unto  New-England 
in  the  reftoring  of  their  former  privileges*  The  King  bad 
them  reft  fatisfied,  That  it  Jhould  be  done. 

But  behold,  while  the  Charter  Bill  was  depending,  the 
Convention-Parliament  was  unexpectedly  prorogued,  and 
then  diftblved  ;  and  Mr.  Mather  found  the  Sifyphaean  la- 
bour of  a  whole  year  come  to  nothing. 

§.  4.  The  difpofition  of  the  next  Parliament  foon  ap- 
peared fuch,  that  nothing  in  the  favour  of  New-England 
was  to  be  expected  there.  Mr.  Mather  then  made  fome 
effays,  to  fee  if  by  a  writ  of  errour  in  judgment,  the  cafe 
relating  to  the  MalTachufet-Colony  might  be  brought  out 
of  chancery  into  the  King's  Bench  ;  but  this  attempt  alfo 
was  defeated  by  fo  furprizing  a  providence,  that  Mr. 
Mather  declared  upon  it  ;  Never  did  I  fee  a  more  Jig7tal  hand 
of  Heaven  in  any  matter,  than  in  difappointing  all  hopes,  for 
the  obtaining  the  fo  much  defired  full  rejlitution  of  all  our  char- 
ter privileges,  by  a  reverjion  of  the  judgment  entered  again/I 
ibem.  All 
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All  hopes  of  obtaining  the  reftoration  of  the  Old  Charter 
being  at  an  end,  there  was  no  way  left,  but  a  flight  untd 
the  royal  favour  ;  for  though  it  was  not  in  the  Kings 
power  to  reverfe  the  judgment  againft  the  Old  Charter, 
yet  his  Majefty  had  power  to  re-incorporate  his  good  fub- 
jecls  there,  and  grant  them  a  New  Charter,  that  mould 
contain  all  the  old,  with  new  and  more  ample  privileges  ; 
without  which,  the  old  would  not  have  been  fufficient. 

Mr.  Mather,  with  two  other  agents,  which  the  Maffa- 
chufet-Colony  had  then  joined  with  him,  now  figned  a  pe- 
tition to  the  King  for  fuch  a  New  Charter  :  which  petition 
the  Right  Honourable  Earl  of  Monmouth  condefcended 
fo  far,  as  to  deliver  with  his  own  truly  noble  hand. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Mather  obtained  the  interceffion  of  a  great 
perfonage,  which  prevailed  with  the  King  to  refer  the  af- 
fair of  New-England  unto  the  confideration  of  the  two 
Lord  Chief  Juftices,  with  his  Majefties  Attorney  and  Sol- 
licitor-General  :  All  of  whom  had  by  Mr.  Mathers  power- 
ful and  affiduous  applications  been  brought  into  the  New 
Englim  interefts.  They  met  three  or  four  times,  and 
kindly  gave  him  leave  to  be  prefent  with  them  at  all  their 
confultationsw  The  heads  of  the  Maffachufet  Old  Charter, 
and  Sr.  Ferdinando  Gorges,  were  prefented  in  writings 
together  with  fuch  additional  privileges,  as  were  then 
pray'd  for  s  And  they  all  judged,  there  was  nothing  un- 
reaionable,  or  prejudicial  to  the  Kings  intereft,  in  what 
was  propofed.  They  were  prefented  unto  the  King,  by 
the  lord  chief  juftice  Holt  ;  and  the  King  ordered  him  to 
prefent  them  unto  the  Council ;  who  did  accordingly  ; 
and  from  thence  they  were  transferred  unto  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

§.  5.  Immediately  upon  this,  the  King  took  his  voy-a 
age  for  Holland  ;  and  before  his  return,  there  was  no  more 
to  be  done.  But  ftill  Mr.  Mather  would  be  doing  of 
fomething  for  the  good  of  his  country.  He  publifhed, 
Reafons  for  the  confirmation  of  Charter-Privileges,  granted  to 
the  Maffachiifet-Colony,  which  he  difperfed  among  the 
Lords  of  his  Majefties  moil  honourable  Privy-Council ;  and 
perfonally  addrefled  himfelf  unto  the  moft  of  them  ;  hum- 
bly praying  their  lordfhips  favour  to  New-England,  in  a 
matter  that  appeared  fo  equal.     His  maxim  was,  That  in 
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all  affairs,  a  few  did  all  ;  and  his  method  was,  to  find  out 
the  moft  potent  leaders  in  all  affairs,  and  make  fure  of 
them.  If  he  knew  any  N.  C.  minifter,  who  had  an  intereft 
in  any  perfon  of  quality,  he  would  engage  that  minifter 
to  employ  his  intereft  on  the  behalf  of  New-England  ;  one 
way  of  engaging  him,  was  by  preaching  for  him  :  And, 
this  alfo  introduced  him  into  the  fame  acquaintance.  There 
were  feveral  noblemen,  who  likewife  brought  him  into  the 
knowlege  and  favour  of  others.  But  none  did  more  for 
him  that  way,  than  that  cordial  and  conftant  lover  of 
all  good  men,  the  aged  lord  Wharton,  who  was  the  laft 
furviving  member  of  that  famous  aftembly  of  divines  at 
Weftminfter.  Among  thofe  eminent  perfons,  who  ad- 
mitted him  to  be  familiar  with  them,  I  will  particularly 
mention  two  that  were  of  an  ecclefiaftical  character,  for 
the  fake  of  the  good  that  was  done  to  New-England  by  his 
acquaintance  with  them.  The  one  was  Dr.  Tillotfon,  the 
arch-bifhop  of  Canterbury  :  who  did,  at  his  defire,  often 
concern  himfelf  to  do  kind  offices  for  the  country,  and 
pray,  both  the  Mng  and  Queen  to  put  marks  of  their  fa- 
vour on  their  faithful  fubjecls  there  ;  and  once  he  went 
fo  far  as  to  tell  the  King,  //  would  by  no  means  do  well  for 
him  to  take  azvay  any  of  thofe  privileges  from  the  people  ^  of 
New-England,  which  K.  Charles  I.  had  granted  them.  And 
indeed  Mr.  Mather  o%en  fpoke  of  the  Catholick  fpirit,  with 
which  the  arch-bifhop  of  Canterbury  blamed  the  conduct 
of  his  predeceffor  Laud,  in  his  difcourfes  with  him.  The 
other  was.  Dr.  Burnet,  the  bifhop  of  Salifbury  :  who  be- 
fides  many  real  and  weighty  expreffions  of  his  kindnefs  for 
the  country,  told  him,  that  he  would  on  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity declare  openly  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  That  there 
was  a  greater  facrednefs  in  the  Charter  of  New-Engla?td,  than 
in  thofe  of  the  Corporations  in  England  ;  becaufe  thofe  were 
only  acls  of  grace,  whereas  the  Charter  of  New-England  was 
a  coniracl  between  the  King  and  the  firfl  Patentees  :  They 
promifed  the  King  to  enlarge  his  dominions,  on  their  own 
charges,  provided,  that  they  and  their  pofterity  might  enjoy 
fuch  and  fuch  privileges  :  They  had  performed  their  pari  ; 
now  for  the  King  to  deprive  their  pofterity  of  the  privileges 
therein  granted  unto  them,  would  carry  a  face  of  injuftice  in 
it.  A  Lord  great  in  the  Court,  then  told  Mr,  Mather,  That 
vol.  ix,        li  lils 
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his  having  engaged  the  brfhop  of  Salifbury  to  appear  for 
New-England,  was  the  bejl  jobb  he  had  done  thefefeven  years. 
§.;•  6.  But  a  greater  than  any  of  thefe,  muft  not  be 
left  unfollicited.  Mr.  Mather  was  by  Madam  Lockart  in- 
troduced unto  the  Queen,  on  April  9.  1691.  and  fhe  left 
him  alone  with  her  Majefty,  that  he  might  the  more  freely 
reprefent  the  cafe  of  New-England  unto  her. 

The  difcourfe  was,  as  folio weth. 

Math.  I  do  moft  humbly  pray  your  Majefties  favour 
to  your  good  fubjecte  in  New-England.  There  are  none 
in  the  world  more  in  your  intereft  than  they  ;  nor  any 
that  do  with  greater  devotion  pray  for  your  long  and  hap- 
py reign.  They  have  indeed  been  expofed  unto  great 
troubles  on  the  account  of  their  loyalty  unto  your  Majefty. 
For  the  French  at  Canada,  who  have  invaded  them,  and 
have  deftroyed  feveral  of  their  plantations,  gave  that  as 
the  reafon  of  what  they  did  ;  becaufe  the  people  there  have 
declared  for  king  William  and  queen  Mary.  They  now 
only  pray,  that  they  may  be  refettled  in  the  enjoyment  of 
thofe  privileges,  which  they  were  pofTeffeci  of,  until  the  laft 
year  of  king  Charles  II. 

Queen.  ,  That  matter  has  been  a  long  time  before  the 
Council.  I  would  have  that  which  is  juft  done  for  them  ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  that  fomething  of  favour  fliould  be 
fhown  to  them. 

Math.  I  moft  humbly  thank  your  Majefty,  for  the  kind 
words  which  your  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fpeak  to  my  lady 
Southerland  about  New-England. 

Queen.  Mr.  Mather,  I  have  had  a  great  character  of 
you,  from  my  lady  Southerland.  I  have  fpoken  to  the 
King  on  the  behalf  of  New-England.  He  told  me,  the 
matter  was  before  the  Council. 

Math.  It  has  been  referr'd  unto  the  two  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tices,  with  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General  ;  we  only 
pray,  that  the  articles  approved  by  them,  may  be  allowed 
and  confirmed  to  us. 

Queen.  That  feems  reafonable  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  it 
will  be  done  for  you. 

Math.  T  humbly  beg,  that  your  Majefty  will  pleafe  to 
fpeak  fo  kind  a  word  unto  the  King  upon  his  return.     You 

will 
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will  thereby  bring  the  bleffing  of  the  prayers  of  a  good 
people  on  your  royal  perfon  and  government. 

Queen.     I  fhall  be  willing  to  do  all  I  can  for  them. 
Math.     I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  your  good  fubjecls 
there  havebeen  mifreprefented  unto  your  majefty.  Some  that 
bear  them  ill  will,  have  printed  many  reflections  on  them. 

Queen.     I  have  not  feen  all  the  pamphlets. 

Math.  Sr.  William  Phips  has,  with  many  of  your  Maj- 
efties  fubjecls,  endeavoured  to  enlarge  your  Majefties  do- 
minions ;  and  they  are  willing  again  to  expofe  themfelves 
in  your  Majefties  fervice. 

Queen.  Are  they  able  to  do  it  ?  I  hear  they  are  but  in 
a  bad  condition. 

Math.  They  are  in  a  bad  condition  ;  but  one  great 
reafon  of  it  is,  becaufe  their  government  yet  remains  un- 
fettled. 

Queen.     That  I  believe  ;  it  muft  needs  be  fo. 

Math.  If  by  your  Majefties  favour,  they  fhall  be  reftor- 
ed  unto  their  former  privileges,  they  will  revive,  and  be- 
come able  to  ferve  your  Majefties  intereft. 

Queen.  I  doubt,  there  have  been  differences  there,  as 
well  as  here,  about  church-government. 

Math.  In  New-England  they  are  generally  thofe  that 
are  called  Non-Conformifts  :  But  they  carry  it  with  all  due 
refpect  unto  others  :  We  judge  fome  of  them  to  be  better 
men  than  ourfelves.  This  nation  has  caufe  to  blefs  God, 
for  the  King,  and  for  your  Majefty,  in  regard  of  that  act 
of  indulgence,  and  the  liberty  of  confcience,  which  through 
your  Majefties  favour  we  now  enjoy. 

Queen.  *Tis  what  I  am  for.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
men  to  believe  what  they  pleafe  ;  and  therefore  I  think, 
they  mould  not  be  forced  in  matters  of  religion,  contrary 
to  their  perfwafions  and  their  confciences.  I  wifh  all  good 
men  were  of  one  mind  ;  however  in  the  mean  time,  I 
would  have  them  live  peaceably,  and  love  one  another. 

0  mentis  aurea  'verba  bracleata  !  My  ink,  too  vile  a  li- 
quor art  thou,  to  write  fo  divine  a  fentence  ! 

§ .  7.  Before  the  month  was  out,  the  King  returned 
from  Holland  ;  and  though  he  ftaid  but  a  fortnight  in, 
England,  Mr.  Mather  twice  had  the  honour  of  waiting 
on  him.    The  firft  time  he  only  prefented  an  addrefs  from 

the 
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the  General  Court  at  Bofton,  with  a  petition  from  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  merchants  in  London,  praying  that 
Charter-privileges  might  be  reftored  unto  New-England. 
But  Mr.  Mather  was  defirous  once  more  to  plead  with 
him  for  favour  to  his  country  :  and  therefore  by  the  me- 
diation of  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  he  was,  on  April  28. 
admitted  a  fecond  time,  and  it  was  now  into  the  Kings 
bed-chamber  :  Where  what  then  paffed  was,  as  followeth. 

Math.  I  moft  humbly  thank  your  Majefty,  in  that  you 
were  gracioully  pleafed  to  fignify  unto  my  lord  Devon- 
fhire,  that  I  might  have  leave  to  wait  on  your  Majefty  on 
the  behalf  of  New-England.  None  of  your  fubjects,  are 
or  can  be  more  in  your  interefts  than  they  ;  none  pray 
more  heartily  for  your  long  life,  and  your  happy  reign, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  your  arms. 

King.  Syr,  what  do  you  defire,  that  I  fliould  do  for 
them  ! 

Math.  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  that  they  may  be 
reftored  unto  their  ancient  privileges  ;  and  that  their  fet- 
tlement  may  be  expedited.  They  have  an  humble  confi- 
dence, that  through  your.Majefties  goodnefs,  they  lhallbe 
made  happy,  in  having  their  ancient  privileges  reftored 
unto  them  ;  which  will  oblige  your  fubjects  there  to  be 
your  fervants  forever.  Your  Majefty  has  been  gracioully 
pleafed  to  refer  the  confideration  of  this  affair  to  the  two 
Lord  Chief  Juftices,  with  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor  Gen- 
eral. We  only  pray  humbly  that  what  they  have  thought 
reafonable  for  us  to  defire,  may  be  granted  by  your  Majefty. 

King.  I  expect  within  two  or  three  days,  to  have  a  re- 
port from  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and' Plan- 
tations ;  and  then  mail  fee  what  may  be  done. 

Math.  Your  Majefties  fubjects  have  been  willing  to 
venture  their  lives  that  they  may  enlarge  your  dominions  : 
And  are  willing  to  do  the  like  again,  if  your  Majefty  encou- 
rage them.  Will  your  Majefty  pleafe,  in  your  great  wifdom, 
to  confider  the  circumftances  of  that  people  ;  as  in  your 
wifdom  you  have  confidered  the  circumftances  of  England 
-and  of  Scotland.  In  New-England  they  differ  from  other 
plantations  ;  they  are  fuch  as  are  called  Congregational 
and  Prefbyterian.     So  that  fuch  a  Governour  will  not  fuit 
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with  the  people  of  New-England,  as  may.be  very  proper 
for  the  other  Englifh  plantations. 

Having  fo  fpoken,  he  bowed  unto  the  King  5  who  then 
retired  into  his  clofet. 


Observations  upon  the  natural  Production  of 
Iron  Ores,  with  a  Description  of  Smelting  Fur- 
naces, and  some  Account  of  the  Iron  Manu- 
facture in  the  County  of  Plymouth.  By  Dr. 
James  Thacher. 

THE  abundant  production  of  mineral  ores,  and  the 
important  manufacture  dependant  upon  their  dif- 
covery,  have  not  frequently  been  the  fubject  of  invefti- 
gation  in  our  country.*  The  art  of  metallurgy  and  the 
difcovery  of  iron  may  probably  be  claffed  among  the  ante- 
diluvian events,  and  from  high  antiquity  iron  has  been 
held  in  eftimation  as  the  moft  ufeful  of  all  the  metals.  We 
have  in  the  writings  of  Mofes,  who  was  born  more  than 
1500  years  before  the  chriftian  era,  ample  proof,  that  even 
prior  to  his  days  furnaces  were  conftructed,  by  the  aid  of 
which  iron  was  extracted  from  its  ores,  and  by  the  fkill 
of  the  artifts  converted  into  fwords,  knives,  axes,  &c.* 
Since  that  period  mankind  have  acquired  the  art  not  only 
of  converting  iron  into  the  ordinary  inftruments  of  agri- 
culture and  utenfils  of  domeftick  life,  but  into  the  more 
formidable  weapons  of  war.  It  is  from  the  difcovery  of 
iron,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  rods,  which  Ihield  our 
dwellings  from  lightning,  and  for  the  compafs,  that  in- 
valuable guide  to  the  mariner. 

Iron  pofTenes  principles,  which  pervade  the  various 
kingdoms  of  nature,  and  is  diftinguifhed  from  all  other 
metals  by  its  medicinal  effects  upon  the  human  fyftem,  im- 
parting, like  oxygen,  invigourating  and  reftorative  pow- 
ers to  the  valetudinarian.  And  lince  every  art  and  man- 
ufacture is  more  or  lefs  dependent  upon  this  ufeful  metal, 
Infinite  Wifdom  has  provided,  that  in  the  bowels  of  the 
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earth  it  fhall  abound  in  a  degree  commenfurate  with  its 
vafi  utility  to  mankind. 

The  very  numerous  and  abundant  fources  of  mineral 
ores,  with  which  our  earth  is  fo  richly  impregnated,  afford 
an  ample  and  interefting  field  for  the  inquifitive  naturalift 
to  explore.  A  chemical  analyfis  of  their  particular  char- 
acter  and  properties  will  not  be  expected  from  one,  who 
has  no  claim  to  proficiency  in  the  fcience  of  mineralogy. 
My  endeavours,  therefore,  will  be  limited  by  a  fimple  de- 
fcription  of  their  more  obvious  appearances,  and  fome  cur- 
fory  obfervations.  Specimens  of  the  various  kinds  of  ore 
produced  in  this  county,  or  ufed  in  our  works,  will  for 
farther  fatisfaction  accompany  this  communication. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Plymouth  feveral  ponds,  in 
which  are  found  copious  beds  of  iron  ore  ;  of  thefe  Affa- 
wampfit  in  Middleboro',  Monponfett  in  Halifax,  and 
Sampfon's  pond  in  Carver,  are  the  moft  diftinguiftied  for 
their  prolifick  virtues  in  this  refpect.  It  is  now  about  fix- 
ty  years  fince  ore  was  firft  taken  from  the  ponds,  the  for- 
mer of  which  during  a  confiderable  period  afforded  an  an- 
nual fupply  of  fix  hundred  tons  ;  but  is  now  fo  far  ex- 
haufted,  that  not  more  than  three  hundred  tons  can  be 
procured  ;  and  about  one  hundred  tons  is  alfo  taken  an- 
nually from  each  of  the  others. 

The  generating  principle  and  procefs  of  nature  in  pro- 
ducing iron  ore  in  thefe  ponds  afford  a  phenomenon,  which 
will  probably  elude  the  afliduity  of  philofophical  refearch. 
The  period  of  its  growth  is  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty- 
five  years  ;  and  it  is  found  in  various  depths  of  water  from 
two  to  twenty  feet.  A  man  accuftomed  to  the  employ- 
ment being  in  a  fmall  boat,  with  an  inftrument  fimilar  to 
oyfter  tongs,  can  raife  from  its  watery  bed  about  half  a , 
ton  of  this  ore  in  a  day. 

From  the  great  mechanical  ingenuity  difplayed  to  the 
honour  of  fome  of  our  citizens,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
for  the  application  of  fome  machinery,  as  an  advantageous  i 
fubfiitute  for  the  very  operofe  and  expenfive  method  hith- 
erto practifed. 

Of  this  ore  we  diftinguifh  three  varieties  : — ift.  Found 
on  ledges  in  fhoal  water  in  various  forms,  fome  from  the 
fize  of  peas  to  that  of  bullets ;    others  in  oblong  or  flat 
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pieces  of  a  'reddifti  brown,  called  ledge  or  {hot  ore, 
yields  nearly  25  per  cent,  of  good  iron.  Some  pieces  of 
this  ore,  having  a  hard  external  covering,  include  in  a 
cavity  a  nucleus  like  a  kernel  in  a  nut  ;  others  have  fmall 
Hones  adhering  to  them  as  if  cemented  together.  By  in- 
veftigating  their  internal  texture,  the  procefs  of  metallifa- 
tion  from  earthy  and  ftony  fubftances  appears  to  be  clearly 
dernonftrated.  In  one  fragment  the  ftone,  or  original  fub- 
ftance,  is  found  juft  affuming  the  metallick  character,  ano- 
ther exhibits  the  procefs  in  a  more  advanced  ftate  refem- 
bling  mouldering  wood,  and  in  the  third  the  ftone  or 
earthy  fubftance  is  obliterated  and  the  procefs  perfected  ; 
a  fpecies  of  Hate  is  the  ftone  with  which  this  ore  appears 
to  have  a  particular  affinity.  2d.  Refembling  in  fhape 
and  fize  a  Turkey  fig,  found  in  a  depth  from  two  to  iix 
feet  of  water,  of  a  dark  brown  colour  called  '  pancake  ore, 
yields  from  20  to  30  per  cent.  Clams  and  mufcles  in  a 
living  ftate  are  frequently  found  intermixed  with  thefe 
ores,  and  in  fome  inftances  their  entire  fhells  have  formed 
a  nucleus  enclofed  as  in  a  matrix*  3d.  Denominate4  black 
ore,  found  in  deep  water  on  a  muddy  bottom  in  cakes  of 
a  dirty  black  colour,  and  of  an  earthy  appearance,  whofe 
metallick  particles  are  fo  ioofely  connected  together,  that 
it  eafily  crumbles  in  pieces.  This  ore  is  efteemed  not  fo 
much  for  the  quantity  of  iron  it  contains,  as  for  its  pecu- 
liar quality  in  meliorating  and  promoting  the  fufion  of  the 
more  refractory  ores.  The  average  price  of  the  above  ores 
is  fix  dollars  per  ton  at  the  furnace. 

About  the  year  1751  Jofeph  Holmes,  whilft  angling  in 
Jones  river  pond  in  Kingfton,  fortunately  difcovered,  by 
his  hook,  that  it  contained  a  bed  of  iron  ore  ;  and,  on 
)i  exploring  the  whole  circumference  of  the  pond,  ore  was 
&  I  found  in  great  abundance  and  of  various  forms  and  ap- 
pearances. About  3000  tons  were  in  a  few  years  taken 
lelfrom  it,  fome  of  which  yielded  25  per  cent,  of  excellent 
peiiron  ;  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cannon  ftiot,  were 
manufactured  from  it  during  the  American  war.  But  the 
bed  being  exhaufted  and  the  growth  remarkably  flow, 
very  little  ore  has  been  produced  from  it  for  twenty  years 
nd  jpaft.  Bog  ore  abounds  in  fwamps  and  other  low  places, 
[teStfubjecT:  to  an  overflow  of  water  iffuing  from  fprings,  par- 
flrffl  ■'  ticular 
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ticularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  feveral  ore  ponds  ;  between 
which  and  the  fea  almoft  every  bog  is  impregnated  with  it, 
extending  even  to  the  margin  of  fait  marines.  Its  growth 
is  obferved  to  be  more  rapid  where  fprings  moft  abound, 
and  diverting  the  courfe  of  the  water  fubyerts  the  pro- 
duction of  ore  no  lefs  effectually  than  vegetation  is  de- 
ftroyed  by  depriving  the  ftamina  of  its  nutriment.  This 
ore  is  difpofed  in  beds  or  ftrata  of  various  depths  from  the 
furface,  and  of  divers  irregular  fliapes.  From  fome  ftrata, 
four  feet  thick,  maifes  have  been  digged  weighing  from  one 
hundred  to  five  hundred  pounds  ;  more  frequently,  how- 
ever, it  is  found  widely  diifeminated  and  intermixed  with 
a  kind  of  loam.  Veins  of  this  ore  have  been  traced  from 
bogs  to  the  adjacent  hills,  the  natural  matrix  of  minerals 
and  probably  the  generating  fource  of  bog-ores.  It  is 
of  a  rufty  brown  colour,  yielding  about  1 8  per  cent,  and 
worth  four  dollars  per  ton  at  the  furnace. 

There  is  another  kind  found  in  bogs  and  fwamps, 
which  the  workmen  call  fwamp  or  mud  ore  ;  it  is  a  ferru- 
ginous- earth,  or  glebe,  refembling  black  mould,  externally 
deftitute  of  any  metallick  appearance  ;  but  being  warned 
with  water,  fmall  granulated  particles  of  iron  fubiide  to 
the  bottom.  On  examining  a  quanity  of  this  earth,  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  fome  pieces  of  a  beautiful  fky- 
blue.  It  is  found  four  feet  below  the  furface,  and  when 
firft  difcovered  is  of  a  pale  yellow  ;  but  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  air,  is  foon  changed  to  that  of  native  Pruf- 
fian  blue.*  This  admixture  affords  fome  iron,  and  is 
deemed  an  indifpenfable  ingredient  to  qualify,  and  render 
more  fufible,  hard  and  refractory  ores.  Bog  ore  being  all 
digged  from  its  bed,  the  workmen  are  careful  to  cover  the 
cavity  with  loofe  earth,  leaves,  bufhes,  and  other  rubbifh, 
calculating  upon  another  growth  in  ten  or  fifteen  years  ; 
not  unfrequently,  however,  this  expectation  is  realized  in 
feven  years,  and  it  may  be  remarked,  as  a  curious  fact  in 
natural  hiftory,  that  in  the  fhort  period  of  four  or  five 

years 


*  "  Native  Pruffian  blue  confifts  of  clay  mixed  with  iron,  and  col 
oured  with  fome  unknown  tinging  fubftance,  generally  found  in  fwampy 
grounds  or  bogs.  It  is  firft  white,  but  when  expofed  to  the  air  is  of  a 
light  or  deep  blue.  Mr.  Woulfe  found  this  kind  of  ore  in  Scotland  on 
the  furface  of  the  earth."     Eneycb.  article  Iron* 
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years,  thofe  vegetable  fubftances,  even  branches  of"  trees* 
fiiffer  a  complete  tranfition  to  a  metallick  ftate.  Does  not 
this  indicate  an  analogy  between  metallick  and  organick 
fubftances  ? 

Upland  Ores.  There  is  on  the  ifland  of  Martha's  Vine- 
yard a  mine  of  iron  ore  of  confiderable  extent  and  value. 
It  is  brought  to  our  works  in  large  lumps  of  a  reddiih 
brown  colour,  affording  about  25  per  cent,  and  is  worth 
fix  dollars  per  ton.  Iron  from  this  ore  exhibits  a  peculiar 
degree  of  fmoothnefs  and  luftre. 

A  very  confiderable  proportion  of  ore  fmelted  in  our 
furnaces  is  procured  from  the  very  productive  mines  at 
Egg-harbour,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey.  This  is  produ- 
ced in  large  maffes  compact  and  ponderous,  fome  weigh- 
ing 1 00  lb.  each,  of  a  reddiih  brown  colour,  producing 
from  30  to  40  per  cent,  of  excellent  iron.  The  u'fual 
price  is  6  T*-°-  dollars  per  ton.  The  founder  finds  it  expe- 
dient to  calcine  and  pulverize  the  large  lumps  previous  to 
its  being  committed  to  the  operation  of  the  furnace. 

There  is  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  near  Portland,  a  mine* 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  valuable  ;  but  a  few  tons  of  the 
ore  having  been  effayed  at  the  federal  furnace,  it  proved 
to  be  unproductive,  being  of  that  defcription,  which  the 
founder  terms  dead  ore.  On  inquiry  it  is  afcertained, 
that  the  quantity  referred  to  was  taken  from  the  furface, 
which  by  long  expofure  to  the  air  had  fuffered  a  fponta- 
neous  calcination,  and  was  in  a  great  meafure-  divefted  of 
its  metallick  principle.  It  is,  however,  extremely  proba- 
ble, that  by  exploring  the  internal  parts  of  the  mine  a  rich 
and  productive  ore  may  be  obtained.  Some  of  the  above 
defcribed  ores,  being  roafted  and  pulverized,  are  attracted 
by  the  magnet  ;  but  being  deftitute  of  a  good  one,  and 
not  being  verfed  in  the  operation,  my  experiments  are 
deemed  unimportant. 

Smelting  of  iron  ores  is  performed  in  large  blaft  fur- 
naces compofed  of  ftone.  The  fuccefs  of  the  procefs  very 
much  depends  upon  the  (kill  and  judgment  of  the  founder  ; 
fome  ore  by  itfelf  fuftains  the  moft  vehement  degree  of 
heat,  that  art  has  hitherto  been  able  to  excite  ;  but  by  a 
judicious  admixture  of  two  or  more  varieties  their  fufi- 
bility  is  effectuated  with  great  facility.     Charcoal  is  the  only 
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fuel,  and  marine  fliells  (a  fubftitute  for  lime  ftone  or  cal- 
carious  earth?)  is  the  only  fluxing  material  that  our  work- 
men employ.  The  experienced  founder  having  acquired 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  intrinfick  diflimilarity  and 
diftinguifhing  characterifticks  of  the  various  kinds  of  ore, 
which  become  the  fubject  of  his  operation,  will  in  the 
courfe  of  the  procefs  draw  inferences  from  the  greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  fluidity  of  the  fcoria  and  the  appearance  of 
fulphur,  which  is  expelled  from  the  ore  upon  its  furface  ; 
by  thefe  indications  he  will  learn  whether  to  increafe  or 
diminifh  the  power  of  the  bellows,  and  how  to  proportion 
the  fuel  to  the  ore  and  fhells. 

The  firft  furnace  for  fmelting  iron  ore,  known  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  was  erected  in  the  year  1702,  by  Lam- 
bert Defpard  (a  founder)  and  the  family  of  Barkers,  his 
aflbciates,  at  the  mouth  of  Mattakeffet  pond  in  the  town 
of  Pembroke,  but  the  wood  in  the  vicinity  being  exhauft- 
ed,  the  works  were  long  fince  abandoned. 

Furnaces  for  the  purpofe  of  converting  iron  ores  into  pig 
iron,  and  thofe  which  produce  the  various  kinds  of  call- 
ings, are  not  variant  in  their  conftrudtion.  The  former 
manufacture,  however,  is  not,  I  believe,  profecuted  in  this 
Commonwealth  ;  ;  but  there  are  in  the  county  of  Plym- 
outh ten  blaft  furnaces  of  the  latter  defcriptiom 

A  fituation  fraught  with  all  the  advantages,  which  na- 
ture in  fome  inftances  fo  wonderfully  combines,  does  not 
frequently  prefent  itfelf  to  our  choice.  A  rivulet  ifluing 
from  a  good  and  permanent  head  of  water,  a  foreft  of  pine 
or  other  wood,  calculated  to  fupport  a  vaft  consumption 
of  charcoal,  and  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  the  various 
kinds  of  iron  ore  in  its  vicinity,  form  the  effential  re- 
quifites.  A  fcite  moft  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  foun- 
der being  fele&ed,  a  capacious  edifice  of  proper  dimenfions 
is  to  be  erected.  The  moft  valuable  ftruchire  of  this  de- 
fcription,  with  which  I  am  acquainted  is  the  Federal  fur- 
nace, iltuated  in  Carver,  feven  miles  and  an  half  from  Plym- 
outh. It  was  erected  in  the  year  1794,  and  the  manufac- 
ture is  there  profecuted  to  great  extent  and  advantage. 
The  area  is  twenty-four  feet,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a 
well  dug  with  a  drain  to  carry  off  the  moifture.  The  wall 
is  feven  feet  thick  on  all  fides,  leaving  in  the  centre  of  the 

edifice 
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edifice  a  cavity  of  about  ten  feet  diameter,  and  twenty 
feet  high,  within  which  another  wall  formed  of  fire-ftone 
(a  foft  ilate)  is  carried  up  converging  at  the '  top.  A  cir- 
cular canal,  eight  feet  diameter  at  the  wideft  part,  is  thus 
formed  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  nearly  refembling 
an  hen's  egg  Handing  on  its  largeft  end.  Near  the  top,  on 
one  fide,  an  aperture  is  left  for  the  purpofe  of  charging  the 
furnace  with  fuel  and  ore,  and  upon  the  fummit  of  the 
canal  ftands  a  brick  funnel  to  convey  off  the  blaze  and 
fmoke.  At  the  commencement  of  the  blaft  an  hearth  is 
placed  on  the  bafis  of  the  canal,  fo  conftruclied  as  to  form 
a  fquare  cavity  fifteen  by  eighteen  inches,  and  extending 
five  feet  high,  the  top  in  the  form  of  a  miller's  hopper  for 
the  reception  of  the  fluid  metal.  At  the  bottom  of  an 
arch  in  the  front  of  the  furnace  is  an  aperture,  from  which 
the  workmen  remove  the  fcoria  and  dip  out  the  metal. 
And  in  another  arch  on  one  fide,  there  is  a  fmall  aperture 
for  the  infertion  of  the  pipes  of  two  large  bellows  twenty- 
two  feet  long  and  four  feet  wide,  which  being  kept  in 
conftant  alternate  motion  by  the  agency  of  a  water-wheel 
twenty-five  feet  diameter,  a  powerful  current  of  air  is  ex- 
cited ;  and  being  impelled  upon  the  furfaee  of  the  fuel, 
the  fufion  of  the  metal  is  greatly  accelerated.  The  whole 
of  this  machinery  is  included  in  a  large  wooden  building, 
affording  accommodation  to  the  workmen  with  their  ap- 
paratus for  moulding  and  calling.  Both  the  form  and  ma- 
terials of  the  bellows  in  common  ufe  at  our  large  works 
are  liable  to  important  objections.  The  leather,  of  which 
their  bafe  and  fides  are  compofed,  is  found  to  be  extremely 
difficult  to  preferve  perfectly  tight  ;  fome  portion  of  the 
air  alfo,  inftead  of  being  impelled  through  the  pipe,  rufhes 
into  their  fides,  and  being  retained  impedes  the  ingrefs  of 
external  air  through  the  valve.  Their  alternate  action  too 
affords,  inftead  of  a  continued  current,  only  an  interrupted 
^laft  not  calculated  to  excite  the  requifite  degree  of  heat. 
A  complete  remedy  for  all  thefe  evils  is,  I  learn,  found  in 
a  valuable  fubftitute  now  employed  in  the  large  foundries 
in  Europe.  This  confifts  of  three  or  more  caft  iron  cyl- 
inders of  about  three  feet  diameter,  each  having  a  valve 
at  the  bottom  and  furnilhed  with  a  pifton  carried  by  a 
evater-wheeh     A  pipe  from  each  cylinder  conveys  the  air 

into 
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into  the  furnace,  if  not  in  a  conftant  current,  yet  the  in- 
terruption is  fcarcely  perceivable  ;  and  even  this  may  be 
prevented  by  the  addition  of  a  large  iron  refervoir,  which 
Ihould  receive  the  air  from  the  feveral  cylinders  through 
valves  opening  into  it,  and  from  thefe  it  is  conveyed  by  a 
fingle  pipe  into  the  furnace  in  a  manner  perfectly  equable 
and  regular. 

Hearth  Stone.  It  has  long  been  an  important  object  of 
inquiry  to  procure  a  ftone  for  the  hearth,  pofTeffing  qual- 
ities calculated  to  fuftain  for  a  length  of  time  the  heat  of 
a  furnace  without  melting,  a  cafualty  which  not  unfre- 
quently  occurs  foon  after  the  commencement  of  a  blaft, 
fubjecting  the  proprietors  to  great  expenfe  and  difappoint- 
ment.  A  ftone  for  this  purpofe,  of  the  granite  kind,  has 
been  procured  at  Bridgwater,  which  iri  fome  inftances  has 
fucceeded,  as  alfo  the  common  coarfe  grind-ftone  from 
Nova-Scotia.  A  kind  of  free  ftone  from  Smithfield,  Con- 
necticut, has  alfo  obtained  fome  repute.  But  the  ftone, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  our  founders  has  acquired  a  de- 
cided fuperio'urity,  is  procured  from  a  large  quarry  at  Strat- 
ford in  Connecticut.  It  is  a  white  free  ftone,  and  by  the 
afliftance  of  a  drill  and  fledge  may  be  feparated  into  any 
defirable  form.  It  is  curioufly  laminated,  fome  of  the  lay- 
ers may  be  feparated  into  very  thin  pieces,  and  it  appears 
as  if  compofed  of  fand  cemented  together,  exhibiting  fine 
glittering  fpangles,  like  the  fcales  of  fifties.  Being  expofed 
to  intenfe  heat  the  internal  furface  becomes  vitrified,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  is  converted  into  a  {ubftance  hard  as 
marble.  After  being  expofed,  however,  to  the  action  of 
the  bellows  and  to  vehement  heat  fixteen  or  eighteen  weeks 
it  becomes  fo  worn  as  to  fuffer  the  ore,  fuel,  and  fcoria  to 
fall  together  into  the  receiver  with  the  pure  metal.  It 
then  becomes  expedient  to  difcontinue  the  blaft  until  a 
new  hearth  can  be  erected.  Five  tons  or  fixty  feet  of  this 
ftone  is  the  ufual  quantity  for  an  hearth,  the  expenfe  of 
which  is  feventy-fix  dollars. 

Heating  the  furnace  for  fufing  the  ore  Ihould  be  done 
gradually  and  with  care  to  prevent  the  wall  receiving  in- 
jury by  cracking.  Ten  days  is  the  ufual  period,  and  fifty 
loads  of  charcoal  of  eighty  bufhels  each,  is  confumed  during 
the  procefs  of  ignition.     So  powerfully  is  heat  conducted 

by 
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by  the  fubftances  in  contact,  that  even  the  external  part 
of  a  feven  feet  wall  is  obferved  to  be  replete  with  calorick. 
In  this  connexion  the  query  occurs,  whether  in  an  econom- 
ical view  very  important  advantages  would  not  refult  from 
the  application  of  Count  Rumford's  new  principle  of  the 
philotbphy  of  calorick  (heat.)  The  cavity  between  the  ex- 
ternal and  internal  walls,  inftead  of  being  filled  with  fand 
and  .rubbifli  poffeffing  ftrong  conducting  powers,  may  be 
left  to  be  occupied  by  air  alone,  or  filled  with  fome  fub- 
ftance,  demonftrated  to  be  a  non-conductor  of  heat. 
Should  this  theory  be  put  in  practice  the  confumption  of 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  fuel  might  probably  be  avoided. 

The  obfervation  is  familiar  to  the  confuniers  of  char- 
coal, that  by  age  it  acquires  a  property,  which  renders  it 
effentially  more  valuable,  affording  a  degree  of  heat  more 
intenfe  and  durable. 

I  am  not  confident,  that  I  can  fatisfactorily  account  for 
this  phenomenon  upon  philofophical  principles.  But  the 
fact"  is,  that  charcoal  being  remarkably  replete  with  pores 
has,  when  frelh  made,  a  ftrong  attraction  for  atmofpherical 
air,  which  it  continues  to  abforb  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time  ;  in  confequence  of  which  its  denfity  and  fpecifick 
gravity  are  greatly  increafed. .  With  a  view  of  afcertaining 
the  quantity  of  air  abforbed,  Dr.  Prieftly  expofed  on  the 
4th  of  September'  a  piece  of  charcoal  newly  charred  from 
dry  oak,  weighing  364  grains.  Two  or  three  days  after 
it  weighed  390,  and  on  the  24th  of  October  419  grains. 
Having  a  fimilar  end  in  view,  I  have  experienced  the  foL 
lowing  refults. 

A  piece  of  charcoal,  frefh  made  from  green  pine  wood 
and  taken  immediately  from  the  pit,  weighed  April  9$:h  in 
a  dry  atmofphere  442  grains,  being  expofed  in  an  upper 
chamber  till  the  13th,  being  a  rainy  day,  weighed  465  grns* 

And  on  the  17th,  in  a  dry  atmofphere,  465 

On  24th,  in  a  damp  atmofphere,  476 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  upon  the  principle  of  economy9 
charcoal  when  taken  from  the  pit  ihould  be  fecured  under 
cover  for  fome  months  before  it  be  ufed,  and  the  confumer 
will  realize  a  profit  adequate  to  his  care  and  trouble* 

Moulding.  The  fand  ufed  for  moulding  is  of  a  peculiar 
kind3  being  of  a  foft  yellowiflj  and  cohefive  nature.    It  is 

found 
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Dund  in  particular  places  about  fix  inches  below  the  fur- 
ice  of  the  earth  in  a  ftrata  about  four  inches  thick,  and 
edded  on  another  of  coarfe  fand  or  gravel. •  Being  freed 
:om  gravel  and  other  impurities  by  fifting,  it  is  worked 
ver  upon  the  floor  with  a  kind  of  roller  until  fufliciently 
repared  for  the  procefs  of  moulding.  This  operation  is 
erformed  in  wooden  frames  or  flaiks  of  a  iize  and  form 
roportioned  to  the  utenlil  intended  to  be  caft  ;  thefe  be* 
lg  filled  with  fand  a  little  moiftened  to  render  it  more 
Dhefive,  the  moulds  or  patterns  are  to  be  fo  applied  and 
reffed  into  the  fand  as  to  leave  their  impreffion.  Pots, 
>a-kettles,  and  other  veffels,  being  larger  at  the  bottom 
lan  the  top  cannot,  it  is  evident,  be  moulded  but  with 
atterns  cut  into  two  feparate  parts,  each  of  which  are 
reffed  together  in  moulding.  A  peculiar  dexterity  is  dif- 
iayed  in  withdrawing  the  patterns  without  injuring  the 
npreffion.  This  being  done  the  feveral  parts  of  the  flaiks 
re  clofely  preffed  together  and  fecured  by  hooks  and  pins  ; 
nd,  when  the  whole  of  them  are  arranged  in  order,  the 
uid  metal  is  poured  into  them,  through  a  fmall  channel 
ft  for  that  purpofe.  The  patterns,  by  which  the  moulds 
re  formed  for  calling  the  feveral  utenfils,  fhould  be  com- 
ofed  of  brafs,  or  fome  other  metal,  and  made  very  thin, 
lat  the  veffels  may  be  as  light  as  poffible.  Owing  to  a 
rant  of  attention  in  this  particular  thofe  articles  imported 
■om  England  have  in  many  inftances  commanded  the 
reference. 

When  the  whole  internal  furnace  has  acquired  a  ftrong 
rhite  heat,  the  bellows  are  put  in  motion,  and  the  ore, 
larcoal,  and  fhells,  being  duly  proportioned,  are  thrown 
1  at  the  top  by  fmall  quantities  every  hour.  The  ore  de- 
lending  to  the  hotteft  part  of  the  furnace,  at  length,  grad- 
ally  melting,  drops  down  through  the  fuel  into  the  re- 
viver, where  at  an  aperture  left  for  the  purpofe,  the  fcoria 
oating  on  the  furface  of  the  metal,  refembling  lava  from 
volcano,  is  occafionally  removed  by  a  long  iron  hook. 
k  fufficient  quantity  of  pure  iron  being  collected  in  the 
xeiver,  the  action  of  the  bellows  is  difcontinued  for  the 
rac'e  of  about  twenty  minutes  for  the  purpofe  of  cafting, 
his  operation  occurs  at  the  end  of  every  nine  or  ten 
ours,  and  a  ton  of  iron  is  taken  out  at  each  cafting.     Ths 
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fluid  metal  is  dipped  out  at  the  aperture  with  iron  ladles 
well  covered  with  a  compofition  of  clay,  &c.  and  with  them 
is  poured  into  the'  feveral  moulds  prepared  for  the  purpofe, 
and  is  thus  formed  into  the  various  utenfils  and  machine- 
ry for  which  caft  iron  is  a  proper  material.  Immediately 
after  calling,  the  feveral  articles  are  taken  out  of  the 
moulds  and  carried  to  the  drefferj  whofe  duty  it  is  with 
files  and  brumes  to  render  them  clean  and  fmooth  ready 
for  the  market. 

The  fpecifick  articles  manufactured  at  the  Federal  fur- 
nace are,  befides  hollow  ware  of  every  defcription,  Sey- 
mour's patent  rolls  for  flitting  mills,  of  a  fuperiour  quality, 
caft  in  iron  cylinders,  pot-am  kettles,  ftoves,  fire-backs  and 
jambs,  plates,  gudgeons,  anvils,  large  hammers,  cannon 
mot  of  every  kind,  with  a  vaft  variety  of  machinery  for 
mills,  &c. 

The  period  of  a  blaft  does  not  exceed  fixteen  or  eigh- 
teen weeks,  but  two  or  three  blafts  occupy  about  fix  months 
annually,  during  which  360  tons  of  hollow  ware,  or  other 
callings  equivalent*  are  manufactured,  and  the  following 
expenditures  occur,  viz. 

2130  cords  of  wood  converted  into  1420  loads 

of  charcoal,  at  D.2  50 
726  tons  of  ore,  at  6  dollars        -         - 
Two  fets  of  ftone  for  hearth 
Compenfation  to  the  founder,  at  D.  1  pr.  ton 
Do.  moulders  and  other  workmen 

Dolls. 

The  whole  quantity  of  iron  ware,  manufactured  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth  by  the  feveral  furnaces,  may  be  efli- 
mated  at  fifteen  hundred  tons  annually. 

The  manufacture  of  wrought  iron  from  crude  ore  is 
not  carried  to  great  extent  in  this  county  ;  but  there  are 
ten  forges,  which  are  employed  principally  in  working  old 

iron 

*  In  estimating  a  ton  of  hollow  ware  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  as 
meaning  a  ton  in  weight,  but  a  nominal  ton,  confifting  of  an  aflbrtment 
of  large  and  fmall  articles,  which  in  fa&  will  not  weigh  more  than 
fcwelve  hundred* 


5    Dolls. 

Cts. 

-    3550 
4356 

OO 

OO 

153 

360 

32 

OO 

Z331 

OO 

10,750 

32 
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iron  fcraps,  broken  pots,  kettles,  &c.     And  produce  about 
two  hundred  tons  of  bar  iron  per  annum. 

The  other  branches  of  Iron  manufacture,  fuch  as  pro- 
duce anchors,  fhovels  and  fpades,  fcythes,  nails,  iron  for 
fhip  building,  &c.  are  purfued  to  an  extent,  which  fur- 
nifhes  unqueftionable  atteftation  to  the  fpirit  of  induftry 
and  enterprize,  which  prevails  among  our  citizens* 

Shovels  and  fpades,  manufactured  in  this  county,  were 
formerly  conceived  to  be  of  a  quality,  but  little  inferiour 
to  thofe  imported  ;  but  unfortunately  their  reputation  has 
of  late  become  greatly  diminifhed,  and  thofe  articles  now 
fell  at  a  reduced  price  in  our  market.  Could  this  fubject 
attract  the  attention  of  our  legiilature,  that  an  infpection 
law  might  be  enacted  relative  to  thefe  articles,  the  molt 
important  advantage  would  refult  from  the  meafure,  as 
our  manufactures  would  in  a  few  years  afford  a  fupply 
adequate  to  the  demand  in  the  United  States. 

While  inveftigating  this  fubject.  an  opportunity  offers, 
and  is  cheerfully  improved,  to  render  juftice  to  the  merito- 
rious fervices  of  a  late  refpectable  and  worthy  fellow  citi- 
zen, the  Hon.  Hugh  Orr,  Efquire.  He  was  born  January 
13,  17 17,  in  Lochwinioch  in  the  (hire  of  Renfrew  in  Scot- 
land, where  he  was  educated  a  gunfmith  and  houfe-lock  filer. 
Having  at  the  age  of  twenty  emigrated  to  America  he 
fpent  one  year  in  his  employment  at  Eafton  in  the  county 
of  Briftol.  But  with  the  view  of  a  more  eligible  fituation 
he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  where  he  erected  a  Ihop  and 
the  nrft  trip  hammer  known  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  commenced  his  experiments  in  the  manufacture  of 
fcythes,  and  it  was  by  his  exertions,  prompted  by  an  ar- 
dent deiire  of  promoting  the  ufeful  arts  in  an  infant 
country,  that  the  fey  the  and  axe  manufactory  were  intro- 
duced in  the  ftates  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut. 
And  fuch  were  the  happy  refources  of  his  mind  and  love 
of  enterprize,  that  there  was  no  branch  of  iron  manufac- 
tory, that  did  not  at  fome  period  become  the  object  of  his 
^purfuit,  nor  was  there  any  obftacle  too  formidable  for  his 
perfeverance  to  furmount.  For  feveral  years  he  was  the 
only  edge  tool  maker  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  fhip 
carpenters,  mill-wrights,  &c.  in  this  county,  and  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  conftantly  reforted  to  him  for  fupply.    And, 
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indeed,  fuch  was  his  fame,  that  applications  were  frequent- 
ly made  to  him  from  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles,  for  the 
purpofe  of  having  an  axe,  an  adze,  or  auger  new  tem- 
pered by  his  hands. 

About  the  year  1748  he  made  five  hundred  ftands  of 
arms  for  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  which  were 
depofited  in  Caftle  William  ;  nearly  all,  however,  were 
carried  off  by  the  Britifh,  when  they  evacuated  the  town 
of  Boflon. 

The  perilous  ftate  of  our  country  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  war  afforded  new  fcope  for  his 
enterprizing  genius,  and  frefh  impulfe  to  his  fentiments  of 
patriotifm.  Inflances  were  not  numerous  of  foreigners  en- 
tering with  cordiality  into  the  merits  of  our  caufe  ;  he 
was  one  of  its  early  advocates  and  continued  among  its 
firm  fupporters,  notwithftanding  the  reiterated  entreaties 
of  his  friends  and  correfpondents  in  Europe.  The  publicls 
intereft  and  profperity  were  dear  to  his  heart,  and  his  mind 
glowed  with  a  zealous  fojicitude  for  the  exigences  of  his 
adopted  country.  He  was  again  employed  in  manufactur- 
ing a  number  of  Hands  of  arms,  and  under  his  fuperinten- 
dence,  in  concert  with  a  French  gentleman,  a  foundry  for 
calling  cannon  was  erected.  Iron  ordnance  were  till  with- 
in a  few  years  of  this  period  caff  with  a  cylindrical  cavity, 
of  a  diameter  fomewhat  fmaller  than  the  intended  caliber, 
which  was  afterwards  bored  out  to  a  proper  fize  ;  but 
this  method  was  found  by  experience  to  be  attended  with 
inconveniences.  The  guns  were  extremely  liable  to  be 
fpongy  in  that  part  where  nrength  and  fmoothnefs  are  re- 
quired. To  remedy  this  evil  an  improved  method  had 
recently  been  introduced  in  Europe.  The  gun  was  to  be 
call  folid,  and  the  caliber  afterwards,  with  a  boring  bar- 
iron  and  cutter  to  be  perforated  and  fmoothed  out  to  its 
proper  diameter.  This  method,  however  difficult  and  la- 
borious, was  adopted  by  Mr.  Orr  at  the  new  foundry  at 
Bridgewater,  and  from  his  exertions  a  great  number  of  pie- 
ces of  iron,  and  feveral  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  from  3  to 
42  pounders,  befides  a  vafl  quantity  of  cannon  mot,  were 
produced,  which  being  diflributed  to  different  parts  of  our 
army  proved,  at  that  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  an  ac- 
quifition  of  ineflimable  value. 

vol,  ix,        L 1  His 


266  Obfervaiions  upon  Iron  Ores. 

His  knowledge  of  minerals  and  ores  was  fo  extenfive, 
that  from  every  newly  difcovered  mine  in  the  country  he 
was  immediately  furnifhed  with  fpecimens  of  its  quality, 
and  a  few  years  previous  to  his  death  he  was  in  pofiefhon 
of  a  valuable  collection  of  them. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  refidejice  in  Bridgewater,  obferv- 
ing  that  our  farmers  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  preferving 
their  flax-feed  for  market, he  endeavored  to  inculcate  among 
them  the  expediency  of  preferving  and  preparing  that  article 
for  exportation.  The  fuggeftion,  however,  inftead  of  being 
favourably  received,  excited  in  many  inftances  confiderable 
animofky.  Having  imbibed  the  chimerical  idea,  that  feed 
exported  to  Europe  would  enable  them  to  cultivate  flax  to 
an  extent,that  might  eventually  prove  fubverfive  of  our  own 
cultivation  ;  fome,  even  of  thofe  who  were  allied  to  him 
by  the  ties  of  friendfhip,  actually  deftroyed  their  flax-feed, 
left  it  mould  fall  into  his  hands.  But  impreffed  with  its 
importance,  and  refolving  to  accomplifh  the  interefting 
object,  he  became  himfelf  the  purchafer  ;  and  having  con- 
flicted a  curious  and  ufeful  machine,  of  which  he  was  the 
original  inventor,  for  the  purpofe  of  cleaning  the  flax-feed, 
and  having  accumulated  a  large  quantity,  conveyed  it  to 
Bofton,  whence  he  exported  it  to  Scotland,  and  re- 
ceived a  profitable  return.  Thus  he  became  the  firfl  ex* 
porter  of  flax-feed  from  the  county  of  Plymouth,  if  not 
from  New-England,  and  to  the  exertions  of  this  gentleman 
are  we  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  that  valuable  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  which  had  not  before  been  confidered 
worth  prefervation. 

After  the  eftablimment  of  our  independence,  he  exhib- 
ited another  proof  of  his  extenfive  and  difinterefted  views 
by  his  attempt  to  introduce  the  cotton  manufactory.  For 
the  purpofe  of  effecting  this  project,  he  obtained  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  our  Legiflature.  But  to  conftruct  a  ma- 
chinery of  fo  complicated  and  intricate  a  nature  as  that  for 
carding  and  fpinning  cotton  required  the  fkill  and  expe- 
rience of  the  moft  perfect  artift.  Having  engaged  two 
men  of  mechanical  ingenuity,  who  had  been  employed  in 
repairing  fimilar  works  in  Scotland,  they  commenced,  and 
at  length  executed,  the  arduous  undertaking.  The  ma- 
chine, by  the  direction  of  our  government,  was  depofited 
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in  the  care  of  Mr.  Orr,  as  a  model  for  general  infpec- 
tion.  A  machine  for  weaving  cotton  cloth  and  others 
of  lefs  importance  were  alfo  the  refult  of  his  enterprizing 
fpirit.  But  in  confequence  of  thefe  laudable  purfuits  he 
was  again  fubje&ed  to  the  unjuft  reproach  of  his  difingen- 
yous  neighbours,  alleging  that  his  machines  would  fuper- 
{ede  the  induftrious  labourers  in  their  employment. 

In  focial  life  the  fubjeft  of  this  memoir  was  remarkable 
for  the  endearing  qualities  of  his  mind  and  a  happy  talent 
in  animating  conversation,  by  a  difplay  of  fatirick,but  chafte 
wit  and  pleafantry. 

From  his  religious  adherence  to  found  principles,  orna- 
mented by  domeftick  virtues  and  exemplary  manners,  his 
character  was  deemed  unexceptionable,  and  he  was  for  fevp 
€ral  years  ele&ed  a  member  of  the  fenate  for  the  county 
of  Plymouth,  wfeere  he  exhibited  genuine  patriotifm  and 
publick  virtue.  His  ftrong  and  vigourous  mind  and  cor- 
real judgment  were  regarded  with  honour  ;  and  confidence 
was  repofed  in  the  reaitude  of  his  counfeL 

In  the  year  1786,  when  the  foundation  of  our  govern- 
ment was  agitated  by  the  alarming  fpirit  of  infurre&ion, 
he  was  a  confidential  friend  of  governour  Bowdoin,  and 
no  man  could  be  more  firm  and  decided  in  fupport  of 
energetick  meafures  calculated  to  re^ftablifh  the  authority 
of  government.  x 

Having  arrived  at  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his  age  he 
died  in  December,  1798.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve  here,  that  the  prefent  improved  method  of  making 
fcythes  by  the  trip  hammer  is  the  refult  of  the  fuccefsful 
experiments  of  Robert  Orr,  Efq?  fon  of  the  fubjed  of  this 
memoir,  who  alfo  introduced  the  iron  fliovel  manufactory 
in  this  ftate.  He  is  now  mafter  armourer  of  the  publick 
arfenal  at  Springfield.* 

Having  now  concluded  my  obfervations  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  thefe  pages  are  with  great  diffidence  fubmitted  to  the 
liberality  and  candour  of  the  members  of  the  Hiftorical  So- 
ciety, for  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  expreffing  the  high- 
eft 


*  For  much  of  this  information  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Hector  Orr, 
of  Bridgewater,  who  inherits  a  liberal  fhare  of  that  intelligence  and  vir» 
tue,  which  diftingujftied  the  character  of  his  grandfather. 
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eft  refpect,  and  of  fubfcribing  myfelf  their  devoted  and 
obedient  fervant, 

JAMES  THACHER. 

Plymouth >9  May  10,   1804. 

cc  An  Account  of  a  Conference  between  the 
late  Mr.  Grenville  and  the  several  Colony 
Agents,  in  the  Year  1764,  previous  to  the 
passing  the  stamp  act." 

THE  following  converfation  between  Mr.  Grenville 
and  the  colony  agents  afcertains  a  material  point  in 
hiftory,  and  is  worthy  of  being  more  generally  known. 
It  is  from  a  book  of  Ifrael  Mauduit  which  is  interleaved, 
and  many  remarks  made  in  his  own  hand-writing.  Hav- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Maffachufetts,  and  being 
a  mercenary  fcribbler  for  the  miniitry,  he  durft  not  put 
liis  name  to  the  pamphlet  he  wrote,  but  after  his  death,  his 
library  being  fold,  his  own  works,  in  manufcript  as  well 
as  in  print,  were  procured  by  a  gentleman  who  prefented 
them  to  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

,  In  Minot's  hiftory  the  character  of  I.  M.  is  accurately 
defcribed  :— "  The  brother  of  Jafper  Mauduit,  who  had 
made  himfelf  of  importance  to  minifters  by  his  writings 
and  other  active  meafures  in  politicks  ;  and  who  was  af- 
terwards partially  united  in  the  agency.  Thefe  caufes, 
and  perhaps  we  may  add  the  circumftance  of  Mr.  Bollan's 
being  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Mr.  Mau- 
duit a  Diffenter,  placed  the  agent  on  that  poife  with  the 
General  Court,  which  it  was  faid,  the  influence  of  the  gov- 
ernour  could  turn  either  way/' 

The  people  of  Maffachufetts  had  great  reafon  to  repent 
making  the  exchange  of  Mr.  Bollan  for  either  of  the  Mau- 
duits.  Notwithstanding  the  unkind  treatment  he  receiv- 
ed, he  continued  a  firm  friend  to  New-England,  and  inter- 
efted  himfelf  in  their  affairs  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

THE  agent  for  New- York,  Mr.  Burke,  fpake  thus  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
"  THERE  is  alfo  another  circulation   abroad   (fpread 
s*  with  a  malignant  intention,  which  I  cannot  attribute  to 
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thofe  who  fay  the  fame  thing  in  this  Houfe)  that  Mr. 
cc  Grenville  gave  the  colony-agents  an  option  for  their 
"  alfemblies  to  tax  themfelves  ;  which  they  had  refufed. 
cc  I  find  that  much  ftrefs  is  laid  on  this,  as  a  fact.  How- 
"  ever,  it  happens  neither  to  be  true  nor  poffible.  I  will 
*c  obferve  firft,  that  Mr.  Grenville  never  thought  fit  to 
"  make  this  apology  for  himfelf  in  the  innumerable  debates 
"  that  were  ha'd  upon  this  fubject.  He  might  have  pro- 
"  pofed  to  the  colony-agents,  that  they  fhould  agree  in 
"  fome  mode  of  taxation,  as  the  ground  of  an  act  of  par- 
"  liament  :  but  he  never  could  have  propofed  that  they 
"  fhould  tax  themfelves  on  requifition  ;  which  is  the  at 
"  fertion  of  the  day.  Indeed,  Mr.  Grenville  well  knew, 
*c  that  the  colony-agents  could  have  no  general  powers  to 
"  confent  to  it  ;  and  they  had  no  time  to  confult  their 
<c  alfemblies  for  particular  powers,  before  he  palled  his  firft 
cc  Revenue  Act,  If  you  compare  dates  you  will  find  it 
"  impoflible." 

After  having  fo  often  admired  the  perfpicuity  as  well  as 
the  luxuriant  eloquence  of  this  author,  I  think  it  a  lingular 
infelicity,  to  find  this  only  paragraph  fo  very  obfcure,  that 
I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  its  meaning.  What  the 
uninformed  reader  will  be  led  to  conclude  from  it  is  ob- 
vious enough.  But,  after  a  careful  perufal,  I  confefs  that 
I  cannot  determine  what  it  is,  which  the  writer  willies  to 
aiBrm,  or  to  deny, 

Without  attempting  therefore  to  penetrate  into  the 
meaning  of  a  fentence  guarded  within  fuch  well-chofen 
terms  of  ambiguity,  I  mall  give  a  plain  narration  of  facts, 
which  fell  within  my  own  knowledge,  and  which,  there- 
fore, I  think  it  a  debt,  due  from  me  to  Mr.  Grenville's 
memory,  to  relate.    * 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  1764,  a  number  of  refolu- 
tions,  relative  to  the  Plantation  Trade,  were  propofed  by 
Mr.  Grenville,  and  paifed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  fifteenth  of  thefe  was  :  "  That,  towards  the  further 
"  defraying  the  faid  expences,  it  may  be  proper  to  charge 
66  certain  ft  amp  duties  in  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations." 

The  other  refolutions  were  formed  into  the  Plantation 
Act  :  but  the  fifteenth  was  put  off  till  the  next  feifion  : 
Mr.  Grenville  declaring,  that  he  was  willing  to  give  time 
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to  the  Colonies  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  make  their  option 
of  raifmg  that,  or  fome  other  tax.  The  agents  waited  fep~ 
arately  on  Grenville  upon  this  matter,  and  wrote  to  their 
feveral  colonies.  At  the  end  of  the  feflions  we  went  to 
him,  all  of  us  together,  to  know  if  he  ftill  intended  to 
bring  in  fuch  a  bill.  He  anfwered,  he  did.  And  then 
repeated  to  us  in  form,  what  I  had  before  heard  him  fay 
private,  and  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  "  That  the  late 
war  had  found  us  feventy  millions,  and  left  us  more  than 
one  hundred  and  forty  millions  in  debt.  He  knew  that 
all  men  wiflied  not  to  be  taxed  ;  but  that  in  thefe  un- 
happy circumftances,  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  fleward  for  the 
publick,  to  make  ufe  of  every  juft  means  of  improving 
the  publick  revenue  :  that  he  never  meant,  however,  to 
charge  the  Colonies  with  any  part  of  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt.  But,  befides  that  publick  debt,  the  nation 
had  incurred  a  great  annual  expence  in  the  maintaining  of 
the  feveral  new  conquefi  s,  which  we  had  made  during  the 
war,  and  by  which  the  Colonies  were  fo  much  benefited,, 
That  the  American  civil  and  military  eftablifhnlent,  after 
the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  only  £.70,000  per  ann9 
It  was  now  incrcafed  to  £.350,000.  This  was  a  great  ad- 
ditional expence  incurred  upon  an  American  account :  And 
he  thought,  therefore,  that  America  ought  to  contribute 
towards  it.  He  did  not  expect  that  the  Colonies  fhould 
raife  the  whole  ;  but  fome  part  of  it  he  thought  they 
ought  to  raife.  And  this  Stamp  Duty  was  intended  for 
that  purpqfe, 

"  That  he  judged  this  method  of  raifing  the  money  the 
eaiieft  and  moft  equitable  ;  that  it  was  a  tax  which  would 
fall  only  upon  property  ;  would  be  collected  by  the  fewefl 
officers  ;  and  would  be  equally  fpread  over  America  and 
the  Weft-Indies  ;  fo  that  all  would  bear  their  {hare  of  the 
publick  burthen/' 

He  then  went  on  %  "  I  am  not,  however,  fet  upon  this 
*'  tax  :  If  the  Americans  diflike  it,  and  prefer  any  other 
*c  method  of  raifmg  the  money  themfelves,  I  fhall  be  con- 
*c  tent.  Write  therefore  to  your  feveral  Colonies  5  and  if 
tfc  they  choofe  any  other  mode,  I  mail  be  fatisfied,  provided 
£'  the  money  be  but  raifed." 

Upon  reading  over  this  narration  with  Mr.  Montagu, 

who 
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who  was  then  agent  for  Virginia,  and  prefent  at  this  con- 
ference with  Mr.  Grenville,  I  have  his  authority  to  fay, 
that  he  entirely  affents  to  every  particular. 

All  thefe  particulars  I  had  before  heard  from  Mr.  Gren- 
ville, in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  at  his  own  houfe  ; 
and  had  wrote  to  the  Maffachufetts,  Affembly  accordingly. 

The  following  extracts  contain  their  anfwer  on  this  head* 


"  Bojlon,  June  14,  1764- 
SIR, 
The  Houfe  of   Reprefentatives    have    received  your 
M  fever al  letters,  &c.  *         *         *         *       •  #         ■* 


cc 


The  actual  laying  the  Stamp  Duty,  you  fay,  is  de- 
*c  ferred  till  next  year,  Mr.  Grenville  being  willing  to  give 
"  the  provinces  their  option  to  raife  that,  or  fonie  equiv- 
"  alent  tax  ;  deiirous,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf, 
"  e  to  confult  the  eafe  and  quiet,  and  the  good  will  of  the 
u  Colonies.' 

"  If  the  eafe,  the  quiet,  and  the  good  will  of  the  Col- 
"  onies  are  of  any  importance  to  Great-Britain,  no  mea£ 
*'  ures  could  be  hit  upon,  that  have  a  more  natural  and  di- 
"  reel:  tendency  to  enervate  thofe  principles,  than  the  re£» 
"  olutions  you  inclofed. 

"  The  kind  offer  of  fufpending  the  Stamp  Duty  in  the 
&c  manner,  and  upon  the  condition,  you  mention,  amounts 
"  to  no  more  than  this,  that  if  the  Colonies  will  not  tax 
"  themfelves,  as  they  may  be  directed,  the  Parliament  will 
"  tax  them. 

"  You  are  to  remonftrate  againft  thefe  meafures,  and, 
"  if  poffible,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Sugar  Ad,  and  pre- 
<c  vent  the  impofition  of  any  further  duties  or  taxes  on 
"  the  colonies,    Meafures  will  be  taken  that  you  may  be 

joined  by  all  the  other  agents/* 


€C 


One  of  thefe  meafures  was  the  printing  this  letter,  and 
fending  it  to  the  other  colony  affemblies. 

After  their  own  exprefs  acknowledgment,  therefore,  no 
i  one,  I  fuppofe,  will  doubt  but  that  they  had  the  offer  of 
raifing  the  money  themfelves  ;  and  that  they  refufed  it* 
Which  is  all  that  I  am  concerned  to  prove. 
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A  Note  in  Manufcript. 

IF  any  man  wifh  to  know  what  a  very  honeft  enthufi- 
aft,  from  his  own  vifionary  ideas  of  the  perfection  of  civil 
liberty,  may  fancy  that  the  conftitution  of  the  colonies 
ought  to  be,  let  him  read  Dr.  Price. 

If  he  think  it  of  more  importance  to  know  what  the 
conftitution  of  the  colonies  really  is,  this  hiftory  will 
clearly  prove  to  him,  fron*  the  evidence  of  facts. 

The  conftitution  of  the  colonies  did  not  wait  for  Dr. 
Price's  fancies,  but  exifted  a  hundred  years  before  he  was 
botfn  ;  having  been  already  formed  by  their  charters  ->  by 
the  conditions  upon  which  they  made  their  fettlements  ; 
under  which  they  have  been  confidered  as  parts  of  the 
Britifh  empire  ;  and  under  which  they  have  enjoyed  the 
protection  and  the  privileges  of  Britifh  fubjects  :  (to  fay 
nothing  of  the  conftant  ufage  of  the  crown,  and  then  of 
the  parliament,  to  tax  them). 

The  conftitution  of  our  government,  like  that  of  the 
human  body,  is  a  fyftern  that  is  already  formed  ;  and  not 
a  new  thing,  now  to  be  fancied.  And  we  may  apply  to 
it  what  Boerhaave  ufed  to  fay  to  us  in  confutation  of  fan- 
cied theories,  Corpus  humanum  ft,  non  fngitur. 


Extracl  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  New-England  Colonies^  con- 
cerning the  Charter  of  William  and  Mary. 

IF  we  look  into  the  hiftory  of  the  paffing  of  this  Char- 
ter, every  part  of  it  ftiews,  that  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  thoughts  of  the  King  and  Council,  than  the 
granting  of  any  fuch  exemption.  And  the  account  of 
thefe  tranfactions  will  fully  illuftrate  every  thing  which  has 
been  faid,  both  of  the  former  charter  and  of  this. 

Upon  the  acceffion  of  king  William,  the  people  at  Bof- 
ton  feized  upon  their  Governour,  and  called  a  convention. 
This  Aflembly  added  two  more  agents  to  the  two,  which 
which  were  before  in  England,  and  fent  them  over  with* 
inftructions  "  to  folicit  the  confirmation  of  their  antient 
"  Charter,  and  all  its  rights  and  privileges  ;  and,  if  there 

«  fhould 
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u  fliould  be  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  fuch 
"  farther  privileges,  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  Colony." 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  refolved,  that  the  feifing 
of  the  Charters  of  the  Corporations  and  Colonies  in  king 
Charles's  time  was  illegal :  And  a  bill  had  been  brought 
in  for  the  renewal  of  them,  though  it  did  not  pafs.  The 
agents  therefore  hoped,  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
re-affuine  their  Charter.  The  colony*  of  Connecticut,  hav- 
ing never  ftood  a  trial,  but  only  paffively  fubmitted,  in 
the  year  1684,  and  having  had  no  judgment  entered  againft 
their  Charter,  nor  any  furrendry  thereof  upon  record, 
actually  did  re-affume  theirs.  But  the  cafe  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  was  different,  they  having  ftood  trial,  and  having  had 
judgment  entered  againft  them.  The  fame  great  lawyers, 
therefpre,  Ward,  Somers,  and  Treby,  who  found  that 
Connecticut  might  refume  their  former  Charter,  determin- 
ed that  Maffachufetts  could  not. 

The  King  refolved  therefore  to  grant  them  a  new  char- 
ter ;  and  to  referve  to  himfelf  the  naming  of  a  Governour 
and  fome  other  officers  ;  and  directed  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General  to  draw  one.  The  firft  draught  was 
thought  too  loofe,  and  was  rejected.  A  fecond  being 
drawn  more  agreeably  to  the  King's  inftructions,  was  fhewn 
to  the  Agents,  with  a  liberty  given  them  to  offer  any  objec- 
tions. But  upon  Mr.  Mather's  faying  that  he  would  fooner 
part  with  his  life  than  confent  to  it,  they  were  told  that 
the  confent  of  the  Agents  was  not  deflred  :  That  the 
Agents  from  New-England  were  not  plenipotentiaries  from 
a  fovereign  ftate  :  And  that,  if  they  declared  they  would 
not  fubmit  to  the  King's  pleafure,  his  Majefty  would  fet- 
tle the  country,  and  they  might  take  what  would  follow. 

Two  of  the  Agents  ftill  infilled  on  their  old  Charter,  to 
which  the  province  at  that  time  was  ftrongly  attached, 
though  with  very  little  reafon.  For  the  ftate  of  their  cafe 
having  been  referred  to  counci),  the  opinion  given  upon 
it  was  as  follows  : 

"  That  a  bare  reftitution  of  the  Charters,  and  efpecially 
"  of  the  Maffachufetts,  would  be  of  no  fervice  at  all  ;  as 
ci  appears  both  from  the  Charter  ftfelf  and  from  the  prac- 
"  tice  of  that  Colony,  who  have  hardly  purfued  the  terms 

P  thereof 
vol.  ix.         Mm 
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f  thereof  in  any  one  inftance.     As  to  the  Charter  itfelf, 
"  that  colony,  if  they  fhould  have  it,  would  want, 

I.  "  A  power  to  call  a  {elect  affembly  ;  for  there  many 
"  thoufand  freemen  have  an  equal  right  to  fit  in  the  af- 
"  fembly. 

II.  "  A  power  to  lay  taxes  and  raife  money,  especially 
"  on  inhabitants  not  freemen,  and  ftrangers  coming  to 
"  trade  there. 

III.  "  They  have  no  admiralty. 

IV.  "  They  have  no  power  to  keep  a  prerogative  court, 
"  to  prove  wills,  &c. 

V.  "  Nor  to  erect  courts  of  judicature,  efpecially 
"  chancery  courts." 

The  reader  eafily  fees,  that  the  Charter  having  been 
originally  given  to  a  company  refident  in  England,  all 
thefe  things  were  then  provided  for  here  in  the  king's 
Courts. 

The  other  two  agents,  Mr.  Mather  and  Sir  William 
Afhurft,  drew  up  their  objections  againft  the  minutes  ; 
which  were  prefented  to  the  Attorney-General  and  laid 
before  the  Council  \  and  a  copy  fent  to  the  King  in  Flan- 
ders :  who  difapproved  of  the  objections,  and  ordered  the 
Charter  to  be  drawn  up  according  to  the  minutes.  It 
was  ftill  urged  on  the  part  of  the  province,  that  they  thought 
it  would  be  a  fingularly  hard  cafe,  that  the  effects  of  the 
late  tyranny  mould  be  felt  by  them  alone,  of  all  their  Maj- 
efty's  fubjects  :  all  the  other  charters  having  by  one  means 
or  other  been  reftored.  But  to  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
there  was  this  difference  between  the  cafe  of  the  MafTachu- 
fetts,  and  moft  of  the  other  charters.  In  general,  there 
was  no  room  for  legal  exception  to  the  powers  exercifed 
by  the  corporations  ;  but  the  Maflachufetts  Charter  not 
being  intended  when  it  was  granted  for  fuch  government, 
as  is  neceffary  to  be  exercifed  in  a  colony  remote  from  its 
mother  country,  a  reverfion  of  the  former  judgment  would 
have  been  of  no  fervice  ;  #And  Sir  George  Treby  declared 
to  Mr.  Mather,  Sir  John  Somers,  and  the  two  Lords 
Chief  Jufiices  being  prefent,  and  affenting  to  it,  that  "  if 
"  the  judgment  againft  the  Charter  mould  be  revert 
"  ed,  and  the  government  fhould  exercife  thofe  powers, 

"  which, 

*  Hutchinfon,  page  414. 
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u  which,  before  the  quo  warranto,  they  had  done,  a  new 
"  writ  would  iffue  out  againft  them  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
"  and  there  would  be  a  judgment  againft  them,  and  fuch 
"  an  one  as  there  would  be  no  room  for  a  writ  of  errour." 
By  the  old  Charter,  it  was  faid,  they  had  power  to  im- 
prifon  or  inflict  punifhment  in  criminal  cafes,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  corporations  in  England,  but  that,  unlefs 
capital  cafes  be  exprefsly  mentioned,  the  power  would  not 
reach  them.  That  no  power  was  given  to  ere&  judica* 
tories,  or  courts  for  probate  of  wills  ;  or  with  admiralty 
jurifdiction  ;  nor  had  they  any  power  to  conftitute  a  houfe 
of  deputies  or  reprefentatives,  nor  to  impofe  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants  ;  nor  to  incorporate  towns,  colleges,  fchools, 
&c.  which  powers  and  privileges  had  been  notwithstanding 
ufurped. 

Several    Reasons    proving    that    inoculating  or. 

TRANSPLANTING  THE  SMALL  PoX,  IS  A  LAWFUL 
PRACTICE,  AND  THAT  IT  HAS  BEEN  BLESSED  BY  GoD 
FOR    THE    SAVING     OF     MANY    A    LIFE.*       By    INCREASE 

Mather,  D.  D. 

Exod.  xx.  13.  Thou  jhalt  not  MA— Gal.  i.  10.  Do  I  feek  to 
pleafe  men  ?  if  I  pleafe  men,  I  Jhould  not  be  a  fervant  of 
Chrift. 

IT  has  been  queftioned,  Whether  inoculating  the  Small 
Pox  be  a  lawful  practice  ?  I  incline  to  the  affirmative, 
for  thefe  reafons.  I.  Becaufe  I  have  read,  that  in  Smyrna, 
Conftantinople,  and  other  places,  thoufands  of  lives  have 
been  faved  by  inoculation,  and  not  one  of  thoufands  has  mif- 
carried  by  it.  This  is  related  by  wife  and  learned  men 
who  would  not  have  impofed  on  the  world  a  falfe  narra- 
tive* Which  alfo  has  been  publiftied  by  the  Royal  So- 
ciety ;  therefore  a  great  regard  is  due  to  it. 

II.  We  hear  that  feveral  phyficians  have  recommended 
the  practice  hereof  to  his  Majefty,  as  a  means  to  preferve 
the  lives  of  his  fubjects,  and  that  his  wife  and  excellent 

Majefty 

''■'!■  '  ■■ 11  <m  ■     1  j   .1      I"  -       '  "    '■ 

*  When  this  was  written,  only  one  phyfician,  two  or  three  maglftrates, 
and  the  clergy  of  Bofton  durft  ftep  forth  in  defence  of  Inoculation. 
The  faccefs  eltablifhed  the  reputation,  of  thofe  who  favoured  it. 
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Majefty  King  George,  as  alfo  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
have  approved  hereof,  and  that  it  is  now  coming  into  prac- 
tice in  the  nation.  In  one  of  the  publick  prints  are  thefe 
words,  Inoculating  the  Small  Pox  is  a  fafe  and  univerfally 
ttfeful  experiment.  Several  worthy  perfons  lately  arrived 
from  England  inform  us,  that  it  is  a  fuccefsful  practice 
there  :  If  wife  and  learned  men  in  England  declare  their 
approbation  of  this  practice,  for  us  to  declare  our  difap- 
probation  will  not  be  for  our  honour, 

III.  God  has  gracioufly  owned  the  practice  of  inocula- 
tion, among  us  in  Bofton,  where  fome  fcores,  yea  above 
an  hundred  have  been  inoculated,  and  not  one  mifcarried  ; 
but  they  blefs  God,  for  his  difcovering  this  experiment  to 
them.  It  has  been  objected,  that  one  that  was  inoculated, 
died,  viz.  Mrs.  D — — 11 :  but  fhe  had  the  fmall  pox,  in  the 
common  way  before,  and  her  friends  and  neareft  relations 
declare  that  fhe  received  no  hurt  by  inoculation,  but  was 
by  a  fright  put  into  fits  that  caufed  her  death.  It  is  then 
a  wonderful  providence  of  God,  that  all  that  were  inoc- 
ulated mould  have  their  lives  preferved  ;  fo  that  the  fafety 
and  ufefulnefs  of  this  experiment  is  confirmed  to  up  by 
occular  demonftration  :  I  confefs  I  am  afraid,  that  the  dis- 
couraging of  this  practice  may  caufe  many  a  life  to  be  loft, 
which,  for  my  own  part,  I  mould  be  loth  to  have  any  hand 
In,  becaufe  of  the  lixth  commandment. 

IV.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  fome  wife  and  judic- 
ious perfons  among  us,  approve  of  inoculation,  both  mag- 
iflrates  and  minifters  ;  among  minifters  I  am  one,  who 
have  been  a  poor  preacher  of  the  gofpel  in  Bofton  above 
threefcore  years,  and  am  the  moll:  aged,  weak  and  unwor- 
thy minifter  now  in  New-England.  My  fentiments,  and 
my  fon's  alfo,  about  this  matter  are  well  known.  Alfo  we 
hear  that  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Solomon  Stoddard 
of  Northampton  concurs  with  us  ;  fo  doth  the  reverend 
Mr.  Wife  of  Ipfwich,  and  many  other  younger  divines,  not 
only  in  Bofton,  but  in  the  country,  join  with  their  fathers. 
Furthermore,  I  have  made  fome  enquiry,  whether  there 
are  many  perfons  of  a  prophane  life  and  converfation,  that 
do  approve  and  defend  inoculation,  and  I  have  been  an- 
iwered,  that  they  know  but  of  very  few  fuch.  This  is  to 
me  a  weighty  confideration.     Put  on  the  other  hand, 

though 
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though  there  are  fome  worthy  perfons,  that  are  not  clear 
about  it  ;  never  thelefs,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
known  children  of  the  wicked  one,  are  generally  fierce 
enemies  to  inoculation.  It  is  a  grave  faying  of  old  Seneca, 
Pejfimi  argumentum  turba  eft.  For  my  part  I  mould  be 
afhamed  to  joyn  with  fuch  perfons  ;  0  my  foul,  come  not 
thou  into  their  fecret,  unto  their  affembly  be  not  thou  united.  I 
am  far  from  reflecting  upon  all  that  are  againft  inoculation. 
I  know  there  are  very  worthy  perfons  (with  whom  I 
defire  to  live  and  die)  that  are  not  clear  in  their  judg- 
ments for  it,  and  they  are  greatly  to  be  commended  and 
honoured  in  that  they  will  not  acl  againft  a  doubting  con- 
fcience  \  yet  it  may  be  fome  of  them  might  change  their 
minds,  if  they  would  advife  with  thofe  who  are  beft  able 
to  afford  them  fcripture  light  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
cafes  of  confcience. 
'November  10.   1721. 

That  the  caufe   may  have   two  witneffes,   here  are  fubjoyned 
■     the  fentiments  of  another,  well  known  in  our  churches,  of 
%vhich  I  declare  my  hearty  approbation. 

Sentiments  on  the  Small  Pox  inoculated. 

A  MOST  fuccefsful,  and  allowable  method  of  preventing 
death,  and  many  other  grievous  miferies  by  the  fmall  pox? 
is  not  only  lawful  but  a  duty,  to  be  ufed  by  thofe  who  ap- 
prehend their  liyes  immediately  endanger'd  by  the  terrible 
diftemper, 

But  the  method  of  managing  and  governing  the  fmall 
pox  in  the  way  of  inoculation,  is  a  moft  fuccefsful  and  al- 
lowable method  of  preventing  death,  and  many  other 
grievous  miferies  by  this  dreadful  diftemper.  Therefore, 
'tis  not  only  lawful,  but  alfo  a  duty  to  make  ufe  of  it. 
None  but  very  foolifh,  and  very  wicked  people  will  deny 
the  proportion  in  this  argument  ;  the  affumption  is  all 
that  is  difputed.  But  now,  that  this  is  a  moft  fuccefsful 
method  we  have  all  the  evidence  that  humane  reafon  can 
afk  for  it. 

Men  of  honour,  and  learning,  and  inconteftible  veracity, 
not  one  or  two,  but  a  confiderable  number  of  them,  agree 
m  the  relation  they  give  us,  of  it's  being  ufed  with  con- 

ftant 
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ftant  fuccefs  in  the  Levant.  It  has  been  ufed  upon  vaft 
multitudes,  even  many  thousands,  and  for  fome  fcores  of 
years  :  And  when  regularly  ufed,  it  yet  appears  not,  that 
ever  one  perfon  mifcarried  of  it,  or  had  the  fmall  pox  after 
it.  We  have  fufficient  proofs  that  it  is  a  growing  practice 
in  thofe  countries.  If  it  had  been  unfuccefsful,  or  been  at- 
tended with  bad  confequerices,  it  muft  needs  have  been 
put  out  of  countenance,  and  have  ceafed  long  ago.  Such 
teftimonies  on  the  other  fide,  as  our  people  have  been 
frighted  withal,  are  not  worth  a  ftraw.  No  man  of  fenfe 
that  confiders  them  can  lay  weight  upon  them  :  Afk  us 
not,  why  we  fay  fo  ! 

And  we  have  an  army  of  Africans  among  ourfelves, 
who  have  themfelves  been  under  it,  and  given  us  all  the  af- 
furance,  which  a  rational  mind  can  defire,  that  it  has  long 
been  ufed  with  the  like  fuccefs  in  Africa.  Yea,  Behold,  ye  your- 
/elves  have  fe en  it.  The  operation  has  been  performed  on  an 
hundred  and  more,  in  the  town  of  Bofton  :  And  not  one 
of  them  has  mifcarried  :  They  have  every  one  of  them  hith- 
erto done  well.  They  all  give  thanks  to  our  merciful  Re- 
deemer for  leading  them  into  it.  They  would  every  one  of 
them  rather  undergo  it  again,  and  many  times  over,  than 
fuffer  the  fmall  pox  as  people  ordinarily  fuffer  it  in  the  com- 
mon way  of  infection.  The  ftory  of  one  dying  after  it,  is 
trump'd  up  with  fo  much  folly  and  falfehood,  that  it  is 
unworthy  to  have  any  anfwer  given  to  it.  In  fine  \  expe- 
rience has  declared,  that  there  never  was  a  more  unfailing 
remedy  employed  among  the  children  of  men. 

That  this  is  an  allowable  method,  is  plain  ;  becaufe  there 
can  be  no  objection  brought  againft  it,  but  what  will  alfo  lie 
againft  the  ufe  of  all  the  preventing  phyfick  that  is  ufed  in 
the  world.  The  objector  muft  maintain,  that  it  is  unlawful 
for  a  man,  who  would  preferve  his  life  and  health,  to  make 
hirnfelf  fick  in  a  way  that  conftantly  tends  to  prefervation. 
But  a  very  familiar  cafe  will  fo  illuftrate  the  matter,  as  to  put 
it  beyond  all  difpute.  Suppofe,  there  is  a  bloody  flux  pre- 
vailing in  the  town  where  I  live,  which  proves  mortal  to  a 
.great  part  of  them  that  have  it ;  many  more  than  four  hun- 
dred perifh  by  it  in  a  month.  A  phyfician  is  mafter  of  a 
purge,  which,  whofoever  takes  it,  is,  in  an  ordinary  way, 
delivered  from  the  danger  of  that  mortal  diftemper.     An 

artificial 
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artificial  purge  feafonably  taken  faves  him  from  death  by 
the  natural  purge,  which  he  is  expofed  unto.  Will  any 
fcruple  the  taking  of  this  artificial  purge  ?  Surely,  none  but 
fuch  as  want  a  purge  of  hellebore  !  Here  the  man  makes 
himfelf  fick,  while  he  is  well  :  and  thinks  that  he  is  not 
the  whole  who  has  no  need  of  a  phyjician,  while  he  has  the 
humours  in  him  which  render  him  obnoxious  to  a  deadly 
ficknefs.  He  won't  think  it  his  duty  to  ftay  till  God  fend 
the  ficknefs  in  another  way  upon  him  ;  when  it  will  be  too 
late  for  him  to  feek  relief  ;  but  he  will-  give  thanks  to 
God  for  teaching  him,  how  to  make  himfelf  fick,  in  a 
way  that  will  fave  his  life.  He  moft  properly  takes  God's 
time  to  fall  fick  :  He  does  it  feafonably,  and  in  the  time 
when  God  has  commanded  him  to  do  it. 

Many  good  people,  who  are  fenfible  how  weak  their 
own  judgments  are,  will  for  a  cafe  of  confcience  be  much 
affifted  by  the  judgments  of  the  moft  able  divines  in  the 
country.  Now  every  body  knows  how  they  concur  in 
their  approbation  of  this  practice. 

The  defign  and  the  fpirit,  (evidently  of  no  good  orig- 
inal) with  whkh  the  fierce  opposition  to  this  practice  is 
carried  on,  will  alfo  go  a  great  way  towards  determin- 
ing of  good  people  in  favour  of  it.  The  conclufion 
will  be  victorious  ;  that  when  people  have  their  lives  en- 
dangered by  the  fmall  pox  hovering  about  them,  they  not 
only  may  ufe  the  method  of  inoculation,  to  fave  their  lives, 
but  they  even  ought  to  do  it,  if  they  can.  They  keep  not 
in  good  terms  with  the  fixth  commandment,  if  they  do  it 
not. 

Inferences. 

I.  Hence  the  phyficians  may  do  well  to  beware,  of  going 
too  far,  and  of  taking  wrong  fteps,  for  the  frighting  of  peo- 
ple from  this  practice,  left  they  unawares  have  more  to  an- 
fwer  for  than  men  of  their  profeffion  fhould  be  willing  to. 

II.  Hence,  the  parents,  and  matters,  and  hufbands  and 
wives,  whofe  relatives  have  beg'd  as  for  their  lives,  that 
they  might  have  leave  to  fave  their  lives,  by  this  method, 
fhould  not  by  their  obftinate  violence  hinder  them  from 
it,  leaft  on  the  lofs  of  their  lives  they  have  fad  matter  of 
reflection  left  unto  them, 

III.   Hence, 
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III.  Hence,  a  people  will  do  well,  not  to  be  too  hafty 
in  refolves,  that  fhould  forbid  their  neighbours,  to  do  what 
God  has  made  their  duty  for  the  prefervation  of  their  lives 
in  this  method  ;  left  they  do  in  effect  forbid  obedience  to 
the  fixth  commandment.  Efpecially,  when  the  bugbear  of 
the  peftilential  confequences,  is  a  falmood,  that  has  not  the 
leaft  fhadow  of  reafon  for  it,  and  has  the  experience  of  all 
the  countries  under  heaven,  where  they  ufe  the  inocula- 
tion, to  confute  it.  Nor  has  it  ever  been  known  of  later 
ages,  that  the  plague  ever  began  any  where  but  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  from  whence  it  has  always  been  brought  unto 
the  weftern  world.  And  when  the  King,  and  Prince,  and 
moft  eminent  phylicians  in  London  and  Dublin,  and  elfe- 
where,  have  declared  their  approbation  of  it  ;  it  feems 
not  much  for  our  honour,  to  declare  that  we  difapprove  it. 

IV.  Hence  to  rave,  and  rail  with  fuch  bitter  execra- 
tions, as  are  too  commonly  ufed,  againft  the  minifters,  and 
other  ferious  chriftians,  who  favour  this  practice,  is  a  very 
crying  iniquity  ;  and  to  call  it  a  work  of  the  devil,  and  a 
going  to  the  devil,  is  a  mocking  blafphemy  ;  and  much 
more  likely  to  bring  the  plague  among  us,  than  the  prac- 
tice, which  they  fo  ignorantly  and  malicioufly  do  charge 
with  fuch  imaginary  confequences. 

Extracts  from  the  original    Draught  of  a  Let- 
ter     WRITTEN      BY    A    LONDON     MERCHANT      TO     HIS 

Friend  in  Virginia. 

London,  9  Jan.  ly 7 5. 

NO  addrefs  or  fignature  is  requifite  to  this,  as  it  is  pure- 
ly political,  and  you  know  the  writer.  Your  eulo- 
gium  for  wifdom,  ability,  and  amiable  publick  principles, 
are  refounded  here  from  every  part  of  America,  fince  your 
fhining  in  Congrefs.  This  you  may  be  fure  is  moft  grate- 
ful to  me,  who  love  you  fo  much  and  have  an  Hampdean 
ardour  for  liberty. 

The  publick  papers  will  inform  you  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  London  merchants  and  traders,  which  it  is  fuppofed 
will  be  followed  by  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glafgow,  Birming- 
ham, Leeds,  Manchefter,  &c.  as  the  leading  men  in  thofe; 
towns  had  before  wrote,  painting  in  ftrong  terms  the  dif- 

trefs 


a  I 


Ext  rafts  from  a  Letter*  i%\ 

trefs  of  Commerce  and  the  poor  manufacturers  on  the  very 
flight  beginning  of  flopping  your  importations  ;  from  this 
you  may  eafily  guefs  what  will  be  the  cafe  when  your 
exports  are  flopped.  The  minifters  being  totally  confound-* 
ed  at  the  unanimity  of  America.?  are  at  a  ftand  ;  thisy 
together  with  the  clamours  from  Liverpool,  &c.  has  oo 
cafioned  the  proceedings  in  London  ;  but  do  not  from 
thence  conclude  that  any  thing  effectual  will  be  done  this 
feflion  of  Parliament.  The  K — ^— ,  your  inveterate  en- 
emy, has  ordered  the  minifters  to  perfevere  in  the  old  plan^ 
which  from  principle,  they  wifh  to  do,  if  they  find  it  prac-* 
ticable  ;  but  this  they  will  not  find  in  twelve  months  time7- 
if  America  perfeveres  in  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Congrefs* 
You  may  rely  on  it  that  I  have  the  very  bell  authority 
for  anuring  you,  that  there  is  no  difpofition  m  the  cabinet 
to  give  America  any  redrefs  5  but*  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
abfolutely  determined  by  the  fecret  ruling  power  to  diftrefe 
you  as  much  as  poffible.  There  is  one  comfort  ;  this  ru- 
ler is  the  verieft  coward  that  human  nature  can  know, 
and  v/hen  the  fpirit  appears,  that  muft  fhow  itfelf  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  when  the  feveral  petitions  are  deliver- 
ed, fear  will  take  place,  and  may  produce  a  repeal  of  fome 
of  the  laft  MafTachufetts  acts  ;  this  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be 
expected  this  feflion,  which  for  a  time  may  quiet  people 
here  in  expectation  of  the  Congrefs  in  May  receding  from 
your  affociation.  But  mould  the  May  Congrefs  continue 
firmly  united  as  that  in  September  was,  and  perfevere  in 
the  plan  of  flopping  your  imports  and  exports,  till  all  your 
grievances  are  redreffed,  by  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament 
one  half  of  the  kingdom  for  want  of  bread  will  be  at  Weft- 
minfter  to  fight  your  battles,  in  which  every  Weft-Indian 
muft  join  or  flarve,  , 

The  advice  I  am  going  to  give,  you  muft  allow,  will  be 
more  particularly  injurious  to  myfelf  than  to  almoft  any 
man  in  North-America  ;  but  my  ardent  love  of  liberty 
will  ever  prevail  over  felfifh  considerations.  Should  your 
grievances,  as  flated  in  the  affociation,  be  not  fully  re* 
dreffed  before  the  meeting  of  Congrefs  in  May,  (of  which 
there  is  not  the  leaft  glimmering  of  hope  at  prefent)  by 
all  means  confirm  your  non-importation  and  non-expor- 

vol,  ix.        Nn  tation* 
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tation,  and  adopt  fuch  farther  meafures  as  by  that  time 
you  will  find  neceffary.  In  the  mean  while,  to  make  the 
meafure  as  little  injurious  as  poffible  to  America,  employ 
every  nerve  to  prepare  within  yourfelves  neceffary  cloath- 
ing  and  implements  for  manufactures  of  the  ufeful  kind, 
initead  of  railing  raw  materials  to  purchafe  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country.  No  effort  fhould  be  left  untried  to 
get  a  fuiiiciency  of  arms  and  ammunition,  for  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  you  may  have  occafion  for  them  ; 
therefore  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  through  all  America,  to 
pay  great  attention  to  training  the  militia.  Thus  acting, 
and  thus  provided,  I  will  pawn  my  life  on  every  thing 
being  properly  fettled  next  winter. 

The  plan  of  defpotifm  is  too  deeply  fettled  to  give  up 
the  contefr.  without  full  redrefs  ;  efpecially  as  America  is 
infinitely  better  able  to  contend  now,  than  fhe  will  be  ten 
or  twenty  years  hence,  if  the  Quebec  bill  remains.  Had 
your  exports  as  well  as  imports  flopped  lad  December, 
your  grievances  mull  have  been  completely  fettled  this 
winter  :  as  it  is,  by  your  own  determinations,  the  bufinefs 
is  fpun  out  10  long,  I  hope  you  have  firmnefs  to  perfevere, 
and  will  by  every  poffible  means  provide  againft  the  lafi 
extremity.  You  muft  not  rely  on  any  man  or  body  of 
men  here,  therefore  you  yourfelves  muft  work  out  your 
own  falvation,  which  you  are  fully  able  to  do  if  you  have 
but  virtue  enough  $  and  if  you  have  not  ............ 

This  country  is,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  was,  weak  to 
an  extreme  with  profligacy,  debauchery  and  luxury.  The 
higheft  and  loweft  orders  of  men  are  as  abandoned  to  ev- 
ery vice,  as  the  Romans  were  in  the  age  of  the  Caefars. 
In  the  middling  cla'fs  there  is  yet  a  great  deal  of  true  fterl- 
ing  independency  ;  among  them  your  friends  were  always 
numerous,  and  among  the  others,  neceflity  will  very  foon 
piake  you  many  more.  Lords  Temple.,  Chatham  (who 
are  now  perfectly  united)  Camden,  Shelburne,  and  the 
amiable  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  are  the  only  real  friends  you 
have  among  the  great.  I  fpeak  of  the  two  firft  from  my 
own  perfonal  knowledge,  and  of  the  others  from  report, 
their  publick  conduct,  and  writings.  The  Rockinghams, 
with  Burke,  their  political  pilot,  (till  obftinately  perfevere 
in  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America,  and  therefor^ 

cannot 


ExtraBs  from  a  Letter*  283 

cannot  be  your  friends  ;  places,  &c.  being  their  object. 
They  will  neverthelefs  fupport  you  againft  the  prefent  min- 
iftry,  to  diftrefs  and  overturn  them  if  they  can.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  Congrefs  are  univerfally  admired,  and  the  com- 
pofitions  compared  to  thofe  of  the*  patriots  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  ift.  J  have  mentioned  my  own  private  capital 
objection,  refpecting  your  delay  of  non-exportation,  by 
which  I  underfland  remittances  of  every  kind  ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  caution  againft  any  ftri&ures  on  the  Roman  Cath- 
olick  religion,  as  it  will  be  much  more  advantageous  for 
you  to  conciliate  to  you  the  Canadians,  than  to  exafperate 
or  roufe  the  people  here  f  let  us  alone  to  do  that.  When 
your  afTembly  meets,,  furely  your  governour  will  be  fevere- 
ly  reprehended  for  not  immediately  iffuing  writs  on  the 
laft  difiblution  ;  for  the  iniquitous  Indian  war  he  has  fo 
wickedly  kindled,  which  has  already  coft  the  lives  of  fo 
many  brave  Virginians,  and  will  coft  fo  much  money,  if 
you  are  fimple  enough  £0  pay  for  his  madnefs  ;  and  for 
his  contemptuous  treatment  in  not  meeting  the  afTembly, 
&c.  Thefe  are  grounds  amply  fufficient  for  a  ftrong  remon- 
ftrance  to  the  throne,  for  his  removal.  I  have  juft  receiv- 
ed your  letter  of  September  20,  from  Philadelphia,  through 
the  London  poft-office,  which  is  the  only  one  firice  that 
from  Roufby  HalL  Tliis  convinces  me  feveral  of  your 
letters  muft  have  mifcarried.  So  very  few  of  the  mer- 
chants here  are  in  the  leaft  friendly  to  you,  that  it  feems  to 
me  an  effential  political  principle  for  every  independent 
American  to  put  his  buftnefs  only  into  the  hands  of  fuch 
men  whom  they  are  certain,  in  times  like  thefe,  will  boldly 
ftand  forth  and  openly  fupport  your  rights  whenever  they 
may  be  injured.  *Tis  very  hard  indeed  if  every  colony 
cannot  find  honeft  and  trufty  natives  fufficient  to  fend  here 
that  can  do  their  bufinefs. 
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A  MEMBER  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  has  it  in  contem- 
plation to  publish  a  work,  to  be  entitled, 

AMERICAN    ANNALS. 

It  will  commence  with  the  discovery  of  America,  by  Christopher  Colum- 
bus, in  1492,  and  extend  to  the  present  time  ;  and  is  designed  to  give  a 
concise  history  of  the  most  important  events,  that  have  taken  place,  within 
that  period,  on  the  continent  of  North  and  South  America,  and  in  the  West 
India  islands  ;  and  of  luch  events,  in  foreign  parts,  as  had  special  relation  to 
this  country,  or  ultimately  affected  its  interests.  Beginning  with  the  causes, 
means,  and  circumstances,  of  the  first  discovery  of  America,  it  will  proceed 
to  notice  its  subsequent  settlement  by  the  various  nations  of  Europe  ;  the 
principal  charters,  granted  by  European  princes  to  individuals,  or  to  compa- 
nies ;  the  principal  emigrations  from  the  Eastern  Continent  to  the  Western  ; 
the  causes  of  those  emigrations  ;  the  numbers  of  the  emigrants  ;  the  places 
to  which  they  removed  ;  the  towns  which  they  built  ;  the  colonies  which 
they  planted  ;  the  churches  which  they  founded  ;  and  the  principal  persons 
concerned  in  the  several  enterprises  for  the  settlement  of  America,  whether 
navigators,  adventurers,  statesmen,  divines,  or  warriors,  with  biographical 
sketches  I  the  most  material  facts  m  the  progress  of  the  American  settle- 
ments ;  the  population  of  the  natives,  and  of  the  colonists,  at  different  peri- 
ods ;  the  formation  of  new  colonies  or  states  ;  the  foundation  of  colleges 
and  other  seminaries  of  learning  ;  the  establishment  of  societies  for  promoting; 
useful  knowledge  ;  the  progress  of  arts  and  sciences  ;  the  progress  of  com- 
merce ;  new  inventions,  or  useful  improvements  ;  -  military  and  naval  strength  ; 
civil  wars,  or  insurrections  J  wars  with  the  Indians  ;  memorable  battles  ; 
the  principal  events  of  the  late  revolutionary  war  ;  changes  in  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  state ;  deaths  and  ages  Of  eminent  men  ;  and  providential 
occurrences. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  author,  to  relate  events  in  the  order  of  time,  on- 
the  plan  of  chronology,  and  yet  to  dilate  on  articles  of  peculiar  importance, 
after  the  manner  of  history.  The  authorities  will  be  given  with  precision  ^ 
and  the  work  will  probably  consist  of  two  octavo  volumes. 
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